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A significant place where disciples are made
Lift Every Voice and Sing
Greetings Aldersgate Family,

The Messenger

Written in 1900 by James Weldon Johnson, a prominent African American poet of the last
century, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" was performed for the first time by 500 school children in celebration of President Lincoln's Birthday on February 12, 1900 in Jacksonville,
FL. The poem was set to music by Johnson's brother, John Rosamond Johnson, and soon
adopted by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) as
its official song. Today “Lift Every Voice and Sing” is one of the most cherished songs of
the African American Civil Rights Movement and is often referred to as the Black National
Anthem. Let us continue to cherish the innumerable contributions of our African American brothers and sisters and be proactive in discerning solutions to the evil of racism that
exists in the United States.
Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won.singi
Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand.
True to our God,
True to our native land.

Blessings to each of you!
Share The Journey.

Pastor Chris

Our world has been rocked with many forms of terrorism in recent years. Long before the events of September 11,

2001 and ever since we have seen an unprecedented number of bombings, mass shootings and violence. A casual trip to a local mall can possibly be one’s last day on earth if the wrong angry assailant arrives with an arsenal of automatic weapons. The world has once again witnessed acts of extreme violence and rage in Charlottesville, Virginia over the weekend.
Much of the reason for this reign of terror in our world is rage over fear: fear of the “other,” fear of someone taking
from us something we value, fear of something that has not even happened but is a perceived threat. This is the terrorism within that gives birth to terrorism without. And this outgrowth of inner fear and rage comes in overt acts of violence but also acts or verbal and attitudinal assault. I see it all the time in the church when people decide for whatever
reason that certain people or certain beliefs are not to their way of thinking. The result is a call for righteous indigna-

tion, insults, rejection and strife. The Lord shakes his head at our church, the Body of Christ, whose many different parts are God’s divine plan that accomplishes the mission of the church most effectively. We are called
to work together in love and humility but instead some parts of the body are calling out other parts of the body
because of fear and the verbal violence and schism is not far behind.
I John 4:18 reminds us “there is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.” Our mission needs to be to teach and
model for the world the perfect love of Christ that casts out fear: fear of the “other,” fear of want and also the
pride and ignorance of having to have our way at any price. We must celebrate and find ways to enhance our
marvelous diversity. This is slow and heart-searching work. The “terrorism within” us is deeply seated and can
only be cleansed by the renewing power of the Holy Spirit.
During the aftermath of this most recent scene of horror and violence in Charlottesville, I call the church to
prayer and also to place in your hearts the words of Rev. Carolyn Gillette’s song: “God with Joy We Look Around
Us”

God, with joy we look around us at your world’s diversity;
Folk of every kind surround us and you call your church to see
All are made in your own image, all are people whom you love.
In the times we’ve hurt each other, Lord, we’ve hurt the ones you bless.
Hating sister, cursing brother, we’ve denied what you express
All are made in your own image, all are people whom you love.
God, you sent a Savior to us, breaking walls that would divide
By your Spirit now work through us as we witness side by side
All are made in your own image, all are people whom you love.
(Used by permission, “Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God
and Neighbor” Upper Room Books)

Bishop Johnson asks for your
prayers and support for our
brothers and sisters in Kent Island who have experienced a
tornado in early August. Gifts
can be sent to the Pen Del
Conference with "Kent Island
Tornado" on the memo section.
Peninsula-Delaware Conference
139 N. State Street.
Dover, Delaware, 19901

Biahop, Peninsula-Delaware Conference
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Go Team
Judy Morton

Harvest Food Collection – Sunday, October 1st
Believe it or not, it is once again time to join with our brothers and sisters at St. Mary Magdalen for our annual
food drive. Bags will be distributed after all worship services on Sundays, September 17th and 24th. Please
take a bag home and bring it back to church on October 1st filled with non-perishable food items. Volunteers
and trucks will be positioned at both the Parking Lot and Fairfax Entrances to receive your donations.
The food collected will be distributed to various food pantries in the Wilmington area including, Brandywine
Community United Methodist Church, Neighborhood House, St. Helena’s, St. Patrick’s and Ezion-Mt. Carmel
United Methodist Church Food Pantries. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help provide emergency food
to families in need throughout New Castle County and to “. . . live out Christ’s teachings as we meet the needs
of our local community!”
We’re also looking for volunteers to help deliver the food on Monday morning, October 2nd. This provides a
great opportunity to see our gifts in action and to learn more about how the needy are being served in our own
back yard. Contact Henry Daum if you’re willing and able to help: (messenger@aldersgatede.org)
Some examples of food items to fill your bag with are: pasta, rice, tuna/hamburger helper, instant macaroni
and cheese, canned goods (vegetables, fruits, applesauce, soups, beef stew, tuna, spam, corned beef, chicken
and dumplings, hot dogs, baked beans, salmon, all tomato products), peanut butter, jelly, cereal, dry milk, Bisquick, grits, oatmeal, condiments and sauces, cookies, crackers, pop-tarts, paper goods.

Please join with your “Go” Team in this very important mission project!!
Dear Aldersgate Family,

Aldersgate
Helping
Others

A Word
Of Thanks

Words cannot express how
much all your cards, emails,
Facebook messages and especially your prayers have meant to us these past
several months as our daughter, Molly, has undergone numerous tests, and procedures to determine a diagnosis which finally led to surgery
in June. She is regaining more strength daily,
and we are confident that she will be able to
go back and finish her graduate degree this
Fall. Your love and support has been a constant
source of encouragement for all of us, and we
thank you so very much.
With tremendous thanks,
Janet, Peter, Molly & Bennett Atwater

Share the Journey

L to R Susan Schranck, Anne Murray, Barbara Lugg, Betsy
Diemer, and MJ Prince
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Upcoming Events
Sharon Jennelly (Children’s Ministry) and Ellen Leonzio (Grow Team)

Sunday, September 10th
After the 10 am Worship Service,

(11 am-1 pm)
Rally Day is sign-up day for Bible Study Programs and Sunday School for adults and children
Hal Barker, Discipleship Leader will distribute a brochure after services in August. It will also be available
online to sign-up.
Bring a dish to share (side or healthy desserts please). The church will provide the main dish- hamburgers,
hot dogs (John Jennelly’s a grillin’), drinks, paper products & a couple of surprises! See you on the grass near
the glass doors, following the service! We will have a few tables and chairs but please bring your own lawn
chairs (if you can). Will YOU ride the famous Giant Inflatable Dual Slide?

Stay tuned for a OneCall message
Christian Education is for EVERYONE!!
Let’s grow TOGETHER in CHRISTIAN FAITH!!

Safe Sanctuaries Yearly Training &
Lunch
Sunday, September 24th Noon-1 pm
Fellowship Hall

EVERYONE who works with our children and youth (Sunday School Teachers, Vacation Bible School Volunteers, Play Volunteers, Impact Volunteers, Mission Trip….) are needed to attend the training every two
years for our training covenant. Renewal of Background Checks will be done every 5 years.
We will review our policies and procedures for Safe Sanctuaries, bullying, background checks, attendance,
signing in/out, fire drill, etc.… and food will be provided for those who RSVP by Monday, September 18th!
Please contact Sharon Jennelly, sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org and/or Adam West
adam.west@aldersgatede.org or sign up in the HUB (302)478-2575 for RSVP, with any questions and/or if
you are unable to attend.

Share the Journey
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More Upcoming Events
Join me for New Member Orientation Class on Saturday, August 26th or December 2nd from 9 am noon. Whether you’re ready to join right now or if you’re unsure about membership and have questions, I’d love to talk with you. Please get in touch with me so that I can answer your questions, give
you a tour of the church, and/or introduce you to more folks in our congregation. I’m looking forward to hearing from you! -

Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator, newmembers@aldersgatede.org.
United Methodist Men Kick Off Fall Meeting
September 19th at noon
Major General Frank Vavala will be the speaker when the United Methodist Men kick off their fall
schedule on Tuesday, September 19th for their monthly luncheon meetings held in the Fellowship
Hall at 12 noon. General Vavala is a native Delawarean and the first four star General ever from
Delaware. He enlisted as a Private and after three years received his commission. As he says, "he
was blessed to serve for 50 years." He is married and he and his wife are the parents of a son and
two daughters and the grandparents of three grandchildren.
Come and welcome Brother Frank. All are welcome!!

United Methodist Women Fall General Meeting and Potluck
Monday, September 25th at 6 pm in the Auditorium
All women are invited to the United Methodist Women’s Fall General Meeting and Potluck. The United
Methodist Women support missions in the United States and across the world. One of the United Methodist Women’s Missions is located right here in Wilmington, DE. It is Neighborhood House. We are looking
forward to learning more about the programs at Neighborhood House from the Director, Alison Windle,
who will be our speaker. Aldersgate UMW donates money each year to Neighborhood House from profits
from the Easter Egg Sale, the Pecan Sale, and The Cookie Walk. So come to learn how the money that you
helped us earn is making a difference!
Please sign up so that we can plan for the evening.
SIGN UP IN THE AUDITORIUM ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMEBR 10th OR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th. YOU MAY
ALSO SIGN UP BY SENDING AN EMAIL TO KATHY DAUM AT daumhf@comcast.net.
As you are able, please bring a main dish or side dish to serve 8. Desserts and beverages will be provided.
Our mission project for the meeting is a food collection for Neighborhood House. Please bring nonperishable food items or a monetary donation for the Food Pantry at Neighborhood House.
Hope to see you on Monday, September 25th at 6!
Share the Journey
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Upcoming Events
Continued from Previous Page

SUPs Coming Up!
The first SUP of the ’17 – ’18 season will be held on Monday, August 28th
from 5 – 7 pm. We will be on the church lawn, weather permitting, so bring your picnic blanket or chairs. It
will be Subs and School Supplies, with food from Capriottis, as well as salad. There will be cake! As always,
there will be gluten-free options. We will be collecting 5 items for school classrooms: boxes of tissues, rolls
of paper towels, disinfectant wipes, hand sanitizer and slide lock bags in all sizes. Come join the fun!
The next SUP will be Thursday, September 28th, a SUP & Jam with the Journey Band! This will be a precursor
to the Harvest Food Festival, which is October 1. It will be our first-ever Thursday night SUP. I hope you will
come out to enjoy the music and support the Harvest Food collection to fill our local food pantries.
Then Monday, November 27th, Pizza and Christmas Joy, will be followed by the Shrove Tuesday Pancake SUP
on February 13th, which will support the 2018 Youth Mission Trip. Our March date will be announced soon,
but it will benefit Family Promise, and we’ll finish the SUP season on Monday, April 23th with our famous
Taco Bar supporting missions.
SUP now has a committee, which includes Sandy Anderson and Amanda Moyer. If you would like to help at a
SUP or join the committee, please contact me. Thanks to you all for your wonderful support of this effort
with your presence, your prayers and your gifts!
Betsy Diemer
Share the Journey
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Aldersgate Autumn Gala: That’s Entertainment
Friday, November 3, 6 pm – 9 pm
Childcare Available!

Come one, come all to the Aldersgate Autumn Gala: That’s Entertainment. The cost of the evening is $15 per
person or $25 per couple but Childcare is FREE!
The evening will include heavy hors d’oeuvres, entertainment, Silent Auction and Live Auction plus wonderful
fellowship with your Aldersgate family. Registration will be held in the Auditorium after services on the following Sundays: September 24, October 1, October 8 and October 15. It will be a fun evening that you will want to
experience.

GriefShare
GriefShare, a grief recovery support group, welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a
loved one.
Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 am in room 236
Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 pm in room 236
Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For
more information: http://www.griefshare.org/

Nancy Espinoza. Mother of Lynette Kenton passed
away July 15, 2017
Ida May Swain, , passed away on July 16,2017.
Bettie Phillips passed away July 23, 2017’
Thomas Blythe, Father of Donald Blythe & Family
passed away on August 11, 2017

Share the Journey

Thomas and Rebecca Parmenter

Sept 1

30 years

George and Joan Owens

Sept 2

56 years

Robert and Eileen Emrich

Sept 4

64 years

Scott and Karen Graham

Sept 7

15 years

Albert and Betty Moore

Sept 7

59 years

Karen and Walter Austin

Sept 12

30 years

Albert and Patricia Koenig

Sept 13

59 years

Daniel and Phyllis Eisenhardt

Sept 15

66 years

Kelly Eschbach and Wm Lundstrom Sept 15

10 years

Jason and Mary Zerbey

Sept 15

10 years

Nelson and Loura Lea Meredith

Sept 17

57 years

Craig and Penelope Husted

Sept 18

35 years

Catherine and Eric Goodman

Sept 27

20 years
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Caring for Creation / Youth Ministry
Adam West

It’s hard to believe that our students were just in Boston on the mission trip a few weeks ago. This year’s
mission trip has really stuck with me and I keep reflecting on certain moments from our trip when I’m driving around Wilmington and encountering people struggling with hunger. While in Boston we learned a lot
about the community who are homeless and those who are struggling to live in a lower economic bracket.
The church we served in Boston knew that the community struggled to find access to fresh vegetables. As a
response, they turned their unused space into a food forest. This means that they grew vegetables that
members of the community could simply walk up and pick. This was a direct way that Old West UMC could
turn the community into a food forest instead of a food desert. You may have heard the term food desert
before. A food desert is an urban area that lacks access to affordable fresh food. If you were to look on a
map around Old West you’d see that there are a Whole Foods just around the corner. While Whole Foods
does provide fresh food, it’s not a store known for its affordability. The Whole Foods serves the community
of commuters who work in the city but leave to go home in the evening. Our students encountered a way
that church can help to meet needs of the community while doing it responsibly.
Because Old West is in downtown Boston, the soil was unusable for gardening. Old West has been going
through a process of soil remediation. They are slowly working to get rid of the chemicals and metals that
come from years of being an urban environment. While it’s a small section of land, they are working to return it to a natural state that is suitable for growing and caring for creation. If you’re a home gardener or
thinking about installing a play set, I highly recommend that you test the quality of your soil. The University
of Delaware has a soil testing program. You can purchase a kit online at http://extension.udel.edu/dstp/.

Courtyard and Columbarium
You may have noticed some that our courtyard had a minor face lift this summer. We were able to take
care of the fountain that was constantly in need of repair. We also added lighting to the columbarium.
The original lighting for the columbarium was no longer working and if you were to visit the columbarium
in the evening it was much harder to see. We used some of the funds from the columbarium to improve
the area in the courtyard to improve our columbarium. You are always welcome to visit our columbarium
during office hours, but if that is not possible you can contact me, Adam West to schedule an appointment for non-office hours. The next time you’re at Aldersgate, I highly encourage you to spend a few
minutes in or looking out at our courtyard. The new plantings that were done last fall, along with the
fountain and lighting really make our courtyard a relaxing and reflective space. Our columbarium is decorated with flowers four times a year. The next two times will be All Saints and Christmas. Also, if you have
questions about our columbarium I would be more than happy to talk with you about them.

Adam West

Share the Journey
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Music Ministry
Dave Lockhart

Have you ever thought you might like to sing in the Chancel Choir? I would like to invite you to come and
give us a try for a month or so. If you decide that singing with us is enjoyable and fulfilling, you can join
us for the year. If not, we’ll enjoy you for the weeks you’re with us. Everyone is welcome, but we need
more men - both basses and tenors. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to give me a call: David
Lockart - 302-444-4423.
We welcome Mark Sobol as our new organist. Mark comes to us from nearby Trinity Presbyterian
Church, where he was the Director of Music for many years. During the week Mark is a music educator
in Philadelphia. He begins on September 3rd. One of Mark’s duties is leading the Arts at Aldersgate concert series, and he has some exciting musical events planned that you won’t want to miss. We give
thanks for the musical leadership of Bryan Holton, our interim organist, who has been outstanding in
providing musical leadership during the summer months.

Dear Aldersgate United Methodist Church members,
I am truly blessed to introduce myself as your new organists/pianist. I am planning to continue the wonderful musical traditions at the Aldersgate and am humbled to collaborate with your wonderful pastoral staff
and great musicians and colleagues David Lockart and Janet Atwater.
Additionally, I will be administering and growing the Arts at Aldersgate Concert Series. We already
have some very exciting events scheduled. The first concert will take place on October 1st, 2017 and will
feature music of different genres, from Baroque to Broadway to jazz, featuring my jazz trio. Our second
concert, on November 12th, will be very special as Aldersgate welcomes a renowned violinist, Juliette
Kang. Ms. Kang has performed with many major orchestras and currently serves as an associate concertmaster of the Philadelphia Orchestra. https://www.philorch.org/about/musicians/juliette-kang#/
I already feel welcome in this wonderful community and I sincerely thank you all for your warm
words of encouragement and praise. I am certain that with your love and support for our music program,
and Arts at Aldersgate, we will flourish. I welcome your letters with suggestions and encouragements.

Sincerely,

Mark Sobol
Share the Journey
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Finance Committee
John Prince

Finance at a Glance – July 2017
As of the beginning of July Ist (John Prince) volunteered to accept the chair of the Finance Team and I wanted
to provide an update of our church finances.
July 1st started our new fiscal year that will run through the end of June 2018. There will be no impact on
contribution statements as we have the capability to report on a calendar year basis for your income tax reporting. From an accounting standpoint, we had a 6-month year (Jan. to June 2017) for the transition.
For the new fiscal year, we created a budget of income and expenses which I want to share with you. As you
can see from these charts, most of our income comes from our members (contributions) while most of the
expenses are for salaries and benefits for our employees plus the maintenance and upkeep of the church facility.
As we proceed into the fall, we will be again implementing another stewardship campaign. We will be grappling with a split year for pledges so expect to hear more on this in the future.
For the month of July 2017, we ended on a positive note. Contributions were up over July of last year and we
thank you for supporting the missions and ministries of our church. We are blessed that the expenses for July
were significantly less than a year ago and yet we have accomplished many of the Trustee’s projects.

Thank

We received 42 books at the end of the April Rumyou
mage Sale. Putting desirable books into the hands of
our students can be expensive, so we appreciate all
the donations that benefit our K-8 school (Kuumba Academy)
and Great Oaks Charter School. We just wanted to let you
know that your generosity was appreciated by library staff
and the students-many of whom have few books at their
homes. Regards, Community Education Building Library
Share the Journey
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I am a recent graduate from Kuumba Academy
and would like to thank you for the books you
have donated to this library. You have saved this
library from spending a ton of money on books
you’ve donated, and I know the students would
love to read the 42 books you’ve sent including Dr.
Seuss, The Cat in the Hat, so again I would like to
thank you for helping this library. Moussa Samake
September 2017

Aldersgate Faith Journeys

Share the Journey

11

September 2017

Aldersgate Faith Journeys
Continued from previous page

Share the Journey

12

September 2017

Aldersgate Faith Journeys
Continued from previous page

Share the Journey

13

September 2017

Aldersgate Faith Journeys
Continued from previous page

Share the Journey

14

September 2017

Aldersgate Faith Journeys
Continued from previous page

Share the Journey

15

September 2017

What’s Inside….
September 10th is Rally Day
At Aldersgate
One Service at 10 am

NEW Fall Schedule Starts September 17th
Journey Service at 9 am in the Auditorium
Sunday School at 10 am

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Bishop’s Message

2

Go Team Message

3

Upcoming Events

4-6

Life Celebrations

7

Caring for Creation/Youth Ministry

8

Music Ministry

9

Finance Committee Report

10

Aldersgate Faith Journeys

11-15

Traditional Service at 9 & 11 am in the Sanctuary

5 Month Alert!! Yes, the 8th annual Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social Evening is only 5
short months away. Save the date … 5 pm, Saturday, January 27, 2018. New mystery
food & prize category to be announced … stay tuned to your Chili Channel.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
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