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The Renewal of Rest 
If you are like me, you may be wondering where the summer has gone as autumn is upon us. 
What happened to my summer plans? What about all the personal business I wanted to catch 
up on? What about the little problems I intended to fix around the house? What about my       
summer reading list? What about all the letters I intended to write?  

If you can relate to these musings there is some good news: since you weren't able to check off 
all (or any) items on your "to-do" summer list, chances are you took it a little easier and enjoyed 
some well-deserved summer fun and rest. We need to keep a positive attitude because we are 
headed into the season of change. For as beautiful as the colors of the changing leaves are, and 
as stressful are some of life's transitions during autumn: our 5-year-olds start school, our              
graduates go off to college or to make a life for themselves, deadlines loom at work, back to 
school, new schedules, new teachers, resuming programs, shopping frenzies are all part of what 
aims to knock us off balance.  

What we need is a good portion of shalom. The ancient Hebrew concept of shalom as found, for 
instance, in Deuteronomy 6:3 expresses that God intends wholeness for our lives: "Hear,                 
therefore, o Israel; and observe God's commandments diligently, so that it may go well with you 
and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey."   

Whole books have been published on the meaning of shalom. In a nutshell, God created us to be 
balanced, happy people. God's blessings of shalom extend to all aspects of our lives: physical, 
mental, and spiritual well-being. As the verse above expresses, we have a tremendous                
opportunity to choose shalom. God has given us the power to live our lives in the state of              
shalom that God intends for us.   

How can we exercise this choice? By observing God's principles and spiritual laws. Just as we live 
by the laws of physics to avoid injury and achieve our purposes, so can we live by God's spiritual 
laws to achieve shalom. We can choose to devote ourselves to love God, to love our neighbor, 
honor our parents, and to get some rest (honoring the Sabbath). Add to that pray, hear the cry 
of the needy, serve others etc.   

So, this autumn, when things start to get hectic, remember that you have the power to choose 
love over hatred, forgiveness over anger, service over selfishness, a smile over a scornful glance. 
With God's help, we can maintain a positive attitude, we can achieve the state of God's shalom 
for our lives. 

                      Grace & Peace, 

     Pastor Chris 
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Check your calendar and mark the following dates to have your photo taken for our upcoming                                 

65th Anniversary Pictorial Directory—Don’t be left out! 

 

 Friday, November 25, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Wednesday, November 30, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Thursday, December 1, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Friday, December 2, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Saturday, December 3, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Wednesday, December 28, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Thursday, December 29, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 

Thanks to Tim & Jackie Young for heading up this church-wide effort! More information about how to reserve 

your photo sitting will be in the bulletin and Messenger as the time approaches. 

New Members—Hal & Beverly Barker 

Beverly is a life-long Delawarean; realistic follower of most Philly sports 

teams, although she does root for University of Tennessee since their               

daughter attended there! She retired from nursing after 38 years, the majority  

at Christiana Care’s Medical Intensive Care Unit. The Barkers were blessed 

with their daughter, Sara, who married Marc Watchinski 3 years ago and now 

lives in Maryland. Beverly enjoys singing and traveling. 

 

Hal is also a native Delawarean (how rare!), loves sports such as horseback 

riding, gymnastics and archery. He enjoys traveling, classical music,                          

photography, gardening and going to the movies. Hal and Beverly were               

married in March of 1985 and both served in the United States Navy and Air 

Force. He’s been involved with church activities and Bible Studies since 1956. 

Hal retired from New Castle County after 37 years. 

 

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and                     

wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 

Christ has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:31-32(NRSV) 
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United Methodist Women 

UMW Bible Study—Wednesday, October 26 at 9 a.m. The 
presenter will be Phyllis Petry author of "Our Awesome 
God". She will be sharing her writings that are inspired by  
Bible verses. Light refreshments will be served. Please sign up 
with a circle leader or after Sunday services on October 16 and 
October 23.  Childcare available if requested by October 19.   

Pecan Sale—UMW will be selling pecans again this fall. Pecans 
come fresh from the grower in halves and pieces and will be                  
available in early November. Price will not be set until harvest, 
but historically they have been $11 a pound. Orders may be 
placed with circle leaders or with Laura Parrish                                   
(302-477-1718).  

UMW Cookie Walk—Saturday. December 10.                                     
Doors open at 9 a.m. 

Water Conservation Message Brought to You by Your Caring for Creation Team                                                                                                                                                
By Lorraine Fleming, Caring for Creation Team Member 

 
Water, water, where are you? The dearth of rainfall in August and September has resulted in drought              
conditions in northern Delaware. While it’s always a good idea to conserve water—you know, lower water 
bills—now, we are officially asked to seriously conserve water which means almost NO outside watering. 

Fortunately, it’s the time of year when garden plants are finished growing and getting ready for seasonal down time. Many can’t 
survive without some water, however; so there are a couple of simple things you can do to 
avoid using water unnecessarily. For example: 

 Place a bucket in the shower to collect water while you are waiting for the water to 
warm up. Use on plants individually inside or out. 

 Don’t discard water in drinking glasses after a meal; collect it and use it outdoors.   

 Similarly, if you have water dishes for pets, don’t discard the water when freshening 
your pet’s water. 

And you can think of many other ways to reuse water.  

Your Help is Needed! 

 

Don’t you just love having a 
nice cup of coffee and maybe 
a few crackers with friends 
after worship? We know many 
of you do and are very               

disappointed when the table is bare. Due to a variety of       
issues, several of the (few) volunteers who serve in the “coffee 
fellowship ministry” are unable to do so presently. Maybe you 
can step up and fill that need. 

It’s not difficult, in fact, its become a rather simple task and the 
church provides all the goodies that are required. There’s no 
need for a big spread, so you don’t have to worry if you are not 
an expert baker. Lynne Conlan will provide instructions or 
training if you’ve never done this before, so fear not!  

If you’d like to help, please contact Lynne at 610-306-0783 or                                        
mlconlan@yahoo.com 

Note: No volunteer = No Coffee Hour! 

Being the Hands and Feet  

Thanks to everyone for supporting the Harvest Food Festival with us at the SUP on September 28. This 
is such a unique drive, first because we join with St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church and second, be-
cause together we contribute mightily to so many local food pantries and make a difference right here in 
New Castle County! In your actions, you are the hands and feet of Christ. Our next SUP will be Monday, November 28.  

We would like to invite you to another opportunity to witness the church in action – come to Charge Conference! On October 11 
we will gather with our new District Superintendent Rev. Joe Archie to review the church’s progress in 2016 and look ahead at 
plans for 2017. We are all part of this and all are welcome at this event. If you can’t be present, please lift up a prayer for the               
programs, leaders, and members of your church. 

And remember, we want to support you in your Christian walk. If you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew 
cards during worship at all services, or send a message to Pastor Don or one of us. Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer can be reached at                                
layleader@aldersgatede.org 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Rummage Sale Pickups                                                                                                                                 

 

If you, a neighbor or family member are 

downsizing or cleaning out Rummage Sale 

worthy items, please remember our               

one-time-a year sale! To arrange a pickup or find out about 

the next scheduled pickup please reach out to Chris Burket. 

Chris’ contact information is 609-504-3107 or 

cburket@gmail.com 

 

2017 Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social VII 
 
Save the Evening: Saturday, January 28, 
2017 
 
NEW:  A surprise bonus food category will 
be added! Stay tuned ... 

What Have We Been Up To???                                                                                                                                                                             

By Pam Wright 

The mission of the FUN(d) RAISING committee is:  

 To create opportunities for church and community involvement 

 To encourage holistic activities 

 To grow a ‘one’ church fellowship 

 To increase the mission budget 

Here we are nearly at the end of 2016 and it’s time for an accounting of this committee’s annual activities. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The committee is comprised of current event leaders; Mary Jane Prince (Rummage Sale), Becki & Jamie Hayman (5K Run), Gary & 
Sandy Poplos (Vendor Flea Market), and Bob & Carolyn Reis (Silent Auction), who are to be commended for their ideas, commit-
ment, and organizational skills. But they couldn’t accomplish their events without the dedication of our church volunteers. Thanks 
to all!!! 

Remember, if you are reading this and have an idea for an event, please contact any one of the event leaders or Pam Wright,                     
Committee Chair. The enthusiasm from this group will be just what you need to bring your idea to fruition. I want to add a special 
‘Thank You’ to Jeff Walters who used our committee as a sounding board for his successful program “The United Choirs of                 
Brandywine” who sang the National Anthem at the Phillies game in late April. There is lots of talent as well as support at                    
Aldersgate. So, let us hear your ideas! Pam can be reached at 610-220-6407 or kywpcw@msn.com. 

mailto:cburket@gmail.com
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Aldersgate Student Ministry                           
Fall Schedule 

Month & Date Event Location Details 

October 2 Harvest Food Drive     

2 Hayride and Bonfire (No Impact) Bellevue State Park 4pm and 5pm 

7-9 Confirmation Retreat Pecometh   

9 Impact Movie Night! SMC 5:30-7:30pm 

16 Single Service   10am 

16 Impact SMC 5:30-7:30pm 

23 Impact SMC 5:30-7:30pm 

29 Trunk-or-Treat AUMC parking lot Outreach opportunity passing 
out candy from the trunks of 

cars. Details coming later 

30 (Possible Impact) Trunk-or Treat 
rain date 

Parking lot or SMC TBD 

November 6 Impact SMC 5:30-7:30pm 

13 Impact SMC 3:30-5:30pm 

18 Family Game Night AUMC Bring a pot luck dish and your 
favorite board game. 

20 Impact AUMC 5:30-7:30pm 

27, 28, 29 
30 

No Impact Thanksgiving holiday. 
Sup  

SMC  
5-6:30pm  

December 4 Impact SMC 5:30-7:30pm 

11 Christmas Concert AUMC 7pm 

17 Homeless for the Holidays  AUMC Students spend the night            
outdoors simulating                   

homelessness, and collections 
of socks and underwear are 
made for the local shelters. 

18  (No Impact) AUMC   

25 One service 10 am (No Impact) AUMC Enjoy your Christmas holiday 

The student ministry has been busy already this year. We have a lot more events that will take place over the rest of the fall and 
we’d love to have you join us! Check out the wonderful events the students of Aldersgate are doing this fall.  
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years. While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all. Congratulations!   
 

 Robert & Barbara Dulick  October 5            55 years 

 Mike & BJ Houser  October 9            45 years 

 Bayard & Susan Allmond  October 10         35 years 

 Greg & Jennifer Xenakes  October 12         20 years 

 Edward & Juanita Meggs  October 15         66 years 

 Ron & Phoebe Smith  October 15         61 years 

 Carl & Renate Muendel  October 16         55 years 

 Owen & Kitty Lugar  October 17         52 years 

 Roy & Allison McDowell  October 25         20 years 

 Kelly & Janeen Ernst  October 28         10 years 

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Susan Schranck 
302-478-2575 ext. 117 or Susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org 
All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

September 1 Melva Carveth 

  September  13 Wanda Layton 

Baptized on September 25 

 

Emma Quinn Smith, daughter of Ryan 
& Nitasha Smith and granddaughter of 
Royal Lowthert & Jane Smith  

United Methodist Men to “Play Ball!”                                                                                                                              
Tuesday, October 18 at 11:30 a.m. In Fellowship Hall                                                                   

Just about everyone has played baseball at one time in their life, often switching 
to slow-pitch softball later on. The theme is especially appropriate for a couple of 
reasons: it’s World Series time and a man with impeccable credentials pertaining 
to the Philadelphia Phillies, Larry Shenk, is our featured speaker. Larry’s new 
book, The Fightin’ Phillies – 100 years of Philadelphia Baseball from the Whiz Kids 
to the Misfits, is 300 pages of pure baseball lore focused on the Major League team in Wilming-
ton’s backyard.  

For one thing, baseball’s predictability to totally unpredictable; the cellar-dweller can and will 
defeat the team on top time and time again. And, as the Phillies have proven, it’s possible to go 
from worst to first in just a year! 

During his 44 years with the Phillies, Shenk was a vice president, and the public relations director and received numerous awards; 
one of them the Rickie Ashburn Special Achievement Award. Larry has “rubbed elbows” with the stars. He’s known stars like Robin 
Roberts, Mike Schmidt, Pete Rose and Ryan Howard, who as a 25-year-old rookie, Howard slammed 22 home runs in 88 games, 
winning the National League Rookie of the year honors in 2005. The foreword in Larry’s book is written by Larry Andersen, an 
amazing,  eccentric personality, who fit right in with the rest of the misfits on the 1993 National League Champs. Larry will have 
copies of his book for signing and personalizing.  

Make reservations now and select the kind of sub sandwich you prefer --ham, roast beef, Italian or turkey. Orders should be in by 
Tuesday, October 11. Leave your sandwich order in the Hub, respond to the One Call invitation or email UMM@aldersgatede.org. 
Bob Hawkins is the president this year.  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR WANTED!!!  

I have been blessed as the editor of the Messenger for 
nearly 10 years and will be retiring at the end of the year. 
I use Microsoft Publisher, however you can use the              
software package of your choice to get the job done.  

I’ll be happy to “substitute” if I’m available once the new 
editor is identified. It’s time for someone else to share the 
joy!  

Please let me know if you’re interested and if you wish I 
will show you what I’ve done. When I first volunteered to 
serve in this way, I started with nothing but a hardcopy of 
the previous month’s edition and I promise to help you 
(whoever you may be!) get started! You can reach me at 
302-367-6955 or maryjane.prince@verizon.net 

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
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Announcing the Aldersgate Youth Players March 2017 Production: 

 
 

Based on Disney’s Oscar nominated film, Mulan JR. tells the story of a brave Chinese warrior 

who battles the Huns, rescues an emperor, and just happens to be a female in disguise. With 

numerous male and female roles, Mulan JR. is an action-packed show filled with humor and 

heart. 

Auditions will be held in late November or early December for Children and Youth                        
Grades 2nd – 12th. Check your November Messengers for details. 

For more information, contact Janet Atwater, Director 
 (610) 388-2120 or Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

Positions Filled                                                                                            
By Mike Houser, SPRC Chair 

Aldersgate SPRC is pleased to announce the acceptance of two 
Staff positions.  

 Janet Atwater, a long-time contributor to the Music           
Program, has accepted the position of Director of          
Contemporary Music, effective August 1.  

 Ed McFarland, has accepted the position Audio/Visual  
Coordinator, encompassing all worship services and                 
information boards.  

Please take time to congratulate and encourage Janet and Ed 
on their contributions to Aldersgate. 

The Messenger has Gone Green       

If you are currently receiving the monthly newsletter online 
and wish to unsubscribe OR would like to receive the              
newsletter via email verses USPS mail please e-mail Susan 
Schranck at susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org. 

 

 

Contact Judy Morton to get your Shopping Pass –                      

302-425-5222 or judymorton1@gmail.com 

The Board of Directors Invites You to 
Attend the Neighborhood House 

Annual Meeting and Breakfast 
Saturday, October 8  from 10 a.m. to Noon                                                

1218 B Street,  Wilmington, DE                                                                 

R.S.V.P.  Call 302-658-5404 

Christmas Eve Service Times have changed. Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out!   

 4 p.m. Family Service with Nativity Pageant & Candlelight featuring the Journey Band  

 7:30 p.m. Communion in Hughes Chapel  

 8 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service with the Chancel Choir & Candlelight closing 

mailto:susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org
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GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

Brought to You by Pastor Don 
 
LORD, You who are called the Great Umpire in the game 
of life: 
 

Be with us regardless of the uniform we wear. Help us be 
Angels in spirit and Giants in accepting responsibility,  
Tigers at searching out injustice and Braves at playing the 
game by Your ground rules. 

Let us not be Dodgers of friendships but instead serve as 
Royal friends. As Mariners on the sea of life, may we             
Pirate as many souls as possible from the devil and let the 
Reds of our friends’ uniforms be of Phillies’ joy and not 
burns from hell. 

Almighty Padre: 

We acknowledge that we are Cubs in search of faith,  
barely out of the minor leagues. We pray that our desire 
to Expos ourselves to Your will shall help us get some      
extra base hits as Rangers in the forest of unbelief. 

As we grow in the knowledge of your love, help us to           
accept the Cardinal rules of our Christian faith and make 
us thankful: For Your forgiveness when we are Mets by 
the realization of our errors; for the understanding when 
a fielder’s choice Yanks a scoring opportunity away from 
us; for your uplifting spirit when the Twins symptoms of 
despondency and despair cause us to slump. 

Father, 

We ask for an athletic faith that will actively strive to          
follow Your game plan. When our number is retired on 
earth, may we cross Your home base and rejoice on            
hearing Your call…Safe! 

September Update 
 

House Sales  

Both of the houses we own have 
been prepared (thanks to Rex               
Palmer) and are on the market. Our 

realtor reports regular showings for the Berwyn Road in  
Chalfonte property. The Fairfax house on Oakwood has had 
limited interest to date. We are told sales pick up in the fall 
and hope to sell and close on both properties some time this 
year. The proceeds after incurred expense do not simply get 
added to the budget. We are committed within The Book of 
Discipline to use them to assure ongoing housing allowances 
for our pastor and for limited other building uses. A                 
separate account has been created to ensure compliance.    

Church Building and Grounds  

Have you seen Room 236 lately? WOW! The principal users of 
Room 236 got together, arranged funding and a work               
schedule and now we have an awesome space for special 
meetings. Stop by one day and see what the                                    
mutigenerational movers and shakers have done with this 
space.    

We Trustees meet in Room 237 and, while it always needed 
some care, it now looks crummy if the doors are open across 
the hall. So, we are announcing a one-time special                              
opportunity to join an elite group, Friends of Room 237. We 
will be consulting the Church Calendar and those who use 
237 and anyone else with an interest or ideas on needs and 
changes. Then the fun starts with demolition, dollars, paint 
and sweat. Don’t miss this opportunity to get on the ground 
floor on this one. If you missed out on picking tile in the             
restrooms or fabric colors for 236, we have opportunities 
here.  And we don’t need to stop on the second floor. We 
won’t need air conditioning much longer this year so                
opportunities are virtually limitless.         

We have approved the addition of a storage shed on the 
grounds in an appropriate place. This and the renovations to 
the Rainbow Room were necessitated by generous giving of 
Rummage Sale items (furniture) that outpaced our storage 
space.    

The Courtyard use and improvement comes up about every 
year. We have had trouble with the fountain for some time 
now. Some of the original plantings have grown beyond 
space available. A professional designer is coming in a few 
weeks with a conceptual plan. From there we will entertain     
additional discussion and seek to have a longer term plan for               
improvements.     

A Bit of Candor   

Over the past year, with the best of intentions, we have         
started to inventory our space around Aldersgate and look at 
each room’s current and likely future use. We examine 

(Church Trustees—September Update—Continued on page 9) 

http://www.griefshare.org
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THANK YOU - TROOP 67 Does IT Again!                                   
By Sharon Jennelly,                                                                                     

Director Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 

Way to go guys! In the hot summer August heat we had 6 
scouts and 4 adults move two huge mounds of mulch (25 
yards)  from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A big thank you to Colin and 
Ethan Bishop who are both extremely hard workers, but Colin 
does not always have to be the boss, OK. Ethan does work just 
as hard! Patrick Taylor, Gabe Lewis and newest scouts Ethan 
Lavinson and Christian Acker. Owen Hughes was MIA due to a 
biking injury, but was there in spirit. Thank you to Tonya Acker, 
the new service coordinator who will enter the service hours 
for the boys. WAY TO GO and thank you to all!   

what’s in the room and the storage, 
keeping in mind that when the 
building was erected and at each               
addition, allowances were made for 
“state of the art storage space.” 
This effort has started and stopped 
three times since last fall.   

If this work appeals to you, please 
contact Don Moore at:  

302-235-8554 or                                            
lndmoore@comcast.net.   

(Church Trustees—September  Update—                       

Continued from page 8) 

Sunday, November 6 
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