
Foundations II-4 Justification and Adoption 

 

Opening: Having considered an overview of the OT and an overview of the NT, then having considered those 

key doctrines of Regeneration, Faith and Repentance, we know turn our attention logically to Justification and 

Adoption. 

 

Before we dive into a technical definition of Justification, I want you to hear story that might be one of the best 

illustrations of Justification that I have ever heard: 

It seems that there was a man in England who put his Rolls-Royce on a boat to cross the English Channel to the 

continent to go on a holiday. While he was driving around Europe, something happened to the motor of his car. 

He contacted the Rolls-Royce people back in England and asked, "I'm having trouble with my car; what do you 

suggest I do?" Well, the Rolls-Royce people flew a mechanic over! The mechanic repaired the car and flew 

back to England and left the man to continue his holiday. As you can imagine, the fellow was wondering, "How 

much is this going to cost me?" So when he got back to England, he wrote the people a letter and asked how 

much he owed them. He received a letter from the office that read: "Dear Sir: There is no record anywhere in 

our files that anything ever went wrong with a Rolls-Royce." In a sense, that is justification. 

 

What is justification? Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardons all our 

sins, and accepts us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, 

and received by faith alone. 
 

Justification is the very hinge and pillar of Christianity. An error about justification is dangerous, like a defect in 

a foundation. Justification by Christ is a spring of the water of life. 

 

 The Need for Justification, Romans 3:10-12, 19-20, 23 

We all need to be justified because we all have sinned and we cannot justify ourselves.  

The Cause of our Justification: An act of God’s free grace, Romans 3:24 

The causa, the inward motive or ground of justification, is the free grace of God: 'being justified freely by his 

grace.' Ambrose expounds this, as 'not of the grace wrought within us, but the free grace of God.' The first 

wheel that sets all the rest running is the love and favor of God; as a king freely pardons a delinquent. 

Justification is a mercy spun out of the heart of free grace. God does not justify us because we are worthy, but 

by justifying us makes us worthy. 

The Ground of our Justification: Jesus’ life and death, Romans 3:24-25   

The ground of our justification is Christ's satisfaction made to his Father. If it be asked, how can it stand with 

God's justice and holiness to pronounce us innocent when we are guilty? The answer is, that Christ having made 

satisfaction for our fault, God may, in equity and justice, pronounce us righteous. It is a just thing for a creditor 

to discharge a debtor of the debt, when a satisfaction for the debt is made. 

Sin is pardoned, Ephesians 1:7 

Have they their sins pardoned? Yes: we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, Eph. 1:7. 

Does God forgive them? Yes: I, even I, am he that blots out your transgressions,, Isa. 43:25. 

Are all that are justified freed from the punishment of the law? Yes: for there is no condemnation to them that 

are in Christ Jesus, Rom. 8:1.  

Psalm 103:12, “as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” 

 



Righteousness is imputed, Romans 3:21-22, 5:18-19 

What is that righteousness of Christ which is imputed to us for our justification? 

A. The righteousness of Christ, which is imputed to us for our justification, is his whole obedience to the law in 

our stead, and that both his passive obedience in all his sufferings, especially in his death, whereby we have the 

pardon of all our sins ("In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins;" — Eph. 1:7); 

and his active obedience also, whereby we are accepted as righteous in God's sight: "For as by one man's 

disobedience many were made sinners; so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous." — Rom. 

5:19. 

 

How is the righteousness of Christ made ours? 

A. The righteousness of Christ is made ours by imputation. Romans 4:6–8, “[6] just as David also speaks of the 

blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7] “Blessed are those whose lawless 

deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; [8] blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count 

his sin.”” 

 

Imputation signifies to count, to reckon, or lay to the charge of another. Imputation is the very essence of 

justification and is twofold in its nature. On the one hand, the guilt of the sinner is imputed to Christ, who 

assumed the penalty and rendered the required obedience; and, on the other hand, the righteousness of Christ is 

imputed to the sinner, who believes in him. Thereby the sinner is pardoned, accepted as righteous, and given a 

title to the reward of the satisfaction of Christ.  

 

Received by faith alone, Ephesians 2:8-9 

This is the gospel — the good news that our sins are laid on Christ and his righteousness is laid on us, and that 

this great exchange becomes ours not by works but by faith alone. “By grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” 

(Ephesians 2:8–9). 

 

Galatians 2:16, “Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, 

so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, 

because by works of the law no one will be justified.” 

 

What about James 2:24, “You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone”? 

The apostle Paul does plainly and positively affirm, and by many arguments proves justification by faith 

without works, in his Epistles to the Romans and the Galatians; and be sure the apostle James, being inspired by 

the same Spirit in writing his Epistle, does not really contradict this doctrine.  

How should we understand the works James requires? Certainly good works are necessary, for without them we 

will not be justified, but we have seen that they aren’t the necessary basis or foundation. 

The best solution is to say they are the result and fruit of faith. True faith expresses it in works. Paul actually 

says the same thing, teaching what ultimately matters is “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6, NIV). 

The concept isn’t hard to understand. If I said the room you were in was about to blow up in one minute, and 

you believed me, desired to live, and were physically able to leave, you would hurry to exit. True faith would 

lead to works! Leaving the room would be the result of your faith. So it’s right to say, as the Reformers did, that 

we are justified by faith alone, but that true faith is never alone. I would suggest James is teaching this very 

idea. 

It isn’t as if our works save or justify in the sense that they qualify us to enter God’s presence—as if our virtue 

wins us God’s favor on the last day. James teaches that there is an organic relationship between genuine faith 

and works. If we truly trust Christ, that trust shows up in how we live. Works evidence our faith. 

  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8%E2%80%939
https://www.esv.org/Gal.%205%3A6/


Adoption 
 

Adoption is an act of God’s free grace by which we are received into the number and have a right to all 

the privileges of the sons of God. 

How do we receive adoption? By Faith. Faith is the hand that reaches out for the privilege of adoption. 

Galatians 3:26, “for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” . Before faith is exercised, we are 

spiritually illegitimate, we have no relation to God as a father. An unbeliever may call God judge, but not 

father. Faith is the affiliating grace; it confers upon us the title of sonship, and gives us right to inherit. 

An act of God’s free grace, 1 John 3:1, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 

should be called children of God; and so we are.” 

Adoption is an act of pure grace. 'Having predestined us to the adoption of children, according to the 

good pleasure of his will' (Eph. 1:5). Adoption is a mercy spun out of a heart of free grace. All by nature are 

strangers, therefore have no right to sonship.  God is pleased to adopt one, and not another; to make one a vessel 

of glory, another a vessel of wrath. The adopted heir may cry out, 'Lord, how is it, that thou wilt show thyself to 

me, and not unto the world?' John 14:22 

The wonder of God's love in adopting us: 

(i) That God should adopt us when he had a Son of his own. Men adopt because they want 

children, and desire to have some to bear their name; but that God should adopt us when he had a Son of 

his own, the Lord Jesus, is a wonder of love. Christ is called 'God's dear Son' (Col. 1:13). A Son more 

worthy than the angels. 'Being made so much better than the angels' (Heb. 1:4). Now, since God had a 

Son of his own, and such a Son, how wonderful God's love in adopting us! We needed a Father, but he 

did not need sons. 

(ii) Consider what we were before God adopted us. We were very deformed; and a man will 

scarce adopt him for his heir that is crooked and ill-favoured, but rather him that has some beauty. 

Mordecai adopted Esther, because she was fair. When we were in our blood God adopted us. 'When I 

saw thee polluted in thy blood, it was the time of love' (Ezek. 16:6, 8). God did not adopt us when we 

were decked with the jewels of holiness, and had the angels' glory upon us; but when we were diseased 

as lepers, was the time of his love. 

(iii) consider the great expense in adopting us. When men adopt, they have only some deed 

sealed, and the thing is effected; but when God adopts, it puts him to a far greater expense; it sets his 

wisdom to work to find out a way to adopt us. It was no easy thing to make heirs of wrath, heirs of the 

promise. When God had found out a way to adopt, it was no easy way. Our adoption was purchased at a 

dear rate; for when God was about to make us sons and heirs, he could not seal the deed but by the blood 

of his own Son. Here is the wonder of God's love in adopting us, that he should be at all this expense to 

accomplish it. 

(iv) That God should adopt his enemies. If a man adopts another for his heir, he will not adopt 

his mortal enemy; but that God should adopt us, when we were not only strangers, but enemies, is the 



wonder of his love. For God to have pardoned his enemies had been much; but to adopt them for his 

heirs, sets the angels in heaven wondering. 

(vi) That God should confer so great honor upon us, in adopting us. David thought it no 

small honour that he should be a king's son-in-law (1 Sam. 18:18). But what honour to be the sons of the 

high God! The more honour God has put upon us in adopting us, the more he has magnified his love 

towards us. What honour that God has made us so near in alliance to him, sons of God the Father, 

members of God the Son, temples of God the Holy Ghost! that he has made us as the angels (Matt. 

22:30); nay, in some sense, superior to the angels! All this proclaims the wonder of God's love in 

adopting us. 

Received into that number, John 1:12, “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God...” 

Have a right to all the privileges of the sons of God, Romans 8:16–17, “The Spirit himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, [17] and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” 

Read the verse that supports each of these privileges and then ask they would encourage you: 

 

Have his name put upon them, Revelation 3:12 

Revelation 3:12, “The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never 

shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 

God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new 

name.” 

 

Receive the spirit of adoption, Romans 8:15 

Romans 8:15, “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”” 

 

Have access to the throne of grace with boldness, Ephesians 3:12 

Ephesians 3:12, “in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in 

him.” 

 

Are enabled to cry, Abba, Father, Galatians 4:6 

Galatians 4:6, “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba! Father!”” 

 

Are pitied, Psalm 103:13 

Psalm 103:13, “As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to 

those who fear him.” 

 

Are protected, Proverbs 14:26 

Proverbs 14:26, “In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, and his children will have 

a refuge.”  

 

Are provided for, Matthew 6:30 

Matthew 6:30, “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” 



 

Are chastened by Him as by a Father, Hebrews 12:6  

Hebrews 12:6, “For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 

receives.” 

 

Yet never cast off, Lamentations 3:31 

Lamentations 3:31, “For the Lord will not cast off forever,” 

 

But sealed to the day of redemption, Ephesians 4:30 

Ephesians 4:30, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 

of redemption.” 

 

Inherit the promises, Hebrews 6:11-12  

Hebrews 6:11–12, “And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full 

assurance of hope until the end, [12] so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who 

through faith and patience inherit the promises.” 

 

As heirs of everlasting salvation. 1 Peter 1:3-4 

1 Peter 1:3–4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, [4] to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you.” 
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