
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 

The Chorus of the Church Singing of Sweet Honey 
  

For the past several weeks I have been unpacking the glorious truth 
that Scripture proves its own divine inspiration by convincing its readers 
that it is indeed divine revelation. I used the common 
question/illustration “How do you know that honey is sweet?” answering 
that we know because, when it is on our tongues, our taste buds 
immediately testify to honey’s sweetness.  
  
I explained last week that the Church’s authority is a secondary 
confirmation of Scripture’s self-authenticating testimony and cited 

Calvin and Augustine as examples. Especially since the publication of 
Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code, it is quite common to hear non-
Christians argue that they cannot believe the Bible is God’s word 
because the Scriptures were “chosen” (from other religious writings 
related to Jesus) in the fourth century by the Emperor Constantine and 
the Council of Nicaea. However, I want you to see that simply isn’t 
accurate. To that end, I want to conclude this little mini-series by arming 
you with some testimonies from the early church fathers that 
demonstrate the glorious truths we have been considering have been 
confessed since the beginning of the Christian Church. These early 

Christians confessed that the gospels and other New Testament books 
were divinely inspired because they too believed, through their own 
reading of these texts, that the Spirit bore witness in their hearts that 
they were the very word of God.  
  

·      Speaking of the gospels, Irenaeus (c.130–202) said it was God 
Himself, through the word, who “breath[ed] out immortality 
on every side and vivify[ed] men afresh.” (Irenaeus, Against 

Heresies, 3.11.8) 
·      Tatian (c.120–180), in his comparison of Scripture with other 

Greek classical literature, said that Scripture was “too divine 
to be compared with [the Greeks’] errors.” For him it was 
Scripture’s divine qualities that lead him “to put faith in” these 

writings. (Tatian, Address to the Greeks, 29) 
·      Speaking of Scripture’s ability to impress themselves upon the 

heart of man, Justyn Martyr (c.100–165) exclaimed that they 
“possess a terrible power in themselves, and are sufficient to 
inspire those who turn aside from the path of rectitude with 
awe; while the sweetest rest is afforded those who make a 
diligent practice of them.” They are not “empty fables, or 

words without any foundation, but words filled with the Spirit 
of God, and big with power, and flourishing with grace.” 
(Justin, Dialogue with Trypho, 8.2; 9) 

·      Clement of Alexandria (c.150–215) said that Paul’s letters are 
“the words of the Lord Himself.” (Clement of Alexandria, 

Exhortation to the Heathen, 9) 

  
Let’s join the chorus of the church proclaiming that, through the 
scriptures, we hear the very voice of God speaking to us!                             

  Pastor Greg 
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† Call to Worship                                Psalm 146:1–4, 5–8, 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† “Oh Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 

 
† “Ancient of Days”  
 

 

 
† “There is a Fountain”  
 

 
 
Corporate Confession of Sin                                

                                                  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                  1 John 1:8-9 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

† The Corporate Confession of Faith            The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God while I have my 
being. 
3 Put not your trust in princes, 
    in a son of man, in whom there is no 
salvation. 
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the 

earth; 
 
5 Blessed is he…whose hope is in the Lord his 
God, 
 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them, 
who keeps faith forever; 
7 

    who executes justice for the oppressed, 

    who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8 

    the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  
heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born  

of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
into hell.* The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Most merciful God,  
  
We confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Although it was 
not written by the 
apostles, the 
Apostles’ Creed is 
a concise 
summary of their 
teachings. It 
originated as a 
baptismal 
confession, 
probably in the 
second century, 
and developed 
into its present 
form by the sixth 
or seventh 
century. 

 
*suffered 
separation 
from God 
 
**universal 

 

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 



 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                  2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 “How Sweet and Aweful Is This Place”               Offertory Song 
 

 
†The Doxology                                                             
 

 
 

 
 
The Preaching of God’s Word                     Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar  
Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated Christian Life 

The Crown Follows the Cross: 
Exaltation as Honoring and Vindication 

Philippians 2:9-11 

 
 
† “Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery” 

 

†The Benediction                                                 Romans 8:38-39 

 
 
 
 

 
Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 

knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 
fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage 

children to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an 
infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a 
nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any 

way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar 
or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:15 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

LIFE Groups around the community! (5:30 pm)        

 
Ministry Opportunities (2/12) 
Nursery – Nursery Captain- Maggie Banks          

Sunday school- Marsha Grovenstein, TBD 
          Infants- Cindy Doud, Martha Smith, Phoebe Banks 
          Toddlers- Leah Underwood, Amy Howell      

Ushers  
         Joel Horton, Marshall Stone, Jason Freeman*, 
       Scott Terry (Deacon on Duty)  

Slides and Sound 

     Jon Kim, Laina Twibell 
Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    Marsha Grovenstein, Megan Novak 

              
  
Ministry Opportunities (2/19) 
Nursery – Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles             

Sunday school- Marsha Grovenstein, Miriam Hayes 
          Infants- Joel & Charity Daniels 
          Toddlers- Joel & Penny Horton, Mary Michael Davis      

Ushers  
         Michael Mack, Dalton Banks, Mike Foley*, 
       Steve Mack (Deacon on Duty)  

Slides and Sound 

     Travis Cope, Marshall Davis 

    Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    Leah Underwood, Jenny Freeman, Megan Novak 

 
*Fellowship Hall door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
February 12, 2023 

 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 
 
 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 

Staff 

Senior Pastor:  
Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 

 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

 

Student Ministry: 
Mr. John Miles 

 

Ministry Coordinator: 
Mrs. Melissa Miles 

 

Administrative Assistant: 
Mrs. Crystal Twibell 

Elders 

Mr. Randy Grovenstein 

Mr. Stephen Mullis 

Mr. John Twibell 
 

Deacons 

Mr. Jeff Christopher  
Mr. Travis Cope 

Mr. Steve Mack 

Mr. Tyler Robison  
Mr. Scott Terry 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 
 
 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

Announcements 
Coming Soon @ FPCP 

Make plans to attend the 5th annual Pooler Mothers of Preschoolers 
Touch a Truck event. It is proudly presented by Chick-fil-a Pooler, 
Saturday, Feb. 25th (Rain Date: March 4th) @ 10:00 am – 2:00 pm at the 
Pooler Recreation Complex, 200 Preston Stokes Dr., Pooler GA. Tickets are 
$5.00 per person or $20 max per household. To purchase tickets, see the 
Ticket QR Code Sign in the Fellowship Hall or 
visit facebook.com/PoolerTouchaTruck 

Questions? Email jennifer@swansonsignatureevents.com 
 
Women’s Prayer Triads | FPCP Women’s ministry wants to encourage 
prayer, discipleship, and fellowship between our women. To that end, we 
are starting small prayer groups with three (or so) women each, who will 
commit to meet together regularly to pray primarily for each other, but also 
for the needs of the church and community. Use the link in the email sent 
last week to sign up. If you did not receive one or if you have questions, 
see Maggie Banks for more information. 
 
FPCP Women Save the Date | Friday & Saturday, May 12th & 13th Nancy 
Guthrie will be leading a Biblical Theology workshop in Bluffton SC. Please 
let Melissa, Maggie, or Crystal know if you are interested in joining us. We 
will carpool both days and enjoy a time of fellowship and rich teaching 
together. Tickets are $20.00 
 

This Week 
Sunday School | Classes for all ages @ 10:00 am  

 
LIFE Groups | Sunday evenings in homes around Pooler and Effingham | 
It's not too late to join a group, please email billgleason64@gmail.com for 
more information or to be added to a group 
 
Youth Group | Wednesday @ FPCP at 6:30 pm 
 

Men’s Bible Study | Wednesday @ FPCP at 6:30 pm and Friday @ FPCP 
at 7:00 am 
 
5:11 Group | 55+ Ladies join us for a fun evening Thursday, February 16th 
@ 6:30 pm 

 
Blessings & Opportunities 

Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can 
help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help 

on Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 
Coffee & Conversation volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles 
know if you can help bring a snack and clean up on Sunday 
mornings. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
   

In Other News… 
Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) 
or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 
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5:11 Group | 55+ Ladies join us for a fun evening Thursday, February 16th 
@ 6:30 pm 

 
Blessings & Opportunities 

Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can 

help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help 
on Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 
Coffee & Conversation volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles 

know if you can help bring a snack and clean up on Sunday 
mornings. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
   

In Other News… 
Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) 

or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 

Sermon Notes  
The Crown Follows the Cross: 

Exaltation as Honoring and Vindication 
Philippians 2:9-11 

 
 
 
Four questions this text forces us to wrestle with 

 
1. What did Jesus’s exaltation entail? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. If Jesus was already God, why did he need to be honored and 
vindicated as the Son of God?  

 
 
 
 
 

3. For what reason/on what grounds was Jesus honored and 
vindicated as the Son of God? 
 
 

 
 
 

4. When will Jesus’s full and final exaltation (honoring and 
vindication) happen? 

 
 

 

  
Application 

 
1. In the divine economy of sanctification, the cross proceeds 

the crown. 

 

 

 

 

2. Since Christ’s exaltation was given to him (rather than 
obtained by grasping), we do not exalt or vindicate ourselves. 
Instead, by faith, we follow Christ’s example of humility and 
wait for God to vindicate and exalt us. 
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2. Since Christ’s exaltation was given to him (rather than obtained 

by grasping), we do not exalt or vindicate ourselves. Instead, by 

faith, we follow Christ’s example of humility and wait for God to 

vindicate and exalt us. 

 
 


