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1.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
All of us become frustrated at things we’ve tried to overcome and may
have failed in the past. It is easy for our soil to get hardened. It takes continual effort to keep our soil soft.

Study

2. In order to allow God’s Word to grow in our hearts, we must reprioritize our
lives to weed out things that keep us from growing in fresh new ways.

3. Each individual battles their own personal weeds that choke out the
good things that are beginning to grow.
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GROWTH CHALLENGE

•• Commit to one thing this week to prioritize your personal life to nurture
your walk with God.
•• Continue to seek for and be cognizant of ‘God Moments’.
•• Prepare for Lesson 4: Read Luke 9-10
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the book of Luke

CONCLUSION

Ask group for needs and conclude with prayer.
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Luke Tells the Salvation Story
Chapters 6-8

Luke Tells the Salvation Story
Chapters 6-8

Objective: To be better equipped to recognize and prepare the soil of our heart to
grow and nurture the seed of God’s Word.
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TALK POINT

Ever pass a house with eye-catching
landscape and colorful flowers and
you think, “I’d love to grow something like that.”
Why don’t we? Is it that we…
•• Don’t have the soil?
•• Don’t know where to buy seed
or plants?
•• Don’t really want to spend
the funds?
•• Don’t have the time or energy?

GROUP DISCUSSION
We all get inspired to accomplish
something new or important to us.
•• Some people go home and
make plans to get started.
•• Others say “There is no way I
could ever do that.”
•• Still others procrastinate.
How do you personally respond to
new burst of inspiration?

SPIRITUAL APPLICATION
We all have access to the same spiritual seed (the Word of God). How that
seed grows depends on the soil of our
heart. Each of us can be the right type
of soil. It’s our choice.
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Lesson 3 Study

Jesus planted His seeds (important kingdom concepts) in hearers’ hearts by telling stories that were relatable to the lives of the hearers. One such story depicts
four conditions of a hearers’ heart:
Read Luke 8:5-9
‘Ears to hear’ means a desire and quest to understand the meaning and embrace the concept.
So what is the meaning of the parable of the soil? Jesus explains:
Read Luke 8:11
God’s seed is never the variable. His Word is miraculous and life giving. It is
guaranteed to produce beautiful fruit in any heart that embraces, obeys, and
nurtures it. The difference is the ‘soil’ which is the choices of each individual
who hears God’s Word.

3 GROUP QUESTIONS
Seeds are being sown as we read the
book of Luke and attend this Bible study:

1.

What does it take to deepen the
root of the Word in our hearts?

2. How can weeds (such as distrac-

tions, negative thoughts, worries,
temptations, pleasures, pursuit of
success, etc.) grow in our heart
without our realizing it?

Read Luke 8:12
Roadside Seed: This heart is hardened by sin [disappointment, and failure].
The gospel is preached yet it makes no impression. It lies like seed on the
“hard path;” it is easily taken away, and never allowed to take root. (Barnes)

3. How might “weeds” choke out

Read Luke 8:13
Seed in Rocky Soil: This heart quickly and willingly receives the Word. Yet
there is no deep work of grace in the soul; no real change in the ground of the
heart. He or she is not truly regenerated and made a new creature in Christ.
Therefore, at the first sign of adversity, they fall away. (Benson)

4. What do you hope your life will

Read Luke 8:14
Seed in Thorny Soil: This heart nurtures the Word and produces fruit for a
season. However “weeds” such as temptations, distractions, worries, and pleasures choke out the seed, and it has no chance to bear fruit.
Read Luke 8:15
Seed in Good Soil: This hearer receives and nurtures the Word. Adversity
serves to deepen its root into the heart over time. When weeds grow, this
hearer plucks them away, allowing the plant to breathe and blossom. Over
time, “a crop 100 times as great’ is reaped. This hearer is personally transformed and goes on to impact those around him or her.

seeds God is planting? How do
we pluck them out? How might
we focus on protecting and
growing the seed?
look like in this next season of
growth? (Do you desire to be
stronger, wiser, more effective,
more peaceable, etc?)

5. What do you think ‘100 times as
great’ means?

These questions assist each of us to
continue to grow until we “produce a
crop 100 times as great.”

