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Where does God “live” now? 
 
 

Exodus 35:21 Everyone who was willing and whose heart moved them came and brought an 
offering to the LORD for the work on the tent of meeting. 

A work of art took shape thousands of years ago, and the last chapters of Exodus provide a 
wealth of details. In a hostile desert landscape, a tribe of just-liberated slaves built something 
of exquisite beauty: a portable cathedral, or tabernacle. 

God directed the project personally, specially endowing the crafters with skill (see Exodus  
31:1-6) and elaborating right down to the color choice of woven yarns, the precise length of  
curtains and wooden frames, and the design of gold filigree. The people of Israel joined  
together in a flurry of activity, carefully following God’s pattern. One ton of gold went into the 
project, as well as nearly four tons of silver and stockpiles of precious gems and rare woods. 

Throughout the book of Exodus, God had been progressively revealing himself to Moses: once 
in a burning bush, once in a mysterious appearance beside a rock, once on a trembling  
mountain and often in a cloud-covered tent of meeting. God’s presence caused such fear and 
awe that the people of Israel begged that he not speak to them directly (see Exodus 20:19). 
When Moses had come down from Mount Sinai after meeting with God, he glowed as if  
radioactive, and everyone was too frightened to go near him (see Exodus 34:30). 

Yet, on the day the tabernacle was completed, this same God moved in. His glory filled the 
new tabernacle. God took up residence with his people. 

From then on, whenever the Israelites marched or camped, their portable cathedral stayed in 
the exact center of the camp, with their tents and personal belongings radiating out from the 
Most Holy Place and the ark of the covenant. The tabernacle gave them a visible reminder of 
God’s central place. Each day priests performed functions of sacrifice and worship there. 

The story of the tabernacle, which takes up one-third of Exodus, reveals much about the  
character of God. He can never be taken lightly—the rituals here and in the next three books 
show that God must be approached with care and reverence. He cannot be experienced } 
directly, in his fullness, by ordinary people; a holy God is simply too overwhelming. Even  
Moses, Exodus says, could not look on God’s face and live (see Exodus 33:20). 

And yet, amazingly, that same God who seemed so distant came near. Despite the huge gulf 
separating God and humanity—a gulf that all the rules on holiness and purification only hint at
-God allowed personal access to himself. He made himself available. 

Where does God “live” now? Students, take him to school with you. Adults, take him to work. 
Families, open your home to his mighty presence. He has made himself available but won’t 
necessarily break your door down. In the same light, he’ll always enter when it’s opened. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders– Come on Back! 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 
September can be thought of as the end of a lot of things…summer, trees start to shed their leaves, vacations, VBS,  
Mission Trip, Single Service Sundays, Sight & Sound trip to see David. It’s also the start of an exciting time of year. Many of 
us have been traveling and take off from worship in the summer months.  

September is a great time to get back into the habit of worshipping in person in the Church. If you’ve been away for 
awhile, please come and see some of the changes and transformation that have happened in our building! As an example, 
the boiler room, (which I had thought was a bit scary if I’m being honest), is a thing of beauty. (Okay maybe not beauty, 

but certainly much better than it was).�   

We have missed seeing everyone in worship between the pandemic and the summer. We would love to see everyone 
back in Church for worship, Sunday School, small groups, etc.  

What better way to get back in the swing of things than by attending our Rally Day Weekend on September 10 & 11? 
Come out and see what we’ve been up to! Hope to see everyone there! 

Blessings,  

Sharon and Anne  

 

 

     OR 

It is once again time to join with our brothers and sisters at St. Mary Magdalen for our Harvest Food Festival food drive. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help provide emergency food to families in need in our surrounding community.   

Our combined donations provide support to eight Wilmington-area food pantries including Neighborhood House,  
Ezion-Mt. Carmel, St. Patrick’s Center, and Jewish Family Services.  

Please prayerfully consider a generous donation. Last year, we donated $9,700, and we are so grateful for your  
contributions. THANK YOU! This year you will have three ways to donate: 

• For those wishing to donate food, bring your non-perishable donation to the church on or before October 2nd. We 
will have bags available for your use on September 18th and 25th. 

• For those donating with a check, make the check out to Aldersgate UMC and write “Harvest Food” in the memo 
line. 

• You can make an on-line financial donation by visiting http://aldersgatede.org/donate. 
 

This event has been in place for a long time and continues to provide an opportunity for us to respond to Jesus’ teaching 
to help our less fortunate neighbors.  

We also need help delivering the food on Monday morning, October 3rd. If you would like to help for 1-2 hours, please 
contact Henry Daum at daumhf@comcast.net. 

Harvest Food Collection – Sunday, October 2 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
http://aldersgatede.org/donate
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Church Family, 

I’m praying the end of Summer, the beginning of Fall, back to school, football, and cooler weather are all 
blessings for you! As you have likely seen, your church is alive and buzzing with activity, especially as we get 
ready for our Rally Day Weekend, with the Saturday of Service (SOS), and our combined service and picnic! It 
will be a wonderful time of service, unity, and expectation of the good things God will do in our congregation 

in the months to come. 

Chancel Choir will be returning to service in September, with the first rehearsal taking place Wednesday, September 

7, to prepare for the Rally Day service. We have plans for both new anthems, and familiar favorites this fall, and of course 
the excitement of preparing the Christmas Concert this year is December 11, at 2:00 PM. If you would like to join us, you 
can let me know at rob.mcfarland@aldersgatede.org, or by calling the church to speak with me, or even better, you can 
JUST SHOW UP! We would love to have anyone join who feels called to be a part of the choir. 
 

The Gateway Ringers, our Handbell choir, will return to action this fall, with rehearsals on Thursday nights at 7:30 

p.m. If you are fairly comfortable reading music and want a unique opportunity to share a music blessing with the church 
several times throughout the year, please contact me to discuss whether Gateway Ringers might be the ministry  
opportunity you are looking for. The first rehearsal for fall will be Thursday, September 8, at 7:30 PM. 

“Arts at Aldersgate” makes its return this year, with our first program being a concert featuring our own Mark  

Sobol at the piano, on Sunday, September 18, at 2:00 PM. Mark will thrill us with his renditions of gospel, jazz, and any 
number of other styles, as only he can! This is a free admission event, and a great opportunity to invite someone to 
church with you. 

Following our Rally Day combined service, our new sermon series for the early fall is “Legacy”, where we’ll learn about 
the qualities that God wants us to be known for, through the lens of Luke’s Gospel. What does a legacy of faith look like 
to you? 

Finally, your attendance update. As always, this is through the most current Sunday previous to the deadline for  
publication. Also, a reminder that the online count is only a reflection of live, real-time viewers, and does not account for 
more than one person watching on the same device. 

Blessings,  Pastor Rob 

7/24/22 10:00 73 Online 27 Total 100 

7/31/22 10:00 91 Online 36 Total 127 

8/7/22 9:00 55 11:00 68 Online 29 Total 152 

8/14/22 9:00 65 11:00 63 Online 26 Total 154 

Please join Pastor 

Karen Bunnell,  

former  Aldersgate  

Associate Pastor, on 

Rally Day Sunday 

SOS Sign-ups coming soon 

mailto:rob.mcfarland@aldersgatede.org
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Finance Update 

Our 2022-2023 Stewardship Scorecard  

 

July Scorecard 

  
         

Our Amazing Financial Legacy 

Thanks to those who have come before and those who continue to give generously, we have a large building and  
significant property free of any mortgage and investments totaling $3,039,398.07.  However, only a small percentage of 
these funds ($89,820.23 or 3 percent in 2022) can be used for our ongoing operations. The funds were accumulated or 
given for stated ministries and specific costs.       

Last Fiscal Year 

Why the ongoing concerns?  For operations last year we spent $34,731.71 more than our income, after all available 
funds were transferred.  Additionally, we used $222,169 in COVID funds that do not have to be repaid to continue to pay 
salaries. At year’s end our Preschool received grant money that also helps to defray costs and enhances the teacher’s 
income with a much-deserved bonus, paid by the State of Delaware, thanks to Sharon’s great efforts and follow through.    

Our financial position over the past year resulted in the curtailing of some ministries.  Stepping up, the Go Team has been 
innovative in finding ministries that do not cost money, using our time and talents. All areas have adhered to a spending 
freeze.  

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

Our budget after difficult compromises, and with no growth in our ministries, calls for us to raise $1,098,003.28 from July 
1, 2022, through June 30, 2023, a 25% increase over what we received in 21-22. The return from COVID restrictions will 
enable natural increases.  The building use will add rental dollars.  Nonetheless, we project a need for a 22% increase in 
pledges and plate contributions this year.  As you see from the Scorecard above, we have a long way to go. Summer 
months are not indicative of average giving.  If we average 150% of August every month, we will still end the fiscal year 
with a projected deficit of $40,941.84.  Ministries will not be fully funded, and other costs such as salaries may have to be 
further reduced.   

Aldersgate has been fortunate.  We are grateful for the many gifts of our current donors and those in our history who 
have enabled us to have the endowment we have. Honoring those saints means doing our part and not relying on past 
gifts to fund our current obligations.     

What is being done?   

In a blinding flash of the obvious, one of our brethren asked if we had prayed about the financial concern.  I admit  

personally, I have not often and honestly.  So, let’s all pray for Aldersgate, seeking the time, talents, and  
resources to do what we do now and what more we could be doing in ministry.  

The Lead Team continues its expectation that there be no discretionary spending.  A process is in place to assure only 
costs for immediately needed items are incurred.   

The Finance Committee and many creative thinkers among us are organizing and planning for an enhanced Stewardship 
Campaign to engage all members and strengthen our church family bonds, as well as our financial health.   

Have an idea?  Pass it on!  We need to consider all ideas prayerfully.  

Bob Reis, Finance Committee  

Giving Budgeted for July 2022- June 2023 Giving through July, 2022 Giving Remaining through July, 2023 

$771,816.28   $37,888.12 $722,928.00   95.1% 

July Income (all sources):   $50,569.73 

July Expenses:    $73,608.76 
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       Where YOU can Help      

 

After over a decade of providing overnight hosting to temporarily homeless families within the walls of our church,  
Aldersgate's contribution to the Family Promise mission is changing.  The pandemic required a quick shift from hosting  
families for a week at Aldersgate, to serving families at the Jesus House Prayer and Renewal Center on Milltown Road.   
Family Promise announced that this change has become permanent.  The decision was made based on many factors,  
including ongoing pandemic related concerns.   

The mission remains the same: to help families experiencing homelessness achieve sustainable independence through a 
community, faith-based response.  We will continue to provide meals, prayer, and other support four weeks out of the 
year.  Heartfelt thanks to all that drove the van, washed laundry, set up rooms or slept on aero beds in Room 236 over 
the years!  While we have retired those tasks, your time, energy, and compassion for our guests are needed as much as 
ever.  Our next turn with Family Promise is from 10/2 to 10/8, followed soon after by a turn from 11/27 to 12/3.  If you 
haven't taken part in this ministry before and would like to serve, send me a note.  We'd love to have you on the team!   
Brian Merritt  (Bjmerritt@outlook.com)    

Volunteers Needed 1 Hour per 

Month to Help Distribute Food 

Boxes 

When:  Friday September 23rd at Noon 

Where: Aldersgate UMC parking lot 

Bring:  A bottle of water 

 

Since May, Aldersgate has been participating with other  
local churches to distribute free food boxes provided by the 
Longwood Foundation’s HOPP ministry to anyone in need. We 
could use volunteers to hold signs up curbside during the 
event, place boxes in vehicles, and direct cars to the  
distribution point.   
 

Signup at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp or just come by the event to 
help. 

You can help by coming out! 

mailto:Bjmerritt@outlook.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp
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Aldersgate Happenings… 

A Message from Crazy Ladies 

We want to thank you, Congregation, for your support for our  
summer food drive for Neighborhood House. In the face of  
overwhelming need, we were able to deliver carloads of food and 
related items. 

We also want you to know that we welcome anyone who would 
like to read along with us. We will start The Sabbath by Abraham 
Heschel on Tuesday, September 13. We meet on Zoom at 9:45 on 
Tuesday mornings. Please contact me if you are interested -
 betsydiemer@comcast.net 

Unique Boutique  and Book Pop-Up– Was Held 

Every Sunday in August Between Services  

The bus trip to Sight and 

Sound to see “David” was 

enjoyed by all. 

mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
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           SAVE THE DATES 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 11 Rally Day- 10 a.m. worship service and picnic to follow! 
 
Sunday, September 18 first day of Sunday School for all ages and stages, 10:10 a.m.-10:50 a.m.,  invite your friends! 
 
Sunday, October afternoon (TBA) Hayride and Bonfire 
 
Saturday, October 29 Trunk-or-Treat, 5:30-6:30 p.m. get those creative minds going for your decorated trunk 
 
Friday, November 18 Family Movie Night, 6-8:30 p.m., 
SMC 
 
Sunday, November 27 Advent Workshop (TBA) 
  
Peace and Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 

Got Plastic Bags?  We are here to help! 
 
Eco Plastics Products of Delaware (www.ecoplasticsproducts.org) is a company in our own  
backyard that the Caring for Creation team has discovered in its search for ways to recycle  
plastics. Eco Plastics is a 501(c3) non-profit organization that collects plastic items numbered 2, 4, 
and 5 as well as bottle caps and bubble wrap. The company takes these plastics and converts them 
to useful and sustainable items such as park benches and tables. 

It turns out that plastic bags are either #2 or #4. Even plastic bags that you might not think of, such as those containing 
bread loaves, are sometimes marked #4. The number on plastic bags is often found on the side. 
 
With this in mind the Caring for Creation team will be starting a collection project for plastic bags only beginning in  

September. Marked containers will be placed by the glass doors and in the Narthex for you to bring in clean and dry #2 
and/or #4 PLASTIC BAGS ONLY. 
 
We encourage you to consider donating other plastics to this organization directly. By donating to Eco Plastics, you can be 
certain the plastic you are donating is actually being recycled. For details about their location and guidelines for recycling, 
please visit their website. 
 
Caring for Creation Team 
 

http://www.ecoplasticsproducts.org/
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Joseph and Holly VanSuch  Sept 3  44 years 

Robert and Eileen Emrich  Sept 4  69 years 

Andrew and Elizabeth Downing  Sept 6  14 years 

Terry and Melissa Romano  Sept 10  11 years 

Brian and Carolyn Estebez  Sept 13  9 years 

Albert and Patricia Koenig  Sept 13  64 years 

Richmond and Linda Williams  Sept 13  36 years 

Jacob and Sharon Ungerer  Sept 14  3 years 

David and Julie Harrington  Sept 17  17 years 

Peter and Janet Atwater  Sept 25  29 years 

Eric and Catherine Goodman  Sept 27  25 years 

Ron and Christine Lassiter  Sept 27  14 years 

Bob and Linda Pyle  Sept 28  54 years 

Benjamin and Valerie Rawding  Sept 28  3 years 

Ryan and Rebecca Gorsuch  Sept 29  4 years 

  

  Albert Ament       July 29, 2022 

  Frank Henderson   August 6, 2022 

Do You Know??? 
Do you know that just by giving your church  

offering you help our local community in many 

ways?  

 

For instance, YOU make it possible for Aldersgate 

to support  

 

Friendship House 

DE Ecumenical Council 

Meals on Wheels 

Neighborhood House 

Urban Promise 

Emmanuel Dining Room 

Family Promise 

Camp Pecometh 

Sojourners Place 

Sunday Breakfast Mission 

 

Your offering also keeps the lights on, the air  

conditioning running, the heat on, the grass cut,  

the building maintained and safe, and music  

available for our musical groups, etc.  THANK 

YOU.  Aldersgate continues to exist because of 

YOU. 
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Trustees’ Building Update 
 
Greetings from the Trustees! We hope that you have had a blessed and restful summer. As we return to a full 
schedule of church activities this fall, you may notice some changes to the church building that have  
happened over the summer. The trustees have been hard at work implementing a balance of long-term  
capital maintenance plans and facility upgrades in order to modernize our services to the communities we 
serve.   
 

One of the largest projects completed this summer was the re-engineering of the heat distribution system 
and the replacement of 2 old boilers with 3 new modern high-efficiency condensing boilers. This  
efficiency improvement is expected to deliver 15-25% savings on our winter energy usage year over 
year. In addition, new automatic air bleeding systems should enable faster and more trouble-free  
transitions from summer AC to winter heating and improve distribution of heat to the far reaches of the 
building. Your feedback this winter on difficult to heat areas will be a welcome blessing to fine tune the 
system.     

 
You may notice new doors popping up in the lower (preschool) level of the building. The new access 

doors will provide enhanced security for the children during school hours, but allow for unfettered  
access to that level when school is not in session. In conjunction with the installation of a new badge 
security system, there will be more flexibility yet accountability for passage through the building. This 
modern security is required to meet current expectations of families shopping for preschool services.  

 
Speaking of security systems, we have contracted to install a new building security system to replace the 

old system that is barely functioning. Unfortunately the project is delayed due to a supply chain  
shortage of computer chips. We hope to have the project completed sometime this fall. Stay tuned.  

 
The lower level preschool bathrooms have been upgraded with hygienic floor coverings and  

ventilation to improve the safety and cleanliness of those spaces. This project and the new door  
installation are part of a multi-year project to modernize and re-configure the preschool spaces to  
allow for growth in both the Aldersgate and tenant Montessori preschool programs and to allow for 
more community outreach. You will hear about additional changes as those programs continue their 
growth journey. 

 
Debbie Mulrooney, Trustees Chair 
Mark Wichmann, Trustees Secretary 

New Boilers 

New Security Doors 

New Bathroom 

Floor Surface 
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Fall Worship Schedule– In-Person and Live Streamed 

Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sunday School 10 a.m. (starting 9/18) 

Traditional Service at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   
 

Or YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

Upcoming Events 
 

Rally Day Weekend - September 10, 11 

 Saturday of Service - September 10 

 Sunday Worship - One Service - 10 a.m. 

First Day of  Sunday School - Sunday, September 18 

Arts at Aldersgate - Mark Sobol Concert -   

                                     Sunday September 18, 2 p.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

