
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 
 
 

 
These last several weeks we have been considering issues of identity, 
particularly the implications of our union with Christ. It is such an important 
and practical theme in the Scriptures that I am sure that we will return to 
this subject in these weekly messages at some point in the months and 
years to come. For now, since we have four Sundays between now and 
Christmas Day, I want to take the next four weeks to focus on “communion 
with God.” “Why communion with God?” you ask. Simply put, the reason 
we are spending four weeks on “communion with God” during the Advent 

season is because when Jesus came, the Scripture says he came as 
“Immanuel” “which means, God with us” (Matthew 1:23).  
 
 
 
And God is still with us. In fact, Jesus said that “it is to your advantage that 
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I 
go, I will send him to you” (John 16:7). Why did Jesus send the Holy Spirit? 
Jesus’s Answer— “to be with you forever” (John 14:16). Jesus was not only 
Immanuel for first century believers but continues to be Immanuel by His 
Holy Spirit. The same Spirit that “raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you” 
(Romans 8:11). God did not send his Spirit live in us in order to remain 
dormant, but rather so that we would have fellowship with the Spirit (2 
Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1).  
 
 
 
Christians throughout the centuries have called this fellowship that we have 
with God through His Holy Spirit “communion with God.” Having real and 

authentic fellowship or communion with Christ should be the earnest desire 
of all genuine believers. Therefore, for the next four weeks we are going 
to be exploring what it means and how to have authentic communion with 
God. In particular, as we wrestle with this topic, we will search the 
Scriptures to explore six tangible aspects of the joy promised to us through 
communion with God. 
 
                              

  Pastor Greg 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Order of Worship 

(†-Please Stand) 
 
 
Preparation for Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
† Call to Worship                                             Psalm 66:1-3, 16, 19-20  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 
 
 
 

 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer               Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason          

 
“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 
 
 
† “O Come All Ye Faithful”   
 
 
 
 
 

† “Away in a Manger”  
 

Corporate Confession of Sin                                         
                                      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                Psalm 103:8–12 
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always chide, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

 

†The Corporate Confession of Faith                     The Nicene Creed  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth;  
2 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious 
              praise!  
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great 

is your power that your enemies come 
cringing to you.  

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell 

what he has done for my soul.  
19 But truly God has listened; he has attended to the 

voice of my prayer.  
20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my 

prayer or removed his steadfast love from 
me! 

 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
[and the Son], 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

Most merciful God,  
  

We confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
was crafted by the 

Council of Nicaea in 

A.D. 325. The 
creed emphasizes 

the doctrine of the 
Trinity in response 

to the teachings of 

Arius, a clergyman 
who denied the 

divinity of the Son, 

the second 
member of the 

Trinity. This 
orthodox statement 

of faith has been 

confessed by 
Christians for 

almost 1700 years. 

*universal  

 



 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 
 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                      1 Corinthians 10:31 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
†The Doxology                                                             

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Preaching of God’s Word                              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar  

ADVENT SERIES: The King of Christmas 

“The Divine Economy of Reversal” 

Luke 1:39–56 
 

 
 
† “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

 

† “Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending” 

 

†The Benediction                                                      Matthew 28:18-20 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit,20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
 

Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason  

Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 
knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 

fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage 

children to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an 
infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a 
nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any 
way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar 

or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:15 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

Inquirer’s Lunch (12:30 pm) 

 
Ministry Opportunities Next Week (12/4) 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
                Sunday school- Kaye Wimberley, Marsha Grovenstein  
                Infants- Marsha Grovenstein, Lisa Luker                

    Toddlers- Pamela Terry, Mary Michael Davis 
     Ushers  
         Joel Daniels, David Brodmann, Brian Miles*, 
       Travis Cope (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Slides and Sound 
     Ryan Brown, Laina Twibell 

 
Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
     Megan Novak, Miriam Hayes 

 

Ministry Opportunities Next Week (12/11) 
     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Charity Miles 
                Sunday school- Christie Salazar, Marsha Grovenstein  

                Infants- Cristina & Adrianna Larson, Catie-Claire Salazar                
    Toddlers- Joel & Penny Horton 

     Ushers  
         Joel Horton, Thomas Miles, Marshall Stone*, 

       Travis Cope (Deacon on Duty)  
 
Slides and Sound 

     Travis Cope, Marshall Davis 
 

Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    TDB 

*Fellowship Hall door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
December 4, 2022 

 
 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.” 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

                                   Announcements 
                                               Coming Soon 

FPCP Annual Christmas Party & Carols | Sunday, December 11th @ 
5:30pm 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service | Saturday, December 24th at 5:00 
pm @ FPCP. Invite your family and friends to this special celebration service! 

 
Save the Date - 5th Annual Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck | Saturday, 
February 25 (Rain Date: Saturday, March 4). More details to follow! 
 
 

This Week @ FPCP 
 

Youth Group | Wednesday @ 6:30-8:00 pm 
 
Men's Bible Study | Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 pm and Friday, 7:00-8:00 am  
 
Salvation Army Angel Tree | There are still a few wish lists for local 
children on the tree in the fellowship hall, all unwrapped gifts are due this 

coming Thursday by noon at the church. See Jeff Christopher for more 
information.  
 

Blessings & Opportunities 
 
Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can 

help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help on 
Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 

In Other News… 

 
Advent reading for your family  | The leadership at FPCP has blessed 
each family with a copy of JC Ryle's book The Coming of the King: 25 
Readings for Advent.  Please make sure to pick up a copy in the fellowship 
hall. 
 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) 
or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 
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Staff 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Associate Pastor: 
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Student Ministry: 
Mr. John Miles 

 
Ministry Coordinator: 

Mrs. Melissa Miles 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
Mrs. Crystal Twibell 

Elders 
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Mr. Kelly Larson 
Mr. Stephen Mullis 
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Deacons 
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each family with a copy of JC Ryle's book The Coming of the King: 25 
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Sermon Notes 

“The Divine Economy of Reversal” 
Luke 1:39–56 

 
The King of Christmas 
 

Faith in God produces obedience to God’s commands and singing of 
God’s redemption 

 

1. Obeying God’s commands (v.39–45) 

 

 

 

  

2. Singing of God’s Redemption (v.46–56) 

 
The cause of Mary’s song (v.46–49) 
 
 
 

The content of Mary’s song (v.50–55) 
 
 
 

The content—three reversals of power 
1. Economic power—prosperous to poor (v.53) 

 

 

2. Political power—from predominant to powerless (v.52) 

 
 

3. Spiritual power—Prideful to pious (v.51) 

 

 

Four implications of God’s economy of reversal 
1. The cross is the apex of God’s economy of reversal. 

 
 
 

2. God’s economy of reversal is at the heart of salvation. 
 
 

 
3. God’s economy of reversal continues throughout the Christian life. 

 
 
 

4. God’s economy of reversal results in singing (not merely speaking) of 
our redemption. 
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3. Spiritual power—Prideful to pious (v.51) 

 

 

Four implications of God’s economy of reversal 
1.The cross is the apex of God’s economy of reversal. 

 
 
 

2.God’s economy of reversal is at the heart of salvation. 

 
 
 
3.God’s economy of reversal continues throughout the Christian life. 

 
 
 

4.God’s economy of reversal results in singing (not merely speaking) of our 
redemption. 
 


