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Dear Aldersgate Family 
It seems like it was only yesterday when you could hear the last school bell ring letting you know 
that summer had officially begun. You trade in your backpacks full of books for suitcases full of               
swimsuits and sunglasses. The sun’s been out and the weather has been hot, even if it was for a 
short while. VBS and summer vacations have come and gone. But we’ve reached the time of 
year where it starts getting dark earlier, the leaves will start changing colors and the heat will 
turn into cool, crisp air. And all this can only mean one thing: school is back in session. Many of 
the young people are already back in classes, while some will start in the coming days. Moms 
and dads may be done with school, but the thought of sending a child off to their first day of 
middle school, high school, or even college can be very frightening. Schools today are a                     
battleground of sin and temptation. Will they remember everything we’ve taught them about 
friends, relationships, etc.? 

Message to the kids/teens: This is a new year. A time to start fresh and start over. It’s easy to 
get sucked into all the temptation that can be found on a college or high school campus.                               
Remember who you are. Remember that you wear the name of Christ proudly. Paul wrote in      
1 Cor. 11:1 to “imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” Remember that our attitude and our                    
personality should always imitate Christ’s attitude. There will be times where it will be hard to 
do the right thing and you’ll find yourselves between a rock and a hard place, but just remember 
“if God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31). Remember that you have a family of        
Christians that are here for you whenever you need them. If, and when, that moment comes, 
don’t be afraid to admit you need help. 

Message to the parents: It’s impossible to know everything that goes on while your child is at 
school. The best thing you can do is give them a daily reminder of the Lord they serve. Pray with 
your children each morning before school. Read scriptures with them about temptations and 
how to overcome them. Write a scripture on a piece of paper or a napkin and put it in their 
lunch. If their mind is constantly on the Lord, guess who will be on their mind when a problem 
arises. 

Message to the congregation: It is not just the parent’s responsibility to raise these children in 
the “training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). As a flock of God’s people we are to look 
after each other. We are to all set an example in “word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). Let us all take the responsibility to make sure that everyone continues to 
grow spiritually. It takes a village to raise a child. Whether you want to admit it or not, every 
child in this congregation is your own. Remember what it was like to be young? Do whatever you 
can to help these students succeed. 

    Blessings to our students and to everyone! 

Pastor Chris 
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For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them. Matthew 18:20 NIV 

Many hands have made the Room 236 renovation possible this summer. The project started in early June 

with the removal of the old wood paneling, fluorescent lighting, and mauve carpet. The “comfy couches” were 

donated to the student ministry center and the TV cart was moved to classroom 132.   

Next, new drywall was installed, electrical wiring updated, recessed lighting installed, and new carpet           

ordered. A fresh coat of paint was applied to the ceiling and walls and wood trim was stained to tie the room 

together.  

The final phase includes delivery of new furniture, installation of a new wall-mounted TV, whiteboard, and wall 

art. The room will be ready for Rally Day!  

THANK YOU to everyone for their hours of service and donations for this project.   

David Benfer, Chris Burket, Preston Cooper, Bill Culliton, Pat Culliton, Jim Delaney, Joe Deutsch, Doug              

DeVoll, Brian Erskine, Juliette Erskine, Karen Erskine, Olivia Erskine, Carolyn Fleckenstein, Luke               

Fresconi, Generation Go Sunday School Class, Eric Goodman, Ned Landis, Finley Lefebvre, Kristin Lefebvre, 

Payton Lefebvre, Royal Lowthert, Brian Merritt, Chase Merritt, Cheryl Merritt, Tyler Merritt, Darrell Patterson, 

John Prince, Joanne Smeltz, Gregg Xenakes, Nickole Xenakes & Anonymous donors.   

We pray that this 
space provides a 

place of peace, study, 
healing, and                         

fellowship for all who 
gather in the name of 

Christ.     

The Challenge: Do you see something around the church that you’d like to see improved? If 

so, gather some of your hardworking pals who are generous with their time and talents and 

talk to a trustee about taking on a project. Those unable to contribute with hands-on               

assistance, may help with some of the funding! You’ll never know if you don’t ask... 
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The Psychology of Hate 
by Rev. Constance Hastings, MSCC, NCC 

Daybreak Counseling Services 
 

“Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister who they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen.”  I John 4:20 (NRSV) 
 
 It has been a summer when hate has burned as hot as the sun during 
multiple heat waves. Orlando, Minneapolis, Baton Rouge, Dallas: each word is 
enough to bring to mind death and destruction at the hands of another.  Wil-
mington continues its lists of shootings and homicides, and its youth have died 
as rival gangs act as assassins. Homophobia, racial prejudice, homegrown terrorism and the desire for control of 
the town have been the big issues at the center of these deadly actions, but none of this can happen if those  
involved don’t first learn how to hate. 
 There is a psychology of hate that is based in primitive survival strategies. Separating friend from foe was 
essential for safety and self-defense. So blame is assigned to “the other”, the Enemy, those whom we  attribute 
bad things. The victim resists the villain, and the mind is stuck in that perspective. Allowing another point of view 
based in compassion is rejected. 
 Hate then finds action in either separating one from those who are attributed the cause of pain and evil, 
or its expression is found in eliminating those seen as the source of what is hurtful. It quickly becomes a flight or 
fight mentality, and in its extremist forms, kill or be killed. 
 To maintain hate, positive attachments or perspectives to the enemy must be suppressed. Strangely, 
persons at this point find a kind of clear thinking and stronger sense of will power, even what is felt as a sense of 
peace. In that detachment, anything is permissible, and evil finds its expression. 
 Even so, our world does not have to be this way. Jesus Christ said not only to love our neighbor but also 
to love our enemy. Love means a willingness to be in relationship with others whom we have been taught to fear 
and assigned a distance based in fallacy. And when we know one another and especially can find common 
ground in faith and desire for peace, one person by one person is changed. It empowers each to speak truth in 
love and to speak truth to power to each other and in those societal systems that support hate. 
 Strongly suggested reading is Fear of the Other by retired United Methodist Bishop William Willimon. It is 
an all too timely call to love the Other even as we sometimes know God as Other. 
 

Daybreak Counseling Services is a nonprofit clinical pastoral counseling agency that not only addresses the  
presenting issue or problem but also allows for the inclusion of spirituality within sessions. It is supported through 

payments determined on a sliding scale basis, private grants, and individual donations. Rev. Constance                   
Hastings, a nationally certified counselor and United Methodist deacon, sees clients at                                                       
St. Paul’s and Atonement United Methodist Churches with both day and evening hours. 

Call 302-745-1042 for information or to make an appointment. 

A Prayer of Confession 
 

Holy One, we remember that we come from dust and it is to dust we shall return. For our fleeting moments 

of life we create hardship and resistance, swell in pride and desire, stir negativity and envy. These are not 

Your ways, but ours. Create in us clean hearts and open minds, we pray. We wish to be more like You. Amen. 
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AARP Meeting Reminder:  

September meeting, Wednesday,                             
September 28 at 1 p.m. in                        
Aldersgate’s Auditorium.  

For additional information please 
call Joan at 302-478-0693. 

United Methodist Women 

Fall Potluck Dinner—Monday, September 26 at 6 p.m.  

Dr. Leslie Brower and Chelle Roberts will present about Zoe 
Ministries—Nurturing Life Out of Hard Places (Human Tracking 
Survivors Program)  

All women are invited. Sign up for this evening of food and 
fellowship with a Circle Leader or after Worship on September 
18 and September 25. Please bring a main dish, side dish or 
salad to serve 6-8. Beverages and dessert will be provided. A 
love offering for Zoe Ministries will be collected.  

UMW Bible Study—Wednesday, October 26 at 9 a.m. The  
presenter will be Phyllis Petry author of "Our Awesome 
God".  She will be sharing her writings that are inspired by 
Bible verses.   

Pecan Sale—UMW will be selling pecans again this fall. Pecans 
come fresh from the grower in halves and pieces and will be                  
available in early November. Price will not be set until harvest, 
but historically they have been $11 a pound. Orders may be 
placed with circle leaders or with Laura Parrish                                   
(302-477-1718).  

UMW Cookie Walk—Saturday. December 10. 

From the Aldersgate Caring for Creation Team                                                                                                                                                
By Becki Hayman, Caring for Creation Team Member 

 
Leaf Season 2016 is quickly approaching and here are some earth friendly thoughts on how to 
tackle the task this year. 
 
Choosing to rake your leaves? Your yard will look well groomed AND provides you with great 
exercise. Select earth friendly yard waste bags and you’re good to go! 
 

 Think of leaves as FREE Mulch! Blow or rake leaves around bare 
ground areas (bases of trees and shrubs, cleared beds/gardens). 
As they break down they’ll enrich the soil for spring planting. 

 Mow them right along with your grass. Leaves chop up nicely and 
go right along with grass clippings to help feed and protect your 
lawn for the winter. Think of it as FREE food for your yard AND you 
don’t have to pay for yard waste bags! That’s a real win-win! 

 
You may get really carried away with earth friendly leaf removal, but don’t forget to save 
some for fall decorations and crafts!  

 

Do you know how to google? Get creative and search “earth friendly fall leaf clean up” or “Eco 
Friendly Fall Yard Tips” you’ll find plenty of fun tips to keep your yard happy and healthy for the fall 
season. 

 

 
“Wait!!!“ 

Don’t leaf me 
now!!!!” 

Aldersgate’s Softball Team Rocks!                           
By Chris Ruggiero 

The Aldersgate softball team completed another fine 
season with a 7-3 record. In the playoffs they went           
2-2. The season was filled with some exciting games 
and fun fellowship. 

This season coach Chris Ruggiero announced before 
the season started that he wanted to raise money for 
the American Heart Association in honor of former 
teammate Jeff Manns. He hoped people would pledge 
to donate based upon the number of runs scored this 
season. That final number was 200, which averages 
over 14 runs per game for the season!!! 

If you wish to contribute, please either send your 
check to the church (Aldersgate UMC, Attn.                  
Treasurer, 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803) 
or put it in the collection on any Sunday in September. 
Please make your check out to Aldersgate UMC with 

the memo Heart Association so one 
check will be given to the AHA. We 
will send in the check from                       
Aldersgate at the end of September. 
Thank you again for your support. 
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Greetings from Your Finance Committee Chair                                                                                                                                            

By Dorothy Whiteman, Finance Committee Chair  

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer months, which usually provides us extra time to enjoy our 
families and spend more time away from the hustle of the school and work year.  
 
I’ll get right to the numbers. Our contributions are concerning, even for being in the heat of the  

summer. Our contributions through July are $67,800 behind last year, which is a decrease of 15%. Going back five years, our                
average contributions through July were $449,900, this year we have only reached $385,800. Unfortunately our budget through 
July had estimated contributions to be $470,700, so we are $85,000, or 18%, behind that target. 
  
The finance team has begun analyzing some of the trends in these numbers, and we can share a few facts. Our members who          
support the church with the highest level of financial contributions tend to be our older members, with a big shout out to our    
octogenarians! Thank you to all of those, young and old, who pledge and contribute financially to keep this wonderful place active 
and running. We truly appreciate all of the gifts of time, talent and service provided as well. The simple fact is that we can only  
provide our worship services, support our youth and community and maintain our building with financial support from all of our 
members. So if you haven’t ever pledged, and want to begin to do so, please reach out to John Prince at 
john.prince@aldersgatede.org. You can begin at any time, and you can even try our direct debit and online giving options. For the 
cost of your morning coffee, you can help our church immensely.  
 
Total expenses YTD are $636,800, which is $78,000 ahead of last year and $33,500 below budget. Our teams have been managing 
expenses well, with Trustees $25,000 under budget. While this is good news from an overall financial perspective, it means that 
we’ve had to pull back on expenses that were planned and cut back on some improvements to our building and support of our  
programs. 
 
Our year to date net loss is ($43,200), down $60,300 from last year, when we were running a surplus. We are $71,800 behind our 
budgeted income amount YTD. For an additional view of the numbers, it is helpful to compare our results for the current year to 
the same period of the prior year. Below is a chart which includes our income and expenses for this year and last ending July 31. 
 

  

As we watch our Olympians rack up the gold medals, let’s take pride in our country, our community and continue the mission and 

ministry of Aldersgate, a significant place where disciples are made. 

Aldersgate: Open Hearts—Open Minds—Open Doors 

Rummage Sale Scheduled Pickups Resume                                                                                                                               

Saturday, September 10 at 9 a.m. 

 

 

If you, a neighbor or family member are downsizing or cleaning out Rummage Sale worthy items, please        

remember our one-time-a year sale! As of September 10, we’re back in the business of gathering items for the 2017 Rummage 

Sale. Alternative solutions to our storage problem are underway as you can see by the new store room in the area of the Rainbow 

Room. Watch for more changes to allow for storage on the church property of items collected. To get on the schedule for the             

September 10 pickup or if you have a need for a special pickup sooner, please reach out to Chris Burket to make arrangements. 

Chris’ contact information is 609-504-3107 or cburket@gmail.com 

Rummage Sale 2017 

Saturday, April 22 @ 8 am 

mailto:john.prince@aldersgatede.org
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
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Do you have a serving heart to teach our Sunday 
School children? 

Contact Sharon Jennelly at 302-478-2575 ext. 118 or                
Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org. regarding a NEW             
TEACHING OPPORTUNITY! Kindergarten/First Grade classes.  

We are all set with teachers for the other classes now. 

We will start up our Sunday school classes on Sunday,            
September 18 from 10 to 10:50 a.m. 

No Sunday School on: 

 October 16 as we celebrate Aldersgate’s 65th Anniversary at 10 a.m. with a 
Unified Service followed by lunch  

 December 25 (Christmas) 

 January 1 (New Years Day) 

 April 16 (Easter)  

 The last class will be May 21 with Family Service 
Project on May 28   

Update on Safe Sanctuary Training & Lunch  

EVERYONE who works with our children and youth (Sunday School Teachers, 
Vacation Bible School Volunteers, Play Volunteers, Impact Volunteers, Mission 
Trip…) needs to attend one of the two training options for our Safe Sanctuary  
covenant. Those dates are: 

 Sunday, September 18, Noon to 1 p.m., Fellowship Hall or 

 Sunday, September 25, Noon to 1p.m., Fellowship Hall 

We will review our policies and procedures for Safe Sanctuaries, bullying,                
background checks, attendance, signing in/out, fire drill, etc. and food will be 
provided for those who RSVP!  

By Thursday, September 15, please RSVP by contacting either: 

 Sharon Jennelly, sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or  

 Adam West adam.west@aldersgatede.org or  

 Signing up in the HUB  

You may also call (302)478-2575 to RSVP, ask questions or if you are unable to 
attend either of the two training sessions. 

 Hugging 

 

Perfect cure for whatever ails you 

No moveable parts 

No batteries to wear out 

No periodic checkups 

No energy consumption 

High energy yield 

Inflation proof 

No monthly payments 

No insurance requirements 

Theft proof 

Non-taxable 

Non-polluting 

 

And of course: Fully returnable 

 

Hugging is healthy 

Releives tension 

Combats depression 

Reduces stress 

Improves blood circulation 

It’s invigorating 

It’s rejuvenation 

It elevates self esteem 

It generates good will 

It has no unpleasant side effects 

 

It is nothing less than a  

Miracle drug! 

 

 - Anonymous 

- Submitted by Betty Moore 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:adam.west@aldersgatede.org
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years.  While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all.  Congratulations!   
 

September 2 George & Joan Owens  55 years 

September 4 Bob & Eileen Emrich  63 years 

September 7 Al & Betty Moore   58 years 

September 11 Clair & Evelyn Frank  62 years 

September 13 Al & Pat Koenig   58 years 

September 13 Rich & Linda Williams  30 years 

September 15 Dan & Phyllis Eisenhardt  65 years 

September 17 Nelson & LouraLea Meredith 56 years 

September 20 John & Nancy Czachorowski 30 years 

September 26 Bob & Susan Young  35 years  

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Betty Moore 
(302-478-2575 ext. 117) or betty.moore@aldersgatede.org.                                                                   

All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

        June 23     Nancy Monack 

        July 21      Rose Waterman 

Baptized on July 31       

Chloe Elizabeth Chagnard, daughter of                
Christopher & Lauren Chagnard 

Brantley Michael Vacca, son of                                    
Kaitlyn Marie Vacca 

For only $5 You Can Support Neighborhood House & 

Receive a 25% Off Shopping Pass at Boscov’s 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Judy Morton to get your Shopping Pass –                       

302-425-5222 or judymorton1@gmail.com 

United Methodist Men Kickoffs Season                                    
By John Harvey                                                                     

Tuesday, September 20 at 11:45 a.m.                                  
In Fellowship Hall                                                         

Speaker To Emphasize "Family Memories" 

An interesting and inspiring program is promised 
when the Aldersgate UM Men meet for their luncheon & speaker 
event on Tuesday, September 20, in Fellowship Hall. Men and 
guests should arrive by 11:45 a.m. 

The speaker is Karen Williams, who teaches the course, 
"Yesterday and Tomorrow," at the Lifelong Learning Institute 
here in Wilmington. She encourages her students to chronical 
"magic moments" of family history for our grandchildren.   

In a nutshell, by chronicling memorable moments, we can leave a 
treasure for our descendants. Right now is the right time to get it 
done!  

The speaker has a post graduate degree in art history studies 
from Oberlin College. She served as a social worker for the  
American Red Cross in military hospitals in the U.S. and Japan, 
and as executive director of two Delaware agencies working with 
troubled children and families.  

Make reservations now and select the kind of sub sandwich you 
prefer --ham, roast beef, Italian or turkey. Orders should be in by 
Sunday, September 18. Leave your sandwich order in the Hub, 
respond to the One Call invitation or email 
UMM@aldersgatede.org. Bob Hawkins is the president this year.  

The statement "Say it with      
Flowers" is a wonderful way to 
remember, congratulate or 
thank a friend or loved one.                           

Contact Carolyn Fleckenstein at                
302-478-4633 to place flowers 
on the altar. The cost is $45.  

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
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Greetings from the Children & Youth Music Leadership Team! 
 
We are looking forward to another exciting year of music ministry! We have 
three (3) choirs that span the ages from our youngest children to our Junior 

and Senior High School youth. During the year, the choirs will have opportunities to sing in the worship 
services, including our 65th Anniversary Celebration in October, the Christmas Eve Family Service, and 
Mother’s Day.   
 
Join us on Sunday, September 18th for the official kick-off! The directors will be there to greet 
you, and welcome everyone to the new choir season.   
 
The Children’s Choir (Ages 3–Kindergarten) will practice on Sundays from 10:45 to 11 a.m. in the            
3-4’s classroom.  
Director: Kim Provo—email is kimwichinc@yahoo.com   
 
The Junior Choir (Grades 1–5) will rehearse on Sunday mornings in the Music Center during the     
Message/Sermon of the Journey service from approximately 9:15 to 9:45 a.m. From January – March 
they will take a break from singing and focus on playing the Hand Chimes.  
Director:  J.E. Hamer-Maansson—email is catchpsu@gmail.com 
 
Vocal Impact (Grades 6–12) will rehearse on Sundays from 11 to 11:45 a.m. in the Music Center.  Vocal 
Impact will sing regularly in the worship services and will have the opportunity to sing, worship and      
perform outreach during the year. 
Director: Diane Shea—email is sheadb@gmail.com 
 
All three (3) choirs will have a kick-off/first rehearsal on Sunday, September 18th at their scheduled 
times and locations. 
    
ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH ARE WELCOME, NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
 
COMING SOON:  Auditions for our annual Aldersgate Youth Musical will be in late November/early 
December. The show this year will be ’Mulan JR.’. Rehearsals will begin early in January 2017 and                     
performances will be March 3-5, 2017. More details to follow! 
 
 

A Note From Pastor Don 

Dear Church family, 

I have been planning a new book study coming this fall. Its a book titled Everybody's Normal Till You Get to Know Them. It is 
written by the Rev. John Ortberg who has written a number of books over the last 20 years. We are tentatively planning a Thursday 
Study perhaps morning or early afternoon. 

One another point-- if you or a loved one is hospitalized please call the church office (302-478-2575) or Pastor Don                            

(302-562-4711). I would very much like to bring a Spiritual healing to you if you are in the hospital. Blessings, Pastor Don 
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Sunday,  

September 

11@ 10 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Bring a dish to share (side or dessert please)  

The church will provide the main dish, drinks & paper products.   
See you on the grass near the glass doors, following the service!  

Will YOU ride the Giant Inflatable Dual Slide??? 
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GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

Time has marched on and summer has gone in what seems to 
be a blink of the eye. This summer seems to have flown by 
compared to others.  

The Student Ministry had a productive and good summer. We 
helped in VBS, took a trip to Hershey Park, and then served in 
the Bahamas on a mission trip. Thank you all for your support 
of the youth ministry at Aldersgate! Your prayers made a 
huge difference in the Bahamas.  

We’ve scheduled our mission trip for 2017 and it’s open to all 
church members to attend. We’ll be serving in Boston, MA 
July 15 to 21. There are many things to work out in the              
coming months, but if you’re interested in serving with us 
please let me know! These mission trips are often life-
changing for students and their families.  

The arrival of September means that the Student Ministry is 
about to get really active! I’m in need of some extra                    
volunteers to help out with Impact on Sunday nights from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm. If you’d love to hang out with our students 
or simply provide a meal one night we’d love to have you join 
us.  

The Student Ministry serves students in grades 6 through 12. 
On Sunday mornings, we have a middle school and high 
school class. Sunday night Impact tends to be more laid back.  

Our confirmation program begins in the fall every year.               
Confirmation is open to students in grades 7 and above. 
There will be a retreat for the confirmands at Camp 
Pecometh in October and confirmation Sunday will be                
celebrated on Pentecost (the birthday of the church). If you 
have questions about the confirmation process I’d love to go 
over them with you.  

adam.west@aldersgatede.org  

   

  Adam West  

Going Green Reminder       

To change your newsletter distribution method or be dropped 

from distribution, paper or electronic, please call the church              

office at 302-478-2575 or email                                                                   

messenger@aldersgatede.org. 

The Most Important Thing? 

At this time of year, students are freshly back in the classrooms, 
learning the things that will help them develop into the          
policy-makers, the voters, the parents, of the future. Some of 
our precious children are off to college, leaving us – their      
families and support group – behind. What could be more     
important to us than saying at least one prayer for them? Or 
even better, to keep on praying? Below we have two prayers 
that may fit the bill and we hope you will try out one or both. 

Thanks for coming to the Back to School SUP. The folks at Urban 
Promise sincerely appreciated our school supply donation!  The 
next SUP, on Wednesday, September 28, will help kick off the        
Harvest Food Festival. Please join us in the auditorium! 

We’re also looking forward to Rally Day! Sunday, September 11 
at 10 a.m. when we will celebrate new members and kick off 
the Fall schedule of classes and activities. 

Please remember, we want to support you in your Christian 
walk. If you have special prayer concerns, you can share them 
on the pew cards during worship at all services, or send a     
message to Pastor Don or one of us. 

Prayer for Back to School 

Lord, vacation is over. As our students enter another school 
year, we pray for their teachers and ask you to bless them    
beyond measure. We thank you for their love, wisdom, and 
generosity. Help our beloved children to be good students, to 
learn eagerly, to listen carefully, to help willingly, and to love 
unconditionally. We set this year before you and ask you to 
hold all your children in your hands. Keep these students safe 
from harm. Give them hearts and minds to hold what you have 
for them to learn this year. Amen. 

Prayer for Children Away from Home 

O Lord, You know how I worry; Thank you for sustaining me. 

Thank you for the blessing of this child. Give me the grace to let 
him go out on his own, trusting him to make his own decisions 
and to learn from his mistakes as I learned from mine. Help him 
apply himself to his learning, maintain his curiosity, and find 
new friendships. And Lord, help him remember that he is loved. 
Amen. 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

Divorce Care will resume on                                                  

Wednesday, September 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:adam.west@aldersgatede.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Betty Aldrich Recognized for Her Service 
 
Betty Aldrich a longtime member of AUMC, was recognized by 
Dr. Mark Holodick, the Superintendent of the Brandywine 
School District, at the June 20, 2016 Board of Education 
meeting. For the past nineteen years Betty has served as the 
Site Leader for Read Aloud Delaware beginning in the Early 
Childhood classes at PS DuPont and for the last nine years at 
the Bush School.  
 
In 1998 at the time of her retirement from Astra Zeneca, she 
was invited to a meeting to learn about Read Aloud Delaware. 
All of the attendees were Astra Zeneca employees; while they 
were interested in the program which increases literacy by 
reading to individual preschoolers on a weekly basis, none felt 
they had the time to coordinate the effort which requires 
countless hours of record keeping as well as choosing and   
rotating the books to be read. As a very recent AZ retiree, 
Betty took up the challenge and has served early learners in 
the Brandywine School District for the last 19 years. As the 
need for volunteer readers increased, Betty often tapped 
members of our Aldersgate family to give reading a try,              
bringing equal joy to the children and the readers. Although 
she will pass on her leadership role, Betty’s happy voice will 
still be heard in the halls of the Bush School as she shares a 
book with a fortunate little person.   

Annual Hayride and Bonfire 

Sunday, OCTOBER 2nd   

   Wagons leave at 4 p.m. & 5 p.m.  

Meet at the Bellevue State Park Barn for a hayride  

followed by a bonfire with hot dogs, juice and s’mores! 

   

RSVP to sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or sign up in 

binder in the HUB by September 25 

$10 per family 

To Those Who Have Been Given Much 

The Olympics are an amazing event that is full of wonderful 
stories of overcoming people, sacrifice and love. One story I 
heard recently was about an athlete from Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA, named Brenda Martinez, who is competing in a number of 

track competitions. She comes from a working class family and 
in the interview with her and NPR she explained how hard her 
parents worked to find the money for her training. Her mother 
sold homemade tamales and her father took on additional 
home improvement side jobs to raise the necessary funds.   
 
Through their sacrifice and hard work and Brenda’s hard work 
she was able to compete and make her way up to the US  
Olympic team. She told the interviewer that she believes in 
giving back. She is raising money to send low income young 
people to camps where they can prepare to compete in sports.  
 
Every one of us on some level have been gifted by God with 
talent, means, strength, and insight and it has not been given 
to us to keep to ourselves. Jesus said “From everyone who has 
been given  much, much will be demanded; and from the one 
who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 
(Luke 12:48b)  
 
In God’s economy the world is supposed to operate with the 
humans sharing with one another. The crisis of world hunger 
and any shortage we have on this globe is simply a shortage of 
heart. There is enough to feed the world six times over but the 
humans will not share. The delivery system starts with people 
realizing that sharing is God’s plan. It starts with each of us 
daily determining what it is God has gifted us with that can be 
shared with another. In so doing we inspire others to do the 
same and the cycle of blessings goes on and on and on. The 
greatest joy on earth comes to our heart when we see the 
good we can do by giving ourselves away. 
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

For where two or three are gathered 2 

The Psychology of Hate 3 
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Greetings from your Finance Committee Chair 5 

Safe Sanctuaries Training 6 

Church News 7 

United Methodist Men Kickoff 7 

Say It with Flowers 7 

Greetings from Children & Youth Music Team 8 

Note from Pastor Don 8 

Rally Day 9 

Student Ministry News 10 

Betty Aldrich Recognized 11 

Hayride & Bonfire 11 

To Those Who Have Been Given Much 11 

Being the hands & feet of Christ 12 

What’s Inside...What’s Inside...What’s Inside...   Being the “hands and feet” of Christ 

The following thank you notes were received from local non-profits. 

 

To the Rummage Sale Team:  

Words cannot express our deepest 

gratitude for your decision to 

make Family Promise the                       

beneficiary for (20% of) the Aldersgate Rummage Sale proceeds. We 

are blessed with Aldersgate’s involvement in hosting and this is just 

one more way that you show God’s love in our community. Thank you 

for being the hands and feet of Christ! 

   With sincere appreciation—Carolyn  

 

 

Dear Pastors & Congregation: 

Congratulations on your successful 

5K run/walk to “Let it Shine”! We 

very much appreciate the boost 

(with a % of your profit) to our funding toward feeding                         

homeless, poor and sometimes addicted people. They can, with help, 

receive care and education to turn their lives back to being                    

participating family and community members. You are so much a part 

of it!  

   Blessings, Sunday Breakfast Mission Staff 


