
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 

“The King and the Carrot” 
 

 
Charles Spurgeon once told the story, of a king a farmer and a nobleman: 
 

Once upon a time there was a king who ruled over 
everything in a land. One day there was a gardener who 
grew an enormous carrot. He took it to his king and said, 
“My lord, this is the greatest carrot I’ve ever grown or ever 
will grow; therefore, I want to present it to you as a token 
of my love and respect for you.” The king was touched and 

discerned the man’s heart, so as he turned to go, the king 
said, “Wait! You are clearly a good steward of the earth. I 
want to give a plot of land to you freely as a gift, so you can 
garden it all.” The gardener was amazed and delighted and 
went home rejoicing. But there was a nobleman at the king’s 
court who overheard all this, and he said, “My! If that is 
what you get for a carrot, what if you gave the king 
something better?” The next day the nobleman came before 
the king, and he was leading a handsome black stallion. He 
bowed low and said, “My lord, I breed horses, and this is 

the greatest horse I’ve ever bred or ever will; therefore, I 
want to present it to you as a token of my love and respect 
for you.” But the king discerned his heart and said, “Thank 
you,” and took the horse and simply dismissed him. The 
nobleman was perplexed, so the king said, “Let me explain. 
That gardener was giving me the carrot, but you were giving 
yourself the horse.” 
 

The gardener gave me the carrot, you gave yourself the horse… 

 
Do you see the difference? The king already owned everything in the land 
and the farmer out of gratefulness gave the best he had to the king. The 
nobleman, on the other hand, tried to barter with him.  
 
Dear friend, God has already given us that which is most precious to him, 
namely, Himself in the gift of His one and only son. God is the most 
precious being in the universe and Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not 
spare he own son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things.” That is a precious gift of grace you cannot 
barter with for grace says, “you don’t deserve anything and yet I am giving 
you everything.” Oh, the one who understands this will be like this farmer 
graciously giving the King everything they have and knowing all the fruit 
they bear comes from His gracious hand! 
 
                              

  Pastor Greg 

 

 
Order of Worship 

(†-Please Stand) 
 
 
Preparation for Worship 

 
 
 
† Call to Worship                                                   Isaiah 43:6b-7,25 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 
 
 
 

 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        

 
“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 
 
 
 
† “Wonderful, Merciful Savior”   
 
 
 
 

 
 
† “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin                                       from Psalm 51 
                                                  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                 Psalm 103:8-12 
 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger 

forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 
according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us. 

 
 
 

† The Corporate Confession of Faith      
The Westminster Confession of Faith, XII Of Adoption 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

   6b Bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth, 7 everyone who is called by my 
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 

and made. 25 I, even I, am he who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and I will remember 
your sins no more.  

 
 

All those who are justified, God grants, in and for his only Son 
Jesus Christ, to be partakers of the grace of adoption, by which 
they are taken into the number, and enjoy all the liberties and 
privileges of the children of God, have his name put upon them, 
receive the spirit of adoption, have access to the throne of grace 

with boldness, are enabled to cry, Abba, Father, are pitied, 
protected, provided for, and chastened by him, as by a Father: yet 
never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption; and inherit the 
promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation. 
 

     Minister:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. 
 
     People:  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
me. 
 
     Minister:  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight.  
 
     People: Hide your face from my sins,  and blot out all my 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God,  and renew a 
right[b] spirit within me.  

 
     Minister: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me 
with a willing spirit. 
 
     People: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;  you 
will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
 
     All: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14702b


 
 
 

 
Pastoral Prayer 

 

 
 
 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                                 Proverbs 3:9 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
†The Doxology                                                             

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Preaching of God’s Word                               Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason  

                                        “If Children, then Heirs!” 
                      Romans 8:12-17 

 

 

† “Be Thou My Vision” 

 

 

†The Benediction                                                      Hebrews 13:20-21 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd o the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 

knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 
fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage 

children to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an 
infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a 
nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any 

way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar 
or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:00 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

 
Ministry Opportunities Next Week (1/8) 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 

                Sunday school- Miriam Hayes  
                Infants- Joel & Charity Daniels               

    Toddlers- Mary Michael Davis and Amy Howell      

     Ushers  
         Brian Putell, Jason Freeman, Jon Kim*, 
       Jeff Christopher (Deacon on Duty)  

 

Slides and Sound 
     Travis Cope, Marshall Davis 
 

Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    Megan Novak and TDB 

 
Ministry Opportunities Next Week (1/15) 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
                Sunday school- Marsha Grovenstein, Kaye Wimberly 
                Infants- Marsha Grovenstein, Lisa Luker 

    Toddlers- Pamela Terry, Abbi Cate Twibell  
     Ushers  
         Dalton Banks, Joel Horton, Marshall Stone*, 
       Scott Terry (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Slides and Sound 

     Jeff Christopher, TBD 
 

Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    TDB 

 
*Fellowship Hall door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
January 8, 2023 

 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 
the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the 
firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will 
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be 
bursting with wine.” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

                                   Announcements             
Coming Soon @ FPCP 

Youth Group  |  Resumes January 11th at 6:30 pm 
 
Men's Bible study  |  Resumes January 18th at 6:30 pm and January 
20th at 7 am. The study will meet the 1st and 3rd weeks of each month 

 
Women's 5:11 Group  |  January 19th at 6:30 pm 
 
State of the Church Luncheon  |  January 29th 
 
LIFE Groups  |  Would you like to be part of a LIFE Group next 
semester? Please 

email billgleason64@gmail.com or melissa@firstprespooler.com for more 
information or to be added to a group 
 
Save the Date - 5th Annual Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck | Saturday, 
February 25 (Rain Date: Saturday, March 4). More details to follow  

 

 
This Week 

Sunday School | Classes for all ages resume January 8th @ 10am  
 
 

Blessings & Opportunities 

Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can 
help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help 
on Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 
Coffee & Conversation volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles 
know if you can help bring a snack and clean up on Sunday 
mornings. melissa@firstprespooler.com 

   
 

In Other News… 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) 
or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 
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Staff 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

 
Student Ministry: 
Mr. John Miles 

 
Ministry Coordinator: 

Mrs. Melissa Miles 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
Mrs. Crystal Twibell 

Elders 
Mr. Randy Grovenstein 

Mr. Kelly Larson 
Mr. Stephen Mullis 
Mr. John Twibell 
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Mr. Jeff Christopher  
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Mr. Steve Mack 

Mr. Tyler Robison  
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Coffee & Conversation volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles 
know if you can help bring a snack and clean up on Sunday 
mornings. melissa@firstprespooler.com 

   
 

In Other News… 
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anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) 
or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
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Sermon Notes 
 “If Children, then Heirs!” 

Romans 8:12-17 

 
12 Therefore, brothers, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit 

of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry 
out, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirits that we are 

children of God. 17 And if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified together. 

 
• The Main Theme of Romans 8: Our Complete Security & Confidence in 

Christ 

 
• Paul’s Case: 

o Great Claim: No condemnation for us (ever)! (v. 1) 

• Reason # 1 – Our salvation is secured by Father, Son, & 
Spirit (vv. 1-4) 

• Reason # 2 – The Spirit’s presence and power keeps us safe 
(vv. 5-11) 

• Reason # 3 – We are God’s children – and, therefore, his 

heirs (vv. 12-17) 
• Still more reasons to come (vv. 18-38)! 

o Great Claim: Nothing can ever separate us from God’s love (ever!) (v. 

39) 
 

1. The ____________________ of Our Sonship (v. 14; cf. 1 Jn 3:1) 

 
“Gospel Algebra:”  

“In Christ Jesus” (v. 1) = “in the Spirit” (v. 9) = “led by the Spirit” (v. 14a) = “sons of God” 
(v. 14b) 

 

2. The ____________________ of Our Sonship 
 
• How our sonship and Jesus’ Sonship are different: 

 
   His Sonship is by nature and “eternal ________________”  
                   (cf. Heb. 1:8,10-11) 
 

  Our sonship is by grace and ___________________ 
                   (v. 15; cf. Eph 1:5-6) 
 
 

• How our sonship and his Sonship are the same 
 

   Both we and Jesus are equally ____________________ by  

God! (cf. Jn 17:23) 
 
  Both we and Jesus are equally ____________________ of  

God! (v. 17) 
 
 

3. Why We Need This Truth (Two “Counterintuitives”): 
 
• Our life in Christ involves ____________________ (vv. 13-14) 

 
• Our life in Christ involves ____________________ (v.17) 
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