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 Aldersgat e  
  A significant place where disciples are made 

 A “wise” person once said that there are only two things for sure, death 
and taxes. I know that these two things are for sure but I also know that 
these are not the only things that are for sure. We deal with many 
absolutes during our existence here on earth; death and taxes are among 

those things. They, however, are not the only things that are “for sure.” 

For example, we are entering a new season. Fall has begun to give way to winter, 
Pentecost will give way to Advent, the Thanksgiving holiday season will give way to 
the Christmas season, and so the list goes. These seasonal changes have always 
been there and they always will. They are an integral part of the precision with 
which the universe was created. 
We also deal with emotional changes on a daily, weekly, and yearly basis. These 
changes are caused by more things than could be listed in any particular writing and 
they are part of the precision with which we, as human beings, were created. We 
are constantly being affected by situations we find ourselves in and by the events of 
the world around us. I would say that this could well be included in the list of “for 
sures.” Sometimes things happen in life that we don’t understand. Not only can this 
be counted among the “for sures” but it also can be attributed to the precision of 
the created universe. 
While we are on the earth we will not understand every part of the creation but we 
can understand a vital part of it. That is, God’s love for us and everything that God 
has created. When we accept in our hearts that God sent Jesus to die on the cross to 
save us from our sins, we quickly realize the aspects of God that we cannot and may 
not ever understand are not important. Life is not always a rose garden and 
disappointment and sorrow can enter our lives at the most unexpected times. I 
don’t look for answers from God as to why this happened as I didn’t look to God to 
answer why the events of September 11th occurred or any other tragedies. These 
things can remain a mystery without diminishing any of the power or glory of our 
Creator. God never meant for us to know everything which is why God instructed 
Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
As Adam and Eve hid themselves from God, a part of God will forever be a mystery 
to us. The lesson I have learned is that the only “for sure” that matters is that God is 
about love and we cannot explain why all the things of His world happen. 
 
Grace and peace to you… 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! November is the beginning of the Holiday Season, starting with Thanksgiving, 

Advent, Christmas, then the New Year!  

Thanksgiving can be seen as a secular holiday, but it is a reminder to give thanks to God. I know I 

sometimes take for granted all the gifts God has given and Thanksgiving is a great time to focus on 

them and share the gifts we have. What gifts and talents do you possess that can be utilized in helping 

serve people in our Church and Community? 

Please keep your eyes and ears open in the coming weeks for information about how you can make a 

financial pledge to support the ministries of the Church and for ways for you to use your talents and 

skills to fulfill our mission of “making disciples for the transformation of the world”.  

Thanks be to God for all he has given us. We are truly blessed. 

Blessings,  

Sharon and Anne 

Church Family, 

Hasn’t it been a beautiful fall? The colors have been especially 
stunning this year. For those of you who enjoy cooler temperatures, it 
has been exactly what the doctor ordered. For those of us who prefer 
the warmth of spring and summer, well, we’ll be ok. However, 
regardless of your climate preferences, we can all appreciate that God’s 
handiwork is remarkable. 

As I’m writing this, I’m getting excited for our sermon series “Covenant 
Conversations”, where we are going to hear from members of our 
congregation about what it means to uphold our vow to support the ministry of the church through our 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. I’m thankful for those folks who have been willing to share 
with us the importance of these commitments in our church. 

An important reminder: 

“An Aldersgate Christmas: Ring The Bells!”, our 2022 Christmas concert, takes place December 
11, at 5:00 p.m. I’m hoping you’ll make attending this a priority, especially because it is a wonderful 
opportunity to invite someone to church! Our entire music ministry is looking forward to sharing all the 
Christmas songs about bells you can think of! Here’s a hint for how to invite a friend-offer to go out to 
dinner afterwards! 

Finally, here’s your attendance update, through October 16: 

9/18/22 9:00 73 11:00 102 Online 40 Total 215 

9/25/22 9:00 104 11:00 76 Online 54 Total 234 

10/2/22 9:00 88 11:00 84 Online 36 Total 208 

10/9/22 9:00 70 11:00 59 Online 30 Total 159 

10/16/22 9:00 88 11:00 73 Online 23 Total 184 

Blessings, Pastor Rob   

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Our Stewardship Scorecard Operating Budget 

Giving Income Budgeted through June 2023:  $771,816.28 

Giving Income Received through September:  $127,143.78 

Goal to Go:                  $644,627.50   84% 

September Income (all sources):                           $66,406.82 

September Expenses:        $63,083.49 

 

Talking about a Legacy 

Many of us remember Ann Fullerton, an active member of Aldersgate, an educator and proponent 

of women’s educational opportunities in particular. She was known as a consummate teacher. Her 

student Fan Club came to her funeral and celebrated her life and their good fortune in being able 

to learn from her. Ann had no children of her own; lived a simple life and saved a great deal.   

A letter was received about a week after her service indicating that she had left a substantial sum of 

her estate to Aldersgate.  It was a total surprise.  No one knew she had accumulated an estate of 

that size.  As no conditions were placed on the bequest, it can be used for any purpose found 

appropriate by the Lead Team.  If you have followed our Finance news over the past several 

months, you know there are many needs that could use cash. It is tempting to make a transfer into 

the Operating Fund and replace our daily worries with smiles.  

Before we rush to allocate these funds and relax our Stewardship Campaign, let’s recall what we 

have heard of late on Sunday mornings. We need to honor Ann among the saints that have built 

the foundation on which we stand. To me that means continuing on with our covenants and 

forgoing the comfort we could achieve in favor of the example that challenges us to commit and 

improve our witness constantly.  A final decision has not been made; but I think we can best honor 

Ann and improve our witness by adding to our educational offerings and seeking other meaningful 

underfunded programs worthy of this gift.          

Bob Reis 

Finance Committee   

 

 Pictorial Directory Update!!! It’s been a long 

process and we should have a final product soon. When 

the directories come in, we will send out an email to let 

you know. Thank you for your patience.  
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We had perfect weather for the 
Annual Hayride and Bonfire. We 
saw some deer on the wagon ride 
around Bellevue. The hot dogs, pizza 
and s’mores were delicious. It was a 
good time had by all! 

Checkout the 
Aldersgate Preschool 
Facebook page for 
all the pictures and 
videos! 

Pastor Chris was delighted to have chapel 
with our students for the first time this school 
year. He opened the time with our usual 
greeting, “Hello Aldersgate Preschool!, Hello 
Pastor Chris!!” and then proceeded to share 
with them a wonderful book titled “What Is 
God Like?” written by Rachel Held Evans and 
Matthew Paul Turner and illustrated by Ying 
Hui Tan. The students love the story and all 
of the beautiful pictures. Pastor Chris closed 
chapel time with prayer.  
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From October 2nd – 8th Aldersgate answered the call 

to care for families in New Castle County experienc-

ing homelessness through Family Promise.  Under 

the new model, Aldersgate is asked to support 2 

families staying in Family Promise's "Hospitality Center.”  We provide nightly dinner 

meals, occasional grocery runs, and cover the families in prayer.   

Thank you to our October volunteer team:  Sarah Hopkins, Betsy Diemer, Car-

ey and George Cross, Judy Morton, Troop 67, Mandy & Rob McFarland, Jessica Fresconi, Nancy 

Hough, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group, & Mark Wichmann.   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management support from profes-

sional staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with families who 

graduate from the program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families secure housing in less 

than 60 days. Over 90% remain housed one year post-transition.  Aldersgate is just one congregation in 

the Interfaith Hospitality Network that makes this program possible by providing support for 1 week, 4 times a 

year.  

Our next opportunity to serve is November 27 -December 3.  To volunteer or find out more please contact 
Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 
With gratitude,  

The Merritt Family   

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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Methodist Men of Faith 

Our next monthly 
meeting will be on 
Tuesday, November 
15th at 7 p.m. in 
Room 237 

Contact Walt Smith 
@302-858-2039 if you 
have any questions.  

See you in November! 

 

 

         Second Tuesday  

7 p.m. 

           Cookie Walk !   
           Saturday, December 10th 

     Doors open at 9 a.m. - until cookies are gone! 

 Fill a box with homemade Christmas cookies for $14/box.  

                       Proceeds support Neighborhood House and Camp Pecometh. 

     Calling all Bakers ! 
     Cookies are needed for the Cookie Walk to be a success!   

       Cookies labeled "Cookie Walk" can be left in the small kitchen next to the auditorium by 

4 p.m.. Friday, December 9th or Saturday, December 10th between 7 and 8:30 a.m. 

Sign up to bake cookies in the Narthex after services starting November 20th or by clicking 

here: 

 https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/uwf-cookie-walk-bakers/ 

https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/uwf-cookie-walk-bakers/
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HOPP Food Box Distribution: Volunteers Needed 1 

Hour per Month to Help Distribute Food Boxes 

 

When:   

Friday, November 18th at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, December 16th  at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Where: Aldersgate UMC parking lot 

Bring: A bottle of water 

 
 
 
Since May, Aldersgate has been 

participating with other local churches to distribute free 

food boxes provided by the Longwood Foundation’s HOPP 

ministry to anyone in need. We could use volunteers to hold 

up signs at curbside during the event, place boxes in 

vehicles, and direct cars to the distribution point.   

 
Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp or just come by the event at 
12:15 p.m. to help. 
 
 
The Harvest Outreach People Project (HOPP) Community Days of Service 

Community Days of Service will be held at Asbury UMC in New Castle 

on the dates below. Join members from other UMC churches and the 

greater community to help our neighbors in need by helping to pack 

bags of supplies. Stop by the events to help out if you can. 

 
Wednesday, November 16th   - 10 a.m. - noon 
Wednesday, December 14th  - 10 a.m.—noon 
 
Aldersgate Helping Hands Project to help keep our church family safe 

Daylight saving time ends on Sunday, Nov. 6. As you move your clocks back an hour, don’t forget to 
change the batteries in your smoke detectors.  Having a working smoke detector can mean the 
difference between life and death. The death rate is twice as high for home fires where the smoke 
detectors are either absent or not working, according to a 2019 report by National Fire Protection 
Association researcher Marty Ahrens. 
We would like to help our church family by making sure we all have working smoke alarms to keep 
us safe. Please let us know if you need the batteries in your alarm changed and can’t safely reach the 
alarm to change the batteries.  We would be happy to have a team visit and take care of changing the 
batteries or putting in an alarm for you. Please call the church office at 302-478-2575 to sign up 
yourself, a friend, or a family member. 
 
Christine Wesley 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp
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FINALLY!  The long-awaited door entry system has been installed and is 

functioning…for the most part!  As with any new project, there were MANY hiccups 

along the way—and there are still a few that remain.  One major change is that the 

contract only provided for 50 fobs as part of the initial installation, with the option 

to add more afterward.  This is the PERFECT time to seriously assess “Need” VS. 

“Want” as it relates to having a fob.  Many (perhaps even MOST) of the fobs that 

were previously issued were a matter of convenience—it just made things easier!  Many (and again, 

maybe even MOST!) of you are only here during regular business hours, when any number of people 

can buzz you into the building. 

 

Given the significant reduction in the number of fobs, the Board of Trustees has decided to 

streamline the process for distribution.  Obviously, the staff must have fobs!  Additionally, all of the 

committees that work to fulfill the ministries our church plans and executes have been issued an 

appropriate number of fobs.  There are also a number of outside groups that have long-standing 

relationships with Aldersgate that have been given fobs—mainly due to the fact that they meet at 

night when there is not a staff member on-site to give them access to the building.   

 

We appreciate your patience while we participate in the “COVID Supply Chain Tango”!  This has 

been a long process.  Special thanks to Kyle Smith and the DOVs who logged MANY extra steps on 

their pedometers going up and down the stairs to open the door for people! 

 

Kevin D. Botbyl, Church Business Administrator 

     on behalf of the Board of Trustees 
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 Advent Study  

Led by Pastor Chris Pennington (Room 236) Starting November 30, 2022  

Wednesday’s 11 a.m. to 12 noon 

The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God's Voice in Advent  

The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent, a four-week Advent 

study by Susan Robb, explores the four angelic visits surrounding the birth of 

Jesus with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. In this study, the read-

er will explore the visits and dive deep into the history of the angel Gabriel–and 

other angels–in the Old Testament. The Angels of Christmas uses these four an-

gelic appearances to discuss God’s presence in history and our lives today. The 

messages of the angels hold meaning for listeners both then and now.  

 

 As you are shopping in Amazon throughout the year, please sign 

up for Amazon Smile. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of 

your choice. Make your charitable organization Aldersgate Church 

and the donation will go directly to Aldersgate’s Smile account. Support your favorite charity at no extra 

cost when you shop at smile.amazon.com. Every little bit helps.  

Annual Advent Workshop – 
Save the date, Sunday, 
November 27, 2022  

from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall! 

 We need Christmas craft table 
leaders (provide about 50 
crafts)! Don’t have supplies, no 
problem, we have extras for 
you to use, just let us know. 
Please contact Sharon Jennelly 
to volunteer:  

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org.  

 

(

(

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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 Jacqueline Gatcomb passed away 
on September 16, 2022 

Richard Stazesky passed away 
on September 21, 2022 

David Hepner passed away on 
September 29, 2022 

Joy Thompson passed away on 
October 12, 2022 

Save Your Candy Wrappers! 

Caring for Creation's Newest Collection: 

Trick or Trash 

In addition to saving aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald 
House, and repurposing plastic bags for EcoPlastics of DE, your 
Caring for Creation team is asking you to save your candy 
wrappers! Why? 

Partnering with the National Wildlife Association, Trick or Trash™ 
has created a specialized candy wrapper recycling process that can 
handle all wrappers whether they are made of plastic, aluminum, 
or paper. 

The plastic from the candy wrappers is used to create doggy bags 
for local animal shelters. Any paper or aluminum wrappers are 
recycled using traditional methods. And any food waste that ends 
up in the box (by accident!) is composted.  

Our colorful Trick or Treat box is located right next to our Plastic 
Bag collection box directly across from the church office. Empty 
your bag of wrappers into the box. Save your bag to refill for your 
next visit.  

THE HIGHLIGHT OF 
THE WINTER !!!! 

Yes … the 10th Annual 
(wow!) Chili & 
Chocolate Cook-off 
Social 

Saturday 2/4/2023, 5-7 p.m. 

(Chefs please arrive by 4:30 p.m.) 

Sign-ups during January. 

Invite friends!  Family!  Neighbors!  

 (Wildcard category to be announce next 
month … same Bat Time, same Bat 

 

Brian and Kymberlie Kelly  Nov 1 19 years 

Jeffrey and Karin Ingman  Nov 2 31 years 

Andrew and Christy Ziegler  Nov 2 3 years 

Edward and Sarah McFarland  Nov 7 13 years 

Alexander and Sarah Spann  Nov 8 42 years 

Michael and Barbara Johnson  Nov 14 41 years 

Ken and Nivana Takvorian  Nov 15 19 years 

Gary and Sandy Poplos  Nov 18 20 years 

Royal Lowthert and Jane Smith  Nov 21 19 years 

Paul and Betty Aldrich  Nov 23 59 years 

John and Dinah Schlecht  Nov 24 26 years 

Martin and Jane Wagner  Nov 26 39 years 

 

Aria Nanni, daughter of Brittany and Thomas 
Nanni.   Date of baptism:  September 25, 2022 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

          

Worship Schedule: In-Person & Live Streamed 

Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

Sunday School at 10 a.m.  

Traditional Service at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

You can find Live-Stream at: 
 https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

 
Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

 

And hit the subscribe button 

Office Hours:  
Monday – Thursday 9 am– 4 pm 
Fridays 9 am -12 noon. 

What’s Inside... 

 November Events 

 

Family Movie Night –Friday, November 18 from 6 –8 p.m. 

Thanksgiving –Thursday, November 24–Office Closed 

Friday, November 25–Office Closed 

Advent Workshop –Sunday, November 27 from 4-6 p.m. 

Pastor Chris’s Message 1 

Associate Pastor Rob’s Message 2 

Lay Leader Message 2 

Finance Update 3 

Church Directory 3 

Preschool Activities 4 

Youth and Young Adults 5 

Family Promise 6 

Movie Night 6 

Men's Group 7 

UWF Cookie Walk Information 7 

HOPP Activities 8 

Helping Hand 8 

Entry Door System 9 

Harvest Food Festival 9 

Advent Activities 10 

Amazon Credit 10 

Milestones 11 

Worship and Office Hours 12 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

