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 Aldersga  e  
  A significant place where disciples are made 

October, 2020 

 
Greetings Aldersgate family, 
 
To open up the church for in-person worship or to not open up the church, that has 
been the question!  
 
The Lead Team has been grappling with this question at monthly meetings since the 
closure of the church for in-person worship. We met on Wednesday,  September 16th 
and had another robust conversation. We came to the conclusion that we would like 
to set a tentative date for opening for in-person worship of November 8.  We are 
thankful for all who participated in the survey and shared their thoughts.  The  
concerns you have shared will be taken into consideration. We will be distributing in 
the coming weeks a document that will describe in great detail our policies,  
procedures, and protocols for in-person worship.   The safety of you and your family 
are and will continue to be of utmost importance as we come together again as the 
body of Christ inside our church.  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 

Pastor Chris 
  

 

Will 
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 Finance Update 
 
True story- I used to think the operating budget at Aldersgate was confusing and scary.  Well, that’s no 
longer the case for me, but I am certainly still learning.  Our operating budget is large and has many lines, 
but the big picture is easy to understand. 
  

This spring, our Finance Committee recommended keeping this year’s operating budget (July 2020-June 2021) the same 
as last year’s.  The reason was simple- with so much uncertainty during these times we decided to be safe.  We also  
recommended that all committees with the exception of SPRC be prepared to make 5-10% cuts if needed (we are very  
confident that this will not need to happen).  This budget proposal was presented to the Lead Team and accepted. 
  
Our total operating budget for Aldersgate is $633,540.  Of that, the breakdown is roughly: 
 

·  Worship & Outreach (Gather, Go, Grow): 16% 

·  Aldersgate the building: 33% 

·  SPRC: 42% 

·  Apportionment: 9% 

Now more than ever your giving is making a huge impact.  If you have not signed up for ACH giving, online/text giving, or 
other opportunities I encourage you to do so.  Please let me know if you have any questions on how to give. 
  

On behalf of your Aldersgate Finance Team, I thank you for your prayers, generosity, and support.  Words cannot  
describe how much your giving is appreciated. 
  

Your Brother in Christ, 
Taber Smith 

From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 
Fall is definitely in the air! Even if the weather hadn’t gotten cooler, 

all the political advertisements, flyers, calls, etc. have made it clear that the season has changed.  

I found myself reading the Advocating for Justice page of the Pen-Del conference as a way to stay in touch with what the 
Church is doing to end social injustice. I was surprised to see a section in “How We Serve” on elections and voting. I had 
not thought that the Church would have guidance on elections, as separation of Church and State is one the building 
blocks of the Constitution.  
 

The article I read provided a background and insight that I had never thought about. In the article it states how  
important it is for us to put our faith in action by “engaging candidates, encouraging participation, selecting  
representatives, and voting on ballot initiatives”. Realization struck that as a Christian, it is my duty to vote for the  
candidates that best represent my beliefs and who will work for the people.  
 

The pandemic is making it potentially more difficult for everyone’s vote to be counted. I encourage everyone to plan 

now on how you will voting come November 3, whether it is mail-in or in person. It’s important that your voice is heard, 

no matter the candidates you support.  
 

Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

Let Your Voice be Heard! 
VOTE 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/143
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A Note from Pastor Tony 

 

Dear Friends,  

During the upcoming weeks in our attempts to serve you better, please alert the 

Church office if you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital. The faster we are 

alerted to the situation the quicker we can respond with the proper  

ministerial care. 

Secondly, yet just as important if you need a call or want to update your condition or 

status please feel free to contact the church office or myself  by email. 

I look forward to serving you in person or over the airwaves. May the Lord bless you and keep you. Amen.  

Pastor Tony 

When you receive this month’s Messenger Aldersgate Preschool may have had our first day of preschool on  
Monday, September 28th  ! We have worked very hard to re-open safely during such challenging times. We are 
dedicated to provide this safe, loving, early childhood ministry experience for the community! We do realize it 
will be a bit different this year. We are blessed to offer two classes with limited children attending each day. We 
are also blessed with our fabulous dedicated teachers that make it all work. Of course we have the COVID-19 
Phase 2 Requirements for Licensed Child Care in place for everyone’s safety which includes: arrival screening 
with temperature check/questionnaires, social distancing, small class sizes with two teachers, lots of hand  
washing, lots of cleaning and sanitizing, required mask wearing for teachers and encouraged mask wearing for all 
children 2 years of age. We are going to be safe and healthy! 
  
We might have one spot left for your child! Enroll your child for the limited family class units by checking out the 
Aldersgate Preschool page on www.aldersgatede.org 

  
TODDLER Class (18 month old -2 year old children) choice of: 
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday 
  
Pre-Kindergarten Class (3 and 4 year old children) choice of: 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday-Friday 

  
We love our children and would love a long list of excellent substitutes, too! Contact 
Sharon Jennelly, Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool, Office: (302) 
478-2575, ext. 118  Cell: (302) 562-5808 sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org for details. 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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     Trustee Happenings 

 

To paraphrase one line from a song made famous by Nancy Sinatra, “Well, these floors were made for 

walking, and that’s just what you’ll do…ONE OF THESE DAYS…!”   

The first two weeks of September saw an incredible flurry of activity as a major portion of the  

downstairs was transformed from old blue and white tile and, in some cases, VERY old brown tile, to a refreshingly 

bright and clean LVT (luxury vinyl tile) product.  The new floor extends from the blue doors by the nursery, down the 

hall to the ramp at the far end of the building and down the hall to the steps that lead into Fellowship Hall.  Rooms 

122, 130, and 132 had the same flooring installed.  What a transformational difference!  We are eager for the time 

when we can welcome you back into the building so you can see it for yourself in person, but for now, here are a few 

pictures of the area.            

Also, please note that the Trustees have voted to discontinue offering the paper recycling and clothing drop bins on 

our property.  We realize this has been a service many of you have used in the past, but due to continued abuses 

and reduced pick-up services by the companies, these bins have become problematic and have been abused by the 

community.  We appreciate your eagerness to recycle and provide clothing for our veterans and hope that you will 

continue to utilize other drop boxes in the area.  
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UMW Pecan and Chocolate Orders  

UMW is selling Whaley fresh picked pecans 
in one-pound bags of halves and pieces. The 
prices have not yet been set as the pecans 

have not yet been harvested. We will know by mid-October what this year’s 
prices will be. The fresh and delicious pecans will be delivered in early  
November.  
Something new this year - we will also be selling dark chocolate wafers in one-pound bags-
great for dipping, candy making, coating, or snacking.  
Proceeds from pecan and chocolate sales benefit UMW missions for women and children.  

This year all sales will be done by preorder only.  Order online at  

https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/umw-pecan-and-chocolate-orders/ or contact Laura Parrish 
at 302-477-1718 or lfpkd73@gmail.com. You will be notified regarding safe pick-up/delivery 
in early November when the fresh pecans arrive.   

 
UMW Pledges  

If you have not turned in your UMW pledges, please do so by October 15th. Pledges can be 
mailed directly to our UMW treasurer, Sharon Owens. Sharon’s address is listed in the  
Aldersgate Directory. Checks should be made payable to Aldersgate UMW. 

 
UMW Social Action 

United Methodist Women are deeply committed to the ongoing work of racial justice. We seek 
to be in right relationship with one another. We work together for the transformation of church 
and world, following the teaching and example of Jesus Christ. Visit https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice to find out more. 

 
 Reminder 

UMW Fall General Meeting 

September 28, 7 p.m. 

Via ZOOM 

 

This is the link to use to join the 
meeting on the 28th. 

https://zoom.us/j/4099767506?

pwd=Nk9KSHVnUmh3dVZZZmtFMEp6MEcrZz09 

Meeting ID: 409 976 7506 

Passcode: Aldersgate 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,4099767506#,,,,,,0#,,7212905994# U

S (Chicago) 

+19292056099,,4099767506#,,,,,,0#,,7212905994# U

S (New York) 

https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/umw-pecan-and-chocolate-orders/
tel:302-477-1718
mailto:lfpkd73@gmail.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
https://zoom.us/j/4099767506?pwd=Nk9KSHVnUmh3dVZZZmtFMEp6MEcrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/4099767506?pwd=Nk9KSHVnUmh3dVZZZmtFMEp6MEcrZz09
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Our new Youth Planning Committee here at Aldersgate is an opportunity for high school students to take a leadership 
role in planning service projects. Our very first group has been working diligently to create a School Supplies Drive to 
benefit Urban Promise Wilmington, a Christian organization who could use extra support as they reopen amidst 
COVID-19. Our youth and Urban Promise would love your support with this school supplies drive. Check out the info 
from the youth below! 
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Donald Zipse   August 21 

Richard Colgate   August 24 

Charles Pierce   September 3 

Adam and Amy Gibbs  Oct 1 4 years 

Kevin and Cheryl Botbyl  Oct 5 24 years 

Don and Mary Blythe  Oct 6 47 years 

David and Amber Werner  Oct 6 2 years 

John and Kate Carlson  Oct 8 16 years 

Mike and BJ Houser                         Oct 9   49 years 

David and Gail Simpson  Oct 10 33 years 

Jim and Pamela Armistead  Oct 12 35 years 

Greg and Jennifer Xenakes  Oct 12 24 years 

Ron and Phoebe Smith  Oct 15 65 years 

Craig and Katie Spangler  Oct 16 10 years 

Jim and Kerry Halbedl  Oct 17 11 years 

Owen and Kitty Lugar  Oct 17 56 years 

Sam and Jennifer Davison  Oct 18 6 years 

Jonathan and Natalie Dyke  Oct 20 30 years 

Willis and Martha Weldin  Oct 21 26 years 

Aaron and Jessica Blythe  Oct 22 15 years 

Joe and Barbara Seningen  Oct 23 38 years 

Anant and Leighanne Bhushan  Oct 24 22 years 

Kelly and Janeen Ernst  Oct 28 14 years 

Scott and Eliza Lugar  Oct 28 25 years 

Peter and Lisa Lugar  Oct 31 22 years 

Because of COVID-19, Aldersgate will be collecting 

financial donations rather than non-perishable 

food items.  We believe providing a financial gift 

will be much safer for you; it will also protect the 

volunteers from risks associated with collecting, 

organizing, and delivering food items. 

By receiving financial donations, the food closets 

will be able to purchase what they need.  It is our 

hope to help provide support to various food pan-

tries in the Wilmington area including Brandywine 

Community United Methodist Church,  

Neighborhood House, St. Helena’s, St. Patrick’s 

and Ezion-Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church 

Food Pantry.   

Please make checks payable to Aldersgate 

U.M.C. and mail them to 2313 Concord Pike, 

Wilmington, DE 19803.  Make sure you write 

“Harvest Food” in the memo line. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help 

provide emergency food to families in need 

throughout New Castle County and to “. . . 

live out Christ’s teachings as we meet the 

needs of our local . . . community!” 

Please join with your “Go” Team and our 

neighbors at St. Mary Magdalen in this  

especially important mission. 

REMINDER 

Harvest Food  

Collection –  

Sunday, October 4 
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Upcoming Events 

Drive in Movie and Urban Promise Drive Kick-off—October 2  
Harvest Food Collection – October 4 

Temporary Worship Schedule 

Streaming online on Sundays at  

11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

 

Or YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

