
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 
 
 

 
“Communion With God: 

Sap Flowing Between the Truck & Branches of a Tree” 
 
 
During this Advent season we are focusing on “communion with God” 
because when Jesus came, the Scripture says he came as “Immanuel” 
“which means, God with us” (Matthew 1:23).  
 

Did you know that our communion with God happens like sap flows 
between the truck of a tree to the branches? Jesus said in John 15:4–5 
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 
What is implied in Jesus’s statement? He means that our communion with 
God and our ability to obey God flows from union with Christ. And union 
with Christ is of the most intimate sort, for we cannot get any closer to 

Jesus than us being in Him and He being in us. In other words, since union 
with Christ is the root of communion with Christ then (given Christ’s 
nearness to the believer) our communion is the most intimate one can 
imagine. Think of it! You cannot get any closer to someone than Christ 
being in you by the Spirit. That is our union with Christ! 
 
If our union with Christ is genuine, our communion with Christ is 
immediate. It cannot help but happen. Communion with God is to be the 
immediate, unavoidable consequence of being united to Christ. And the joy 

of the Christian life to know by experience the vital communion flowing 
from the truck of union with Christ to the believer branches (and vice 
versa). I wonder if you know this from experience. Do you know the 
experience of being connected with the vine?  
 
You may ask, “How is communion with God possible?” Answer: the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. For it is by the Spirit that we taste and see 
that we not only are in Christ, but the same Spirit that raised Christ from 
the dead also dwells in us. By the Spirit of God Who lives in us, we 

communion with God. He is our Immanuel- God with us as God in us. 
 
 
                              

  Pastor Greg 

 
 

 
Order of Worship 

(†-Please Stand) 
 
 
Preparation for Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
† Call to Worship                                                       Psalm 107:1-2, 43  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† “Hark the Herold, Angels Sing” 

 
 
 
 

 
† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer               Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason          

 
“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

 
 
 
† “God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman”   
 
 
 
 
† “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 

 
 
Corporate Confession of Sin                                         
                                      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Assurance of Pardoning Grace                       Romans 8:1-2, 38-39 
 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 
from the law of sin and death. 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
 
 
†The Corporate Confession of Faith                  The Apostles’ Creed  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end of 

the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever! 
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 
    whom he has redeemed from trouble 
 
Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; 
    let them consider the steadfast love of the Lord. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  
heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born  
of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
into hell.* The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Minister: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin! 

 
 People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 

before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight. 

 

Minister: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me 
with a willing spirit. 

 
People: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you 

will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
 
 All: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 

contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

Although it was not 
written by the 
apostles, the 
Apostles’ Creed is a 
concise summary 
of their teachings. 
It originated as a 
baptismal 
confession, 
probably in the 
second century, 
and developed into 
its present form by 
the sixth or 
seventh century. 

 
*suffered 
separation 
from God 
 
**universal 
 



 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 
 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings                      2 Corinthians 9:7-8 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
†The Doxology                                                             

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Preaching of God’s Word                              Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar  

ADVENT SERIES: The King of Christmas 

“Fastening Faith to God’s Promises” 

Luke 1:57-66 
 

 

† “The First Noel” 

 

†The Benediction                                                                   Jude 24-26 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only 
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 
 

Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason  
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian 
Church! 

Visiting Today? 

Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 
knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 

fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage 
children to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an 

infant-3-year-old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a 
nursing mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any 
way, please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar 

or Bill Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (8:30 – 9:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (9:15 – 9:45 am) 

Sunday School (10:00 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – 12:15 pm) 

Coffee & Conversations (12:15 pm) All are Welcome! 

 
Ministry Opportunities This Week (12/11) 

     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Charity Miles 
                Sunday school- Christie Salazar, Marsha Grovenstein  
                Infants- Cristina & Adrianna Larson, Catie-Claire Salazar                

    Toddlers- TBD 

     Ushers  
         Brian Purtell, Thomas Miles, Marshall Stone*, 
       Travis Cope (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Slides and Sound 
     Travis Cope, Marshall Davis 
 

Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    TDB 

 

Ministry Opportunities Next Week (12/18) 
     Nursery –Nursery Captain- Melissa Miles 
                Sunday school- No Sunday School  
                Infants- Ainsley Korsholm, Nadya & Miriam Purtell               

    Toddlers- Jenny & Sylvie Freeman, Reese Brown      
Ushers  

         Andy Hayes, Joel Horton, Jon Kim*, 

       Travis Cope (Deacon on Duty)  
 
Slides and Sound 
     Jeff Christopher, Laina Twibell 

 

Coffee & Conversation Volunteers 
    TDB 

 
*Fellowship Hall door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

A service of praise and 
worship of  

Almighty God  
On the Lord’s Day 

 

 
December 11, 2022 

 
 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 
 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant 

mercy and 

blessing, we 

joyfully present 

our offerings to 

the Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words 
“glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a hymn of praise to the Triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three Persons. 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.” 

 

Staff 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

 
Student Ministry: 
Mr. John Miles 

 
Ministry Coordinator: 

Mrs. Melissa Miles 
 

Administrative Assistant: 

Elders 
Mr. Randy Grovenstein 

Mr. Kelly Larson 
Mr. Stephen Mullis 
Mr. John Twibell 

 
Deacons 

Mr. Jeff Christopher  
Mr. Travis Cope 
Mr. Steve Mack 

Mr. Tyler Robison  
Mr. Scott Terry 



 
 
 
 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world 

to impact others to do the same. 

                                   Announcements 
                                               Coming Soon 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service | Saturday, December 24th at 5:00 pm @ 
FPCP. Invite your family and friends to this special celebration service! 

 
There will be no Sunday School December 18th & 25th, 2022 and January 1st, 
2023 

 
This Week @ FPCP 

THIS EVENING! FPCP Annual Christmas Party & Carols | Sunday, 
December 11th @ 5:30pm | Please bring savory appetizers to share! 

 
Youth Group | Wednesday @ 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Men's Bible Study | Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 pm and Friday, 7:00-8:00 am  
 
 

Blessings & Opportunities 

Nursery volunteers needed | Please let Melissa Miles know if you can help. 
melissa@firstprespooler.com 
 
Usher volunteers needed | Please let Travis Cope know if you can help on 

Sunday mornings. travcope@gmail.com 
 

In Other News… 

Advent reading for your family  | The leadership at FPCP has blessed each 
family with a copy of JC Ryle's book The Coming of the King: 25 Readings for 
Advent.  Please make sure to pick up a copy in the fellowship hall. 
 

Help Us Maintain and Improve Our Facilities! If you should notice anything 

amiss about our building and grounds (broken, not working, etc.) or have 
suggestions for improvements, please let our hard-working deacons know by 
dropping them an email at deacons@firstprespooler.com. Thanks! 

 
Special Announcement 

Plan to support and attend Pooler MOPS Touch a Truck 2023! 
This event is Presented by Chick-fil-a Pooler. It will take place on 

Saturday, February 25, 2023 with a rain date of Saturday, March 4, 2023 at 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm @ Pooler Recreation Complex, 200 Preston Stokes Dr. 
 

 There are five ways for you to support this wonderful organization.  
1. Attend Touch-a-Truck! Buy some tickets for yourself or some friends! Join us! 

 
2. Volunteer at the event! We really need volunteers.  

 
3. Bring a vehicle or booth to the event. We have openings for attractions.  
 
4. Send money! In the past, we have had people graciously donate to 

the event to help to cover event costs.  
 
 
5. Most importantly, please pray for this event to be successful and for it to 

bring the Lord glory!  
 
Watch for a Church wide email going out with direct links allowing you to buy 
tickets or to sign up easily for all the ways you would like to participate. 

 
If you have any questions, please email Jennifer Mullis 
at jennifer@swansonsignatureevents.com 
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 There are five ways for you to support this wonderful organization.  
1. Attend Touch-a-Truck! Buy some tickets for yourself or some friends! Join us! 

 
2. Volunteer at the event! We really need volunteers.  
 
3. Bring a vehicle or booth to the event. We have openings for attractions.  

 
4. Send money! In the past, we have had people graciously donate to 
the event to help to cover event costs.  
 
 
5. Most importantly, please pray for this event to be successful and for it to 
bring the Lord glory!  
 

Watch for a Church wide email going out with direct links allowing you to buy 
tickets or to sign up easily for all the ways you would like to participate. 
 

If you have any questions, please email Jennifer Mullis 
at jennifer@swansonsignatureevents.com 

Sermon Notes 

“Fastening Faith to God’s Promises” 
Luke 1:57–66 

 
 
Main point—Fastening our faith to God’s promises produce joy, wonder, 
and resistance.  
 
 
 

1. An unusual event—a child is born (to an old couple) (v.57–58) 
 

Reaction—joy 
 
 
 

2. An unusual decision—a child is called (a non-traditional name) 
(v.59–63) 
 
 
Reaction—resistance 

 
 
 

3. An unusual result—a man is healed (because he trusted and 
obeyed) (v.64–66) 
 
 
Reaction—Ongoing wonder 

 

 
 
 

Application 
 

1. God requires faith not just for salvation, but throughout the 

Christian life. 
 

2. The faith that God requires throughout the Christian life is faith in 
the promises of God. 
 

3. We must fasten our faith to the general and specific promises of 
God in Scripture. 
 

4. Fastening our faith to Scripture is a fight. 
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Application 

 
1. God requires faith not just for salvation, but throughout the 

Christian life. 

 

2. The faith that God requires throughout the Christian life is faith in 

the promises of God. 

 

3. We must fasten our faith to the general and specific promises of 

God in Scripture. 

 

4. Fastening our faith to Scripture is a fight. 

 


