
The Doctrines of Grace 

Lesson One: Origins and Importance of Calvinism 
 

 

The Majesty of God 

 

 

Acts 13:48, “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the 

word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.” 

 

Charles Spurgeon in “A Defense of Calvinism” says, "The old truth that Calvin preached, 

that Augustine preached, that Paul preached, is the truth that I must preach to-day, or else 

be false to my conscience and my God. I cannot shape the truth; I know of no such thing 

as paring off the rough edges of a doctrine. John Knox's gospel is my gospel. That which 

thundered through Scotland must thunder through England again." 

   

Why is it called Calvinism? The Canons of Dort (1618-1619) 
 

 

 

Five Points of Arminianism     Five Points of Calvinism 

Election was conditional on foreseen faith    Unconditional Election 

Christ's atonement was unlimited in extent    Limited Atonement 

Sinners can to good toward salvation    Total Depravity 

Resistible grace      Irresistible grace 

The possibility of apostasy      Perseverance of the saints 

 

 

The Importance of Calvinism 
 

BB Warfield  

“The Calvinist is the [person] who sees God behind all phenomena, and in all that occurs 

recognizes the hand of God… who makes the attitude of the soul to God in prayer the 

permanent attitude… and who casts himself on the grace of God alone, excluding every 

trace of dependence on self from the whole work of salvation.” 

 

John Piper:  

“That is what I want to be: one who excludes every trace of dependence on self from the 

whole work of my salvation. In that way, I will enjoy the peace that rests in God alone, 

and God will get all the glory as the one from whom and through whom and to whom are 

all things, and the message of the church will resound for the nations.” 

 

 

The Ongoing Struggle 


