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The Meaning of Holiness – Lesson 5 of 6 

1. Introduction: 
Up until this point in the series, the word holy has yet to be defined. We 
understand what people have experienced in the presence of a holy God, but we 
may not be able to define the term holy or the concept of holiness as it is used in 
Scripture. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul defines the word holy in order that we might 
see the necessity of holiness in our own lives, especially as it relates to how we 
use God’s name. 

 
2. What we will learn in today’s lesson: 

 The word holy has a primary and secondary meaning in Scripture 

 The holiness of God both attracts and repels, fascinates and frightens, because 
of God’s transcendent nature 

 Understand the fundamental Christian calling to be holy as God is holy 
o “Mirror and reflect the character of God to a dying world.” 

 
3. Scripture:  
Leviticus 24:10–16: Now an Israelite woman’s son, whose father was an Egyptian, 
went out among the people of Israel. And the Israelite woman’s son and a man of 
Israel fought in the camp, and the Israelite woman’s son blasphemed the Name, 
and cursed. Then they brought him to Moses. . . . And they put him in custody, till 
the will of the Lord should be clear to them. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their 
hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. And speak to the people 
of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. Whoever blasphemes 
the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone 
him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be 
put to death.” 
 
Matthew 6:9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name...” 
 
Luke 11:2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your 
name....”  
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Questions: 
1. What is the primary meaning of the term holy in Scripture? 

 
 
 
 

a.  “That which is Holy is something _________________.” 
 
2. What is the secondary meaning of the term holy in Scripture?  
 
 
 
 
 
3. What does Dr. Sproul say makes something sacred or holy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How has God revealed His zeal for His name? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What does our use of the name of God reveal? 
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6. Which attribute of God does the primary meaning of holy communicate? 

a. Love 
b. Immanence 
c. Transcendence 
d. Righteousness 

 
 
7. What have anthropologists and sociologists determined about human beings? 

a. They all believe in multiple gods. 
b. They all have evolving religious beliefs. 
c. They all have some sense of sacred time and space. 
d. They all have a unified understanding of the Trinity. 

 
 
8. What word was used to summarize the human response to the holy? 

a. Fear 
b. Hatred 
c. Fascination 
d. Ambivalence 

 
 
9. The formal address of the Lord’s Prayer is “Our Father in heaven, hallowed is 

your name.” 
a. True 
b. False 

 
 

10. What was stressed in this lecture as an indication of our deepest attitude 
toward God? 

a. Our prayer life 
b. Our use of God’s name 
c. Our desire to evangelize 
d. Our reverence in worship 


