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A Message from our Senior Pastor 
“You Were Designed for Real Intimacy in the Church” 

Last week I shared my desire to spread a passion in our church 
for cultivating a culture of vulnerability. I argued that 
vulnerability is the joy and blessing of having your private sin, 
weakness, and failure exposed before God and others (usually a 
few trusted people) and that vulnerability is the doorway 
through which the power of the gospel is unleashed in your life.  
  We are going to spend several weeks explaining why we ought 
to care about the power of vulnerability, rather than assuming 
that you are convinced of the importance of vulnerability. The 
first reason we struggle with vulnerability that I laid out last 
week, is that we live in a church culture where many—dare I say 
most—folks in church are hiding who they are from others. 
  This week I want unpack that God divinely designed us to 
experience real intimacy in friendship with other believers. A 
good friend of mine (Sam Ferguson, Senior Pastor of The Falls 
Church in Northern Virginia) and I call this divine design our 
“ecclesial anthropology” (anthropos=men/women; 
ecclesial=church). When I say God has created you with an 
“ecclesial anthropology,” I mean he has designed us, men and 
women, boys and girls, to be in the body of Christ, the church. 
This is our natural state as believers. To live elsewhere is to be 
out of step with God’s design. This is why Sam and I often say 
to one another, “You’re not yourself by yourself.” 
  This divine design is why we gather together weekly for 
corporate worship to hear the word preached. It is also why, 
when we baptize and receive new members, we make a 
commitment before God, to encourage one another in our 
common faith. And why we have LIFE groups and bible studies. 
It is because the Bible teaches walking alone in the Christian life 
is folly. I love how John Bunyan illustrates that folly in his 
Pilgrim’s Progress with the character “Ignorance,” who says “I 
take my pleasure in walking alone, even more…than in 
company.” This is why Bunyan gave Christian companions—like 
Faithful and then Hopeful—for his journey. Bunyan is saying that 
it is foolish to be a lone-ranger Christian; rather, God designed 
us to live the Christian life together with other believers who 
would speak God’s word to one another, pray for one another, 
and lift up one another’s tired arms on the long and often 
difficult journey of the Christian life. 
  Our intimacy in the body of Christ is not to be merely nominal, 
but a deep, relational intimacy. Christian friendship is 
characterized by mutual love, commitment,  open 
communication, and joy (also belly laughs). And yet, given the 
reality of a fallen world, it will not be without fears; of exposure,  
abandonment, or loss of control. That’s also by design, because 
you cannot have real intimacy without risking the possibility of 
exposure, rejection, or being let down. What will free us to take 
such a risk? Knowing that it is God’s design and that, as we step 
out in faith, he will cover us every step of the way. 
 
 
 


Pastor Greg



Preparation for Worship 
We invite you to use this time to quietly prepare your hearts and minds for 
worship. 

The one true God 
graciously invites us 
into his presence to 
worship him in spirit 
and in truth, and we 
eagerly respond in 
faith. This begins a 
dialogue which will 
continue to the end 
of the service as 
God initiates with 
us, and we respond 
to him.

Leader: 1 Make a joyful noise to the 
Lord, all the earth! 

Congregation: 2Serve the Lord 
with gladness! Come into his 
presence with singing! 

Leader: 3Know that the Lord, he is 
God! 

Congregation: It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

Leader: 4Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! 

Congregation: Give thanks to 
him; bless his name! 

ALL: For the Lord is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all 
generations.

 Call to Worship                                               Psalm 100

“Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.”

 Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s 
Prayer  

Rev. Dr. Bill 
Gleason 

 “Wonderful, Merciful Savior” 

 “Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners”  

 Minister: Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your 
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy  blot 
out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity,  and cleanse me from my sin! 
  
 People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me. Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 

 Minister: Hide your face from my sins,  and blot out all 
my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O 
God,  and renew a right spirit within me. Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation,  and uphold me with a willing 
spirit. 
  
People: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it;  you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 

 All: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise.

Corporate Confession of Sin Psalm 51

Order of Worship 
( -Please Stand)

The LORD your God is in your midst, 
  a mighty one who will save; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
  he will quiet you by his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing.

Assurance of Pardoning Grace Zephaniah 3:17

 “Christ is Mine Forever More”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t24uLvayvsM&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMZdxEe_Qms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roQovDZeAWE


I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and earth; and of all 
things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds: 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, 
begotten, not made; being of one 
substance 
with the Father, by Whom all things were 
made: 
Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from Heaven, and was incarnate by 
the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was 
made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried; and the third 
day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into Heaven, and sits on the 
right 
hand of the Father. And He shall come 
again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead 
Whose kingdom 
shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, 
The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who proceeds 
from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father 
and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified; Who 
spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Nicene 
Creed was 
crafted by 
the Council 
of Nicaea in 
A . D . 3 2 5 . 
The creed 
emphasizes 
the doctrine 
of the Trinity 
in response 
t o t h e 
teachings of 
A r i u s , a 
c le rgyman 
who denied 
the divinity 
of the Son, 
the second 
member of 
the Trinity. 
T h i s 
o r t h o d o x 
statement of 
f a i t h h a s 
b e e n 
c o n f e s s e d 
b y 
C h r i s t i a n s 
for almost 
1700 years. 

 The Corporate Confession of 
Faith 

Nicene Creed Pastoral Prayer

W i t h g r a t e f u l 
hearts for God’s 
e x t r a v a g a n t 
m e r c y a n d 
b l e s s i n g , w e 
joyfully present 
our offerings to 
the Lord for the 

The Giving of Tithes and 
Offerings 

Acts 20:35

In all things I have shown you that by working 
hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’”

The Doxology     
The word “doxology,” coined in the 17th century, is a combination 
of the words “glory” and “word.” A doxology is a “word of glory,” a 
hymn of praise to the Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who 
is one divine nature in three Persons.

Offertory Song “Come Thou Fount”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylNnG5bxnsE


24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling 
and to present you blameless before the presence of his 
glory with great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen. 

 The Benediction                                            Jude 24-25

 “All I Have is Christ”

Series—Philippians: Striving Together Toward the Joy Saturated 
Christian Life 

“Roots, Fruits, and Soil: God’s Growing Guide” 
Philippians 2:12-18 (part 1)

The Preaching of God’s 
Word                     

Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar

Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

Sermon Notes 
“Roots, Fruits, and Soil: God’s Growing Guide” 

Philippians 2:12–16 
  
  

I.      The _____________ of Biblical Sanctification (v.12–13) 
  

a.     God’s work in us is _________________________. 
   

   
  

b.     God’s work in us is _________________________. 
  
  
  
II.   The __________________ of Biblical Sanctification (v.14-15) 

a.     Fruit #1—___________________ in difficult 
circumstances 

  
  

  
b.     Fruit #2—_____________________ in a depraved 

culture 
  
  

  
III. The ______________ of Biblical Sanctification (v.16) 

   

Application—Means for cultivating communion with God 
through his word 

1.     Privately 
  
  

2.     Corporately 
  
  

3.     Continually 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugGucoYMmKg

