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Our Father In Heaven 

I am weak, but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep 
me from all wrong; I’ll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

(Refrain) Just a closer walk with Thee, 
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, Daily walking 
close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

Through this world of toil and snares, If I 
falter, Lord, who cares? Who with me my 
burden shares? None but Thee, dear Lord, 
none but Thee. (Refrain) 

When my feeble life is o’er, Time for me will be no more; Guide me gently, safely o’er 
to Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. (Refrain) 

Imagine a father who often travels and works long hours while at home. He seldom 
sees his ten-year-old son. But the boy’s birthday is coming so the father leaves a note: 
“Will be in Far East on your birthday, but back by Saturday night with gift. What 
would you like-video game, bike, stereo? Circle the one you want.” The father can 
afford about anything the boy could ever want. Late that night, the dad sees that his 
son has circled “Saturday.” The boy could have chosen any plaything he wanted, but 
what he really wanted was for Saturday to arrive and with it, his daddy. He wanted to 
know his father. That’s the heart of this familiar spiritual. “Just a Closer Walk with 
Thee,” that’s all we ask. As Paul said, “I consider everything a loss compared to the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord (Philippians 3:8). Fortunately 
for us, we don’t have an “absentee” heavenly Father. God is there for us and will grant 
this request. God is happy to walk with us, to share our burdens, to guide us safely to 
the shore of His Kingdom. 

I’m afraid COVID-19 has caused many of us to feel as though we’re walking this life 
alone and that God is as far away from us as possible. The thing we desire most is 
similar to that of a child wanting the closeness and love of a good parent. As another 
new fall season begins here at Aldersgate, allow yourselves time to walk with the Lord. 
Be at peace knowing that God has great plans for you and for this church. God has 
seen all things and our plans since the beginning of time and will be most pleased if we 
will submit to His will. God will always allow us to go our own path should we chose 
to; that’s what free will is all about. However, I know that God and all the angels in 
heaven rejoice when we use that same free will to actively chose God’s only Son, Jesus, 
as our Savior, and give our lives over to Him. 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who abides in the shadow of the 
Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 
Psalm 91:1-2 

Grace and Peace to you!  

Pastor Chris 
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    From Your Lay Leaders 
 

       layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

Summer is behind us, but Covid is making a comeback. We have returned to masking in worship and 

will continue our social distancing and other protocols to be as safe as we can. Our church has 

worked hard this summer to continue our missions of Gather, Grow, and Go. A highlight of this 

summer was hearing about our youth mission trip to Wilmington’s Urban Promise. How uplifting to 

hear the reflections of the youth and adults about how they saw God working as they worked. 

Another bright spot was hearing from the staff at Emmanuel DR. Although we’ve not been cooking, 

we’ve made a financial contribution every month as box meals have been prepared and distributed to 

members of the community - In their words “we could not have kept going without your support”. 

Big plans for the Fall at Aldersgate have been in the works, and we look forward to hearing more 

about them in this issue of The Messenger. We keep our church, pastors and staff in our hearts and 

prayers and look forward to new worship, learning, and ministry opportunities. For we know that 

with God’s help we can do all things. Sharon and I hope to see you soon, and as always, we want to 

know if we can be in prayer for anything special.  

Blessings,  

Anne Murray  

United Methodist Women 
Fall Program 
Monday, September 27th at 7 p.m. 
 
 Everyone is invited to the Aldersgate United Methodist Women’s 
Fall Program. Our speakers will be Ann and Bob Daly from 
Newark Union Church and Cemetery.  Due to Covid-19 
restrictions, refreshments will not be served. 

also 
Save-the -Date 
UMW Sunday 
Sunday, October 17th 
10:00 am (single service) 

In case you missed it, Pecometh is hiring a Director of Program Ministries. This is a senior staff position 

responsible for overseeing camp, retreat, and outdoor programs. The successful candidate will have three to five 

years’ experience working in a camp and/or retreat environment, as well as supervisory and program management 

skills. 

  

Pecometh’s intention is for the successful candidate to ultimately assume the position of Executive Director in the 

next two to three years. This is not guaranteed, but interested candidates should consider this when making an 

application. Please see the job posting for a complete listing of qualifications and responsibilities. Interested 

applicants should email resume and cover letter to jobs@gcfa.org.  

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!GNtoZhV0YBaLm9FliPXGNutvorLN2aIy4H0S5cVePRRhUfB5u+0iYdw+TQcQIJD80
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!AXY+SQ+6IM3gIOVcg0zhRmhgof-MvMrIMCMJCPRTotYmnkzUfaiC6ODNrfy9KkNl0
mailto:jobs@gcfa.org
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Hello Everyone, 

 I pray that you are all having a safe and fun summer!  The youth and young adults at 

Aldersgate have certainly stayed busy with a variety of fellowship, activities, and Bible study this 

summer! We have thoroughly enjoyed tubing down the Brandywine Creek, outdoor games, ice 

cream fellowship time, and much more! We have also dived into a variety of studies and 

discussions to further our spiritual development at Impact and Amplified each week. I am so 

excited to keep this momentum going into Fall! Sunday School for 6th-12th graders will begin 

the Sunday after Rally Day, which is Sunday, September 26th. Impact, our youth group, will also 

continue from 7-8:30pm each Sunday. Lastly, Amplified is our small group for young adults and 

will continue each Tuesday from 7-8:30pm. All of these programs will be hosted outside at church 

to ensure the safest possible experience. We also have a wide variety of new and exciting 

opportunities, so be sure to check out our entire Fall Schedule below! Thank you all for your 

continued support, and I hope to see all of our youth and young adults this Autumn! 

Blessings and Prayers, 

Emily Green  
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We are dedicated to provide such a safe, loving, early 
childhood ministry experience for the community! 
Aldersgate Preschool will have orientation days the 
week before preschool starts on Monday, September 
13th. We are blessed to offer classes with limited 
children attending each day. We are also blessed with 
our fabulous dedicated teachers who make it all work. 
Of course we have the COVID-19 Requirements for 
Licensed Child Care in place for everyone’s safety 
which includes: arrival screening, social distancing, 
small class sizes with two teachers, lots of hand 
washing, lots of cleaning and sanitizing, required 
mask wearing for all teachers and encouraged mask 
wearing for all children 2 years of age and older. We 
are going to be as safe and healthy as we can!  

We might have one spot left for your child! Enroll your child for the limited family class units by 
checking out the Aldersgate Preschool page on www.aldersgatede.org TODDLER Class (18 month old 
-2 year old children) choice of: Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-
Friday Pre-Kindergarten Class (3 and 4 year old children) choice of: Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR 
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday-Friday We love our children and would love a long list of excellent 
substitutes, too! Contact Sharon Jennelly, Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool, 
Office: (302) 478-2575, ext. 118 Cell: (302) 562-5808 sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org for the 
details. 

  

Blessings,  

Sharon Jennelly 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

 & Aldersgate Preschool 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

2313 Concord Pike 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

Office: (302) 478-2575 

Cell: (302) 562-5808 

www.aldersgatede.org 

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  

  

http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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All Families are invited to  

Pizza, Pajamas & Movie Night 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000)           

                        PG 1hr 44 min. 

Friday, November 19th, 2021 

   6:00 – 8:00 PM Student Ministry Center 
Rsvp: sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or call 478-2575, ext. 118. Kids 
wear pj’s and may bring a pillow to sit on. 
 

Plus advent workshop (see next page) 

Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 
Director of Children’s Ministry &  

Aldersgate Preschool 

Office: (302) 478-2575 

Cell: (302) 562-5808 

www.aldersgatede.org 

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org   

Trunk-OR-TREAT 
Family, free and safe trick-or-treating      
 

SATURDAY, October 30, 2021  
Everyone is welcome!              

5:30pm-6:30 PM         Aldersgate’s Parking Lot Please sign up your  decorated 

trunk with sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org aldersgatede.org 302) 478-2575
 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Hayride and Bonfire   Sunday, OCTOBER 10  

A wagon leaves at 4pm and one wagon at 5pm. Meet at the Bellevue State Park Barn 

for a hayride (limit 20 adults) and then a Bonfire to follow with hot dogs, juice and 

s’mores! Register for the 4pm or 5pm wagon to sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org. 

$10/family. *masks required unless seated and eating*/park guidelines.  

SUNDAY, November 28

11:30am- 1:30pm

Come join us for making 

all levels of decorations, 

cookies and fun!

Pizza and drinks provided!

RSVP to Sharon 
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
call 302)478-2575, ext.118 or 302) 562-

5808 

Craft Volunteers apply today!

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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It is once again time to join with our 
brothers and sisters at St. Mary 
Magdalen for our annual food 
drive. With so many being impacted 
by the pandemic, the need for food 
assistance remains great! 

Because of COVID-19, Aldersgate 
will again be collecting financial 
donations rather than non-perishable food items.  We 
believe providing a financial gift will be much safer for 
you; it will also protect the volunteers from risks 
associated with collecting, organizing, and delivering 
food items. Additionally, by receiving financial 
donations, the food closets will be able to better 
acquire what they need.   

It is our hope to help provide support to various food 
pantries in the Wilmington area including those at 
Brandywine Community UMC, Neighborhood House, 
St. Helena’s, St. Patrick’s and Ezion-Mt. Carmel UMC. 

  We received a total of $4450 for this important 
Aldersgate outreach last year. Please prayerfully 
consider making a generous donation this year to help 
our Wilmington brothers and sisters in need. 
 
Please make checks payable to Aldersgate U.M.C. and 
mail them to 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 
1903.  Make sure you write “Harvest Food” in the 
memo line. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help provide 
emergency food to families in need throughout New 
Castle County and to “. . . live out Christ’s teachings 
as we meet the needs of our local . . . community!” 
 
Please join with 
your “Go” Team 
and our 
neighbors at St. 
Mary Magdalen 
in this 
especially 
important 
mission 

Harvest Food Collection 

Through Sunday, October 3 

Joseph and Holly VanSuch  Sept 3  43 years 

Robert and Eileen Emrich  Sept 4  68 years 

Andrew and Elizabeth Downing  Sept 6  13 years 

Terry and Melissa Romano  Sept 10 10 years 

Brian and Carolyn Estebez  Sept 13  8 years 

Albert and Patricia Koenig  Sept 13  63 years 

Richmond and Linda Williams  Sept 13  35 years 

Jacob and Sharon Ungerer  Sept 14  2 years 

David and Julie Harrington  Sept 17  16 years 

Peter and Janet Atwater  Sept 25  28 years 

Eric and Catherine Goodman  Sept 27  24 years 

Ron and Christine Lassiter  Sept 27  13 years 

Bob and Linda Pyle  Sept 28  53 years 

Benjamin and Valerie Rawding  Sept 28  2 years 

Ryan and Rebecca Gorsuch  Sept 29  3 years 

Nathan Smith passed away on July 

14, 2021 

Sheridan Young passed away on 

August 8, 2021 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

What’s Inside...  Worship Services: 
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE  In-Person 
and Live-Stream  at 9 a.m. 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE In-Person and 
Live-Stream at 11 a.m.    
          

You can find Live-Stream at: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

 

Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

And hit the subscribe button 

   

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday         9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays 9 a.m.-12 noon. 
 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message 2 

United Methodist Women 2 

Student and Young Adult Ministries 3 
Aldersgate Preschool 4 
Children’s Ministry 5 

Childrens’s Ministry 6 

Milestones & Harvest Food Drive 7 

Church Hours 8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

