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God Calls Us to Be Learners 

 
 
As we begin the uncharted territory of the new school year, 
I thought I’d reflect on learning. We are called to be  
life-long learners. After all, faith is not a goal to be reached, 
not a destination at which we ever arrive, but a journey we 
take that lasts us our whole life. While there may be rest 
stops and detours along the way, for the most part, we are 
called to continue traveling that path, trusting that Christ 
walks with us along the way. This journey of faith involves 
our whole self ("Love God with all your heart, your soul, 
your mind, and your strength"). It involves worship, prayer, 
and service, as we seek to experience and live out our faith. 
But we're also called to seek an understanding of our faith 
(as much as that can be attained), and that involves study. 
Whether we are 2 or 102, we are called to be learners, to 
put our brains to use for better understanding God's word and God's will for us. We can learn in 
several different ways. One way we learn is for information. When we do this, we focus on facts. 
We delve into history and context, seeking to understand the author's objective and meaning. 
Learning for information is like a research project in which we are discovering knowledge about 
God. I love this kind of learning, but it's not the primary way God calls us to be learners. The  
information we learn should lead to formation. That means the information is meant to take root 
in our hearts and help reshape us into followers of Christ. Learning for formation helps us  
understand right from wrong, seek purpose and meaning, and look for how God is at work in our 
lives. Learning this way allows the information we gather to form our thinking and acting. While 
this is an important step in the journey of faith, it's not the final one. The ultimate goal of learning 
is transformation.  As the information forms us, we are changed from who we were to who God 
wants us to be. Paul says in Romans, "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-what is good and  
acceptable and perfect." Through our learning, we are transformed as we grow from knowing 
about God to knowing and being known by God. 
 
Let’s keep our kids in our prayers this fall as they go about the task of learning but let’s also  
challenge ourselves to be the best students we can be! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders—Passing the Torch 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 
 When we enter into a new fiscal year, some of the leadership and committee members of the 

church change.  Ferris Wharton served  as a Lay Leader with Betsy Diemer and then with Sharon Owens when 
Betsy completed her term. Ferris has competed his term, and Anne Murray is now beginning hers to serve with  
Sharon. The people of Aldersgate thank Ferris for his dedication, his thoughtful Lay Leader articles and his  
service to the church. We cannot see you in person or shake your hand and say thank you, but Ferrris, consider 
yourself the recipient of many handshakes and words of appreciation. 

 

Words from our newest Lay Leader, Anne Murray: 
I am pleased to become a Lay Leader at Aldersgate and serve alongside Sharon Owens. My husband 

Dan and family came to Aldersgate 30 plus years ago! I usually attend the 11:00 service but enjoy the Journey 
service as well. I'm involved in Reconciling Ministries, Family Promise, and am one of the Emmanuel Dining 
Room coordinators. I serve on our United Methodist Women Board promoting social justice issues. I'm retired 
after 30 years of being a nurse educator and also retired several years ago from 8 years as the Faith  
Community nurse at Aldersgate. I'm enjoying retirement and look forward to serving as Lay Leader for  
Aldersgate.   

 

 

 

 

 

It is once again time to join with our brothers and sisters at St. Mary Magdalen for our annual food drive. With so many 
having lost their jobs, the need is greater than ever! 

Because of COVID-19, Aldersgate will be collecting financial donations rather than non-perishable food items.  We believe 
providing a financial gift will be much safer for you; it will also protect the volunteers from risks associated with collecting, 
organizing, and delivering food items. 

By receiving financial donations, the food closets will be able to purchase what they need.  It is our hope to help provide 
support to various food pantries in the Wilmington area including Brandywine Community United Methodist Church, 
Neighborhood House, St. Helena’s, St. Patrick’s and Ezion-Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church Food Pantry.   

Please make checks payable to Aldersgate U.M.C. and mail them to 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803.  
Make sure you write “Harvest Food” in the memo line. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help provide emergency food to families in need throughout New Castle 
County and to “. . . live out Christ’s teachings as we meet the needs of our local . . . community!” 

Please join with your “Go” Team and our neighbors at St. Mary Magdalen in this especially important mission. 

Harvest Food Collection – Sunday, October 4 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org


Share the Journey   3 September 2020 

 

 

Finance Update  

 

 

Where does my money go?  As a parent of two college students, I ask that all the time and the answer 
is sometimes hard to figure out.  However, when it comes to giving to Aldersgate it’s much easier to 
answer. 

When you give to our church there are three main areas that your generosity benefits- outreach, our building, and 
staff.  Let’s take a look at each of these a bit closer: 

Outreach: In our budget, we regularly give to 18 different organizations.  These missions are local, national, and  

international benefiting all ages, races, and nationalities.  Your giving helps these wonderful teams to make a difference in 
our community, country, and world. 

Aldersgate the building: Just like any building or home our church building will always have expenses.  This holy 

and sacred site is so special to all of us.  Our Trustees do a fantastic job of being smart with our spending while properly  
prioritizing projects and work that needs to be done. 

Staff: Nobody with a good heart joins ministry or works for a church to get rich.  Our staff is incredibly talented at what 

they do and Aldersgate makes sure that we compensate them both fairly and competitively.  The SPRC team ensures that 
our staff is paid accurately for the wonderful talents each staff member brings to our congregation and community. 

Our budget is very detailed and has many, many line items.  This can get a bit overwhelming when looking at page after 
page.  But if we focus on why we give and where it is going it is easier to remember the three areas listed above.  By giving 
to Aldersgate your generous contribution supports this budget and helps glorify Him. 

On behalf of your Aldersgate Finance Team, I thank you for your generous giving and support.  It is appreciated immensely 
and makes a tremendous difference. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Taber Smith 

Garden Update! 
 

The Aldersgate Community Garden has been producing lots of vegetables!   Over the 
summer, we have brought kale, peas, tomatoes, cucumbers, cabbage and cauliflower 
to various food banks in the area.  Most recently we have partnered with the  
Lutheran Church of the Good Shephard on Foulk Road.  They also have a community 
garden and we have brought our vegetables to them to forward to local resources.    

Our summer crops are winding down and we will be planting some fall vegetables 
soon.  The COVID pandemic has hit our community hard and many families are  
struggling and experiencing a food desert.  Here is a chance to make a tangible  
difference in people’s lives by providing fresh produce for those who may not  
otherwise have access to such foods. 

We welcome help in maintaining the garden!  If you would like to help these efforts, please text, call or email Jennifer 
and Ray Pendley at 302-723-2164 jennifershroffpendley@gmail.com.   You can “adopt a bed” or just help out in any way 
you would like! 

 

 

mailto:jennifershroffpendley@gmail.com
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Start Planning 

Now to …………… 

To know your voting options in Dealware for the 2020 November 3rd election, visit 

https://elections.delaware.gov/index.shtml . 

In Pennsylvania:  

https://www.dos.pa.gov/VotingElections/Pages/default.aspx  

August 18 marked the 100th anniversary of the passing of the 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote. In  
August 1920 Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the amendment, and on August 26, the 19th Amendment was 
certified to become part of the U.S. Constitution.  

United Methodist Women honors and celebrates the women's suffrage movement and all those who fought for a  
woman’s right to vote. Yet we also acknowledge that women of color did not benefit from this right for years to come. 

Voting Rights Act 
It wasn’t until the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed under President Lyndon B. Johnson that real efforts were made to 
overcome the barriers that prevented African-Americans, Native Americans, Hispanic and other citizens of color from  
exercising their right to vote.  

While in 1870 the 15th Amendment did grant African-American men – and only men – the right to vote, Southern states 
soon adopted a number of laws that made it  difficult for African-Americans to vote. It wasn’t until the Voting Rights Act 
passed almost 100 years later that voting was to be accessible for all.  

Yet voter registration and voter ID laws, which especially affect people of color, continue to disenfranchise parts of the 
population. Other barriers to voting include polling places that are hard to access or are few and far between in areas 
with minority populations.  

General Conference Legislation 

The history of voting rights in the United States, as our General Conference legislation says, has been fraught with  
practices of violence, intimidation and disenfranchisement of people of color. The board of directors has called United 
Methodist Women members to take action against racism. 

United Methodist Women has worked tirelessly to secure the right to vote for women and minorities. Our  
foremothers Anna Howard Shaw and Frances Willard were just some of the United Methodist Women leaders who 
fought for equal voting rights for all. 

Let us continue the work of our foremothers and keep advocating for fair and equal voting rights for all. And let us not 
take for granted the women’s vote that was bravely fought for by suffragettes of the past.  

To help you navigate your faith and values as you prepare to vote, United Methodist Women has endorsed Democracy, 
Values and the 2020 Election: A Reflection Guide by Faith in Public Life and Interfaith Power and Light. Get your copy at  
unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 Your Vote Counts...Remembering the fight to obtain the right for all to Vote (from United  

Methodist Women website)  

https://elections.delaware.gov/index.shtml
https://www.dos.pa.gov/VotingElections/Pages/default.aspx
unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Young Adult Ministry: Have you ever wondered what to do at church after graduating high school? Well, starting 
this Fall Aldersgate UMC will have our very own Young Adult Ministry! We are currently doing game night over Zoom 
every Tuesday from 8-9 p.m. In September we will be kicking off our official ministry called “Amplified.” We are all 
very excited for this opportunity. If you are in the age range of 18-25 years, this ministry is for you! Please  
follow the social media accounts @aldersgatedeyoungadults on Instagram and Aldersgate DE Young Adult Ministries 
on Facebook to stay connected and updated on events, activities and weekly happenings. Please also 
email emily.green@aldersgatede.org if you would like to be added to our group. 

Impact: Youth ages 6th grade through 12th grade are invited to join us for Impact every Sunday from 7-8 p.m. 

while we are on Zoom and every Sunday from 6:30-8 p.m. when we meet in person. Impact is the name of our youth 
group and it is a time to hangout with friends and meet new ones, play games, have great discussion, and learn about 
God. Impact is a safe space to grow and share our faith. We hope to see you there! 

Impact Kickbacks: Introducing a new addition to our student ministry here at Aldersgate- Impact Kickbacks! This 

is purely a time of fellowship for 6th-12th grade so that we can deepen our relationships with each other and have a 
great time playing games and eating snacks. While we meet online Impact Kickbacks will occur every  
Wednesday from 6-7 p.m. while on Zoom. When we meet in person they will occur on the second and fourth  
Wednesdays of the month from 6-7:30 p.m. We hope to see you there! 

Youth Ministry Schedule: Please keep an eye out for the official Fall Schedule for the Student Ministry so that 

you can keep up with our fun activities, events, and weekly happenings. This ministry is crafted specifically for our 6th
-12th graders and we hope that they enjoy our Fall Program! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph and Holly VanSuch  Sept 3  42 years 

Robert and Eileen Emrich  Sept 4  67 years 

Andrew and Elizabeth Downing  Sept 6  12 years 

Terry and Melissa Romano  Sept 10  9 years 

Brian and Carolyn Estebez  Sept 13  7 years 

Albert and Patricia Koenig  Sept 13  62 years 

Richmond and Linda Williams  Sept 13  34 years 

Jacob and Sharon Ungerer  Sept 14  1 year 

David and Julie Harrington  Sept 17  15 years 

Louralea and  Nelson Meredith  Sept 17 60 years 

Peter and Janet Atwater  Sept 25  27 years 

Eric and Catherine Goodman  Sept 27  23 years 

Ron and Christine Lassiter  Sept 27  12 years 

Bob and Linda Pyle  Sept 28  52 years 

Benjamin and Valerie Rawding  Sept 28  1 year 

Ryan and Rebecca Gorsuch  Sept 29  2 years 

  

  Sharon Reitz       February 29, 2020 

  Robert Bodwell       July 23, 2020 

  Louralea Meredith  August 8, 2020 

  Linda Miller      August 8, 2020 
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Everyone is invited to the Aldersgate United Methodist Women’s Fall General Meeting. Our speaker will be Alison  
Windle, Executive Director, Neighborhood House. Allison will discuss the current happenings of Neighborhood House 
and services being offered during the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s Fall meeting will be held through a Zoom video 
conference call. Links to the meeting on September 28:  
 
https://zoom.us/j/4099767506?pwd=Nk9KSHVnUmh3dVZZZmtFMEp6MEcrZz09 

Meeting ID: 409 976 7506 
Passcode: Aldersgate 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,4099767506#,,,,,,0#,,7212905994# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,4099767506#,,,,,,0#,,7212905994# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 409 976 7506 
Passcode: 7212905994 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/afxsLNG7S 

As a Fall service program we are asking that monetary donations be made to Neighborhood House. Donations can be 
made through the Neighborhood House web site www.Neighborhoodhse.org or by mail to: 

Neighborhood House Inc. 
1218 B Street 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

 

Pecans and Chocolate  
A global pandemic cannot stop the tradition of Aldersgate UMW selling pecans again this Fall. All sales 
will be done by preorder only.  Details for ordering will be available soon.  New this year: we will also be 
selling chocolate.  

 

Save the Date 
Managing Emotions in Anxious Times - Spiritual 
Growth Virtual Retreat -Saturday, September 
19 at 9 a.m.  Sponsored by the UMW Pen-Del  
Conference. More information coming soon.  

 

 
 

United Methodist Women Virtual Fall General Meeting  
Monday, September 28th at 7 p.m. via Zoom 

Program: Neighborhood House 

https://zoom.us/j/4099767506?pwd=Nk9KSHVnUmh3dVZZZmtFMEp6MEcrZz09
https://zoom.us/u/afxsLNG7S
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Survey : A Return to In-Person Worship  - Let us Know Your Thoughts 

1.How likely would you be to return to in-person worship services in the immediate future?   

                                            1                               2                                     3                                  4                                   5 

Not at all Likely         Extremely Likely 

2. What factors will you personally consider before returning 

to in-person worship services? Check all that apply.  

       The number of Covid cases nationally  
      
        The number of Covid cases locally  

        A vaccine is available  

        Aldersgate's safety protocols  

        Other:  

3. Which service are you more likely to attend when you return 

to in-person worship?   

   Traditional Worship Service  

   The Journey Service  

   Other:  

4. What questions, comments, or suggestions would you like the lead team and trustees to address in their discussions regarding a 
return to in-person worship?  

Your Answer: 

Name (optional) : 

 

 

The trustees and the lead team have been engaging in ongoing discussion regarding when and how our  

Aldersgate family can safely return to worshipping in person. We would like to ask for your input.  

You can click on the following link and complete the survey online or complete the survey below and mail it to  

Aldersgate Church (2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803).  We appreciate your input. Please participate in 

the survey by Sunday, September 13. 

 

           Click here for online survey:  Return to In-Person Worship Survey  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfj2WaMwhNPiQefJdSmrjAqFfgvY9a9k-wbigAVBqP_Gg_0JA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message 2 

Harvest  Food Festival 2 

Finance Update 3 

Garden Update 3 

Vote and 100 Years 4 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 5 

Life Celebrations 5 

United Methodist Women 6 

Return to In-Person Worship Survey 7 

 

Temporary Worship Schedule 
Streaming online on Sundays at  

11 a.m. 
 

You can find the live stream   
https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

 

Or YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  
  

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

