
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
“God’s Mission, God’s Provision” 

 
A couple of weeks ago during the announcements I mentioned how we have 
been praying together during our worship service for our session who has been 

working diligently on the budget for the past several months. As the year 
comes to a close, I want to take this as an opportunity to provide a brief update 
(there will be more to share at a later date) on where we are as a church in 
2022 and where we are going in 2023. 

In 2022, we have seen God do some amazing things here at First 
Presbyterian Church, Pooler. We could list countless blessings, but for the sake 

of brevity, I will just name two that have struck me. First, he has provided 
every resource (people, funds, energy, etc.) for our church in transition. 
Transitions can be incredibly challenging because they create a vacuum of 
needs. Into that vacuum God has provided abundantly, indeed exceedingly 
and abundantly more than we could ever ask or think (Ephesians 3:2).  
Second, he has helped us through the transition by increasing our staff to do 

the awesome work He has called us to. We were blessed in August to be able 
keep Pastor Bill on full-time. And then, in November, we were able to bring 
our two administrative staff from working full-time hours at minimal part-time 
pay to being able to care for them adequately and recognize their full-time 
work. In each decision the session was unanimous and were thrilled to be able 
to take these strategic and important steps. Likewise, it was your sacrificial 

generosity that allowed us to take these important steps. Thank you so much! 
The Lord is at work here among us and each of you have been integral in His 
mission going forward here at FPC Pooler. 
 As we end 2022, the session has a deep sense that 2023 will be an 
important year in the life of our church. We have already been dreaming 
together some big dreams for our church that are requiring (and will require!) 
faith in our big God. What a great place to be—stepping out in faith! At a later 

date we will have a chance to share in some detail about where we sense God 
is leading us for 2023, for now it is crystal clear that He has us right where He 
wants us. 

Additionally, we know that the end of the year is a time when folks are 
especially looking to give generously. We are praying that God would continue 
to move the hearts of his people. We believe these gifts would allow us to 
close the year in a strong place and that these gifts would be a springboard 
catapulting us into all that we have been dreaming God might have for us in 
2023. All gifts given by December 31, 2022 are tax-deductible for the 2022 
year.  

The most important thing we can remember as a Church dreaming 

about what God might have for us in the near future, is that He has always 
provided all that His Church has needed to accomplish His mission. With 
grateful hearts we say again with joy and amazement, “who are we…that we 
should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of 
your own have we given you” (1 Chronicles 29:14).  
 
Looking to the week ahead, my family and I are praying you all have: 

 
 
A very Merry Christmas, 
 

  Pastor Greg 

 
Order of Worship 

(†-Please Stand) 
 
Preparation for Worship 

 
 
† Call to Worship                                                                Psalm 47:1-6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† “Jesus Shall Reign Wherever the Sun” 

 
 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer               Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason          

 
“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 
† “What Child Is This?”   

 
† “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  
 
Corporate Confession of Sin                                         

                                      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Assurance of Pardoning Grace                                Psalm 103:8–12 

 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always chide, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

 
 
†The Corporate Confession of Faith                           The Nicene Creed  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

 
The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                            Acts 20:35 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 
faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

“Clap your hands, all peoples! 

    Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
 For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 
    a great king over all the earth. 
 He subdued peoples under us, 
    and nations under our feet. 
He chose our heritage for us, 

    the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 
 God has gone up with a shout, 
    the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
    Sing praises to our King, sing praises!” 

 
 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

 

“In all things I have shown you that by 
working hard in this way we must help the 
weak and remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’” 

 

 

     Minister: Gracious God, we know that your law is spiritual, but we, 

your people, are of the flesh, sold under sin. 
  
     People: We don’t understand our own actions. For we don’t what 
we want, but the very things we hate. 
  
     Minister: When we do what we don’t want, we agree with the law, 
that it is good. So it’s no longer we who do it, but sin that dwells within 
us. 

  
     People: We have the desire to do what’s right, but not the ability to 
carry it out. For we don’t do the good we want, but the evil we don’t 
want is what we keep on doing. 
  
     Minister: We delight in the law of God in our inner being, but we 
see in our members another law waging war against the law of our mind 
and making us captive to the law of sin that dwells in our members. 
  
     All: Who will deliver us from this body of death? Thanks be to God 

The Nicene Creed 

was crafted by the 
Council of Nicaea in 

A.D. 325. The 

creed emphasizes 
the doctrine of the 

Trinity in response 

to the teachings of 
Arius, a clergyman 

who denied the 
divinity of the Son, 

the second 

member of the 
Trinity. This 

orthodox statement 

of faith has been 
confessed by 

Christians for 

almost 1700 years. 

*universal  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

[and the Son], 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 
 



 
 

 
†The Doxology                                                             

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Preaching of God’s Word                              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar  
ADVENT SERIES: The King of Christmas 

“The Rising of the Our Redeemer-Immanuel” 
Luke 1:57-79 

 

 

† “Good Christian Men Rejoice!” 

 

†The Benediction                                                      Ephesians 3:20-21  

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason  

Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 
 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 

knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 
fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage 

children to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an 
infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a 
nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any 

way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar 
or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (9:30 – 10:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

 
Ministry Opportunities This Week (12/18) 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
                Sunday school- No Sunday School  
                Infants- Ainsley Korsholm, Nadya & Miriam Purtell               

    Toddlers- Jenny & Sylvie Freeman, Reese Brown      
Ushers  

         Andy Hayes, Joel Horton, Jon Kim*, 

       Scott Terry (Deacon on Duty)  
 
Slides and Sound 
     Jeff Christopher, Laina Twibell 

 
Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    TDB 

 

Ministry Opportunities Next Week (12/25) 
     Nursery –No nursery 
     Ushers  

         Michael Mack, TBD, Travis Cope*, 
       Steve Mack (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Slides and Sound 

 Stephen Mullis, Marshall Davis 
 
Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 

    TDB 
 

 
*Fellowship Hall door 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 
 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
December 18, 2022 

 
 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 



 
 
 
 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

                                   Announcements 
                                                

This Week @ FPCP 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service | Saturday, December 24th at 5:00 
pm @ FPCP. Invite your family and friends to this special celebration service! 

 
There will be no Sunday School December 18th & 25th, 2022 and January 

1st, 2023 
 
 

 
Blessings & Opportunities 

 

Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can 
help. melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help on 
Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 

In Other News… 
 
Advent reading for your family  | The leadership at FPCP has blessed 
each family with a copy of JC Ryle's book The Coming of the King: 25 
Readings for Advent.  Please make sure to pick up a copy in the fellowship 
hall. 
 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice 
anything amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) 
or have suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons 
know by dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 
 

Special Announcement 

 
Plan to support and attend Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck 2023! 
This event is Presented by Chick-fil-a Pooler. It will take place on 
Saturday, February 25, 2023 with a rain date of Saturday, March 4, 2023 at 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm @ Pooler Recreation Complex, 200 Preston Stokes Dr. 
 

If you have any questions, please email Jennifer Mullis 
at jennifer@swansonsignatureevents.com 
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Staff 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

 
Student Ministry: 
Mr. John Miles 

 
Ministry Coordinator: 

Mrs. Melissa Miles 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
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Plan to support and attend Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck 2023! 
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Sermon Notes 

“The Rising of the Our Redeemer-Immanuel” 
Luke 1:57-79 

 
 
God fulfills his promise by preparing, redeeming, and dwelling 
with His people. 
 
 

I. Darkness—the promise of the sunrise: through the Old Testament 
prophets (v.70–75) 
a. Question #1—Who did God make his promise to? (A: His people 

throughout all ages) 
 

b. Question # 2—What did he promise? (A: He Himself would 
accomplish deliverance) 

 

 

II. Dawn—preparing for the sunrise: through John the Baptist (v.76–
77) 
 

a. Who he is—a prophet who prepares  
  

b. What he proclaims—Salvation by forgiveness of sins through 
genuine repentance 

 

 
Application #1—Genuine repentance is a definitive, internal turning away 
from sin and turning to Christ 
 
 

 
III. Daytime—the freedom and presence of basking in the sunlight: 

through our Redeemer-Immanuel (v.68–69, 78–79) 
 

a. Who he is—God and man 

 
b. What he does—two things: 

i. Redeem his people 
 

ii. Dwells with His people (as Immanuel) 

 
 
Application #2—God guides us by dwelling with us 
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