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Holiness and Justice – Lesson 3 of 6 

1. Introduction: 
The concept of cruel and unusual punishment should be familiar to Americans 
because of the Constitution of the United States. Man is not perfectly just, so we 
need protections against cruel and unusual punishment. This is not the case with 
God. He alone is perfectly just. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul helps us appreciate God’s 
holiness through His judgments, showing us how God is just but also merciful. 
 
2. What we will learn in today’s lesson: 
- Recognize the holiness of God in the severity of His judgment against the 

deaths of Nadab and Abihu and Uzzah the Kohathite 
- All sin is committed in defiance of God’s authority and as such is cosmic 

treason 
- God is just and merciful; His mercy is an expression of nonjustice but never 

injustice 
 
3. Scripture:  
Isaiah 6:1–7: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him 
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with 
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” And the 
foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house 
was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 
 
Leviticus 10:1–3: Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer 
and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the 
Lord, which he had not commanded them. And fire came out from before the Lord 
and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. Then Moses said to Aaron, 
“This is what the Lord has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, 
and before all the people I will be glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace.  
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Questions: 
1. What have some theologians wrongly believed about God’s character because 

of events such as the deaths of Nadab and Abihu? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What did Uzzah the Kohathite wrongly assume? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the real mystery concerning God’s wrath? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is the speculative reason why we find “swift and sudden” 
demonstrations of God’s justice in Scripture? 
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5. What did the preaching of the First Great Awakening emphasize? 
a. God’s love and man’s goodness 
b. God’s love and man’s sinfulness 
c. God’s wrath and man’s goodness 
d. God’s wrath and man’s sinfulness 

 
6. What movement produced theologians who believed that God’s wrath was a 

capricious defect of His character? 
a. Death of God theology 
b. Liberation theology 
c. Process theology 
d. Crisis theology 

 
7. Who produced the first canon of Scripture? 

a. Origen 
b. Jerome 
c. Marcion 
d. Irenaeus 

 
8.  What reason is expressly set forth for the death of Nadab and Abihu? 

a. Drunkenness 
b. Entering the tabernacle 
c. Offering unauthorized fire 
d. Using Aaron’s consecrated censer 

  
9.  As a Kohathite, Uzzah was not ordained by God to carry the ark. 

a. True 
b. False 

 
10.  What term did Dr. Sproul use to describe God’s mercy? 

a. Injustice 
b. Obligation 
c. Nonjustice 
d. Holiness 


