
Foundations II: New Testament Overview 
The New Testament is a record of historical events, the ‘good news’ events of the saving life of the Lord Jesus 

Christ—His life, death, resurrection, ascension, and the continuation of His work in the world—which is 

explained and applied by the apostles whom He chose and sent into the world. It is also the fulfillment of those 

events long anticipated by the Old Testament. Further, it is sacred history, which, unlike secular history, was 

written under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. This means it, like the Old Testament, is protected 

from human error and possesses divine authority for the church today and throughout human history until the 

Lord Himself returns. 

 

Books of the New Testament: 27 books in 5 categories 

The New Testament books fall into five general categories: the Gospels, the single book of Acts, Paul’s letters 

to churches, Paul’s letters to church leaders, and a collection of letters sent out (mostly) to large groups of 

people. Let’s take a quick tour of how these books are grouped together in our Bibles. 

 

The 4 Gospels 

If you’ve spent much time around Christians, you’ve probably heard the word “gospel.” It’s a word that 

means “good news.”  Christians through the centuries have used it primarily to refer to a very specific 

bit of good news: Jesus, the Son of God, rose from the dead and will one day return to govern the whole 

world in peace and justice. So it’s no wonder that the four books of the New Testament which tell the 

story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are called “the gospels.” They are as follows: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

 

The Book of Acts 

The book of Acts is a sequel to the gospel of Luke (Acts 1:1–2; Luke 1:1–4). It’s the author’s account of 

how the followers of Jesus grew from a small group of witnesses to a movement that spread throughout 

the Roman empire. The central characters in this narrative are Peter and Paul: two prominent leaders in 

the early church. 

Acts 1:1–3, “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, [2] 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. [3] He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”  

 

Paul’s letters to local churches 

In the book of Acts, we see how Paul spread the good news about Jesus throughout the first-century 

Roman empire. As he did this, he and his associates established gatherings of people (“churches”) who 

regularly met. Paul kept tabs on how these churches developed, and on several occasions sent letters to 

local churches to educate and instruct them on, just what it meant to be a church, and how churches 

should conduct themselves. 

For the most part, these letters were sent to churches in individual cities—which is where they get their 

names: 

Romans, 1 and Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2  

Thessalonians,  

 

The Pastoral Epistles: Paul’s letters to church leaders 

Paul didn’t just write to congregations. Four of our New Testament books are correspondence from Paul 

to individual church leaders. These letters are named after the people Paul sent them to: 

1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon 

 

 

 

 



The General Epistles: Letters to large groups 

For the most part, the following letters were written to large groups of Christians living in the first-

century Roman empire. These letters address a wide array of topics important to Christians of the time. 

With the exceptions of Hebrews and Revelation, these letters are named after their traditional authors. 

Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 John, Jude, Revelation 

 

Timeline of the New Testament 
 

How could Jesus be born in 4 BC “Before Christ”? 

Josephus records an eclipse of the moon just before Herod passed on. This occurred on March 12th or 

13th in 4 B.C. Josephus also tells us that Herod expired just before Passover. This feast took place on 

April 11th, in the same year, 4 B.C. From other details supplied by Josephus, we can pinpoint Herod the 

Great's demise as occurring between March 29th and April 4th in 4 B.C. 

 

It might sound strange to suggest that Jesus Christ was born no later than 4 B.C. since B.C. means 

'before Christ.' But our modern calendar which splits time between B.C. and A.D. was not invented until 

A.D. 525. At that time, Pope John the First asked a monk named Dionysius to prepare a standardized 

calendar for the western Church. Unfortunately, poor Dionysius missed the real B.C./A.D. division by at 

least four years! 

 

Now Matthew tells us that Herod killed Bethlehem's babies two years old and under. The earliest Jesus 

could have been born, therefore, is 6 B.C. Through a variety of other time indicators, we can be 

relatively confident that the one called Messiah was born in either late 5 or early 4 B.C. 

 

 Key Events       Date  Reference 

 Birth of Jesus           4 BC  Matthew 1 

 Baptism of Jesus      26 AD  Matthew 3 

 Death and Resurrection   30 AD  Matthew 27-28 

 Pentecost     30 AD  Acts 2 

 Saul’s conversion    34 AD  Acts 9 

 Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius 38 AD  Acts 10 

 Paul’s 1st missionary journey   46-47 AD Acts 13-14 

 Jerusalem Council    48-49 AD Acts 15 

 Paul’s 2nd missionary journey  49 AD  Acts 15-18 

 Paul’s 3rd missionary journey  52-55 AD Acts 18-21 

 

Three Years of Jesus Ministry 
 

  Year 1: Relative Obscurity 

 Baptism of Jesus 

 Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness 

 Jesus begins gathering his first disciples. 

 Jesus’ brief visit to Galilee where he performed his first miracle in Cana and stopped in Capernaum. 

 Jesus’ early Judean ministry, including his first cleansing of the temple and his talk with Nicodemus. 

 Jesus’ return to Galilee, in which he speaks with the woman of Samaria at the well and returns to Cana  

where he performed his second miracle. 

 Jesus’ return to Judea to attend an unnamed feast in Jerusalem where he heals the man at the pool of  

Bethesda on the Sabbath that provokes the anger of the Jewish leaders. 

 

 Year 2: Year of Popularity 

 Jesus begins his great Galilean ministry of preaching repentance and that the kingdom of God is at hand. 



 Jesus’ rejection in his hometown of Nazareth of Galilee and makes Capernaum in Galilee the  

headquarters for his great Galilean ministry. 

 Jesus calls his disciples to begin following him full time. 

 Jesus chooses but 12 of his disciples to be his apostles. 

 Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 

 Jesus sends out his 12 apostles on their first ministry mission and instructs them. 

 The story of John the Baptist’s murder by Herod. 

 Jesus heals servant of Roman Officer, brings back to life a widow’s son, calms a storm and more! 

 

 Year 3:  Year of Opposition 

 Jesus feeds the 5,000 

 Jesus refused to have the crowds make him their bread king and preaches he is the bread of life.  Many  

disciples then turn away from him. 

 Jesus’ transfiguration 

 Jesus closes his Galilean ministry and conducts his later Judean and Perean ministry while enroute to  

Jerusalem to be crucified. 

 Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.  

The Jewish religious leaders plot Jesus’ murder to save their own positions. 

 Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem and his entrance into the city on Palm Sunday. 

 Holy Week of Jesus’ passion and resurrection 

 Jesus’ last appearances to his disciples and his ascension into heaven 
 

Passion Week: Week of His Suffering 
 

Saturday  Jn. 11:55-12:1    Anointed by Mary in Bethany 

Sunday  Mt. 21:1-17; Lk. 19:29-44  Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem 

Monday  Mk. 11:12-18    The fig tree cursed, Second cleansing of the temple 

Tuesday  Mt. 21:23-22:14, 41-46; Jn. 12:2-8 Jesus’ authority challenged 

Parable of the two sons, the wicked husbandman, the rejected stone, and the marriage feast 

  The greatest commandment, Lament over Jerusalem 

Greeks desire to see Jesus 

The Olivet Discourse (Signs of Jesus return) 

Parables: The fig tree, the porter, the master of the house, the faithful and evil servants, the ten 

virgins, the talents, the sheep and the goats 

Judas bargains to betray Jesus 

 

Wednesday  Mt. 26:14-16     Judas bargains to betray Jesus 

Thursday  Mt. 26:17-46; Mk. 14:12-42;   Preparation for the Passover, the Lord’s supper 

Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, Judas signaled as the traitor 

Apostles warned against desertion, The great upper room discourse (Jn. 13-17) 

The agony in Gethsemane, The betrayal and arrest, Peter and the healing of Malchus’ ear 

 

Friday    Mt. 26:47-27:56; Mk. 14:43-15:46; Jn. 18:2-19:30 Jewish and Roman Trials 

Pilate handed over Jesus to the Jews, Judas’ suicide, The road to the cross 

On the cross: First three hours: 9:00 to 12:00 a.m. three sayings: 

“Father forgive them...” “Today you will be with me in paradise” “Dear woman, here is your son” 

Second three hours: 12:00-3:00 p.m. four sayings: 

“My God, my God...” “I am thirsty...” “It is finished” “Into your hands I commend my spirit” 



Supernatural phenomena accompanying Jesus’ death: Darkness, earthquake, rending of the temple veil 

Burial of the body in Joseph’s tomb. 

 

Saturday  Mt. 27:57-66; Lk. 23:47-56; Jn. 19:31-42  Body in the tomb 

Sunday  Mt. 28:1-10; Mk. 16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-35; Jn. 20:1-31 The Resurrection 

 

Key New Testament Themes 

Salvation Through Faith in Christ: John 3:16, Romans 3:20-26, Ephesians 2:1-10 

In the book of Romans, Paul summarizes his lifelong question about the relationship between Jewish law, which 

requires certain observances and actions, and faith in the grace offered by God through Jesus Christ, which is 

given freely and without regard for good works. This issue was particularly problematic in Rome because the 

early church consisted both of Jewish followers of Christ, who observed the law, and Gentile followers, to 

whom the law was relatively unknown. Paul concludes that the law is a gift from God that shows us our sin, but 

ultimately we are justified by faith alone, and the grace of God is available to both Jews and Gentiles.  

 

The Holy Spirit 

The book of Acts presents a rich theology of the Holy Spirit. It describes him as the one that empowers the 

church to live transformed lives and to evangelize the world. It records that he performed many signs and 

wonders to validate the ministry of the apostles and other early church leaders. It testifies that he gave great 

courage to Christians who faced opposition and persecution. In short, Acts describes the Holy Spirit as the one 

whose power enables the spread of the gospel and the kingdom, and as the one who empowers his people for 

godly living. 

 

 Acts 1:1-8 

  

As we will see, one critical element in Jesus' teaching about the kingdom was that the Holy Spirit would 

soon come in a particular way to the apostles. Notice that when Jesus announced the coming baptism of the 

Spirit, the apostles asked if Jesus was about to restore the kingdom to Israel. The expression restore the 

kingdom to Israel is unfamiliar to many modern readers, so we should pause to explain it. 

The Old Testament prophets predicted that because Israel and Judah's sins were so great, God would 

exile them from the Promised Land and subject them to the tyranny of foreign rulers. Based on Old Testament 

prophecies, Jews believed that God would later send the Messiah to restore his people by forgiving their sins, 

returning them to the Land, and ruling over them. As a descendant of David, the Messiah would become king 

over Israel and Judah, turning the Promised Land into the center of God's kingdom on earth, where God's 

people would enjoy eternal and blessed life. By the first century, Israel had suffered judgment for hundreds of 

years, and desperately longed for a political Messiah to restore the kingdom of Israel. So, when the apostles 

learned that Jesus was about to ascend into heaven, they hoped that he would fulfill these Old Testament 

predictions before he left. This is why they asked him about the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. However, 

Jesus taught that this popular expectation of a sudden political restoration of the kingdom to Israel was 

misguided and that the spread of the gospel throughout the world and Christ's glorious return would be the way 

God fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. 

But why did the apostles ask about the restoration of the kingdom in response to Jesus' statements about 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Well, once again, the apostles were thinking about Old Testament prophecy. In a 

number of passages, the Old Testament prophets predicted that when judgment was over, God would pour out 

his Spirit as never before. 

Listen to what the prophet Isaiah said about the Spirit in Isaiah chapter 44 verses 3 and 4: 



I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, 

and my blessing on your descendants. They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing 

streams. (Isaiah 44:3-4) 

Here Isaiah spoke about restoration, saying that God would pour out his Spirit on the land. 

Old Testament prophets proclaimed that before the Messiah came, Israel would live in what the rabbi's called 

this age of sin, corruption and death. And they announced that when the Messiah came, he would usher in a new 

age, what the rabbi's called the age to come, the age in which God's enemies would be judged, and his people 

ultimately and irrevocably blessed. Old Testament prophets never spelled out how long this process would take, 

but most rabbis expected it to happen all at once. 

In contrast to this view, Jesus explained that God's kingdom would unfold over time by spreading 

throughout the nations. Instead of coming all at once, the transition to the glorious kingdom of God would come 

in stages. The age to come would be inaugurated during Jesus' earthly ministry. It would continue during 

Christ's reign in heaven, as the kingdom spread through the ministry of the gospel. And when Jesus returned in 

the future, this age of sin would completely end, and the universal, messianic kingdom would reach its 

consummation. 

This outlook on the coming of the kingdom explains why Jesus responded to the apostles as he did. The 

Holy Spirit was about to be poured out on the church, but this did not mean that the consummation of all things 

was near. Jesus had only inaugurated the kingdom, and the blessing of the Spirit would equip his church as it 

continued to live in a sinful world prior to his return. 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

Acts 2:1-4 

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they 

were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) 

 

THE CHURCH 

 

Necessity: 

Christ commissioned the apostles to build his church. Why? The apostles knew that a handful of men could not 

take the message of Christ to the whole world by themselves; they needed an army of witnesses to proclaim the 

gospel of the kingdom in every land. 

Physical Limitations 

As we have already seen, the apostles' job was to bear witness to Christ by proclaiming the gospel. But they 

could not, by themselves, be "living letters" to the entire world. To solve this problem, the apostles delegated 

much of the responsibility of being authentic witnesses to the church. As people were added to the church 

through the apostles' evangelism, these believers also became "living letters" in their own right. They lived out 

the gospel, thereby testifying to their families and to their neighbors about Jesus. Some of them even became 

missionaries and evangelists. In this way, the apostles created a self-replicating model for authentic evangelism 

in every generation, with the church itself doing most of the work. To be sure, the church was not able to 

evangelize with the same authority and miraculous confirmation that attended the apostle's preaching. 

Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit was still pleased to work through the church's authentic testimony in life and 

word, and to convert many new believers through this means. 

For instance, listen to what Acts chapter 11 verses 19 through 21 says about the believers who were scattered by 

persecution: 

[They] traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. Some of them ... 

went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord's 

hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. (Acts 11:19-21) 

 

Temporal Limitations 

The apostles were convinced that Jesus would return, but they did not know when. By the time King Herod 

killed the apostle James in Acts chapter 12, it was obvious that at least some apostles would not survive until 



Jesus returned. So, the apostles' trained the church not only to evangelize under direct apostolic supervision, but 

also to carry on the work of building the church after the apostles died. 

For example, listen to Paul's words to the Ephesian elders in Acts chapter 20 verses 25 through 28: 

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again... 

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of 

the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. (Acts 20:25-28) 

 

Paul wanted to make sure that the church would continue to depend on Christ to spread the gospel in authentic 

ways and to bring believers to maturity. So, he made sure that its leaders were prepared to continue their 

ministries after his own death. Because of the apostles' physical and temporal limitations, the church was central 

to the apostles' short-term and long-term strategies for advancing the kingdom of God. 

 

Preparation: 

Teaching In Ephesians chapter 2, the apostle Paul described the church as a building, built on Christ as 

the cornerstone and on the apostles and prophets as the foundation. Listen to his words in Ephesians chapter 2 

verses 19 and 20: 

You are ... fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. (Ephesians 2:19-20) 

Notice here that Paul had in mind not simply that the apostles were the initial leaders of the church, but that 

their teachings were the foundation of the church, the basis for the church's beliefs. 

This is why Luke was so careful in the book of Acts to highlight the fact that the church dedicated itself to the 

apostles' teachings. As he recorded in Acts chapter 2 verse 42: 

[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching. (Acts 2:42) 

Luke wanted his readers to know that in order to be faithful to Christ, and in order for God to bless our attempts 

to spread his kingdom, the church must be built not only on Christ as the chief cornerstone, but also on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets of the early church. The apostles authoritatively and reliably passed on 

the work and teaching of Jesus. So, Christians in every age must proclaim, preserve and live by the apostles' 

teachings. 

This is true even today for the church of Christ. The most obvious way that this is true for us today is that the 

New Testament itself was written primarily by apostles. And those books that were not written by apostles, such 

as the book of Acts, obtained apostolic approval. As the church of Christ today, we build our lives on the 

writings of the New Testament as the true summation of the teachings of the apostles. 

 

Officers 

The apostles appointed additional church officers (elders and deacons) to ensure that the church would be able 

to carry out God's mission. 

In fact, the apostles began appointing additional officers very quickly because they recognized almost 

immediately that they themselves could not perform even the ministries associated with the local church in 

Jerusalem. We see this very clearly in Acts chapter 6, where the apostles created the office of deacon to ensure 

that the church would be able to meet the needs of its members. In this case, the apostles instructed the church 

to select men who would be responsible for the daily distribution of food. 

Listen to the way the apostles handled this in Acts chapter 6 verses 3 through 6: [The apostles said], "Brothers, 

choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 

responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." ... [The church] 

presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. (Acts 6:3-6) 

The apostles also appointed elders, often called pastors, to shepherd and to lead the various local congregations 

of the church. For example, during Paul's missionary journeys, the apostle typically gathered new converts into 

churches, and appointed leaders who would take charge of the church when he left. 

We see an example of this in Acts chapter 14 verse 23, where Luke provided this account: 

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to 

the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. (Acts 14:23) 

 



Foundations II: New Testament Overview 
 

The New Testament is a record of historical events, the ‘good news’ events of the saving life of the Lord Jesus 

Christ—His life, death, resurrection, ascension, and the continuation of His work in the world—which is 

explained and applied by the apostles whom He chose and sent into the world. It is also the fulfillment of those 

events long anticipated by the Old Testament. Further, it is sacred history, which, unlike secular history, was 

written under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. This means it, like the Old Testament, is protected 

from human error and possesses divine authority for the church today and throughout human history until the 

Lord Himself returns. 

 

Books of the New Testament: 27 books in 5 categories 

 

The 4 Gospels 

The word “gospel” means “good news.”   

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

 

The Book of Acts 

Acts 1:1–3, “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, [2] 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. [3] He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”  

 

Paul’s letters to local churches 

Romans, 1 and Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2  

Thessalonians,  

 

The Pastoral Epistles: Paul’s letters to church leaders 

1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon 

 

The General Epistles: Letters to large groups 

Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 John, Jude, Revelation 

 

Timeline of the New Testament 
 

 Key Events       Date  Reference 

 Birth of Jesus           4 BC  Matthew 1 

 Baptism of Jesus      26 AD  Matthew 3 

 Death and Resurrection   30 AD  Matthew 27-28 

 Pentecost     30 AD  Acts 2 

 Saul’s conversion    34 AD  Acts 9 

 Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius 38 AD  Acts 10 

 Paul’s 1st missionary journey   46-47 AD Acts 13-14 

 Jerusalem Council    48-49 AD Acts 15 

 Paul’s 2nd missionary journey  49 AD  Acts 15-18 

 Paul’s 3rd missionary journey  52-55 AD Acts 18-21 

 

Three Years of Jesus Ministry 
 

  Year 1: Relative Obscurity 

 Baptism of Jesus 

 Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness 



 Jesus begins gathering his first disciples. 

 Jesus’ brief visit to Galilee where he performed his first miracle in Cana and stopped in Capernaum. 

 Jesus’ early Judean ministry, including his first cleansing of the temple and his talk with Nicodemus. 

 Jesus’ return to Galilee, in which he speaks with the woman of Samaria at the well and returns to Cana  

where he performed his second miracle. 

 Jesus’ return to Judea to attend an unnamed feast in Jerusalem where he heals the man at the pool of  

Bethesda on the Sabbath that provokes the anger of the Jewish leaders. 

 

 Year 2: Year of Popularity 

 Jesus begins his great Galilean ministry of preaching repentance and that the kingdom of God is at hand. 

 Jesus’ rejection in his hometown of Nazareth of Galilee and makes Capernaum in Galilee the  

headquarters for his great Galilean ministry. 

 Jesus calls his disciples to begin following him full time. 

 Jesus chooses but 12 of his disciples to be his apostles. 

 Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 

 Jesus sends out his 12 apostles on their first ministry mission and instructs them. 

 The story of John the Baptist’s murder by Herod. 

 Jesus heals servant of Roman Officer, brings back to life a widow’s son, calms a storm and more! 

 

 Year 3:  Year of Opposition 

 Jesus feeds the 5,000 

 Jesus refused to have the crowds make him their bread king and preaches he is the bread of life.  Many  

disciples then turn away from him. 

 Jesus’ transfiguration 

 Jesus closes his Galilean ministry and conducts his later Judean and Perean ministry while enroute to  

Jerusalem to be crucified. 

 Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.  

The Jewish religious leaders plot Jesus’ murder to save their own positions. 

 Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem and his entrance into the city on Palm Sunday. 

 Holy Week of Jesus’ passion and resurrection 

 Jesus’ last appearances to his disciples and his ascension into heaven 
 

Passion Week: Week of His Suffering 
 

Saturday  Jn. 11:55-12:1    Anointed by Mary in Bethany 

Sunday  Mt. 21:1-17; Lk. 19:29-44  Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem 

Monday  Mk. 11:12-18    The fig tree cursed, Second cleansing of the temple 

Tuesday  Mt. 21:23-22:14, 41-46; Jn. 12:2-8 Jesus’ authority challenged 

Parable of the two sons, the wicked husbandman, the rejected stone, and the marriage feast 

  The greatest commandment, Lament over Jerusalem 

Greeks desire to see Jesus 

The Olivet Discourse (Signs of Jesus return) 

Parables: The fig tree, the porter, the master of the house, the faithful and evil servants, the ten 

virgins, the talents, the sheep and the goats 

Judas bargains to betray Jesus 

 

Wednesday  Mt. 26:14-16     Judas bargains to betray Jesus 

Thursday  Mt. 26:17-46; Mk. 14:12-42;   Preparation for the Passover, the Lord’s supper 



Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, Judas signaled as the traitor 

Apostles warned against desertion, The great upper room discourse (Jn. 13-17) 

The agony in Gethsemane, The betrayal and arrest, Peter and the healing of Malchus’ ear 

 

Friday    Mt. 26:47-27:56; Mk. 14:43-15:46; Jn. 18:2-19:30 Jewish and Roman Trials 

Pilate handed over Jesus to the Jews, Judas’ suicide, The road to the cross 

On the cross: First three hours: 9:00 to 12:00 a.m. three sayings: 

“Father forgive them...” “Today you will be with me in paradise” “Dear woman, here is your son” 

Second three hours: 12:00-3:00 p.m. four sayings: 

“My God, my God...” “I am thirsty...” “It is finished” “Into your hands I commend my spirit” 

Supernatural phenomena accompanying Jesus’ death: Darkness, earthquake, rending of the temple veil 

Burial of the body in Joseph’s tomb. 

 

Saturday  Mt. 27:57-66; Lk. 23:47-56; Jn. 19:31-42  Body in the tomb 

Sunday  Mt. 28:1-10; Mk. 16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-35; Jn. 20:1-31 The Resurrection 

 

Key New Testament Themes 

Salvation Through Faith in Christ: John 3:16, Romans 3:20-26, Ephesians 2:1-10 

 

The Holy Spirit 

The book of Acts presents a rich theology of the Holy Spirit. It describes him as the one that empowers the 

church to live transformed lives and to evangelize the world. It records that he performed many signs and 

wonders to validate the ministry of the apostles and other early church leaders. It testifies that he gave great 

courage to Christians who faced opposition and persecution. In short, Acts describes the Holy Spirit as the one 

whose power enables the spread of the gospel and the kingdom, and as the one who empowers his people for 

godly living. 

 Acts 1:1-8, Isaiah 44:3-4, Acts 2:1-4, Acts 4:13 

 

The Church 

 

Necessity: 

Physical Limitations- Acts 11:19-21 

Temporal Limitations- Acts 20:25-28 

 

Preparation: 

Teaching - Ephesians 2:19-20, Acts 2:42 

Officers- The apostles appointed additional church officers (elders and deacons) to ensure that 

the church would be able to carry out God's mission. Acts 6:3-6, Acts 14:23 

 

 


