
A Message from our Senior Pastor 
 

Last week we marveled together that God is both powerful and personal. 
The Almighty God—creator and upholder of all things in the universe, 
strong and powerful to save—has chosen to draw near and be personally 
and intimately close with His people, even willingly becoming a man to be 
Immanuel (―God with us‖). 
 
 
What’s more, he has chosen to dwell even nearer by us being in Him and 
He being in us. This is the staggering doctrine of Union with Christ. The 
Puritans and Reformers believed union with Christ was the believer’s 
―chief blessing.‖ 1 In his classic book, The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, the reformer John Calvin famously asked ―How do we receive 
those benefits which the Father bestowed on his only-begotten Son…that 
he might enrich poor and needy men?‖ What an important question! He 
answers, ―as long as Christ remains outside of us, and we are separated 
from him, all that he has suffered and done for the salvation of the 
human race remains useless and of no value for us.‖ However, by uniting 
us with Himself, ―becom[ing] ours‖ and ―dwell[ing] within us.‖ he 
―share[s] with us what he has received from the Father.‖ God unites us to 
Himslef to share the fullness of His blessings to us. In this way, ―we come 
to enjoy Christ and all his benefits‖ 2 It’s no wonder then that Sinclair 
Ferguson points out that Paul’s chief description of a believer is not a 
Christian, but one who is ―in Christ‖ 3 

 
 
In Romans 8:38–39, Paul grounds God’s unbreakable covenant love for 
his people in union with Christ ―For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.‖ To say it 
another way, being in Christ is the basis for what Sally Lloyd-Jones 
(author of the Jesus Story Book Bible) has masterfully called ―God’s never 
stopping, never giving up, unbreaking, always and forever love.‖ I’ve 
always loved that sentence. Go back and read it again, meditate on it, 
and commit it to memory. 
 
 
Next week we will reflect on the awesome truth that we are not just in 
Christ, but Christ is in us! 

Pastor Greg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[1] Joel Beeke and Mark Jones. A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books), 
p.483 
[2] John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. John T. McNeill, trans. Ford Lewis Battles (Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press, 1960), 3.1.1. 
[3] Sinclair Ferguson, Devoted to God: Blueprints for Sanctification (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2016), p.71. 

 

Order of Worship 
(†-Please Stand) 

 

Preparation for Worship 

 

 

 

†Call to Worship                                                                        Psalm 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
†“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 

 

† Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer             Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

†”Be Thou My Vision”                                        

 
†”Isaiah 43”                                                 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin                                    

Almighty God, you who are rich in mercy to all who call upon you; hear 

us as we come to you humbly confessing our sins, and asking your mercy 

and forgiveness. We’ve broken your holy laws by our words and deeds, 

and by the sinful affections of our hearts. We admit before you our 

disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and willfulness, and all our 

failures and shortcomings toward our fellow men. Father, have mercy on 

us, and in your great goodness grant that from now on we may serve 

and please you in newness of life; through the merit and mediation of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardoning Grace  

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from 

the law of sin and death. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:1-

2,38-39 

 

†The Corporate Confession of Faith                            Nicene Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and earth; and of all things  
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds: 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made; being of one substance  
with the Father, by Whom all things were made: 
Who for us men and for our salvation came  
down from Heaven, and was incarnate by the  
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried; and the third day  
He rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into Heaven, and sits on the right  
hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead Whose kingdom  
shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the  
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified; Who spoke by the prophets. 

        And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
        I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We invite you 

to use this time to quietly 

prepare your hearts and 

minds for worship. 

The one true God 

graciously invites us 

into his presence to 

worship him in spirit 

and in truth, and we 

eagerly respond in 

faith. This begins a 

dialogue which will 

continue to the end 

of the service as God 

initiates with us, and 

we respond to him. 

Leader: 1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all 
the earth! 
 
 Congregation: 2Serve the Lord with 
gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing! 
 

Leader: 3Know that the Lord, he is God! 
 
 Congregation: It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
 Leader: 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 
his courts with praise! 
 

 Congregation: Give thanks to him; bless 
his name! 
 

ALL: For the Lord is good; his steadfast 
love endures forever, and his faithfulness 
to all generations. 
 

The Nicene Creed 

was crafted by the 

Council of Nicaea in 

A.D. 325. The creed 

emphasizes the 

doctrine of the 

Trinity in response to 

the teachings of 

Arius, a clergyman 

who denied the 

divinity of the Son, 

the second member 

of the Trinity. This 

orthodox statement 

of faith has been 

confessed by 

Christians for almost 

1700 years. 

We invite you to 

use this time to 

quietly prepare your 

hearts and minds 

for worship. 

 



And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart,  
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves  
a cheerful giver.  2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

 

 

†The Doxology                                                             

 

 

 

The Preaching of God’s Word                         Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
Philippians 1:1-2  

―Striving Together Towards the Joy-Saturated Christian Life" 
 

 
 
 

†“The Power of the Cross”  
 
 
 
†The Benediction                                                   Numbers 6:24-26 
 
24The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon 
you and give you peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Greg Salazar 
Assisting in Worship: Rev. Dr. Bill Gleason 

Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church! 
Visiting Today? 
Welcome! We are so glad you have come to worship our great God with us 
today! We pray that God will use this worship service to increase your 
knowledge of, faith in, and love for Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor, please 
fill out the welcome card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering 
plate during the service or scan the QR code in the bulletin to 
confidentially share your info with our staff. We do encourage children 
to be in and participate in our worship service, but we do have an infant-3 
year old nursery available for them if needed. There is also a nursing 
mother’s room in the women’s restroom. If we can help you in any way, 
please feel free to speak with one of the ushers or with Greg Salazar or Bill 
Gleason.  

 

Music Team Practice (9:30 – 10:45 am) 

Prayer Time in Conference Room (10:15 – 10:45 am) 

Morning Worship (11:00 am – noon) 

Town Hall Lunch- Everyone is welcome! (12:15 pm) 

 
Ministry Opportunities This Week (8/28) 

 

Nursery – Nursery Captain- Charity Miles 
No Sunday school 
11am service 

Infants: Leah Underwood, Mary Beth Robison 
Toddlers: Jessica and Allison Mack 

Ushers  
Thomas Miles, Declan Miles, James Hardison*, 
Travis Cope (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Sound 
 Ryan Brown 

 
 

Ministry Opportunities Next Week (9/4) 
 

Nursery – Nursery Captain- Maggie Banks 
No Sunday school 
11am service 

Infants: Cindy Doud, Martha Smith  
Toddlers: Amy Howell, Phoebe & Dalton Banks 

Ushers  
Andy Hayes, Joel Daniels, Brian Miles*, 
Jeff Christopher (Deacon on Duty)  

 
Sound 
 Stephen Mullis 

*Front door 

First Presbyterian Church 
P O O L E R ,  G E O R G I A 

 

 

 

 

A service of praise and worship of  

Almighty God  

On the Lord’s Day 
 

August 28, 2022 
 

11 o’clock in the morning 

912.330.9415 firstprespooler.org 
 

 
Seeking to glorify God by holding out the hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 to our community, our country, and our world to impact others to do the same. 

With grateful 

hearts for God’s 

extravagant mercy 

and blessing, we 

joyfully present our 

offerings to the 

Lord for the 

ministry of our 

church and 

community. 

The word ―doxology,‖ coined in the 17th century, is a combination of the words ―glory‖ and 
―word.‖ A doxology is a ―word of glory,‖ a hymn of praise to the Triune God (Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit), who is one divine nature in three persons. 



Sermon Notes 
 

“Striving Together Towards the Joy-Saturated Christian Life" 
 

Philippians 1:1-2 
 


