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Numbers 16–17

Moses and Aaron led the Israelites,  
who often rebelled.
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Let’s Make

Let’s Talk

Let’s Pray

ASK Who do you see in the picture?

SAY Moses and Aaron were the leaders of the Israelites. God had chosen 
the brothers as leaders, and he expected the Israelites to respect and 
obey them. But the people rebelled against them. They said, “You are 
no better than we are. Why are you in charge of us? Our lives were 
better before you came along!”

ASK Was God happy that the people did not trust his leaders?

SAY God punished the people who disobeyed. The ground opened up and 
swallowed some, and fire destroyed others.

ASK Did the people stop complaining about Moses and Aaron?

SAY The next day, they grumbled again and God punished those who 
complained. Moses told Aaron to make an offering to the Lord for 
the sins of the people. Then God showed the Israelites that he didn’t 
want to destroy them. The people were sorry for their sin. Each time 
they came to the tabernacle to worship God, they remembered that 
they must honor and obey those whom God had chosen to lead them. 
When people complain against God’s leaders, God says they are  
complaining against him.

Print People Who Are in Charge of Us across the top of a large sheet of poster board. 
Hand out old children’s magazines, scissors, and glue. Let children look through the 
magazines and cut out pictures they find of people who have authority over them  
(parent, pastor, teacher, coach, firefighter, etc.). Paste pictures on the poster board to 
make a collage. Display the finished collage. Let children talk about the pictures and 
discuss what God says it means to obey the leaders he puts in charge in our homes, our 
church, and our community.

Ask the children to repeat each sentence of this prayer after you. 

Dear God, thank you for providing leaders to take care of me. 
Thank you for my parents, my pastor, and my teachers. Please 
help me to respect and obey them. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


