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The Good News 
 
Reading a devotion recently I encountered an interesting and important assignment. I was  
challenged to write a proclamation of the good news of God’s kingdom. So here’s what I wrote: 
  
Hey, Hey everyone!! Listen up!! 
I just can’t wait to tell you something. I have the best news. God loves 
you. Do you know what that means? It means that there is a light at the 
end of the tunnel. No matter what you’re facing in this world, there is 
something super-terrific waiting for you. 
 
If you are in the midst of the toughest struggle of your life, it won’t last. 
God’s love for you, however, will never end. If you are in the midst of the 
most joyous time of your life, rejoice even more because this time will 
dim in comparison to what God has in mind for you. You see, this  
wonderful love that I’m talking about and this beautiful plan for you is found in the Kingdom of 
God and this Kingdom is available to everyone and anyone who will put their trust in God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Sounds too good to be true, doesn’t it? It’s not, though. Jesus came into this world to save us 
from all of the messes in which we keep finding ourselves. Jesus is the ultimate “get out of jail 
free” card. He doesn’t charge you anything to free you from your wrongdoings. He paid that bill 
already. The only thing He asks is that you devote your life to Him and believe in Him fully. If you’ll 
ask him into your life and give your heart over to Him, He’ll fill you with love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness & self-control. These are the wonderful fruits that 
God’s Holy Spirit offers to His believers. Imagine getting gifts like those without having to pay a 
cent! Come on, join me in following the one true Redeemer, the Prince of Peace, the Wonderful 
Counselor, the King of Kings, Jesus the Christ! 
 
Are you able to share the Good News with a friend or even a stranger? Sure you are! For some, 
though, it may take some practice to get the words out right. Not all of us can easily rattle off 
these words about our Lord. I would like to challenge each of you to try this assignment and write 
out your own proclamation. It will not only help you understand what you believe in but it will 
prepare you for the time when you run into somebody that desperately needs to hear those  
precious words. When you get it done, send me a copy at 
Chris.pennington@aldersgatede.org 

I’d love to read yours. 
Grace and peace to you! 

Pastor Chris  

mailto:Chris.pennington@aldersgatede.org
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Church Family, 
  
I’m praying you are enjoying a blessed fall so far! In college, in the DEEP south, we used to say that “the moon has turned 
into a football”. For some of us, football marks a favorite time of year. For others, it’s the changing of the leaves, the  
cooler temperatures, or perhaps apple picking. Regardless, there are always signs of change at this time of year. The 
church is no different. We have transitioned from our somewhat “laid back” summer season to a return to robust activity, 
including our music programs, Sunday School, children’s and youth activities, and more. 
  
Our focus in worship has been on the importance of leaving a legacy of faith in action.  It is important that we consider 
what we want our church to look like after we are gone. It is equally important then, that we have a vehicle for turning 
those desires into actions. So, later in this month of October, we will turn our focus in worship to the idea of Covenant. 
Specifically, we will look at the five-fold covenant we make when we join the church, to FAITHFULLY participate in its  
ministries by our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness. 
  
While God is everlasting, and God’s church will not cease until Jesus’ return, we are the vehicle through which God desires 
to work in the community. Upholding this covenant is a practical way by which we say “Yes God, I agree with you, and 
want the things that You want.” My prayer for us all this season is that we will take seriously the call to discipleship at 
Aldersgate, and we will prioritize God’s purposes over our own desires. 
  
Looking ahead, make sure you have set aside Sunday, December 11, at 2:00 pm, for our annual Christmas Concert. This 
program will last approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes and is a GREAT opportunity to invite someone to church. Make 
plans now, and help us to fill the Sanctuary for An Aldersgate Christmas 2022! 
  
Finally, your attendance update, through September 11, the most recent Sunday  
before the submission deadline: 
  
8/21/22 9:00 81 11:00 73 Online 40 Total 194 
8/28/22 9:00 76 11:00 68 Online 28 Total 172 
9/4/22 9:00 61 11:00 56 Online 104 Total 221 
9/11/22 (Rally Day) 10:00 179 Online 32 Total 211 
  
Blessings, 

Pastor Rob 

Volunteers Needed 1 Hour per Month to Help 

Distribute Food Boxes 

When:  Friday October 28th at 12:30 p.m. 

Where: Aldersgate UMC parking lot 

Bring:  A bottle of water 

 

Since May, Aldersgate has been participating with other 

local churches to distribute free food boxes provided by the 

Longwood Foundation’s HOPP ministry to anyone in need. 

We could use volunteers to hold signs up curbside during 

the event, place boxes in vehicles, and direct cars to the 

distribution point.   

 

Signup at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp or just come by the event to 
help. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp
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We are dedicated to provide a safe, loving, fun, early childhood ministry experience for 
the community! Aldersgate Preschool is so blessed to offer classes with limited children 
attending each day and so blessed with our fabulous dedicated teachers who make it all 
work. Of course we have the COVID-19 Requirements for Licensed Child Care in place 
for everyone’s safety which includes: staggered arrival, social distancing, small class  
sizes with two teachers, lots of hand washing, lots of cleaning and sanitizing, optional 
mask wearing for all teachers and for all children 2 years of age and older. We are going 
to be as safe and healthy as we can!  We might have one spot left for your child! Enroll your child by checking out the  
Aldersgate Preschool page on www.aldersgatede.org  
 
TODDLER Class (18 month old -2 year old children) choice of: Monday/Wednesday/Friday , we are FULL-Tuesday/Thursday 
and Pre-Kindergarten Class (3 and 4 year old children) choice of: Tuesday/Thursday,  we are FULL-Monday/Wednesday/
Friday.  
 
We love our children and would love a long list of excellent substitutes, too! Contact Sharon Jennelly, Director of  
Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool, Office: (302) 478-2575, ext. 118 Cell: (302) 562-5808,   

 sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org for the details.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 
We had a fabulous start to the Children’s Sunday School 
program for K-5th graders on September 18! We were 
blessed to welcome two ‘new’ teachers and can always 
have more included in this most important ministry!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please know everyone of ALL ages are welcome to Sunday 
School 10:10 a.m.-10:50 a.m. each Sunday, there is a class 
for you! 

Hayride and Bonfire 
Sunday  

OCTOBER 16 
 

We have a 20 person wagon  
reserved for the Annual Hayride and Bonfire at Bellevue 
State Park on Sunday, October 16 at 5 p.m. with a bonfire 
to follow at 6-7 p.m.  
 
Contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org for the limited 
sign ups. ($10/person).  

RALLY DAY LUNCH THANK YOU  
Thank you to all the Rally Day Helpers/

Setup/Cleanup crew -Sandy Anderson, Amy 

Honisch, Laura Honisch, Rachael Jennelly, 

Ron Romine, Susan Schrank, Kyle Smith, Re-

becca Townsend, Mark & Mary Jean  

Wichmann, (hope I didn’t forget anyone!) and especially 

John Jennelly for grilling all the hamburgers and hot dogs 

this year! The Rally Day was such a successful fellowship 

event welcoming so many back to church, even with the 

inside delicious picnic/potluck with all those deviled 

eggs! We do hope to be outside next year with a huge 

slide for all to enjoy, all depending on the weather.  
Sharon Jennelly 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Rally Day SOS (Saturday of Service), September 10 

Starting 
the day 
with  
fellowship 
and prayer 

The Work Team 

Taking down a tree 

Painting 
youth  

hallway 

Cleaning  out the shed 

Making fleece  
blankets for foster 
children 

Urban Promise Team 

Urban Promise 

Yardwork 
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Rally Day Worship Service, Sunday September 11 

Receiving New Members Pastor  

Karen 

Bunnell 

Brass  
Choir and Brass 

Journey Band 

Indoor Picnic Lunch 

Thank You to Staff for 

all they make possible 
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Financial Update  

Our 2022-2023 Stewardship Scorecard  

 

 

 

August Scorecard 

  

The past several updates from the Finance Committee have been full of numbers.  Let’s think about something else.  In 
researching how we can work to place Aldersgate on a better financial footing, we have searched the Internet, read  
articles available from the UMC and many other sources. We have started to examine the data we have for Aldersgate, 
UMC averages, and donors in our area. In doing so, we maintain confidentiality by never having any names available.  
Susan Schranck assigns random numbers for data. Our Servant Keeper software, that tracks donations, has very limited 
access to personal information. The Finance Committee has no access. This information will help us better understand 
Aldersgate’s giving patterns. It will help explain why we beat every giving goal for identified projects (Harvest Food Bank, 
Children’s Plays, Mission trips to name a few) and struggle to pay the monthly bills (salaries, maintenance,  
apportionment).   

Then it hit me, another blinding flash of the obvious.  It’s not just about resources.  It’s about the heart and where we see 
our donated resources being allocated. Reviewing all the Bible stories (particularly in the New Testament), who makes the 
biggest impression on us, the rich or the poor?  Wealth has nothing to do with it. It is all about what the heart motivates 
Jesus’ friends to do.   

So, what does this mean for Aldersgate’s finances?  None of us on the Finance Committee have voiced any interest in 
hard core sales pitches. We all know that would fall flat from the first Sunday, and it should. Count on us to examine and 
support financial giving as part of our resource commitment. There are miracles happening from what is currently  
donated. We will showcase those, as we work to shore up the platform we need to do this work (staff, building, teaching 
resources and care for all in our Aldersgate family).  

We ask our church family to pray for Aldersgate, seeking the time, talents, and resources that we need to build our  
ministries. Thank you for your continued support and prayers.  

Bob Reis,  Finance Committee   

August Income (all sources):   $83,153.89 

July Expenses:    $91.822.05  

Thankfully, the weather is changing. As fall approaches, your 
Caring for Creation team is reviving Fall Cleanup Day on  
October 22, 2022 from 9 to noon. All are invited to help 
spruce up the gardens at Aldersgate. We will be planting  
perennials, trimming & weeding. Let's enjoy a morning of  
fellowship, as we tend to God's creation. 
 

We would also like to make you aware of our Plastic Bag  
Collection. Since only 8.7% of plastic is truly recycled, we are 
collecting bags to give to EcoPlastics DE. They turn them into 
beautiful park benches, picnic tables, raised garden beds, etc. 
We are collecting any #2,4,5 plastic bags: grocery bags,  
Amazon plastic mailers, small Wawa sandwich bags, bread/
roll wrappers, plastic clothing bags from online orders, etc. 
Look on our Collection box for examples. These plastic bags 
will not end up in the landfill! Our collection box is located in 
the foyer.  

Giving Budgeted for July 2022- June 2023 Giving through August, 2022 Giving Remaining through July, 2023 

$771,816.28      $72,211.41 $699,604.87   90.7% 
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UWF Visit to Barratt’s Chapel 

Barratt's Chapel is the oldest surviving church building in the United States 

built by and for Methodists  

October 12th 

meet at church 9:15 a.m. and return mid-afternoon 

guided tour, visit to the cemetery, opportunity to stop for lunch 

 https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/r1wvqfue1gr61j9/                               
    drivers needed! 

WHALEY 

From Your Lay Leaders– Reach Out 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

I've been reflecting on our Rally Day weekend, and I found it to be very  
uplifting and rewarding. As a member of the  congregation I really appreciate 
all the efforts that went into planning and implementing the weekend’s  
activities and service on Sunday.   

The meaningful Day of Service on Saturday was a great opportunity for us to rally in service - there was something for all 
of us.! On Sunday, Aldersgate’s good friend, Rev Karen Bunnell, shared a wonderful message about  
rallying - coming together again. The scripture from Luke highlighted the joy that can be experienced in finding  
something or someone that was lost. Rev Bunnell gave us some challenges; one of them was for us to reach out to 
someone whom we haven’t  seen for awhile to say hello, we are thinking of you!  I know I’m going to do that! And I hope 
you all will too!   
 
If you want to contact Sharon or Anne, you can email us at layleader@aldersgatede.org 

If you have a prayer request, please send it to our newly reinstated Aldersgate Prayer Chain at 
praylist@aldersgatede.org 

 
Blessings to all.  Anne and Sharon  

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
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Children’s Sunday School Classes 
All Classes Begin at 10:10 a.m. 

NURSERY   (Room 116)                                                                                     Led by Atiya Siddiqui or Marina Jahan  
This is an opportunity to have your child cared for while you spend an hour in adult Bible study, getting into God’s word, good  
discussion, some fun, and fellowship, meeting folks that you may not even know. 
 

2, 3, & 4 YEAR OLDS   (Room 116)                                                
This will be a fun time for your preschool age children. They will discover the love of Jesus through the Bible stories, games, and  
activities, together with their friends!  We celebrate with singing and dancing at the end of each class. 
 

ADVENTURERS 
KINDERGARTEN - FIFTH GRADE  (Room 137)        Led by Sharon Jennelly or Amy Honisch 
Combined to start, Kindergarten through Second Grade will separate after the beginning program. They will discover the love of Jesus 
through the Bible stories, games, and activities, together with their friends!    
 

Youth Sunday School Class 
 

6th – 12th GRADE (Student Ministry Center)                                    Led by Emily Green and Sharon Owens 
Meet each week and explore a passage of scripture through interactive games, activities, and discussion. Come join us as we grow our 
faith and develop friendships while having a lot of fun! 
 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
ALPHA TO OMEGA   (237)                                                                      Led by Jack Smith 
Immersion in the Word - This fall, the class will begin an in-depth study of the letters that Paul wrote to the church at Corinth.  It is the 
most extensive correspondence between Paul and one of his churches that is contained in the New Testament.   We will look at the  
challenges faced by that church community, and seek to understand how Paul's words addressing their struggles and various faith ques-
tions can be applied to the challenges facing the church in our time. 
 

GENERATION GO   (Room 236)                                                    Led by Cheryl & Brian Merritt 
As the name implies, Generation Go caters largely to parents “on the go,” however all are welcome to attend class. Brian and I typically 
choose 4 – 6 week long DVD based studies with a 10 – 20 minute video message which is followed by class discussion of the topic  
presented. Studies do not require any advanced prep, so drop in, visitors are always welcome! 
 

THE EXPLORERS (Library)                                                               Led by Rob McFarland and Bert Diemer  
Join Pastor Rob and Bert Diemer as we explore the classics of Christian literature, and help each other grow in our walk with Christ by 
learning about the giants of our faith!  We will work together through writers and books that will challenge us, help us grow, and give us 
historical perspective on our Christian walk.  Come explore with us! 
 

 

LOVE DOES   (Room 122)                                                                   Led by Ryan & Nitasha Smith 
We are a group of young adults that meet weekly for faith studies and fellowship. Our focus is to strengthen our faith foundation and 
relationships as we navigate life with growing families. Members of this group take turns facilitating lessons, planning social events, and 
providing outreach opportunities. This group organizes one of Aldersgate’s largest outreach ministries, Christmas Joy! Christmas Joy is 
an Aldersgate ministry where church members donate holiday gifts and needed items to those in need in the Wilmington area through 
various organizations. 
 

      Day Time Bible Studies 

CRAZY LADIES OF ALDERSGATE   (Room 237)                              Led by Betsy Diemer 
Tuesdays 10:30 to 11:30 AM - Fourth Tuesday 9:30 to 10:30 AM 
Yes, we’re crazy! Crazy for the Lord! Crazy to learn more about living a Christian life! We’re a fun group of women enjoying reading, 
studying and chatting. As we get close to the end of a study we all search for books that may be of interest to the group and we decide 
as a group what our next book will be. If you are interested in joining us, contact Betsy Diemer at 302-762-6759 or 
betsydiemer@comcast.net. 
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Groups to Join 
Methodist Men of Faith and Action                    Led by Walt Smith 
Calling all men to participate in our new men's group whose focus will be fellowship and service. Meetings will be held every third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 pm in Room 236. Light refreshments will be served. Call Walt Smith at 302-858-2039 for more information.  
 

United Women in Faith - The mission of United Women in Faith (UWF) is to connect and nurture all women so they can inspire, 

influence and impact local and global communities.   We bear witness to God’s love by acting to change unfair policies and systems 
that harm women, children, and youth from racial and gender injustice, to economic inequality, climate issues and more. Here at  
Aldersgate, our primary local mission target is Neighborhood House, Inc.  We also support Camp Pecometh and other local  
organizations that serve women, children, and youth. We are organized into Circles. Circles meet regularly, allowing members to  
establish meaningful relationships with other women at Aldersgate.   Women from other churches are also welcome to participate and 
being a Methodist is not required.  Our current circles are: 

 Esther 

o Sherie Stiles, Leader 
o Meets Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m.  

 Hannah / Multi-tasking Moms 
o Stacie DiGiacoma, Leader 

o Project-based meeting times  

 Sarah 
o Ellen Leonzio, Leader 

o Meets Second Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 
Circles take on special projects throughout the year to earn money and run food/supply drives. Sometimes all members work together 
on things like the Cookie Walk, which is one of our major fundraisers.  Working on these special projects is fun and helps us get to 
know each other better! We have approximately 75 members.  Chances are some of your Aldersgate friends are already in a circle.  If 
you’re not sure which circle would be a good fit for you, please ask Sherie Stiles, Stacie DiGiacoma, Ellen Leonzio, or Martha Weldin.  
Or, perhaps you are already a member of a circle but haven’t been active due to other commitments.  We’d love to have you back! We 
are committed to inclusivity, action, and impact.  Please consider joining (or re-joining) us this fall! You will find that spending a few 
hours each month with other women, working together to improve life for others is rewarding and enjoyable! 
 

Caring for Creation        Led by Janet Taylor-Smith 
Following God's directive to care for his creation, the newly revived team is back in action. We spruce up gardening areas around the 
church. We also discover ways to repurpose items that would have gone into the landfill. We are currently meeting the 2nd  
Thursday of the month at 2:00 PM in room 236. We may have a week night starting in the Fall to accommodate those who are  
working during the day. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES      Led by Pastor Rob McFarland 
If God has given you a desire to sing, or play your instrument, and lead others in worship, we have a place for you! Our Chancel Choir 

rehearses Wednesday nights at 7:30 in the Music Center, and sings most weeks in the 11:00 service. The Journey Band rehearses most 

Thursday nights at 6:00 in the Sanctuary, and leads worship each week at the 9:00 service.  

Advent Study 

Led by Pastor Chris Pennington              Starting November 30, 2022                 Wednesdays 11:00 to 12:00 p.m.               
 

Upcoming Events  
 

Family Movie Night – November 18, 6 - 8:30 PM. More info to come. 

 

Advent Workshop, November 27 -  We will gather after Sunday school at 11:30 AM to make Christmas crafts.  

 

UMW Cookie Walk – Saturday, December 10. More information to follow!  

 

An Aldersgate Christmas Concert- Sunday, December 11, at 2:00 PM. More information to come! 
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Andrew Keith Harding, 

son of Paige and John Harding.    

September 18, 2022 

 
 

Adam and Amy Gibbs  Oct 1 6 years 

Kevin and Cheryl Botbyl  Oct 5 26 years 

Don and Mary Blythe  Oct 6 49 years 

David and Amber Werner  Oct 6 4 years 

John and Kate Carlson  Oct 8 18 years 

Mike and BJ Houser                         Oct 9   51 years 

David and Gail Simpson  Oct 10 35 years 

Jim and Pamela Armistead  Oct 12 37 years 

Ron and Phoebe Smith  Oct 15 67 years 

Craig and Katie Spangler  Oct 16 12 years 

Jim and Kerry Halbedl  Oct 17 13 years 

Owen and Kitty Lugar  Oct 17 58 years 

Sam and Jennifer Davison  Oct 18 8 years 

Jonathan and Natalie Dyke  Oct 20 32 years 

Willis and Martha Weldin  Oct 21 28 years 

Aaron and Jessica Blythe  Oct 22 17 years 

Joe and Barbara Seningen  Oct 23 40 years 

Anant and Leighanne Bhushan  Oct 24 24 years 

Kelly and Janeen Ernst  Oct 28 16 years 

Scott and Eliza Lugar  Oct 28 27 years 

Peter and Lisa Lugar  Oct 31 24 years 

Our combined donations, with St Mary Magdalen  

provide support to eight Wilmington-area food 

pantries including Neighborhood House,  

Ezion-Mt. Carmel, St. Patrick’s Center, and Jewish 

Family Services.  

Please prayerfully consider a generous donation. 

Last year, we donated $9,700, and we are so 

grateful for your contributions. THANK YOU! This 

year you will have three ways to donate: 

• For those wishing to donate food, bring your 

non-perishable donation to the church on or 

before October 2nd.  

• For those donating with a check, make the 

check out to Aldersgate UMC and write 

“Harvest Food” in the memo line. 

• You can make an on-line financial donation 

by visiting http://aldersgatede.org/donate. 

We also need help delivering the food on Monday 

morning, October 3rd. If you would like to help for 

1-2 hours, please contact Henry Daum at 

daumhf@comcast.net. 

 REMINDER 

 

 

Harvest Food  Collection 

Sunday, October 2 

Welcome to our new Members 

On Rally Day Sunday, 5 new members joined 

Aldersgate and were welcomed into the 

church family.  

(from left to right) 

Elaine Chester 

Carol Mason 

Michalene Williams 

Nancy Eder 

Jocelyn McCord 

Welcomed by Lay Leader, Sharon Owens 

 

http://aldersgatede.org/donate


Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Pastor Rob’s Message 2 

Men’s Group 2 

HOPP Food Box Distribution 2 

Children’s Ministry and Preschool 3 

Rally Day Weekend Pictures 4 - 5 

Finance Update 6 

Caring for Creation 6 

United Women in Faith 7 

Lay Leaders 7 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 8 

Fall Faith Journey 9 - 10 

Life Events 11 

Harvest Food Collection 11 

New Members  11 

Upcoming Events 

Harvest Food Drive - Sunday, October 2 
UWF Trip to Barratt’s Chapel - Wednesday, October 12 

Hayride - Sunday, October 16 
Men’s Group -  Tuesday, October 18 
Fall Clean-up - Saturday, October 22 

Hopp Food Box Distribution - Friday, October 28 
Trunk or Treat - Saturday, October 29 

Worship Schedule  

In-Person and Live Streamed  

    9 a.m. Contemporary Service in Sanctuary 

11 a.m. Traditional Service in Sanctuary 
Live Streamed at 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/ .     

***If you do not have Facebook: Click link and choose the option of 

“NOT NOW”  to be taken to the live feed. 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede and hit SUBSCRIBE! 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/
http://www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede

