
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 

As we pursue God’s direction in this new chapter at First Pres. Pooler, we are 

considering four essential habits to increasingly cultivate seeing and savoring the 

glory of God in the Scriptures.  

 

You will remember the first habit from last week was to humbly depend on God to 

open our eyes and hearts to see and savor what’s really there. We said that just 

as God responded to our first prayer when we came to trust in Christ by opening 

our eyes to see Him, so He eagerly waits to answer our prayer to open the eyes 

of our hearts to behold and treasure the wondrous things in His word. We do this 

by daily taking that first small step and asking God to show us that He is sovereign 

over the desires of our hearts and to open the eyes of our hearts to see and savor 

what we read in the Scriptures. 

 

A second habit to cultivate is to aggressively marinate in the word. Many Christians 

read their Bibles passively, as if they are watching television. However, God’s word 

calls us to actively engage with it, marinating in it, pondering over it with reference 

to our own hearts. Just like when you marinate a nice slab of meat you plan to 

slow cook on the grill (the purists in our congregation would probably say a 

charcoal grill!). Every grill master knows you would never just sprinkle on the 

marinate or dip the meat in for a minute; rather, you let the meat marinate in it. 

The same is true with marinating in the word of God. We must plant ourselves in 

the word, read the passage multiple times, use a study bible, make notes in the 

margins with pen in hand. We must pray over the word, plead with God to show 

us the meaning, and—when we are stuck—wait for God to answer our prayer. It 

is long and hard work, but the payoff is worth it. 

 

In his book Reading the Bible Supernaturally, John Piper gives the helpful 

illustration of a hypothetical scenario in which he hid ten million dollars in your 

house that was yours for the taking if you found it. There is little doubt that you 

would continue to search for it until you found it. Oh friend, search the scriptures, 

mine them, for the treasures of God’s word are “more to be desired” “than gold, 

even much fine gold (Psalm 19:10).”1 And the woman who invests herself in the 

arduous challenge of Bible memorization, meditation, and study will experience a 

massive return on her investment. 

 

The goal is to become saturated with the word of God. Charles Spurgeon called 

John Bunyan “a living Bible!” “Prick him anywhere” he said, “his blood is Bibline, 

the very essence of the Bible flows from him. He cannot speak without quoting a 

text, for his very soul is full of the world of God.”2 When we saturate ourself with 

God’s word as we pray and seek His will, the Holy Spirit is primed to guide us into 

all truth by taking the word and applying it to us (John 16:13–14).  

 

Pastor Greg 
 

1 John Piper, Reading the Bible Supernaturally: Seeing and Savoring the Glory of God in Scripture (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 

2017), p.333 
1 Charles Spurgeon, “The Last Words of Christ on the Cross,”, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 63 vols. (Pasadena, TX: 

Pilgrim Publications, 1977), 45:495. 

 
 

 

Order of Worship 
(†-Please Stand) 

 

Preparation for Worship 

 

 

 

†Call to Worship                                                           Psalm 34:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†“ 10,000 Reasons” 

 
 
 
 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                       Mr. Kelly Larson 

 

“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 

† “Wonderful Merciful Savior”   

 
 
 

 

†” Psalm 62 (My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone)”  

 

Responsive Corporate Confession of Sin   

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                   Exodus 34:6-7 

“The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will 

by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 

 
 

†The Corporate Confession of Faith                  The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covenant Baptism of Tatiana Bliss Wykoff 

    Daughter of Charles & Alanna Wykoff 
    Baptized by her Maternal Grandfather Rev. John Lesondak  

 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

“I will bless the Lord at all times; 
    his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
    let the humble hear and be glad. 
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 
    and let us exalt his name together!” 
 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 
hell.* The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there 
he will  
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

Almighty God, you who are rich in mercy to all who call upon you; 
hear us as we come to you humbly confessing our sins, and asking 
your mercy and forgiveness. We’ve broken your holy laws by our 
words and deeds, and by the sinful affections of our hearts. We admit 
before you our disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and 
willfulness, and all our failures and shortcomings toward our fellow 
men. Father, have mercy on us, and in your great goodness grant 

that from now on we may serve and please you in newness of life; 
through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Although it was not 
written by the 
apostles, the 
Apostles’ Creed is a 
concise summary 
of their teachings. 
It originated as a 
baptismal 
confession, 
probably in the 
second century, 
and developed into 
its present form by 
the sixth or 
seventh century. 
 
*suffered 
separation 
from God 
 
**universal 
 



Welcome to New Members  
 

Clay & Karra, Autumn, Kanan, Collin, & Violet Harden 
“All Must Be Well” 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                  2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†The Doxology                                                             

 

 

 

The Preaching of God’s Word                              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated Christian Life 

7. Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing: 
Commending Christ by Cherishing Christ 

Philippians 1:12–14 
 

 

†” O Great God” 

 

†The Benediction                                                                   Jude 24-26  

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy,  to the only 
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 

 
 
 

Leading in Worship: Mr. Kelly Larson, RE 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with 
us today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 
knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, 
please fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in 

the offering plate during the service or scan the QR code in the 
bulletin to confidentially share your info with our staff. We do 
encourage children to be in and participate in our worship service, but 
we do have an infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. 
There is also a nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we 
can help you in any way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers 
or with Greg Salazar or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:15 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are welcome! 

LIFE Groups Tonight around the community (5:30 pm) 

 
Ministry Opportunities This Week (10/16) 

 
Nursery – Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
           Sunday School- Marsha Grovenstein, Miriam Hayes 

11am service 

Infants- Ainsley Korsholm, TBD 
Toddlers- Jessica and Allison Mack, Catie-Claire Salazar 

Ushers  
         Ryan Brown, Mike Foley, John Twibell*, 

        Scott Terry (Deacon on Duty)  
 
Sound 

     Laina Twibell, Marshall Davis 

 
Ministry Opportunities Next Week (10/23) 

 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
               Sunday school- Marsha Grovenstein, Kaye Wimberly 
               11am service 

               Infants- Marsha Grovenstein, Lisa Luker 
               Toddlers- Pamela Terry, Mary Michael Davis 

Ushers  
        Michael Mack, Declan Miles, Brian Purtell*, 

       Steve Mack (Deacon on Duty)  
 

Sound 
     Jeff Christopher, Marshall Davis 

*Front door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 

worship of  

Almighty God  

On the Lord’s Day 
 

October 16, 2022 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words “glory” and 
“word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune God (Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 

abound in every good work.” 

 



 

11 o’clock in the morning 

 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

Announcements 
 

Blessings & Opportunities 
 

● Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if 
you can help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 

● Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you 
can help on Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 

 

 

This Week @ FPCP 
 

● Sunday Evening LIFE Groups TONIGHT 
 

● Youth Group | Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

● Women’s Bible Study Wednesday, 6:30-8:00 pm and Thursday, 
10:00-11:30 am @ FPCP | “Esther: The Hidden Hand of God” 

 
● Men’s Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 pm and 1st & 

3rd Friday, 7:00-8:00 am @ FPCP 
 

Coming Soon 
 
● Women over 55, join us for our 5:11 Group where we will 

“encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing” (I Thessalonians 5:11).  We will meet the 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 pm at the church.   
 

 

In Other News… 
 

Update your Elexio photo! Our resident photographer Charity Miles 
will be available at our monthly Town Hall lunch October 30th to take your 
picture! Mark your calendar and plan to be a part. 
 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, 
etc.) or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working 
deacons know by dropping them an email at 
deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sermon Notes 

Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated 
Christian Life 

7. Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing: 
Commending Christ by Cherishing Christ 

Philippians 1:12–14 
 

A love for Christ produces a passion for proclaiming Christ 

 

 

 

Two competing motives for preaching 

 

I.  Passion for Christ and proclaiming Christ 
 

 

 

 

 

II. Passion for self-promotion and promoting one’s own 
“Church brand” 

 

 

 

Application 

 

1. Search your motives—Is your passion for Christ and 
proclaiming Him or for the promotion of a particular brand 

of Christianity? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Cherishing Christ keeps us commending Christ rather than 
ourselves 
 

 

Staff 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

 
Student Ministry: 
Mr. John Miles 

 
Ministry Coordinator: 

Mrs. Melissa Miles 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
Mrs. Crystal Twibell 

Elders 
Mr. Randy Grovenstein 

Mr. Kelly Larson 
Mr. Stephen Mullis 
Mr. John Twibell 

 
Deacons 

Mr. Jeff Christopher  
Mr. Travis Cope 
Mr. Steve Mack 

Mr. Tyler Robison  
Mr. Scott Terry 
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