
Foundations II-6: Discipleship 
 

Matthew 28:16–20 

[16] Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. [17] And 

when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. [18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 

I.  What is a disciple? A disciple is someone who learns from Jesus to live like Jesus  

 

1. Disciple Means Worshiper, John 4:23–24    

 

2. Disciple Means Servant,  John 13:13-16  

 

3. Disciple Means Witness, John 20:21 

 

II. Jesus does not command us to BE disciples, He commands us to MAKE disciples. 
 

 

III. Evangelism is a part of making disciples 

Must every Christian evangelize? YES! 

  

Two common arguments against this answer: 

 

1. The Great Commission was only given to the apostles and therefore does not apply to us today. 

2. Since only some people have the “gift of evangelism,” not everyone is obligated to witness. 

Four biblical reasons why every Christian should evangelize:  

1. The commands to witness are given to all followers of Christ, Acts 1:8, 2 Cor. 5:18-20 

2. The example of “ordinary believers” in the early church, Acts 8:1,4 

3. The stewardship the gospel imposes on us, Luke 12:48, 2 Corinthians 5:14 

4. The “work of ministry” in Ephesians 4:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%204.23%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.21


IV. Key Principles of Discipleship 
 

Colossians 1:28–29 

“[28] Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 

everyone mature in Christ. [29] For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within 

me.” 

 

1. The Heart of Discipleship: Proclaiming Jesus. Vs. 28 

Temptation to fight: Proclaiming ourselves.  

 

2. The Means of Discipleship: Teaching and Warning With Wisdom. Vs. 28 

  Temptations to fight: People-pleasing and harshness.  

 

3. The Goal of Discipleship: To Present Everyone Mature in Christ. Vs. 28 

Temptation to fight: Seeking fulfillment in being needed.  

 

4. The Cost of Discipleship: Toil and Struggle. Vs. 29 

Temptation to fight: Idolizing ease of life.  

 

5. The Power of Discipleship: His Energy. Vs. 29 

Temptation to fight: Dependence on self.  

 

V. Disciples Make Disciples 

 
 


