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September 2019 

See page 5 for details 

A father exuberantly announced, “My daughter 
is now a real doctor!” She had completed all of 
the required course work for the MD degree and 
had graduated from medical school some 
months before. Yet, to this father, the real ac-
complishment, the proof of the pudding, came 
when his daughter successfully passed all of the 
exams required for certification as a practicing 
physician. He knew that a degree without certification does not bring 
completion to the mission. 

His little girl has grown to be a responsible adult, by training and 
practice. All of the prayers, the countless hours of study and the thou-
sands of dollars spent on her education have proved to be a wise in-
vestment. There is great rejoicing when a child perseveres and finish-
es a significant accomplishment like becoming a certified practicing 
physician. 

The temptation, though, is to own these accomplishments for our-
selves. So, should any one of us proudly try to take the credit for any 
accomplishment, it is good to turn to scripture and remember who is 
the author of all things.  

Here is Psalm 100 (NASB): Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. 2 
Serve the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing. 
3 Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and 
not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 4 
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give 
thanks to Him, bless His name. 5 For the Lord is good; His loving 
kindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all 
generations. 

Pray for our kids as they go back to school and en-
courage them at every turn. Rejoice in their suc-
cesses and allow them to learn in their failures 
and give glory to God in all instances. 

Grace and peace to you 

Pastor Chris 
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  From Your Lay Leaders 
 

           Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

       layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

 September is when summer ends.  Depending on your perspective, that can either be a 
cause for celebration or for dismay…or maybe both.  Vacations have ended.  Children have returned to school.  
Vacation Bible School had another great year, and, of course, our youth had their mission trip.  This year, they 
went to Alaska.  Those of us who were in church on August 11th were treated to the Alaska Mission Team sharing 
their thoughts about their trip.  We are truly blessed here at Aldersgate to have such an inspiring group of youth 
and adults, together with our Youth Director Adam West.  

 
September also marks the return to our regular worship schedule with the Journey and traditional ser-

vices at 9:00 and a traditional service at 11:00.  That schedule resumes on September 15, but before that, we kick 
off the fall schedule with Rally Day on September 8 when we all come together as one church at 10:00.      

 
Please keep your eyes and ears open in the coming weeks and months for information about how you can 

make a financial pledge to support the ministries of the church.  Remember, the church relies on you to maintain 
the church building and to fulfill our mission of “making disciples for the transformation of the world.”       

 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during 

worship at all services, or send a message to us.   

Wilmington District News 

On a sunny August Saturday, the Wilmington District Conference held a meeting and voted to increase the Dis-

trict apportionment from $46,303 to $60,303. The reason for the increase is that the District is now paying rent 

to Grace UMC for office space and the use of their copier, toner, and paper. Also, there are additional miscellane-

ous expenses. The portion Aldersgate pays annually will go up by around $200. The Wilmington District has the 

lowest budget of the four districts in our conference, and will still have the lowest budget with the increase! 

The second item on the agenda involved the distribution of funds from financial reserves received because of the 

sale of Silverbrook Church. For several years, the District Committee on Urban Center Ministries distributed on-

ly the earnings from the fund, however a resolution to allow distribution of the principal was proposed based on 

submissions of major proposals from two or more urban churches. After hearing the exciting and dynamic pro-

posals from Mt. Joy UMC, Brandywine Community Church, Ezion-Mount Carmel, and Mount Salem UMC, the 

two-thirds vote required was achieved to pass this resolution. The Committee on Urban Center Ministries will 

examine these proposals and decide how the funds will be distributed.  

Bert & Betsy Diemer, Lay Delegates to Annual Conference 

Diversity Brings Health and Growth: A Workshop 
for Churches  
 
God, who so beautifully designed our natural world to be biodiverse, also cre-

ated the human species to be diverse. Just as diversity helps nature to survive and thrive, diversity can help our 
churches to survive and thrive. When we become monocultural, for example, all white or all black, we miss out on 
the gifts that we give and receive from each culture. This lack can make us sick. In the American West, ranchers 
killed off coyotes because of their harassment of livestock. However, the coyote ate deer mice, which help to 
spread hantaviruses. Once the coyotes no longer killed the mice, they began coming indoors and spreading their 
viruses to humans. Ranchers learned their lesson and reintroduced coyotes back into the wild. Likewise, our 
church can become spiritually sick when we get rid of those who are different from us. 
 
One of the ways the Conference wants to address this potential illness involves Cross-Racial Cross-Cultural ap-
pointments. In this strategy, the Bishop and Cabinet appoint a pastor to a congregation who is ethnically different 
from themselves. By introducing diversity within the system, we cause some initial upheaval as the system 
adapts. However, in the long term, the congregation can become more diverse, and therefore healthier. 
Want to know more? Join us for a workshop on September 21 from 10:00 a.m. to noon at Ezion-Mt. Carmel 
UMC 800 N. Walnut St. Wilmington, Delaware. We invite teams from churches to attend, including SPRC mem-
bers, Council members, and others interested. Registration is available on the conference website. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS 

 

 

HELP REFURBISH ROOM 137 

Our August Trustees Meeting found us concentrating on a project of refurbishing Room 137. The first 

issue we faced was water seeping through the walls. We explored if anything added to the saturation 

of the ground in addition to rainfall. Our investigation found downspouts emptying directly onto the 

dirt and gutters with broken seams spilling directly down. The downspouts were piped to an existing 

storm drain and new gutters were installed. Some water was still seeping into Room 137. It was deter-

mined the original waterproofing to the outer wall was failing. It was suggested we install a French 

Drain to run to a sump pump that will discharge the water to drainage, thus not allowing any water to 

collect within the room. 

There are many challenges left to finish refurbishing Room 137, including demolition of existing wa-

ter-damaged drywall and installation of new drywall.  Flooring must be replaced. Installation of new 

baseboard heat must be completed along with painting the room. 

No exceptional skills are needed but DIY devotees are encouraged to help. Paintbrush, broom, ham-
mer, screwdriver, shovel and all tool handles were designed to fit EVERYONE’S hands. Imagine, we 
are all qualified to help accomplish this project. Please contact Kevin Botbyl at 302-478-2575 ext. 114 
or email    to tell himkevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org you have decided to share your talents. 

BISHOP’S DAY  

on the 

WILMINGTON DISTRICT 

 

This event is for both clergy and 

laity of the Wilmington District.  

The District Superintendent and 

Bishop Johnson request all  

clergy be in attendance. 

Bishop Peggy Johnson will be 

discussing General Conference 

2020 and Connecting to the 

Community. 

 

Location:   Christ the Cornerstone        

United Methodist Church 

3135 Summit Bridge Rd. 

Bear, DE  19701 

Date:  Thursday, September 12          

Time:  6:30 p.m. Fellowship & Refreshments 

              7:00 p.m. Worship                   

                                      

 

                                       News  

 

 
We are almost full with only a few 
spots left in the 18 month old, 2’s and 
3’s classes! Contact 
www.aldersgatede.org for enrollment. 

 

September 3 & 4 – Orientation Days 

September 5 –New Family Orientation at 5 
p.m. and Family Social at 5:30 p.m. with 
popsicles on the playground 

September 9 – First Day of Preschool!  

http://www.aldersgatede.org
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Shining Our Light – A Reconciling Ministries Moment 

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives                          

light to all in the house.” Matthew 5: 15 

In April the members of Aldersgate voted to approve a wonderful Welcoming Statement listed below, an up-

dating of the one passed by the Administrative Board back in 2006. Rather than keep the statement within the 

walls of the church, we have joined with Reconciling Ministries Network so others will know that they can feel 

at home with us. Otherwise, how will they find us? 

Aldersgate UMC opens its life to all persons regardless of race, ethnicity, social status, age, mental health, in-

tellectual or physical ability, gender identity, or sexual orientation.  We affirm our belief that God’s grace is 

available to all as we commit ourselves to be an inclusive Christ-centered community.   As a reconciling congre-

gation, we welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people as visitors and members.  All are welcome in 

our community of faith, as we fulfill our purpose of making disciples for the transformation of the world.   

Harvest Food Collection – Sunday, October 6 

 

 

 

Believe it or not, it is once again time to join with our brothers and sisters at St. Mary Magdalen for our an-
nual food drive.  Bags will be distributed after all worship services on Sundays, September 22 and 29 .  
Please take a bag home and bring it back to church on October 6 filled with non-perishable food items.  Vol-
unteers and trucks will be positioned at both the parking lot and Fairfax Entrances to receive your donations. 

The food collected will be distributed to various food pantries in the Wilmington area including, Brandywine 
Community United Methodist Church, Neighborhood House, St. Helena’s, St. Patrick’s and Ezion-Mt. Carmel 
United Methodist Church Food Pantries.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help provide emergency 
food to families in need throughout New Castle County and to “. . . live out Christ’s teachings as we meet the 
needs of our local community!” 

We’re also looking for volunteers to help deliver the food on Monday morning, October 7 .  This provides a 
great opportunity to see our gifts in action and to learn more about how the people are being served in our 
own back yard.  Contact Henry Daum if you’re willing and able to help. 

Some examples of food items to fill your bag are:  pasta, rice, tuna/hamburger helper, instant macaroni and 
cheese, canned goods (vegetables, fruits, applesauce, soup, beef stew, tuna, spam, corned beef, chicken and 
dumplings, hot dogs, baked beans, salmon, all tomato products), peanut butter, jelly, cereal, dry milk, 
Bisquick, grits, oatmeal, condiments and sauces, cookies, crackers, pop-tarts, paper goods. 

Please join with your “Go” Team in this very important mission project!! 

Reaching out to our community 

Dear Rev. Pennington and members of Aldersgate UMC, 

                Thank you and praise God for your recent gift to the Native Ameri-

can Ministries Sunday Special Offering. Your support of vital ministries in 

Native communities both locally and worldwide are a real encouragement 

in these divisive and repressive times. May our Creator bless you all. 

Ragghi Rain, Chair of Pen-Del CONAM 
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Children’s Sunday School Classes 

All Sunday School Classes begin at 10:00 A.M. on September 15, 2019 

NURSERY (Room 116)                                                                     Led by Marina Chowdhury & Atiya Siddiqui 

This is an opportunity to have your child cared for while you spend an hour in adult Bible study, 
getting into God’s word, good discussion, some fun, fellowship, and meeting folks that you may not 
know. 

 

3 & 4 YEAR OLDS (Room 112)                                                        Led by Amanda Moyer & Sara Schock 
This will be a fun time for your three and four year old children. They discover the love of Jesus 
through Bible stories, games, and activities, together with their friends! We celebrate with singing and 
dancing at the end of each class. 

 

KINDERGARTEN & 1 GRADE (Room 111)                                                                                Led by Amy Honisch 

During class we are introduced to the characters of the Bible: David, Sampson, Paul, and above all, 
Christ! The children are given a basic understanding who these characters are and their importance in 
our faith today. Plus, there’s always time for some games, puzzles, and on occasion some crafts! 
 

2 & 3 GRADE (Room 137)                                                            Led by Cheryl Beeson & Christy Pennington 

The third graders are presented with Bibles in September and we encourage the children to bring 
their Bibles to Sunday School. We start learning the books of the Bible, four books each week. They do 
a regular lesson in the Bible and then they act out the story in the lesson. Some weeks we do a craft or 
take part in a game. At Christmas we have an Advent Wreath, and during Lent, we have Resurrection 
Eggs, with discussion of the significance of each. 

 

4 & 5 GRADE (Room 132)                                         Led by Sandy Anderson, Jake Gaz, & Jeff Walters 
 
This class typically starts out with the group reading a Bible story with each child taking a turn reading 
a verse so everyone is engaged. Then we discuss what we think it means, what it meant to the people of 
the time when it actually happened, and how the lesson can be applied to our lives today. We have lively 
discussions. The teachers give the children lots of room to share their ideas and opinions. After all the 
learning we have puzzles, crosswords, word find, games, and competitions. 

Aldersgate Faith Journeys 

Fall – Winter  2019 - 2020 

Deep Blue Connects Loving God and Loving Neighbor—Nursery through 5th 
graders will dive deep into God’s Word with the Deep Blue Kids sharing and apply-
ing Bible stories and lessons to their lives. We’ll discover what the Bible teaches us 
about being a person of faith in a community where not everyone acts or thinks the 
same way. Your kids will hear, and see Bible stories that teach us to be true to our 
faith, while sharing God’s love with people who might be different from us. Your kids 
will also have the opportunity to learn about and participate in missions that support 
local communities to spread God’s love around the world. Children will discover 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and a faithful part of their communities. 
Touch base with Sharon Jennelly if you are able to spare just even one hour making 
a difference in our children’s lives. Substitutes are always appreciated.  
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Youth and Adult Sunday School Classes 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Student Ministry Center) Led by Sharon Owens, Renee Shenk & Ray      
  Pendley 

SENIOR HIGH (Student Ministry Center)                      Led by Janet Atwater & Judy Morton 

The Middle School, (6 – 8 Grades) and Senior High (9 – 12 Grades), meet each week and ex-
plore a passage of scripture through interactive games, activities, and discussion. Come join us 
as we grow our faith and develop friendships while having a lot of fun! 

ALPHA TO OMEGA (Fellowship Hall)                                                                Led by Jack Smith 

We will be doing interactive Bible study that involves in-depth study of biblical themes and/or 
specific books of the Bible. We engage in lively conversation, share ideas and opinions, and ad-
dress questions that come up during discussion. Our class will look at various Old and New Tes-
tament stories that look at different aspects of a subject. 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP (Room 136)                                                   Led by Susan Mammele 

This is an opportunity for those with intellectual and/or physical disabilities to come together 
and share in the great love that God has for everyone! 

GENERATION GO (Room 236)                                                         Led by Cheryl & Brian Merritt 

As the name implies, Generation Go caters largely to “on the go,” parents however, all are wel-
come to attend class. Brian and Cheryl typically choose 4 – 6 week long DVD based studies with 
a 10 – 20 minute video message which is followed by class discussion of the topic presented. 
Studies do not require any advanced prep, so drop-in visitors are always welcome! 

LOVE DOES (Room 122)                                                                       Led by Ryan & Nitasha Smith 

We are a group of young adults that meet weekly for faith studies and fellowship. Our focus is 
to strengthen our faith foundation and relationships as we navigate life with growing families. 
Members of this group take turns facilitating lessons, planning social events, and outreach op-
portunities. This group organizes one of Aldersgate’s largest outreach ministries, Christmas 
Joy!Christmas Joy is an Aldersgate ministry where church members donate holiday gifts and 
necessities to those in need in the Wilmington area through various organizations. 
  

Photos from our youth mission trip to  Alaska 

(more on pgs.10-11) 

Youth Group 

IMPACT (Fellowship Hall & Student Ministry Center) 5 p.m.- 6 p.m.                Led by Adam West 
 
Our youth group is for youth in 6 through 12 grades. There is time for fellowship, creative games, 
and a lesson each evening. It’s very relaxed and is a great way to get to meet others in a less formal 
setting. 
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302-379-4770 or betsydiemer@comcast.net  

Contact Person: Betsy Diemer 

Classes are ongoing, but new members welcome 

mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY   ( Room 237 )                                         Led by Dave DiGiacoma  

 Wednesday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.            Classes are ongoing, but new members  welcome 

This is a men’s Bible study group  that meets throughout the year. We study various books of the Bible, not 

in any particular order. No experience with Bible study is needed. Come out and join us for some good dis-

cussion, fun, and fellowship. All are welcome ! To begin your journey with these fellow travelers and 

searchers of knowledge, contact Dave DiGiacoma at 302-530-9568 or digiacoma@msn.com, or just show 

up on Wednesday evening, though group occasionally has a week off. Looking forward to seeing you! 

                                                                            Advent Study 

BECAUSE OF BETHLEHEM  by Max Lucado   ( Room 237 )                     

                    Led by Pastor Chris Pennington 

Thursdays 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. to noon, 7:00 p.m.to 8:00 p.m. 

          Starting December 5, 2019 

   Each year, Christmas season compels people to ask the Christmas questions. What’s the big deal about 
the baby in the manger ? Who was he ? What does his birth have to do with me ? Of all the responses to 
these questions, there is only one that stands out from the rest: Because of Bethlehem God knows what it is 
like to be human. He understands our challenges, our struggles, and our tough times, because He’s been 
there ! 

He’s been here ! Because of Bethlehem, we have the promise God is always near us, always for us, always in 
us. We may forget him, but he never forgets us. Come and join us in this four week study ! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

ALDERSGATE  RALLY DAY Sunday, September 8 

Guest Preacher: Carlos Reyes-Rodriguez 

Coordinator of Hispanic/Latino Ministries 

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 

 Bring a side dish to share 

 Burgers, brats, hot dogs and drinks provided 

 Giant inflatable slide 

 Bring a chair or blanket for the picnic 

Help is needed for set up and clean up! 

Contact Sharon Jennelly 302-562-5808  

Rain or shine! 

mailto:digiacoma@msn.com
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September 22– Safe Sanctuary Training, Training will be from noon 
until 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. This training is required if you are 
working with our children and youth, Sunday School teachers, VBS, 
Musical, Impact, Mission Trip volunteers, etc.! You are required to at-
tend every two years to abide by our training covenant. We’ll review 
policies for  Safe Sanctuaries, bullying, attendance, fire drills, etc. Food 
will be provided for those who respond by September 14, 2019. 

  To register, contact either Sharon Jennelly,   Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org, or    
Adam West  adam.west@aldersgatede.org  or call the church office at 302-478-2575. 

 
October 13– Aldersgate Hayride & Bonfire, Come on out and join us for some fun 
and fellowship on our annual  hayride at Bellevue Park. You can either join a group at 
4:00 or 5:00 p.m.!        

  The wagons will take you on an enjoyable ride and at the end there will be a 
bonfire  where  you will find hot dogs and s’mores waiting for you ! Please 
bring the family, friends and neighbors!  Cost is $10.00 per family, $3.00 for 
an individual!    

 
October 26 – Trunk-or-Treat, This event starts at 5:30 p.m. and ends at 6:30 p.m. If you are in-
terested in taking part as one of the vehicles sharing treats it is suggested you arrive about half an 
hour to forty-five minutes in advance. It has become a tradition for these to be decorated and the 
individuals  handing out treats to be dressed up! If you don’t wish to do either, that’s fine– but it 
adds to  the fun for the kids who come! Again, this is a community event! Invite family, friends, 
and neighbors to come out and take part in a safe trick-or-treating experience! 

 
November 22– Family, Movie, Game Night —Come on out for a night of fun and fellowship ! We will begin the even-
ing with a Pot Luck dinner, then watch a family-friendly movie; if time permits, we will play a game or two ! 

 
December 1– Advent Workshop, We will gather after Sunday School at 11:30 a.m. to make and take Christmas crafts. 

 
December 8– Christmas Concert, The Chancel Choir will present their musical celebration of the birth of Christ ! The 
concert will begin at 2:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary! This is an opportunity to invite family, friends and neighbors, and co-
workers to come out and be a part of this celebration.  After the concert there will be refreshments for everyone in the 
Auditorium ! 

  
December 14– UMW Cookie Walk, The doors for this event will open at 9:00 a.m. and will 
stay open until the cookies are gone! You may fill a box with homemade cookies of various kinds 
for $12.00! The proceeds support missions for women, children, and youth. Please help us make 

this annual  community event a HUGH success by baking cookies for the 
walk and bringing them, ( labeled“ cookie walk “ ) to the kitchen next to 
the Auditorium on Friday, December 13 by 4:00 p.m. or on Saturday 
morning December 14, between 7 and 8:30 a.m. Hope to see you there ! 

 

December 24– Christmas Eve Services, We will celebrate the birth or our Lord at two 
services this year in the  Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. The 4:00 Family Christmas 
Eve Service  will    have  the children’s nativity and candlelight. The 9:00 Traditional 
Christmas Eve Service  includes Lessons, Carols, Chancel Choir, brass and candlelight! 
Please invite family, friends, and neighbors! All are welcome! 

 
December 29– Christmas Shout-Out / Baptism, We will be having one service in the Sanctuary 
this morning at 10:00 a.m. This will be your opportunity to shout-out your favorite Christmas carols 
for everyone to sing, followed by celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

mailto:Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:adam.west@aldersgatede.org
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January 25, 2020 – Chili / Chocolate  and “ Say Cheese” Cook-off,   Food!   Fellowship!    Awards!     Drawings!                     

Trophies!  & Fun!              Dinner at 5:00 p.m. 

   Come on out to our 10th annual chili / chocolate & “ say 

cheese “ cook-off social evening! Make a dish to enter & 

share. Or just come, eat and visit. If you are planning on at-

tending advanced sign-up and prepayment are necessary as 

SEATS ARE LIMITED! SO SIGN UP EARLY! This will guar-

antee you a seat and speed up sign-ins at the door. Kids 4 and 

under are Free!   Ages 5 – 17 are $ 2.00!   Ages 18 and above are $ 5.00!   Sign-ups will be on 1/5,  1/12, and on 1/19, 2020! If 

you’re planning on being a Chef please sign up as this will help guide our set up of tables. Recipes can be traditional or nov-

el. Any entry with cheese as a primary ingredient, must be able to be served in a 2-ounce cup. Suggest 25 portions be made 

available. Chefs – be sure to list any potential allergens, (e.g., peanuts, tree nuts, soy, wheat/gluten, eggs, etc. ) on the ingre-

dients form at sign-in!  Chefs: please arrive between 4:15 and 4:30 p.m.!  If you have any questions, contact Jeff Walters at 

302-388-6909 or at walters915@comcast.net! 

February 2– SOUPer Bowl Sunday — No matter if you’re a football fan or not, the Aldersgate Fami-

ly has turned this into a real fun event over the years while also benefiting food banks 

and organizations that offer aid to those in need in the Wilmington community. Our 

goal is to collect as much soup for these organizations as possible over a weeks time pe-

riod!  Last year our Church Family generously donated 2,368 cans of soup and 261 other food items to these 

organizations. This year will be starting our donations on Sunday, January 26, 2020. Just bring in any kind, brand, variety 

of soup you desire and drop it off at the top of the stairs anytime during the day that following week through Sunday, Feb-

ruary 2, 2020! Thank you for your generosity! This year we are aiming to collect 3,000 cans.            

Photos from  our 

Youth Mission trip  

to Alaska 

mailto:walters915@comcast.net
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Last month was the Aldersgate mission trip to Alaska! Our mission 
trip took us to Fairbanks, AK where we served at Corinthian Baptist 
Church. There we took on a massive and much-needed painting pro-
ject. We put a fresh coat of paint on the sanctuary from the floor-
boards to the 30 foot ceilings. We also changed their lighting to help 
brighten the space. Our team of 24 worked extremely hard while ex-
periencing frustrating moments as the rented paint sprayer fre-
quently struggled to work. Our students and adults worked tirelessly 
to make sure that we left the church with what looked like a new 
space. Often team members would break away during free time to 
continue painting to ensure a completed project that came right 
down to the wire. This project was so large that, as we looked at it to 
start, we couldn’t help but think, “there is no way that a team of vol-
unteers with no professional painting experience could make this 
work.” It took us two days to prep the church for a coat of paint with 
an extreme amount of plastic being laid down. I can only describe us 
finishing the project as God working in mysterious ways. When we 
pulled up all the plastic we left the church with what looked like a new worship space. The church was so grateful 
for our work that as members entered the space broke down in tears of joy and pride. I’m extremely proud of our 
missionaries who served this summer and for the way that they worked. 

We also ran an evening VBS after a days’ worth of painting! We welcomed younger members of the community to 
VBS every night with a line of high fives as they were cheered for joining us at church. The children and adults 
joined us in songs, dancing, and lessons that seemed to energize the church, comprised mainly of retired members. 
Each night, we shared an evening meal with the students and volunteers and formed a connection with the people 
of Corinthian Baptist.  Our students shined in their VBS roles each night. Even though we were extremely tired at 

the end of the week, we were still excited about VBS. 

Our team also served at a local Soup Café in downtown 
Fairbanks for three days. The space only allowed for 
about a third of our team to work each day, so we rotat-
ed to ensure everyone had an opportunity to serve. This 
was an experience much like serving at Emmanuel Din-
ing Room (EDR) in Wilmington that our church sup-
ports each month. Even though we spent less time there, 
Stone Soup still made a massive impression on the 
group. If you’ve never served at EDR, I would highly rec-
ommend that you volunteer for a day. It’s an extremely 
important ministry that makes a huge difference in the 
lives of our community members. 

While we worked our tails off, we also had a chance to 
experience a little of Alaska. We took short day trips be-
tween our painting and VBS to the Santa Claus House in 
the North Pole. Fairbanks has a wonderful visitors cen-

ter that allowed us to learn more about the community that we were serving. Our group also got to see the Alaska 
Pipeline and see how Alaskans without running water fill up at a spring to get water for their entire home. On the 
last day of our visit, we traveled from Fairbanks to the airport in Anchorage about a 6-hour drive and stopped for a 
couple of hours to hike in Denali National Park. I was blown away by the beauty of the Alaska wilderness and felt 
God’s presence in the trees, sky, mountains, and water.  It was a place that I will never forget. 

If you gave to or prayed for our team, I thank you! This was a mission trip that deeply impacted the lives of every-
one who went. Your donations blessed a congregation that needed support and would have been unable to do the 
work that we did for them. Also, your gifts made a difference in the lives of our students and families who attended 
the trip. To hear their stories, check out the Aldersgatede Facebook page and hope you got to listen to the service 
on August 11. Thank you so much for your support of the mission trip. If you’re interested in going on the next one 
come talk to me! 

Grace and Peace,   Adam West  



Share the Journey   12 September 2019 

 

The Arts at Aldersgate                            

       On  Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary we will be able to immerse 
ourselves in an All – Bach concert performed by Juliette Kang, Concertmaster of the Philadel-
phia Orchestra! Juliette was previous Concertmaster of the Boston Symphony and a member of 
the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. In 2012 Ms. Kang was a featured soloist at Carnegie Hall for 
the visit of her hometown orchestra, the Edmonton Symphony! 

  Then on Saturday, January 26, 2020 we will have  the Wilmington String Ensemble ! They will  perform in our 
auditorium at 2:00 p.m. The members of the ensemble are all  conservatory  trained, 
professional musicians who have performed  with the Academy of Vocal  Arts, Dela-
ware Symphony and Opera Delaware. They have been providing music  for wedding 
ceremonies and receptions, parties, bar mitzvahs, civil union ceremonies, business 
events and memorial services for over 30 years. 

 

  Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary there will be a change  of pace with a Jazz Trio who will 

present a rousing afternoon of  American music developed especially from ragtime and blues. 

 

Let us rejoice in music, 

       An update from our Director of Music Ministry 
It’s been a busy summer!  Worship at 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. has been vibrant, and filled 
with wonderful music, and now it is time to return to our full schedule of events!  Chancel 
Choir rehearsal will return on Wednesday, Sept. 4, at 7:00 p.m. in the Music Center, all 
interested singers should plan to join us this night to receive new music for the fall.  Gate-
way Ringers (handbells) will begin again on Thursday, Sept. 5, at 7:30 p.m. in the bell 
room.  Interested people are encouraged to contact Rob rob.mcfarland@aldersgatede.org) 
for more information. 

 Children’s and Youth choirs will also begin again within the first few weeks of September, please check the worship 
bulletins, church announcements, Facebook, and the website for official start dates/times. 

 A new event will be taking place in the fall, which will be called a “Night of Worship”, and will be an event where 
our worship band “The Journey Band” will lead an evening of congregational singing, as an opportunity to learn 
better some of the songs used at the contemporary service, as well as a chance to participate in a longer time of mu-
sical worship than we are normally able to do on Sunday morning.  It will be a casual, come-as-you-are event, and a 
great opportunity to invite guests to see the contemporary side of Aldersgate.  The first “Night of Worship” will take 
place Nov. 17, at 6:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.  Contact Rob for more information. 

 Finally, some exciting news from the Chancel Choir: we will premiere our new choir robes on September 15!  The 
funding for the robes was graciously given by Ron and Phoebe Smith, whom we graciously acknowledge not only 
for their financial gift, but for the many years of support and involvement they have brought to our choir, music 
ministry, and the ministry of Aldersgate.  From Ron and Phoebe: “The new choir gowns have been given to the glo-
ry of God and in memory of our beloved grandson, Kyle Bradley Smith.  1987-2018.”  The robes will be dedicated 
during the 11:00 worship service on September 15.   

Thanks, 
 
Rob McFarland 

 

mailto:rob.mcfarland@aldersgatede.org
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Those of us who have lived in Wilmington for a number of years remember the 

days when we were the “Chemical Capital of the World.” It was a heady time. The 

largest of our chemical companies had an advertising moniker for a number of 

years that read: There is a world of things we are doing something about. Need-

less to say, those days are  gone. I’ve always liked the moniker however, as I think it 

close to the perfect advertising tagline for the Christian Church. It is what we are 

about. What is in our World of Things at Aldersgate?  Your Finance Committee met 

Monday night August 12, 2019 to review the past fiscal year and  plan for the future. It is our job to find a way 

to pay for our part of the World of Things that need to be done—and it’s important that all of us reflect on 

what has been done, how we have been blessed carrying out those missions, what we were not able to accom-

plish and what God and we should expect of ourselves. 

We had the financial wherewithal to do a number of things in the past year. Our core missions kept going. We 

maintained the Church building and added air conditioning in the Auditorium, making our summer far more 

comfortable. We just rejoiced in a very successful mission trip to Alaska and had another very positive year 

for the Aldersgate Preschool. As always, we had tremendous arts programs, community support programs 

and the children’s musical. We gave our full share to the conference apportionment and were able to help our 

key missions recipients in many ways. These accomplishments are noteworthy and continue to have us be 

seen as a leading congregation in Delaware. 

In looking at the numbers we realize that we have truly been fortunate. Those who built Aldersgate and have 

gone before us have left quite a legacy, including an endowment that now totals over $2 million. Without this 

endowment, we could not have undertaken the projects and  ministries done in the past year. Not only did we 

see the benefit of $45,274.00 in income from this endowment, but we also were able to grant ourselves a sub-

stantial loan to use for the air conditioning project. Charges for use of the building to outside groups totaled 

$80,000 and our Preschool added $172,600 to our income. But, there were some needed projects that could 

not be funded last year. The Trustees continue to be concerned about water intrusion on the lower floor in the 

courtyard classrooms, a project that had to be deferred last year. We would have preferred to have made big-

ger contributions to our mission partners. In spite of significantly lower spending by most ministries, allow-

ing us to reduce the budget, we still ended the fiscal year on June 30 with a deficit of $13,630.09. This is a 

further amount that we owe ourselves, and more particularly, many of the funding commitments that have 

been made in the past. 

We have a challenge. Our budget is not inflated and for the past several years our ministries have spent less 

than what has been budgeted. Needless to say, we do not want to continue on a path of further deficits.  In the 

process of making disciples, we have always been, and are, a family that rises to the challenge. In the coming 

weeks you will hear more about Aldersgate’s finances and the parts all of us can play in ensuring a healthy 

Christian family with a continually larger World of Things in Wilmington and beyond. 

No one likes talking about money, even if God needs it. But, if we are to be a healthy Christian family, we 

need to face this challenge and succeed.  Here are a couple of budget realities we should consider: 

 Seventy-nine percent of our budget for the last year ($834,602.49) was devoted to personnel and building 

costs, costs necessary to keep our doors open. These are the total budgeted areas for SPRC and Trustees. 

In both of these areas, spending came in below the budgeted amounts due to changes in personnel and 

vacant positions for several months and projects deferred by the Trustees. We cannot expect this lower 

spending to continue.   

 Fewer members pledged over the past year and our general fund voluntary giving was over $77,000 less 

than the year before. 

 Our building usage fees and the Preschool tuition both exceeded expectations, which we do not expect to 

happen this year. 

As we start a new Church Year, let’s give some prayerful thought about how we can fund our World of Things.    
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United Methodist Women Fall General Meeting and Potluck 

 

Monday, September 30 at 6 p.m. in the Auditorium 

 

Everyone is invited to the United Methodist Women’s Fall General Meeting and Potluck. Sharon Owens, 
Vice President, Retail Risk Management, M&T bank, will be our speaker. Sharon has over 30 years of expe-
rience in the banking industry, and her presentation will be Recognizing Possible Financial Fraud. 
Please sign up so that we can plan the evening. Sign up in the Auditorium after services on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15 and Sunday, September 22. You may also sign up by sending an email to Kathy Daum at 
daumhf@comcast.net. Childcare will be available if requested by September 22. 

Since this is such a timely and important topic, UMW is sponsoring Sharon’s Presen-
tation for all—MEN and WOMEN—UMW or not UMW. Please come and learn how you 
can Recognize Possible Financial Fraud. You are welcome to join us for dinner or just 
come for the presentation. The presentation will begin at approximately 6:45 p.m. 

If you are able, please bring a main or side dish to serve 8. Desserts and beverages will be provided. 

Our mission project for the meeting is an underwear and socks collection. New underwear is not 
something that is usually donated in clothing drives and something that those who may be homeless 
or at risk for becoming homeless need. Women’s and children’s underwear in any sizes would be most 
appreciated!  

October 20th is UMW Sunday – Celebrate 150 years with us! 

 

 
 

Aldersgate United Methodist Women are looking forward to visiting Sight & Sound Theatre near Lan-
caster, PA to see the show Miracle of Christmas. A Delaware Express bus will pick us up at Aldersgate 
and depart the church by 8:30 a.m. The bus is equipped with a restroom and you are invited to bring 
snacks/lunch along. We have 35 tickets for the show. The Sight & Sound Theatre has concession stands 
offering snacks, beverages, sandwiches, and salads. We will not be stopping for lunch. The cost of the 
show and bus is $90. UMW has made the arrangements, and we invite others to join us. Seats are of-
fered first come/first serve. If you would like to join us, please contact Kathy Daum, 
daumhf@comcast.net. A check for $90 made out to “Aldersgate UMW” confirms your seat! 

You will be amazed by the scenery and live animals as well as the caliber of the performers. 
 
 

Sight & Sound Bus Trip 
 
 

Tuesday, November 12, 11 a.m.  
 

“Miracle of Christmas” 
 

(Departure time from church 8:30 a.m.) 

mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
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 Thomas and Rebecca Parmenter       Sept 1       32 years 

 George and Joan Owens                      Sept 2       58 years 

 Christopher and Lois Barton              Sept 2       19 years 

 Joseph and Holly VanSuch                 Sept 3       41 years 

 Robert and Eileen Emrich                  Sept 4       66 years 

 Scott and Karen Graham                Sept 7        17 years  

 Mitchell and Megan Houser               Sept 10       3 years 

 Michael and Laura Oliver                    Sept 10       5 years 

 Melissa and Terry Romano                 Sept 10       8 years 

 Todd and Kristie Thomas                    Sept 10     25 years 

 Karen and Walter Austin                     Sept 12     32 years 

 Donald and Tara Tucker                      Sept 12       9 years 

 Carolyn and Brian Estebez                  Sept 13       6 years 

 Albert and Patricia Koenig                  Sept 13     61 years 

 

Myrtle Louise Taylor (mother of our  Anthony 
Arrington) passed away on July 18,2019 

 Patricia Culliton passed away on July 23, 2019 

 Richmond and Linda Williams             Sept 13    33 years 

 Andrew and Jessica Krawitt                  Sept 16    24 years 

 Dana and Kelly McDonald                     Sept 16    19 years 

 David and Julie Harrington                  Sept 17     14 years 

 Nelson and Loura Lee Meredith          Sept 17     59 years 

 Craig and Penelope Husted                   Sept 18    37 years 

 Peter and Janet Atwater                        Sept 25    26 years 

 Robert and Susan Young                       Sept 26    38 years 

 Eric and Catherine Goodman               Sept 27    22 years 

 Ronald and Christine Lassiter              Sept 27     11 years 

 Linda and Bob Pyle III                           Sept 28    51 years 

 Ryan and Rebecca Gorsuch                   Sept 29       1 year 

 Kevin and Courtney Fox                        Sept 30    19 years 

My family and I want to thank you for your 

overwhelming support for Don during his de-

clining health. 

Your calls, cards, visits and flowers helped tre-

mendously to lift his spirits. 

Your caring and compassion have continued 

to flow freely over us since his passing!   

We truly are a Congregation with Open Hearts 

and for that I will be forever grateful! 

Thank You, 

Shirley Rollins 

 

Autumn Emily Gibbs 

daughter or Amy and 

Adam Gibbs 

     August 4. 2019 

 

Gavin Irving Bartell,  

   son of Margaret Bartell 

 

Roger Carlson Albert Koch, Jr.,  

   Son of Sarah and Roger Koch 

 August 18, 2019 

Gavin                   RJ 
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  Fall Worship Schedule  
 

Rally Day is September 8 with a Unified Worship Service 
at 10 a.m. 
 
Regular Fall Schedule Starting September 15, 2019  
Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium  
Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

   
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Regular Office Hours Resume Tuesday September 3: 
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 
 


