
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
In this season of careful reflection and earnest prayer seeking God’s 

direction in this new chapter at First Pres. Pooler, we are looking at four essential 

habits to increasingly cultivate seeing and savoring the glory of God in the 

Scriptures.  

The first habit to nurture is to humbly depend on God to open our eyes 

and hearts to see and savor what’s really there. By nature, we do not instinctively 

see the glorious truths of the Scripture. As the puritan John Owen says, “there is 

a light in the word…but there is by nature a covering, a veil, on the eyes of the 

understanding of all men, so that they are not able of themselves to behold the 

light.” Therefore, we must, with the Psalmist, plead with the Lord to “open [our] 

eyes, that [we] may behold wondrous things out of [God’s] law (Ps.119:18).1  

Why do I say a “humble” dependence? It is because, as Psalm 25:9 says, 

God promises to “lead the humble in what is right and teach the humble his way.” 

However, there is a massive obstacle standing in the way: pride. Speaking of pride, 

Jonathan Edwards says “pride is a very great obstacle to the entering of divine 

light.” The reason for this is that it “hinders men from seeing the excellency of God 

[because it] sets up themselves as the most excellent.”2 One of the ways pride 

expresses itself is that we believe we naturally understand the meaning of a 

Scripture text without the Spirit’s help of illuminating the word. Test yourself—

before you sit down to read the Bible do you pray and ask God to help you 

understand what you are reading? Or even more to the point, do you ask Him to 

help you not merely understand, but treasure the precious truths of God’s word? 

If not, ask yourself “what does the fact that I don’t ask for God’s help reveal about 

my sense of dependence on God in Scripture reading?” 

Others of us (perhaps most of us) have another experience, which is 

another, equal and opposite, species of pride—we believe that (apart from some 

unforeseen miracle) we are destined to never really be able to understand and 

treasure the truths of Scripture in our daily Bible reading. God’s word challenges 

us to ask, “do I believe God can open my eyes?” John Piper gives a cutting 

testimony of how most Christians answer this question. He says, many “people 

feel that the absence of the desire is the last nail in the coffin of joyful meditation 

on God’s word.” They believe “there is nothing they can “do about the absence of 

desire.” He notes that “the problem with this response is that these folks have not 

just lost desire for God’s word, but they have lost sight of the sovereign power of 

God, who gives that desire. They are acting like practical atheists. They have 

adopted a kind of fatalism that ignores the way the psalmist prays” when he says, 

“Incline my heart to your testimonies.” Given this, what is the solution? In the 

absence of desire and with full conviction that ultimately God is sovereign over the 

desires of the heart, we must “[plead] with God to give us his desire for the word” 

and “[call] on God to cause what [we] cannot make happen on [our] own.”3 The 

promise of the gospel is this—just as God responded to our first prayer when we 

came to trust in Christ by opening our eyes to see Him, so He eagerly waits to 

answer our prayer to open the eyes of our hearts to behold and treasure the 

wondrous things in His word. If this is where you are, can I encourage you to do 

one thing? Each day, take that first small step and ask God to show you that He 

sovereign over the desires of the heart and to open the eyes of your heart to see 

and savor what you read in the Scriptures. 

Pastor Greg 
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Order of Worship 
(†-Please Stand) 

 

Preparation for Worship 

 

 

 

†Call to Worship                                                           Psalm 29:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†“ Before the Throne of God Above” 

 
 
 
 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 

 

“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 

† “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”   

 
 
 

†” Amazing Grace” 

 

Responsive Corporate Confession of Sin   

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                Psalm 103:8–12 

“The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always chide, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” 
 

 

†The Corporate Confession of Faith                  The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 
graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

“Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;  
worship the Lord in the splendor of 

holiness.”  

 

 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended into hell.* The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there he will  
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

Most merciful God,  
  
We confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Although it was not 
written by the 
apostles, the 
Apostles’ Creed is a 
concise summary 
of their teachings. 
It originated as a 
baptismal 
confession, 
probably in the 
second century, 
and developed into 
its present form by 
the sixth or 
seventh century. 
 
*suffered 
separation 
from God 
 
**universal 
 



Pastoral Prayer 

 
 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                    Proverbs 11:24-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†The Doxology                                                             

 

 

 

The Preaching of God’s Word                              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated Christian Life 

6. God’s Invisible Hand Propelling Evangelism 
Philippians 1:12–14 

 
 

 

†” All I Have is Christ” 

 

 

†The Benediction                                                             Romans 15:13 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Leading in Worship and Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 

 

 
Welcome to the First Presbyterian 

Church! 
Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 
knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 
fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 

plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage children 
to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an infant-3-
year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a nursing mother’s 
room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any way, please feel free 
to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:15 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are welcome! 

LIFE Groups Tonight around the community (5:30 pm) 

 
Ministry Opportunities This Week (10/9) 

 
Nursery – Nursery Captain- Charity Miles 
           Sunday School- Marsha Grovenstein, TBD 

11am service 
Infants: Cindy Doud, Martha Smith 
Toddlers: Amy Howell, TBD 

Ushers  

         Joel Horton, Brian Miles, Thomas Miles*, 
        Jeff Christopher (Deacon on Duty)  

 

Sound 
     Travis Cope, Marshall Davis 

 
Ministry Opportunities Next Week (10/16) 

 
Nursery – Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
           Sunday School- Marsha Grovenstein, Miriam Hayes 

11am service 
Infants- Joel and Charity Daniels 
Toddlers- Jessica and Allison Mack, Catie-Clair Salazar 

Ushers  

         Ryan Brown, Mike Foley, John Twibell*, 
        Scott Terry (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Sound 

     Laina Twibell, Marshall Davis 

*Front door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 

worship of  

Almighty God  

On the Lord’s Day 
 

October 9, 2022 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words “glory” and 
“word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune God (Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

 “One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another 
withholds what he should give, and only suffers 
want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 

and one who waters will himself be watered.” 

 

 



 

11 o’clock in the morning 

 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

Announcements 
 

Blessings & Opportunities 
 

● Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if 
you can help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 

● Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you 
can help on Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 

 

 

This Week @ FPCP 
 

● Sunday Evening LIFE Groups TONIGHT 
 

● Youth Group | Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

● Women’s Bible Study Wednesday, 6:30-8:00 pm and Thursday, 
10:00-11:30 am @ FPCP | “Esther: The Hidden Hand of God” 

 

Coming Soon 

 
● Women over 55, join us for our 5:11 Group where we will 

“encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing” (I Thessalonians 5:11).  We will meet the 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 pm at the church.   
 

 
In Other News… 

 
Update your Elexio photo! Our resident photographer Charity Miles 

will be available at our monthly Town Hall lunch October 30th to take your 
picture! Mark your calendar and plan to be a part. 
 
Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, 
etc.) or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working 

deacons know by dropping them an email at 
deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Sermon Notes 

Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated 
Christian Life 

6. God’s Invisible Hand Propelling Evangelism 
Philippians 1:12–14 

 
Main point—Seeing God’s invisible hand manipulating horrific 

circumstances propels us to boldly evangelize without fear. 

 

The main point is one conviction producing two results 

 

 

I. One conviction—God’s invisible hand manipulates horrific 

circumstances to advance the gospel (v.12) 
 

 

 

 

II.  Result #1— Paul shared the gospel with Roman non-Christians 

(v.13) 
 
Paul shared the gospel with two groups 

1. The emperors’ elite soldiers (“the praetorian guard”) 

 

 

 

2. Those in and around Caesar’s own household (“all the rest”) 
 

 

III.Result #2—Roman Christians were emboldened to share the gospel 
with Roman non-Christians (v.14). 

 

Structure of v.13: 

1. The ground of their confidence (“the Lord”) 
 

2. The means God’s used to increase their confidence (Paul’s 

“imprisonment”) 
 

3. The result of their confidence (“boldness to speak the word without fear”) 
 

Applications 

 

1. Focus on God’s invisible hand manipulating your circumstances rather than 
the circumstances themselves. 
 

 

2. Be propelled to boldly evangelize without fear. 
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