
Study
the book of Luke

Luke Tells the Salvation Story
Chapters 1-3

         KEY TAKEAWAYS
1. God desires to speak to each of us in a personal way. He doesn’t speak to 

everyone in the same way. We can learn to quiet ourselves and recognize 
His voice. 

2. Even devout people become afraid at times when new spiritual things 
happen to them. 

3. How we respond to the voice of God is very important, even when we 
are afraid. 

         GROWTH CHALLENGE
 • Recognize ‘God Moments’

How to start: When reading Bible passages, think of how it might 
relate to something in your life. What might God be speaking to 
you through His Word? 

 • Throughout the week, take special notice of nature and the world 
around you. What might God be speaking into your spirit?

*Each week we will plan to share one ‘God moment’ from the week.

         CONCLUDING PRAYER
We will pray together about quieting the noise and distractions around us to 
better hear what God is saying to us. We will ask the Lord to help us recognize 
when He is trying to speak to us. Let’s pray to respond in faith, even when the 
promise seems impossible.
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ZACHARIAS’ STORY   
Read Luke 1:5-12

Angelic Visit
Zacharias was a devoted 
priest, yet when heaven 

visited him, he was fearful. 
Spiritual people can be afraid 
of God’s voice, too. Note his 
attitude and response then 
compare it to Mary’s story.  

Zacharias’ Promise 
Read Luke 1:16-17

Zacharias’ Response
He refused to believe the 

promise. It seemed so out of 
the ordinary – impossible – 

too good to be true. 

Angelic Response
Read Luke 1:20

The angel silenced his voice. 

MARY’S STORY
Read Luke 1:26-29

Angelic Visit
Their stories are very similar. 

Mary was also fearful. The an-
gel spoke the same words of 

comfort to both of them. Read 
Luke 1:13 and 30

Mary’s Promise
Read Luke 1:31-33 

Mary’s Response
Read Luke 1:34

She responded with a ques-
tion similar to Zacharias’, but 
she had a different attitude – 

“seeking to understand.” 

Angelic Response 
Read Luke 1:35-37

Heaven brings her more de-
tails, Elizabeth’s confirmation, 

but asks her to trust in faith for 
the impossible.

Mary’s Faith
Read Luke 1:38

         TALK POINTS
Scene 1: 

You walk down the sidewalk 
in downtown New York City. 
Several birds are above you 
perched on the edge of a roof-
top. Surely they are singing—
that’s what birds do. So why 
can’t you hear them?

Scene 2: 
You stroll down a quiet coun-
try lane and see a bench in the 
shade by a small lake. As you 
sit, listening to the rustle of the 
leaves in the breeze, you note 
how loudly birds are calling and 
responding to one another.

Luke Tells the Salvation Story
Chapters 1-3

WHAT MAKES  
THE DIFFERENCE?

God is always speaking. How might 
these two examples teach us some-
thing about hearing and recognizing 
the voice of God?

        GROUP QUESTIONS

1. Much like the birds, God is always 
speaking. How can we better hear 
Him?

2. What are several ways Jesus 
might speak to us? (Bible, 
preaching/teaching, spiritual 
people, prayer, songs, nature, 
dreams, etc.)

3. When, if ever, have you felt like 
you heard God’s voice? Was it to 
direct you? To comfort you? To 
warn you?

4. What is your first inner response 
when God speaks things that 
seem impossible or beyond our 
human capability?

5. When, if ever, have you respond-
ed in fear or doubt to the voice 
of God and regretted it?

Objective: Learning to hear, recognize, and respond to the voice of God - in faith

Lesson 1 Character Study
Compare Zacharias’ and Mary’s experiences. 

How do their individual responses and outcomes differ? 
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