
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 

“Joyful Communion, Continuously Maintained” 
 

 
During the Advent season we focused on “communion with God” because 
when Jesus came, the Scripture says he came as “Immanuel” “which 
means, God with us” (Matthew 1:23). We are rounding out that series by 
pondering how our communion with God is experientially joyful and must 
be continuously maintained. 
 
First, communion with Christ should be experientially joyful. I have always 
loved how whe puritan Thomas Boston explains the joy we are meant to 

experience in Christ. He says that when the believer is united to Christ “he 
launches forth into an ocean of happiness, is led into a paradise of 
pleasures, and has a saving interest in the treasure hid in the field of the 
Gospel, the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Boston, Human Nature in Its 
Fourfold State, p.285). The puritans were amazing in being able to 
articulate this. In the same way, the puritan William Bridge says that “if 
Jesus Christ be really united to each believer by his Spirit, and really in him 
in this spiritual and mystical way; then a believer shall have more blessed 
and glorious communion with Christ than the other way.” (Bridge, Works, 
1:371). This reality challenges us to examine ourselves whether our private 

and corporate worship is merely a gloomy obligation or a joy-filled 
opportunity.  
 
Although it sounds almost foreign to our modern ears, we must remember 
that Scripture teaches that although we are always united to Christ, our 
communion with God must be maintained continually. Here Thomas Boston 
is spot on when he says that the believer, by faith, must derive “fresh 
supplies of grace from the fountain thereof in Him” (Boston, Human Nature 
in Its Fourfold State, p.316). God’s very design is that we would continually 

receive grace through the individual and corporate means of grace that 
God has provided through his word, prayer, and sacraments. Through this, 
communion with Christ is transformative and never leaves us that same. 
Make this your prayer that God would change you from the inside out and 
cause you to long to be transformed into God’s “very image, from one 
degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18) and to experience “the 
unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8). 
 
                              

  Pastor Greg 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
(†-Please Stand) 

 
 

Preparation for Worship 

 
 
 
† Responsive Call to Worship                                           from John 14             

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† “Blessed Assurance” 

 

 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        

 
“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 
† “Come, Thou Almighty King”   
 

 
 
† “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  

 
Corporate Confession of Sin                                         

                                      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                     Luke 11:9-13 
 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the 
one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 
What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a 
fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!”  

 
 
 
 

†The Corporate Confession of Faith     from the Heidelberg Catechism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

     Minister: Jesus said, If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth. 
 

     People: The world cannot receive him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for 
he dwells with you and will be in you. 
 
     Minister: I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you.  
 
     People: These things I have spoken to you while 
I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that 
I have said to you. 
 
     All: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them 
be afraid. 

 
 

     Minister: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

 
     People: That I belong – in life and in death – not to myself but 
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood 
has fully paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the 
dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the 
will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, 
that everything must fit into his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, 
by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life and makes me 
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.  
 

O Lover of our souls, your will for us is to love you with heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves. But we’re not 
sufficient for these things. There’s no pure love in our souls by nature, 
but only through your grace. Unless you continue to pardon and help 
us, our affections wander from you, we’re bound like slaves to our own 
selfish desires, and we use even those closest to us as means to our 
own ends. We rejoice that Christ has redeemed us and taken away the 

guilt of all our cold-heartedness and sin. But on our own, we can no 
more walk in love to you and others now, than when we first believed. 
Forgive us, O Father! Help us, O Christ! And O Spirit, make us – as 
believers and as a church – more like Jesus in this new year! Work in 
us his servant’s heart; give us his eyes of compassion, and use us as 
instruments of your peace in the midst of a broken world, for the 
blessing of others, and for the glory of his name. Amen. 

 



 
Pastoral Prayer 

 

 
The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                                 Malachi 3:10 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
†The Doxology                                                             

 

 

 
 
 

 
The Preaching of God’s Word                               Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason  

                        “In the Spirit” 
                      Romans 8:5-11 

 

† “All Must Be Well” 

 

†The Benediction                                                        Numbers 6:24-26 

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon 
you and give you peace.” 
 

 
 

Preaching: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 

knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 
fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage 

children to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an 
infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a 
nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any 

way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar 
or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (9:30 – 10:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

 
 

Ministry Opportunities This Week (1/1) 
     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Maggie Banks 
                Sunday school- No Sunday School  

                Infants- Cindy Doud & Martha Smith               
    Toddlers- Leah Underwood and Phoebe Banks      
Ushers  

         Brian Miles, David Brodmann, Joel Daniels*, 
       Travis Cope (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Slides and Sound 

     Ryan Brown, Laina Twibell 
 
Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    TDB 

 
Ministry Opportunities Next Week (1/8) 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 

                Sunday school- Miriam Hayes  
                Infants- Joel & Charity Daniels               

    Toddlers- Abbi Cate Twibell and Amy Howell      
Ushers  

         Brian Putell, Jason Freeman, Jon Kim*, 
       Jeff Christopher (Deacon on Duty)  

 

Slides and Sound 
     Travis Cope, Marshall Davis 

 
Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 

    TDB 
 
 
*Fellowship Hall door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
January 1, 2023 

 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 

there may be food in my house. And thereby put 
me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will 
not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no 
more need.”  
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912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

                                   Announcements             
Coming Soon @ FPCP 

Sunday School | Classes for all ages resume January 8th @ 10am  
 
Youth Group  |  Our midweek gathering resumes January 11th @ 6:30pm 
   

LIFE Groups |  Would you like to be part of a LIFE Group when they begin 
Jan 22nd?  
Please email billgleason64@gmail.com or melissa@firstprespooler.com for 
more information or to be added to a group 
 

Blessings & Opportunities 
Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can help. 

melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help on 
Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 

In Other News… 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) or 
have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 
 

Special Announcement 

Plan to support and attend Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck 2023! 
Save the Date | 5th Annual Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck | Saturday, 
February 25 (Rain Date: Saturday, March 4) If you have any questions, 
please email Jennifer Mullis at jennifer@swansonsignatureevents.com 
 

Romans 8:1-11(NASB) 

1Therefore there is now no condemnation at all for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through 
the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an 
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the 

Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit. 5 For those who are in accord with the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who are in accord with the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 6 For the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and 

peace, 7 because the mind of the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God.9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit 
of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells 
in you. 

 
A NOTE FROM BILL: I have chosen to use the New American Standard translation (NASB) for this 

sermon on Romans 8:5-11. The reason is that my study has led me to the conclusion that, the NASB 

adheres more closely, literally, and helpfully to the original biblical text than most contemporary English 
translations in several verses which are crucial to understand rightly Paul’s message (specifically, verses 

5-7). The more literal renderings of the NASB are signaled by the words printed in Italics above. In 

these places, there may be some slight – yet important – variations in wording from that found in other 
translations, including the ESV.  
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Sermon Notes 
“In the Spirit” 
Romans 8:5-11 

 
 

• The Main Theme of Romans 8: The Christian’s Joyful Confidence!  
       (vv. 1, 38-39) 
 

• The Holy Spirit secures us forever in in two ways: 
 

1. He Is God’s ____________________ Dwelling in Us Permanently (vv. 
9,10,11; cf. Jn 14:17; Heb 13:5-6; 2 Cor 5:5) 
 
 

2. He Is God’s ____________________ Working in Us Continually 
 
 

1) Working in the Past: A New ____________________ 
(Regeneration)  

 
• Before: We were “in accord with/in” the 

____________________” = death (vv. 5,6,9) 

• Now: We are “in accord with/in” the ____________________” 

= life (vv. 5,6,9) 
 
2) Working in the Present: A New ____________________ and a 

New ____________________ (Sanctification) 
 

• Before: Our minds were set on the things of the 
_______________, and we walked accordingly (vv. 4,5) 

 
• Now: Our minds are set on the things of the _______________, 

and we walk accordingly (vv. 4,5) 
 
 
                         The Two Spiritual Humanities Contrasted  

  Who We Are          Controls →        What We “Mind”       Controls  →        How We “Walk” 

    In the flesh (dead)         The things of the flesh      According to the flesh 

    In the Spirit (alive)           The things of the Spirit               According to the Spirit 

 
 

  
3) Working in the Future: A New ____________________ 

(Resurrection) 
 

• Now: We have a body that is ____________________ (v. 10) 
 
 

• Then: We will have a body that is ____________________ (v. 

11) 
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