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 Aldersga  e  
  A significant place where disciples are made  

The Heart of the Matter 
Tomorrow morning," the surgeon began, "I'll open up your heart..." 
"You'll find Jesus there," the boy interrupted. 
The surgeon looked up, annoyed "I'll cut your heart open," he continued, “to see how much  
damage has been done..." 
"but when you open up my heart, you'll find Jesus in there," said the boy. 
The surgeon looked to the parents, who sat quietly. "When I see how much damage has been 
done, I'll sew your heart and chest back up, and I'll plan what to do next." 
"But you'll find Jesus in my heart. The Bible says He lives there. The hymns all say He lives there. 
You'll find Him in my heart." 
The surgeon had had enough. "I'll tell you what I'll find in your heart. I'll find damaged muscle, low 
blood supply, and weakened vessels. And I'll find out if I can make you well." 
"You'll find Jesus there too. He lives there." 
The surgeon left. 
The surgeon sat in his office, recording his notes from the surgery, ...damaged aorta, damaged 
pulmonary vein, widespread muscle degeneration. No hope for transplant, no hope for cure. 
Therapy: painkillers and bed rest. Prognosis: here he paused, "death within one year." 
He stopped the recorder, but there was more to be said. "Why?" he asked aloud. "Why did You 
do this? You've put him here; You've put him in this pain; and You've cursed him to an early 
death. Why?" 
The Lord answered and said, "The boy, my lamb, was not meant for your flock for long, for he is a 
part of My flock, and will forever be. Here, in My flock, he will feel no pain, and will be comforted 
as you cannot imagine. His parents will one day join him here, and they will know peace, and My 
flock will continue to grow." 
The surgeon's tears were hot, but his anger was hotter. "You created that boy, and You created 
that heart. He'll be dead in months. Why?" 
The Lord answered, "The boy, My lamb, shall return to My flock, for He has done his duty: I did 
not put My lamb with your flock to lose him, but to retrieve another lost lamb." The surgeon 
wept... 
The surgeon sat beside the boy's bed; the boy's parents sat across from him. The boy awoke and 
whispered, "Did you cut open my heart?" 
"Yes," said the surgeon. 
"What did you find?" asked the boy. 
"I found Jesus there," said the surgeon. 
Dear Aldersgate Family, 
The old hymn goes, “In my heart there rings a melody, there rings a melody with heaven's  
harmony; 
In my heart there rings a melody; There rings a melody of love!” 
As we enter this season of fall, I pray that Jesus is living in your heart and that you feel His  
precious love raining down on you day by day. 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chris 
  



Share the Journey   2 October 2019 

Rally Day - September 8 
 

We had perfect weather and wonderful fellowship at the picnic that followed our Rally Day 10 a.m. service on  

September 8. THANK YOU to all of the helpers especially John Jennelly for grilling it all up just right and the setting up/

cleaning up crew–Joe Gladden, Luke Fresconi, Amy Honisch, Ellen Leonzio, Owen Lugar, Nelson Meredith, Laura  

Pickrell, Mark Wichmann and Ron Romine!  
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Wecome to the New Members of the Aldersgate Family  

Christine and Ron Wesley have lived in North Wilmington 

for 25 years. They have 2 children: Alyssa, a recent  

college graduate who lives in Brooklyn NY, and Brant, a 

sophomore at Northeastern University in Boston.  

Christine is an accountant and Ron is both a geologist for 

a large engineering firm and a C-130 Navigator for The DE 

Air National Guard. Ron is a lifelong Methodist; Christine 

was raised Catholic but has been a practicing Methodist 

for 24 years.  We both look forward to growing in our 

faith and discovering new ways to serve God at  

Aldersgate UMC. 

Amy and Adam Gibbs moved to Delaware in 

2013.  We welcomed our daughter Autumn 

last December. We’re looking forward to  

connecting with other local families! 

Andrew and Liz Downing have been married for 

11 years. They both grew up in Wilmington but 

met in Morgantown, WV at West Virginia  

University.  They have three children: Adelyn, 7; 

Myles, 5 and Violet, 2.  They are excited to join 

the Aldersgate family.   
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     What’s Happening with the Trustees? 
 

Summer is over, and programs are in full swing again.  Some 
groups, like the Trustees, though, were busy all through the 
summer.  As Pastor Chris mentioned in his letter several 
weeks ago, the Trustees have delayed several projects due to 
financial constraints.  While the Trustees planned a complete 
overhaul of Room 137, the finances simply will not allow it.  

We are happy to report, however, that MAJOR repairs were made to Room 
137 which will prevent future water damage.  In very simplified terms, holes 
were drilled along the base of the block wall to allow ground water to drain 
into a French drain and flow into a sump pump in the boiler room, and then 
be pumped out of the building into the storm drain.  THAT major part of the  
project is  complete!   
 

Like they say on those infamous television commercials, though, “But wait…
THERE’S MORE!”  The room is still not complete—and this is where YOU can 
serve in a very tangible way.  Drywall needs to be hung and tile needs to be 
set in place.  If you have experience with either of these projects, your help is 
especially needed to help oversee the tasks; however, we also need people 
with teachable minds and willing hands to help complete the project in a 
timely fashion.  Room 137 is an oft-used meeting room for our own church 
groups and community groups, so we would like to complete this project by 
the end of the month.  Please call (302-478-2575) or email (kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org) Kevin Botbyl, Church 
Administrator, if you are eager and willing to help with this project.  We are particularly interested if you have  
experience with spackling and sanding after drywall installation, as this requires some skill! 
 

 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people 
whose lives have been disrupted by war, conflict or natural disaster. UMCOR provides humanitarian  
relief and disaster response to people in more than 80 countries, including the United States. 
 
Current Hurricane Dorian Information  
Please be in prayer for those affected and those helping during this disaster. We all want to reach out 
and help those affected by Hurricane Dorian. Please use current means to help those in need. Send  
donations to our Conference office addressed to UMCOR or directly to UMCOR (UMCOR.org). If sending 
directly to UMCOR please inform our Conference office of your gift for reporting purposes. 
A reminder:  
Please don’t send physical items down to help until they are requested.  
Please don’t respond by driving down to help until the request is made.  
Please remember, ERT’s SHOULD NEVER SELF DEPLOY outside of our Conference Area.  
 
Again, please be in prayer, help by donating to UMCOR and be ready to volunteer to be trained to help. 
UMCOR disaster #982450.  
 
Thank you, may God bless your willingness to help.  

mailto:kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org
http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/churches-dealing-with-disaster
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Dedication of New Choir Robes 

September 15 

 

The choir wore their new choir robes for the first time on 

Sunday, September 15 for the dedication of the robes. 

The new choir robes were given to the glory of God and in 

memory of their beloved grandson, Kyle Bradley Smith 

(1987- 2018) by Phoebe and Ron Smith.  The choir  

commemorated the dedication by performing  

In Remembrance from “Requiem” by Eleanor Daley. 
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Sight & Sound Bus Trip 
Tuesday, November 12,  

11 a.m. “Miracle of Christmas”  
(Departure time from church 

8:30 a.m.) 

 

Aldersgate United Methodist Women are looking f 
orward to visiting Sight & Sound Theatre near  

Lancaster, PA to see the show Miracle of Christmas. A 
Delaware Express bus will pick us up at Aldersgate and 

depart the church by 8:30 a.m. The bus is equipped 
with a restroom, and you are invited to bring snacks/lunch along. We have 35 tickets for the show. The Sight & Sound 
Theatre has concession stands offering snacks, beverages, sandwiches, and salads. We will not be stopping for lunch. 

The cost of the show and bus is $90. UMW has made the arrangements, and we invite others to join us. Seats are 
offered first come/first serve. If you would like to join us, please contact Kathy Daum, daumhf@comcast.net. A check for 

$90 made out to “Aldersgate UMW” confirms your seat! You will be amazed by the scenery and live animals as well as 
the caliber of the performers.  

 

 
UMW Sunday Unwavering Women for Justice 

 Sunday, October 20  
Single Service 10 a.m.  

Guest preacher: Vicky Gordy-Stith  
 

Celebrate the 150th birthday of United  
  Methodists Women with us! Join us for fellowship and Birthday Cake. 

 

UMW Cookie Walk - Saturday, December 14, 9 a.m.  

UMW Circles: 
Esther - Leader - Sherie Stiles, meets second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. 
Hannah - Leader - Staci DiGiacoma, meets for scheduled events 
Martha - Leader - Judy Morton, meets for lunch second Tuesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 
Ruth - Co-Leaders - Pat Overdeer & Elyn Schmitz, meets second Tuesday of the month at 12:30 p.m. 
Sarah - Leader - Ellen Leonzio, meets second Tuesday of month at 7 p.m. 

ROMMEO 

(Retired Old Methodist Men Eating Out) 
 

Looking for fun, fellowship and food? Join us on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Our first lunch on  

September 17 was well attended with good food and great conversation.  Please join us in October. 

Questions?  

Contact  

Doug Devoll - devoll2639@gmail.com  

Dorman Orr- dormano@gmail.com  

John Ciach - jwciach@gmail.com 

Frank Henderson - hendersonhere@verizon.net 

mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
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Passing the Peace 
 
There is a tradition at the 9:00 traditional worship service. It’s called Passing the 
Peace.  After the Prayer of Confession and Assurance, we rise and shake hands or 

hug our neighbors in the pews and greet each other with the words, “Peace be with you” to which we respond “And also 
with you.” 

 
So, what is this Passing the Peace of Christ thing we do every Sunday all about?  Is it an opportunity to greet 

friends or catch up on the latest news?  Well, not really, although a bit of that certainly does happen.  Actually, from the 
beginning, Christians engaged in this practice.  “Peace be with you” is a greeting Jesus himself used with his disciples.  The 
apostle Paul opened each of his letters with the words, “Grace and peace be with you.”  

 
The gesture is simple, but the meaning is profound.  When we give our hands to one another we identify with  

Jesus, who gave his life to make peace with humanity.  What’s more, in the midst of all of our divisions, we symbolize our 
unity in Christ with handshakes and hugs. Likewise when we regularly Pass the Peace we practice God’s call to make every 
effort to maintain the bonds of peace.  

 
So, next Sunday when we Pass the Peace of Christ to one another, the most important thing we will be doing is 

not greeting our friends and neighbors; it will be  offering ourselves and Jesus to each other.  And in that spirit, let’s  
continue to Pass the Peace.             

 
Remember to keep your eyes and ears open in the coming weeks and months for information about how you can 

make a financial pledge to support the ministries of the Church.  The Church relies on you to maintain the Church building 
and to fulfill our mission of “making disciples for the transformation of the world.”       
 

Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship 
at all services, or send a message to us.   

From Your Lay Leaders 
 Ferris Wharton and Sharon Owens 
      layleader@aldersgatede.org 

Lost in Translation? 

Reconciling Ministry Group News 

 

Have you ever thought about what happens to a story when it is translated into languages other 

than the original one? Looking for a copy of War and Peace by Tolstoy in the Delaware State  

Library catalog, you can find six different print versions in English that range from 1455 pages to 

696 pages. All of them claim to be full versions of the story, but we can assume that different 

translators have used different words to tell it! 
 

The translator can play a very important role in how the story gets told as it morphs from the original language to a new 

one. In the article, “Has ‘Homosexual’ Always Been in the Bible?” Ed Oxford looks at the way different versions of the Bible 

translate specific passages. You can click on the link below to get the article, or pick up a print copy of it in the church 

office.   

https://www.forgeonline.org/blog/2019/3/8/what-about-romans-124-27?

fbclid=IwAR3gDFFt2NqcFuxvy14JmqEgN31zLEt7FjSyqcqYrczgwWjoqJoldeLpTFI 
 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, October 17 at 7 p.m. All are welcome to attend. 

 

RM Group Members: Betsy Diemer, Cheryl Merritt, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne Smeltz, Nancy Hough, Anne  

Murray, Judy Morton, Don Moyer, Adam West, Brian Merritt, Anna, Amy & Cathy Goodman, Ellen Leonzio, Jennifer  

Hamer-Maansson, Tyler Merritt, Bert Diemer, Natalie Dyke. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
https://www.forgeonline.org/blog/2019/3/8/what-about-romans-124-27?fbclid=IwAR3gDFFt2NqcFuxvy14JmqEgN31zLEt7FjSyqcqYrczgwWjoqJoldeLpTFI
https://www.forgeonline.org/blog/2019/3/8/what-about-romans-124-27?fbclid=IwAR3gDFFt2NqcFuxvy14JmqEgN31zLEt7FjSyqcqYrczgwWjoqJoldeLpTFI
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 We had a wonderful start to the preschool year and we have a 
most blessed team of teachers!  
 
There is a spot for one more 18 month old Monday/Wednesday/
Friday and Tuesday/Thursday child and two more spots in the 2’s 
Tuesday/Thursday class!  
Contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  and  
www.aldersgatede.org for enrollment. 

Preschool families will be participating in the Harvest Food Festival 
by being the hands and feet of Jesus by helping fed the hungry in 
Wilmington with returning the little bags full of food. 

 

Student and Children’s  
Ministries 

Family, free and safe trick-or-treating     
SATURDAY, October 26, 2019          

Everyone is welcome!                 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - Aldersgate’s Parking Lot 

 
Please sign up your trunk with sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or 
adam.west@aldersgatede.org  or in the HUB. Look on our website,  
aldersgatede.org  or call (302) 478-2575. Rain date is Oct. 27, 5 p.m.   

  
 Annual Hayride and Bonfire   

 Sunday, OCTOBER 13th      

Wagons leave at 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

 

Meet at the Bellevue State Park Barn for a 

hayride and then a bonfire with hot dogs,  juice and s’mores!  

    RSVP to sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  

     or sign up in binder by October 7th - $10/family. 

2020 Mission Trip   

Spirit Lake, North Dakota 

July 12 - 17 

Look for more details soon.  Adam West 

adam.west@aldersgatede.org 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org/
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:dam.west@aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:dam.west@aldersgatede.org
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Third Graders Receive Bibles on  

Sunday, September 16 in the 

Journey Service 

2019-2020 Teachers 

Becki and Shannon Katie and BethAnn 

Elle and  Rachel 

Dear Church Family,  

 I wanted to thank you for allowing me to have the honor to serve as youth  

director at Aldersgate for over 8 years! It is with a mixture of joy and sadness that I am  

departing the Aldersgate staff to take a job working as a school counselor in Philidelphia in a K-8 

school. I have seen two separate groups of 6th graders enter the youth department and graduate 

from high school. This is not a privilege that a lot of youth ministers are able to witness.  

Aldersgate is full of wonderful students and families that made working here a blast. I have been lucky to serve alongside 

a wonderful staff that cares deeply about this community, but I also know that this staff is leading Aldersgate in the right 

direction forward. Also, the recent steps taken by Aldersgate to join the Reconciling Ministries Network is something that 

will help draw The UMC closer together. It also allows Aldersgate to be a beacon of hope and change to the community of 

North Wilmington. It also communicates to our youth that they are always welcome in this congregation when the larger 

part of The UMC has communicated to them the opposite message. I’ll still be around serving as youth minister in a  

part-time capacity until December to make sure the program has stability until the search committee is able to figure out 

the direction that they will go. Thank you all once again for allowing Aldersgate to be a great place to work and become a 

faith home for Rachel and myself. 

 To my students both current and former: I am proud that I was able to serve as your youth director. I am proud of 

all of the things that you have and are going to accomplish. I am filled with pride when I think about all of the times that 

y’all have stepped out to take on leadership roles and opportunities at Aldersgate and beyond. It was through the  

leadership of the confirmation class of 2019 that Aldersgate voted to join the RMN. I look forward to continuing to follow 

all of the things that you will do as a group and individuals to make the world a better place.   

 I am also thankful that I have been able to see so many of you shine in places that are outside of your comfort 

zone. I’ve seen you do it in local ministry locations like EDR. I’ve witnessed it on the various mission trips from Alaska to 

Jamaica. I’ve watched you do it from your schools. For others, I’ve seen you shine once you reached the world of college. 

I’ve enjoyed hearing about your accomplishments beyond college and into your professional life. Thank you all for  

allowing me to be a part of your faith journey.  

 Adam 
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 A rts 
At

      
   A ldersgate   
 

     Juliette Kang, Violinist 
     Sunday, October 20, 2019 - 2 p.m. 

Appointed first associate concertmaster of The Philadelphia Orchestra in 2005, violinist Juliette Kang enjoys an 
active and varied career. Come enjoy an all Bach program. 

 
     Annual Christmas Concert 
     Sunday, December 8, 2019 - 2:30 p.m. 

A Christmas choral program celebrating a joyous holiday season. 

 

     Wilmington String Ensemble 
     Sunday, January 26, 2020 - 2 p.m. 

 The Wilmington String Ensemble has been providing music for various  events for over thirty years. The  
members are professionally trained and perform with a multitude of prestigious musical ensembles. 

 

   Black History Month Jazz Trio Concert 
   Sunday, February 16, 2020 - 2 p.m. 

Come celebrate Black History Month with music by Duke Ellington and 
many others! Not to be missed. 

 

 
Auditions will be in early December for anyone in 2nd grade or older. Rehearsals 
will be in January and February with performances in early March. Watch for  

detailed information in the November Messenger! 
 

For questions or more information contact Janet Atwater:   Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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October 
Kevin and Cheryl Botbyl          October 5            23 years 
Donald and Mary Blythe           October 6            46 years 
Amber and David Werner          October 6            1 year 
John and Kate Carlson                 October 8            15 years 
Mike and BJ Houser                    October 9            48 years 
David and Gail Simpson             October 10          32 years 
James and Pamela Armistead  October 12          34 years 
Greg and Jennifer Xenakes       October 12          23 years 
Edward and Nita Meggs              October 15          69 years 
Ron and Phoebe Smith               October 15          64 years 
Craig and Kate Spangler            October 16          9 years 
Mark and Kimberly Armstrong  October 17          32 years 
James and Kerry Halbedl          October 17          10 years 
Owen and Kitty Lugar                October 17          55 years 
Sam and Jennifer Davison        October 18          5 years 
Jonathan and Natalie Dyke      October 20          29 years 
Willis and Martha Weldin        October 21          25 years 
Aaron and Jessica Blythe         October 22          14 years 
Thomas and Susan Carr           October 23          25 years 
Joseph and Barbara Seningen   October 23          37 years 
Anant and Leighanne Bhushan  October 24          21 years 
Kelly and Janeen Ernst              October 28          13 years 
Scott and Eliza Lugar                   October 28          24 years 
Peter and Lisa Lugar                  October 31          21 years 

 

Bryan Colbourn July 26, 2019 

Chili & Chocolate  
Cook-off 

Social Evening X 

Mark your calendars for SATURDAY,  
FEBRUARY 8, 2020 at 5 p.m. for our tenth annual  

cook-off. It is a great time to try out new recipes which 
might earn you the votes to wear a …. 

Sombero of Glory—OLE! 
Questions ? Jeff  

Walters, our Head Chili Bean 

Please Remember Your 

Bags for the  

Harvest Food Collection 

 

Thought for 

today 

SPRC Update 

Rev. Anthony Arrington,  

Minister of Pastoral Care  

 

SPRC is pleased to announce that Rev. 

 Anthony  Arrington has accepted the position 

of Minister of Pastoral Care. Initially, Pastor  

Tony agreed to temporarily fill in, but is now a 

member of the staff. In his role of Minister of 

Pastoral Care, he will  oversee the 9 a.m.  

Traditional service and present the message.  

Welcome to Pastor Tony and his wife, Ann. We 

are thankful for your presence at Aldersgate. 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Rally Day 2  

New Members 3 

Trustees Update 4 

Dedication of new Choir Robes 5 

United Methodist Women/ ROMMEO 6 

Lay Leaders/Reconciling Ministry Group 7 

Student & Children’s Ministries 8-9 

Arts at Aldersgate/ Youth Musical 10 

Life Events 11 

Worship Schedule 

Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium 

Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sunday School at 10 a.m.  

 

Upcoming 

Harvest Food Collection – October 6 
Worldwide Communion Sunday – October 6 

Hayride and Bonfire – October 13 
UMW Sunday - October 20 – one service at 10 a.m.  

Arts at Aldersgate – October 20 
Trunk or Treat – October 26 

 


