
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
Last week we relished that as Christians God has given us new identities because we 
are united to Jesus Christ. Our new identity flows from our union with Christ, the 
biblical teaching that Christians are really and mystically united to Christ by the Holy 
Spirit. Last week we looked at two implications of union with Christ that we must 
embrace as Christians. First, because we died in Christ with Christ, sin has lost its 
power over us. And second, because we were raised with Christ in his resurrection, 
we are seated with Christ in heaven even now. This week we are going to look at 
two further implications of our union with Christ and what God calls us to do in light 
of this glorious doctrine. 
 
Embracing Your New God-Defined Identity  
First, union with Christ calls us to embrace our new God-defined, rather than an old 
self-defined identity. Sadly, even after hearing these truths for decades, many 
Christians have a poor understanding of who they actually are in Christ. Experientially, 
many have “self-defining identities,” in that they see themselves primarily by either the 
past sins they have committed or according to their own spiritual performance. The 
problem, of course, with either of these options is that they are both rooted in what 
the person has done, rather than what Christ has accomplished on his or her behalf.  
 
Union with Christ breaks into this mindset and commands Christians to have a God-
defined identity, namely, to see themselves not by what they have done, but what 
Christ has accomplished on their behalf. When it comes to obeying Paul’s command to 
“consider oneself” it is as if there is a fence and one is forced to choose to embrace 
one side or the other—and there is no middle ground.  On one side of the fence is a 
self-defined identity rooted in what a person has done, on the other of the fence is a 
God-defined identity rooted in what God has done for them in Christ. And, of course, 
the command to “consider oneself” is a command not merely to assent intellectually to 
a proposition, but to embrace experientially a reality. Indeed, there is a major 
difference between the intellectual assent and experiential embrace.  
 
More than Lip Service—Not Merely a “Sinner Who Happens to Be Saved” 
Many Christians pay lip service to the doctrine of union with Christ, but it makes little 
difference in their daily life. For example, I remember being stunned hearing well-
known Reformed pastor opening a ministerial gathering by praying, “Lord, I thank you 
that we are sinners, who happen to be saved by grace.” As I reflected on these words 
in the light of Scripture, I remember thinking “actually, nothing could be further from 
the truth!” To say it another way, it is fundamentally opposed to the very nature of 
God and the Gospel to believe that—the Father made a covenant with the Son before 
the foundation of the world to save a people for Himself; that Jesus became a man 
and achieved the active obedience of his perfect, died a substitutionary death in the 
place of his elect, rose triumphantly from the dead and as our federal head, ascended 
into heaven where he makes intercession for his people even now, sent His Spirit into 
our hearts, and has committed Himself to bring His elect to be with him forever: so 
that we could identify ourselves as “sinners, who happen to be saved by grace?”  
 
Please do not misunderstand me. I am not claiming that believers do not still struggle—
even significantly and lifelong—with indwelling sin. Rather, I am arguing that although 
believers may struggle with ongoing sin, there is a truer certainty that defines their 
existence. In short, Christ died and rose so those who believe in him could have a deep 
and abiding knowledge that they are entirely defined by what Christ has done for them 
through his death and resurrection. As Sinclair Ferguson says, we must “align our self-
understanding to the apostolic norm.” For “when it comes to living out the gospel, 
clothes make the man-or the woman! If you are a new person in Christ, having died 
to the old life, been buried in Christ’s tomb, been raised with him, ascended in him, 
now have your true life hidden in him, and are destined to be with him in his glory- 
then live as though these things are true of you – because they are true!” (Devoted to 
God, pp.114, 130) The beauty of this truth is that believers are not attempting to 
generate a new identity. Rather, they are embracing the reality of who they are in 
Christ, freely given by faith. 

                               Pastor Greg 

Order of Worship 
(†-Please Stand) 

 
 
Preparation for Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
† Call to Worship                                      1 Corinthians 15:54b-55, 57 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† “God of Wonders” 

 

 
 
 
 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer               Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason          

 
“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 
 
 
 
† “I Surrender All”   
 
 

 
 
 
†”How Sweet and Aweful Is the Place”  
 

 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin                                        from Psalm 51 
                                      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                      1 John 2:1-2  

 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
 
 
 

†The Corporate Confession of Faith                  The Apostles’ Creed  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, 
and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 

 
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 
hell.* The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there 
he will  
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

     Minister:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 

steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. 

     People:  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
me. 

      Minister:  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what 
is evil in your sight. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out my 
iniquities. 

      People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. 

      All:  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 
a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners 
will return to you. 

 

Although it was not 
written by the 
apostles, the 
Apostles’ Creed is a 
concise summary 
of their teachings. 
It originated as a 
baptismal 
confession, 
probably in the 
second century, 
and developed into 
its present form by 
the sixth or 
seventh century. 
 
*suffered 
separation 
from God 
 
**universal 
 



 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer 

 

 
 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                       2 Corinthians 9:7-8 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
†The Doxology                                                             

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Preaching of God’s Word                              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated Christian Life 

“Heavenly Citizens United In Our Common Mission” 
Philippians 1:25–30 

 
 

 
†” O Great God” 

 

†The Benediction                                                                   Jude 24-26 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only 
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 

 
Welcome to the First Presbyterian 

Church! 
Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with 
us today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 
knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, 
please fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in 

the offering plate during the service or scan the QR code in the 
bulletin to confidentially share your info with our staff. We do 
encourage children to be in and participate in our worship service, but 
we do have an infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. 
There is also a nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we 
can help you in any way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers 
or with Greg Salazar or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:15 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

LAST LIFE Groups Tonight (5:30 pm) Around the Community 

 
Ministry Opportunities This Week (11/20) 

 
     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Maggie Banks 
               Sunday school- Marsha Grovenstein  

                Infants- Cindy Doud, Martha Smith                
    Toddlers- Leah Underwood, Amy Howell 

     Ushers  
        Brian Purtell, Jon Kim, Mike Foley*, 

       Scott Terry (Deacon on Duty)  
 
Slides and Sound 

     Jeff Christopher, Laina Twibell 
 

Ministry Opportunities Next Week (11/27) 
 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Maggie Banks 
               Sunday school- No Sunday School  
                Infants- Joel and Charity Daniels                

    Toddlers- Phoebe Banks, Abbi Cate Twibell 
     Ushers  
         Michael Mack, Declan Miles, Andy Hayes*, 
       Steve Mack (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Slides and Sound 

     Stephen Mullis, Marshall Davis 
 
 
*Fellowship Hall door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
November 20, 2022 

 
 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 
 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

 “Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.” 

 
 



 
 
 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

                                   Announcements 
 

                                               Coming Soon 
Thanksgiving Brunch | November 27th during the Sunday school hour 
in lieu of classes. Please bring a dish to share with others. 
 
Women's Ministry Christmas Party November 30th @ 6:30pm | 
“Brown paper packages tied up with string, these are a few of my favorite 
things!" Bring a few of your favorite things, $20 limit please, tied up with 

string for the gift exchange at our Christmas party. What a fun way to get 
to know each other a bit more! Childcare will be provided if needed. 
 
FPCP Annual Christmas Party & Carols | Sunday, December 11th @ 
5:30pm 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service | Saturday, December 24th at 5:00 
pm @ FPCP. Invite your family and friends to this special celebration 
service! 
 
Save the Date - 5th Annual Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck | Saturday, 
February 25 (Rain Date: Saturday, March 4). More details to follow! 
 

 
This Week @ FPCP 

There are no planned events this week. Enjoy your Thanksgiving 
holidays! 
 

 
Blessings & Opportunities 

Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can 
help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 

 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help 
on Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 

 

 
In Other News… 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) or 

have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 
              
 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

“Heavenly Citizens United In Our Common Mission” 
Philippians 1:25–30 

 

Main point—Citizens of the kingdom of heaven unite together in 
defending the gospel against its’ opponents rather than devouring one 
another 
 
 
I.Internal conflict—Disunity in the church (v.25–27) 

 

Paul’s remedy to internal conflict—Who we are (identity) determines 

what we do (actions) 

 
Who we are (identity)—United to Christ by the Spirit 
 
What we do (actions)—Pursue a unified of mission   

 
Application—Engage in the battle within your heart (sin) to avoid 
battling those within the church. 

  

 
 
II.External conflict—Pressure to pledge allegiance to an earthly 

king (v.28–30) 
 

Paul’s remedy to external conflict—strive together against opponents 

of the gospel 

 

Two signs/results of striving against opponents of the gospel 

1. You will demonstrate to yourself the genuineness of your faith 

  

2. You will demonstrate to your opponents their impeding eternal 

destruction 

 
Three gains through suffering: 

1. Privilege of suffering 

 

2. Fraternity of suffering  

 
3. Economy of suffering 

 
Application—Engage the battle against gospel opponents (the 
world and Satan) by striving together for church unity.   
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