
Overview of the Old Testament  
 

Why is the Old Testament Important? 
1. Hope 

Romans 15:4, “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

2. To understand the person and work of Jesus  

Luke 24:25–27, “And he (Jesus) said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken! [26] Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 

his glory?” [27] And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning himself.” 

 

Types of Books in the OT 
The Pentateuch: A Greek word which means a five-fold book and refers to the first five books of the Bible. 

The Pentateuch was the first collection of literature acknowledged as Scripture by the Hebrew community and 

was written by Moses.  

The five books are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy  

 

The Historical books narrate the story of the rise and fall of Israel as well as the development of the Israelite 

monarchy. David becomes the model king and God’s covenant with him points forward to the coming of an 

even greater king.  

The Historical books include Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd 

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.  

 

The Poetic and Wisdom writings  

Unlike classical and modern poetry, ancient Hebrew poetry has no distinctive scheme of accentuation, meter, or 

rhythm to differentiate it from prose. It is noted for its parallelism, or the counterbalancing of ideas in phrases. 

To the Hebrews, wisdom included skill in living and the powers of observation. It also included the capacity of 

human intellect and the application of knowledge and experience to daily life. All of this came from a viewpoint 

that was firmly rooted in "the fear of the Lord," which is the beginning of wisdom. 

The Poetic and Wisdom writings include Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. 

 

The Major Prophets were declared "major" because of the amount of text, and not because they were 

considered more important than the "minor" prophetic books. The Old Testament prophet tended to be revealed 

during times of crisis. God used the prophets to provide direction and wisdom during times of crisis. They were 

also used by God to remind the people of their covenantal promises. 

The relevance of biblical prophecy is not only the information revealed to the audience about the 

circumstances being faced in their time or in a time to come, but also what the message reveals about the nature 

of God. Prophecy in the Bible is part of God's self-revelation, by which we come to know God through what he 

has done in the past and what He plans to do in the future. 

The Major Prophets include Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  

 

The Minor Prophets include Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. The books of the major and minor prophets were considered to be part of the 

"classical prophecy" era of the Old Testament. The classical prophecy era began in the eighth century during the 

reign of Jeroboam II in the northern kingdom of Israel. Amos and Hosea were the earliest examples in the north, 

while Micah and Isaiah were the first known classical prophets in the southern kingdom of Judah. These 

prophets addressed both the king and the people and became social-spiritual commentators for the Jewish 

people. 

 



The Minor Prophets include Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.  

 

What happened in the Old Testament:  Key Events 
 

Event    Date   Major People 

Creation 

Fall      Adam and Eve 

Flood      Noah 

Patriarchs   2100 BC Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

Exodus   1440 BC Moses 

Conquest   1406 BC Joshua 

Judges    1375 BC Various 

United Kingdom  1050 BC Saul, David Solomon 

Divided Kingdom  Israel:   930 BC 

  Judah:  722 BC 

Exile      586 BC Ezekiel/ Daniel 

Post Exile     538 BC Zerubbabel/Ezra/ Nehemiah 

End of OT     400 BC 

 

How does the Old Testament fit together: Covenants  
Covenant Theology is a framework for understanding the overarching storyline of the bible, which emphasizes 

that God's redemptive plan and his dealings with mankind are without exception worked out in accordance with 

the covenants that he has sovereignly established.  

 

Although the importance of the divine covenants has been realized since the time of the earliest church fathers, 

Covenant Theology was not articulated as a thoroughly developed system, taking into account the entire extent 

of biblical revelation, until the days of the sixteenth and seventeenth century reformers. The Westminster 

Confession of Faith is a landmark seventeenth century document that displays a robust, fully-developed 

Covenant Theology throughout. 
  

A Definition of Covenant: “A bond in blood sovereignly administered”  
Different theologians, have proposed several different definitions of a biblical covenant; but perhaps the best is 

O. Palmer Robertson's phrase, “A bond-in-blood sovereignly administered” (The Christ of the Covenants, P&R 

Publishing, p. 15). Covenants are typically characterized by a visible sign and seal, which serves to “remind” 

God of his promises to those whom he has entered into covenant with. Some examples of these covenant signs 

are the rainbow, given to Noah; circumcision, given to Abraham; and baptism and the Lord's Supper, given to 

believers after the coming of Christ. 

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.1 states it this way: 

“The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do owe obedience 

unto Him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but by 

some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He hath been pleased to express by way of covenant.” 

 

Three Distinct Covenants 

1. The Covenant of Redemption 
Scripture clearly points to the fact that the plan of redemption was included in the eternal decree of God. 

 

Ephesians 1:3–14,  



“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, [4] even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and blameless before him. In love [5] he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 

Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, [6] to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 

blessed us in the Beloved. [7] In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, [8] which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight [9] making known 

to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ [10] as a plan for the fullness 

of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

[11] In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will, [12] so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 

be to the praise of his glory. [13] In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.” 

 

1 Peter 1:1–2 

[1] Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, [2] according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of 

the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to 

you.” 

In the covenant of redemption there is, in a sense, A Division of labor:  

The Father is the originator, 

The Son the executor, and  

The Holy Spirit the applier.  

This can only be the result of a voluntary agreement among the persons of the Trinity, so that their internal 

relations assume the form of a covenant life. 
 

2. The Covenant of Works 
 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.2 states it this way: 

The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was promised to Adam, and in 

him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal obedience. 

 

Genesis 2:15–17, “The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. [16] 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, [17] but of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 

die.”  

 

Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 

spread to all men because all sinned…” 
 

When God created man, and placed him in the Garden of Eden, he immediately set him in a covenantal context. 

Within this covenant (as in all covenants) were the following elements:  

1. Sovereignly-mandated commandments (positively, to be fruitful and exercise dominion over the 

earth, and negatively, not to eat of the fruit of the specified tree);  

2. Promises of reward, upon the fulfillment of those commandments (eternal life and joy in fellowship 

with God); and  

3. Threats of punishment, in the event of disobedience (death and separation from God).  

 

In addition to these elements, we see the first instance of a covenantal sacrament. Because man is so designed 

that he needs a visible means of signifying invisible covenant realities, God condescended to confirm the 

covenant through a physical sign and seal. In the garden, this was the Tree of Life. Later covenants would have 

signs such as the rainbow; circumcision; and baptism and the Lord's Supper. If the first man, Adam, had passed 



the covenant-test of obedience to God's commandments, he would have earned the reward of everlasting, joyful 

fellowship with God. And since he, as the first man, was functioning as the representative head of the race, he 

would have earned those blessings for all of his descendants (see Romans 5:12-21). 

 

However, Adam failed in his covenant obligation, and earned the promised curse for himself and his 

descendants. As promised, this curse came; but in an unforeseen act of free mercy, God established a second, 

gracious covenant with fallen man.  

 

3. The Covenant of Grace 
The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.2 states it this way: 

Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a 

second, commonly called the Covenant of Grace, whereby He freely offers unto sinners life and 

salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved; and promising to give 

unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and able to 

believe. 

 

This Covenant of Grace is where God promises eternal salvation to Man based upon the sacrifice of Jesus on 

the cross.  This is called a Covenant of Grace because it is initiated by God, due to no part and worthiness of 

man, and is unmerited favor received from God. 

 

In this covenant, Jesus would become man (John 1:1,18; Heb. 2:9), be the mediator of a better covenant (Heb. 

8:6), and being under the Law (Gal. 4:4) fulfills the Law perfectly (1 Pet. 2:22).  Therefore, the righteousness 

accomplished by Christ is given to the believer so that he has the righteousness that is not his own, but that of 

Christ (Phil. 3:9).  The believer's responsibility is to have faith in the work of Christ (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:8-9), a 

righteousness derived in the New Testament times by faith, just as it was in the Old Testament times (Rom. 4:1-

11). 

Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 

shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 

Romans 3:20–26, “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin.  

[21] But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it—[22] the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified by 

his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put forward as a propitiation 

by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 

he had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 
   

The Covenant of Grace is the unexpected covenant that God so mercifully inaugurated after man had failed to 

obey the first covenant. In this covenant, God unilaterally promised to have mercy upon sinful man, apart from 

any good works.  

 

But how could he do this, without reneging on the first Covenant of Works? He did this, not by repealing the 

works which he had initially said must be fulfilled but by promising to send a representative who would fulfill 

them in man's behalf. In the Covenant of Grace, God promises a champion to fulfill the broken Covenant of 

Works as a federal representative of his people, and so to earn its blessings in their behalf. That new 

representative is Jesus Christ! 

 

Romans 5:15–17, “But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. [16] 

And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 



condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. [17] For if, because of one 

man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace 

and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.” 

 

Different Administrations of the Covenant of Grace: 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.5 states it this way: 

This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and in the time of the gospel; under 

the law it was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and 

other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all foresignifying Christ to come, which 

were for that time sufficient and efficacious, through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up 

the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they had full remission of sins, and eternal 

salvation; and is called the Old Testament. 

 

The essence of the covenant of grace is the same throughout the Old and New Testaments—God saves sinners 

by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. But its historical administration has varied by time and 

place. For example, the covenant of grace widened from the Old Testament to the New Testament, as it was 

administered first with small families (e.g., the families of Noah and Abram), then with the nation of Israel, but 

now with the church, which is made up of people “from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Rev. 

5:9). Also, it was administered in the Old Testament through what the New Testament authors describe as 

“types” and “shadows” (Heb. 8:5; 10:1), such as sacrifices, the priesthood, and the temple, all of which pointed 

to their reality, Jesus Christ (e.g., Col. 2:17). 

 

The Reformed creeds and confessions express the continuity of God’s covenant of grace despite its many 

historical variations. For instance, the Heidelberg Catechism says: “… God himself first revealed [it] in 

Paradise, [and] afterwards [it was] proclaimed by the holy Patriarchs and Prophets, and foreshadowed by the 

sacrifices and other ceremonies of the law, and finally fulfilled in his well-beloved Son” (Q&A 19). This means 

the Bible is one story of the gospel, which God has spoken “in many times and in many ways” (Heb. 1:1), 

whether in Paradise to Adam; during the days of the patriarchs, such as Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 

Moses; through the ministry of the prophets, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, and Joel; or through the 

ceremonies of the Levitical sacrifices. All of this came to fruition in Jesus Christ. 

 

Here is the list of the various covenants, with their emphasis: 

Covenant with Noah: A covenant of Preservation, Genesis 6-9 

After having sent a global flood to destroy the wickedness that had become so prevalent on earth after the Fall, 

God promised Noah (and by extension all humanity) to never again destroy the world with a flood. 

 

Genesis 9:11 “I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the 

flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

 

Covenant with Abraham: A covenant of Promise, Genesis 12-17 

Genesis 12:1-3 “Now the Lord had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, from your family and from your 

father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your 

name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’” 

 

Years after the Flood, pride leads the people to rebel against God by constructing the tower of Babel. After 

having dispersed them by confusing their languages, God would eventually choose one man and one nation as 

the instrument of His blessing to the entire world. In this covenant God promised Abraham three specific things: 

 

1. He will be made into a great nation (12:2). 

2. This nation will be led into the Promised Land (12:1). 

3. Through him all people of the earth will be blessed (12:3). 



 

Covenant with Moses: a covenant of Law, Exodus 19-20 

Then a covenant is made with the people of God as a nation in Exodus, and this is the one that is sometimes 

referred to in the New Testament as the old covenant. It is the covenant that predominates in day-to-day 

existence amongst the Israelites for much of their national existence. After God pulls the people out of the land 

of slavery, that is the presupposition of the covenant. God saves the people first and then enters into a covenant 

with them where we are told, “On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of 

Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai” (Exodus 19:1). And there Moses goes up to the 

mount of God, and God calls him and says, 

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 

the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will 

indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all 

the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you 

shall speak to the people of Israel.” (Exodus 19:3–6) 

 

And the same order of things is found in the next chapter, the Ten Commandments, the high point of this 

covenantal structure. But the presupposition is, again, that it is imposed by God who has brought people out of 

the land of Egypt. God spoke all these words, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Exodus 20:2). And then you begin, “You shall have no other gods before 

me” and so forth (Exodus 20:3). 

So much of the Old Testament is bound up with the importance of the Sinai covenant as it is sometimes called 

or the old covenant or the Mosaic covenant because Moses was the mediator. And what is very clear about that 

covenant is that it is profoundly conditioned by obedience. “You will be my people if you obey me.” 

 

Covenant with David: A covenant of the Kingdom, 2 Samuel 7 

Here we find the promises that are given to David about great David’s greater Son: God will ensure that there is 

a Davidite, someone from the line of David who is sitting on the throne, and ultimately he will be called the 

Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. That is from Isaiah 9:6. But 

the base promise of that is found in 2 Samuel 7. 

 

2 Samuel 7:8–17 

[8] Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the 

pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. [9] And I have been with 

you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great 

name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. [10] And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 

plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict 

them no more, as formerly, [11] from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you 

rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. [12] 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who 

shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] He shall build a house for my name, and I 

will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. [14] I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. 

When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, [15] but 

my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. [16] And 

your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

[17] In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.” 

 

The New Covenant: A covenant of Consummation, Jeremiah 31:31-37 

Jeremiah 31:31–34, “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah, [32] not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, declares the LORD. [33] For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be 



their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares 

the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  

 

This is not new in the sense of “brand new” but in the sense of “renewed.”   

In this passage God makes several distinct promises: 

 

1. He would give them the ability and the desire to follow Him by changing their hearts and giving them a zeal 

for obedience (vs 34). 

2. He will be their God, and they will be His people 

3. He will forgive the sins of His people (vs 34b). 

This promise finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 8:7-13; 9; 10:11-24), as it is through Him 

we receive forgiveness of our sins and are indwelled by the Holy Spirit who enables us to seek after the things 

of God. 

  



Why is the Old Testament Important? 
1. Hope Romans 15:4 

2. To understand the person and work of Jesus Luke 24:25–27 

 

Types of Books in the OT 
The Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy  

The Historical books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles,  

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.  

The Poetic and Wisdom writings: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. 

The Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  

The Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai,  

Zechariah, and Malachi.  

 

What happened in the Old Testament:  Key Events 
 

Event    Date   Major People 

Creation 

Fall      Adam and Eve 

Flood      Noah 

Patriarchs   2100 BC Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

Exodus   1440 BC Moses 

Conquest   1406 BC Joshua 

Judges    1375 BC Various 

United Kingdom  1050 BC Saul, David Solomon 

Divided Kingdom  Israel:   930 BC 

  Judah:  722 BC 

Exile      586 BC Ezekiel/ Daniel 

Post Exile     538 BC Zerubbabel/Ezra/ Nehemiah 

End of OT     400 BC 

 

How does the Old Testament fit together: Covenants  
Covenant Theology is a framework for understanding the overarching storyline of the bible, which emphasizes 

that God's redemptive plan and his dealings with mankind are without exception worked out in accordance with 

the covenants that he has sovereignly established.  

 

A Definition of Covenant: “A bond in blood sovereignly administered”  
The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.1 states it this way: 

“The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do owe 

obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness 

and reward, but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He hath been pleased to express 

by way of covenant.” 

 

Three Distinct Covenants 

1. The Covenant of Redemption 
Scripture clearly points to the fact that the plan of redemption was included in the eternal decree of God. 

Ephesians 1:3–14 

 1 Peter 1:1–2 

Division of labor: The Father is the originator, the Son the executor, and the Holy Spirit the applier.  

 



2. The Covenant of Works 
The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.2 states it this way: 

The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was promised to Adam, and in 

him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal obedience. 

 

Genesis 2:15–17, Romans 5:12 

 

Within this covenant (as in all covenants) were the following elements:  

1. Sovereignly-mandated commandments (positively, to be fruitful and exercise dominion over the 

earth, and negatively, not to eat of the fruit of the specified tree);  

2. Promises of reward, upon the fulfillment of those commandments (eternal life and joy in fellowship 

with God); and  

3. Threats of punishment, in the event of disobedience (death and separation from God).  

 

3. The Covenant of Grace 
The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.2 states it this way: 

Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a 

second, commonly called the Covenant of Grace, whereby He freely offers unto sinners life and 

salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved; and promising to give 

unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and able to 

believe. 

Genesis 3:15, Romans 3:20–26, Romans 5:15–17 

 

Different Administrations of the Covenant of Grace: 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7.5 states it this way: 

This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and in the time of the gospel; 

under the law it was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal 

lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all foresignifying 

Christ to come, which were for that time sufficient and efficacious, through the operation of the 

Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they had full 

remission of sins, and eternal salvation; and is called the Old Testament. 

 

Covenant with Noah: A covenant of Preservation, Genesis 6-9 

Covenant with Abraham: A covenant of Promise, Genesis 12-17 

1. He will be made into a great nation (12:2). 

2. This nation will be led into the Promised Land (12:1). 

3. Through him all people of the earth will be blessed (12:3). 

Covenant with Moses: a covenant of Law, Exodus 19-20 

Covenant with David: A covenant of the Kingdom, 2 Samuel 7 

The New Covenant: A covenant of Consummation, Jeremiah 31:31-37 

 In this passage God makes several distinct promises: 

1. He would give them the ability and the desire to follow Him by changing their hearts and 

giving them a zeal for obedience (vs 34). 

2. He will be their God, and they will be His people 

3. He will forgive the sins of His people (vs 34b). 

This promise finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 8:7-13; 9; 10:11-24), as it is 

through Him we receive forgiveness of our sins and are indwelled by the Holy Spirit who 

enables us to seek after the things of God. 


