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  A significant place where disciples are made November, 2020 

The Time Has Come! 
 

 
 
 

Greetings Aldersgate family! 
 
The time many have been waiting 
patiently for has finally arrived. We 
will be offering “in-person” worship 
starting on Sunday, November 8 with 
one service at 11 a.m. Please take 
time to read the Phase 1 Reopening 
document provided in this issue. 
 
From its’ earliest days, the church has gathered as a body to worship our Lord, Jesus Christ. Acts 
2: 44-47 states, “All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” 
 
I believe that God was pleased that we cared for our members and friends by suspending  
in-person worship in order that the virus could not be passed on to one another by our gathering. 
We’ve learned much since then and have a much better understanding of how this virus is  
transmitted and how it can be contained. Therefore, I also believe God is pleased with our  
protocols and procedures ensuring the safety of our worshippers and the cleanliness of our  
building. It is imperative that we follow those protocols and procedures and so I’m asking a lot of 
you and the staff to make that happen. Please continue your patience as we, together, work 
through this new normal and begin our new worship life. This will not last forever and in time 
Phase 2 protocols and procedures will be shared with everyone which will address things like  
Sunday school, church meetings, and inside and outside group usage of the building. 
 
“I am the church, you are the church, we are the church, together! All who follow Jesus, all 
around the world! Yes, we’re the church together! “(Hymn #558) 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Chris 
  

In–Person 

& 



Share the Journey   2 November 2020 

Phase 1 Worship Attendance Protocols, Principles, and Procedures 
 

Dear Aldersgate family, 

Like so many churches across the United States, we have sorely missed being together on Sundays. While the 

live stream broadcast has been good and even very good at times, there is simply nothing like seeing each  

other and worshiping God together as the body of Christ.  The earliest models of church worship had people 

gathering together face-to-face and Aldersgate United Methodist Church is eager to resume in person worship 

with a single service model to start.   
 

The first Sunday of in-person worship will be at 11:00 a.m. on November 8, 2020, and will be conducted in a 

safe and responsible manner and in coordination with state and local government and health guidelines. This 

document will be reviewed weekly and amendments, where necessary, will be made. Please note, the live 

stream broadcast through Facebook and YouTube will continue. 
 

To that end, we are instituting a phased plan which follows the latest guidance from the CDC, our denomination, 

state officials, and which, at the same time, respects our traditions. We believe that public worship can take 

place safely in an era of social distancing. To ensure that we meet those guidelines, we will be operating at 25% 

capacity or 160 people.  

 

Our plan for Phase 1 includes the following:  

Underlying protocols/principles 

Individuals will perform a self-assessment at home with the questionnaire below. Those who are excluded via 

the questions may not attend. While we believe we are putting into place every possible measure to protect our 

Aldersgate family, those who are immunocompromised should consider the highly infectious nature of COVID-

19, but will not be excluded. 

 

Question 1- Do you have any of the following symptoms: body temperature 100.4 or greater, cough, shortness 
of breath/difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, sore throat, vomiting, nausea,  
diarrhea, headache/congestion/runny nose with no known underlying cause (such as seasonal or chronic  
allergies), fatigue, or new loss of smell or taste? 

If NO, proceed to question 3. 
 

If YES (for body temperature of 100.4° or higher, etc.), or you are otherwise symptomatic and  
considered at risk for COVID-19 exposure and you have not taken a COVID-19 test, you may not attend 
worship. A negative COVID-19 test result or 14 days being symptom-free without medication is required 
to attend worship. If you have taken a COVID-19 test, proceed to question 2. 

 
 If YES, but symptoms have a known cause (asthma, COPD, chronic sinusitis, etc.), you may  

  attend worship. 
 

Question 2-Was the result of the COVID-19 test positive (meaning you have COVID-19)?  
 

If NO (meaning you don’t have COVID-19), you must be symptom-free for 14 days before  
 attending worship. 

 
If YES, you should isolate at home. You may attend worship upon obtaining a negative COVID-

 19 test result and you are symptom-free.  
 

Question 3-Have you been in close contact (e.g., within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) with a person with 
confirmed COVID-19 infection?  

If NO, you may attend church.  
 

  If YES, you will be restricted from attending worship for 14 days from the time you were exposed 

  to confirmed COVID-19. If a COVID-19 test is performed with a negative result, you will still be  
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restricted from attending worship until the end of the 14-day period to see if symptoms  
 develop. If no symptoms develop during the 14-day period, you are permitted to attend  

worship. 
 
Note that a negative test is relevant for the point in time at which the test was taken. It does 

not mean the person will not develop COVID-19 in the future.  
 

For your safety and the safety of the congregation and for contact tracing, online reservations must be made 

each week in order to attend worship. We will be providing an online system accessible on our website, 

www.aldersgatede.org. In the event that you don’t have access to the internet, you 

may reserve your seat by calling the office. Reservations for a given Sunday will 

open the Monday preceding that Sunday and can be made up until 11 a.m. each 

Sunday. 

 

Masks, for all people over the age of 2 per CDC guidelines, must be worn at all times 

while in the building and should be put on before arriving at the door. There will be a 

supply of masks available in the event that someone neglects to bring one.  

 

Families/Individuals must maintain at least 6 feet between them and another family/

individual at all times.  

 

Pews in the Sanctuary are cordoned off so that only every other pew will be used. There will also be an  

unused portion in the center of each pew, thereby keeping worshippers at least 6 feet apart. Families may sit 

together. The first 2 pews will not be used thereby creating plenty of space between participants and  

worshippers. 

 

The nursery will not be available for the time being, nor will activity bags for children.  The Children’s  

Message, when provided, will not include inviting children to come forward.   

 

Fellowship/Coffee will not be offered at this time. 

   

Procedures 

Please allow sufficient time for arrival procedures; the church doors will open at 10:40 a.m.  Only the main 

glass doors and the Fairfax doors will be used for entry and exit except in the case of an emergency. 

Please be on time, as only the Fairfax doors with the ramp will be left open for late arrivals after 11:05 a.m. 

The church’s entrance doors, when the weather is cooperative, will be propped open to limit contact with door 

handles. The main glass doors will be open at 10:40 a.m. for arrival and remain open until 11:05 a.m., and 

will similarly be propped open at departure time until everyone has exited. The Fairfax doors where the ramp 

is located will be open at 10:40 a.m. for arrival and will be available for late arrivals during the worship  

service. 

Immediately upon entry, each individual’s temperature will be taken by a greeter. Anyone registering over 

100.4°, per CDC guidelines, will not be permitted to enter. Signage will be displayed supporting this. 

Hand sanitizing stations will be placed just inside the entrance and must be used upon entry and exit. 

Families/Individuals will make their way to the narthex and be given direction by an usher as to which door to 

use to enter the sanctuary. Doors will be labeled 1, 2, and 3 for clarity. 

 

http://www.aldersgatede.org
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  Procedures, cont’d 

The Narthex will also have tables/stations where families/individuals can deposit their offering, and on  

communion Sundays, obtain a prepackaged communion element set. 

Bulletins, if provided, will be placed in pews in advance of the service, and worshippers are asked to take 

them home.  Members may prefer to access the bulletin electronically on their own devices.   

During the service, the custodian will sanitize surfaces that have been touched by those entering the building, 

including, but not limited to, handrails and door handles. 

The custodian will also be monitoring the restrooms and will sanitize the restroom in the event that it is used. 

However, it would be helpful if you could use the restroom at home before arriving. 

Families/Individuals will exit the sanctuary from the rear to the front maintaining at least 6 feet between them. 

The usher will guide this process.  It is expected that members will refrain from socializing indoors at the  

conclusion of worship. 

Worship protocol  

All participants in worship will be spaced at least 6 feet from one another and will wear a mask when not  

performing their role.  

Passing of the Peace will be not be a part of the worship service. While handshakes, hugs, and high fives will 

be absent from the worship service, friendly gestures will be encouraged.  

Singing and responsive elements can only take place with a mask on and should be done softly. 

When Communion is part of a worship service, distribution of the elements will take place in the Narthex.  

Members will get a prepackaged communion element set upon arrival, to be reserved until the appropriate 

time during worship. 

Our Director of Music and others will fulfill the role of a cantor, but a choir, as we are accustomed to, will not 

be used.   

The worship services will be designed to conclude within an hour, yet will include the usual elements of our 

worship tradition. 

Sunday worship services will continue to be shared live through Facebook and YouTube.  

Songs, lessons, and other liturgical materials will also be shared through screens in the sanctuary, which 

promises to visually enhance our worship experience and provide opportunities for worship engagement, in 

light of the restrictions and limitations imposed by COVID-19. 

Emergency procedures 

In the event of an emergency requiring members to exit the building, all Sanctuary doors and building exterior 

doors are available.   

In the event that an individual/family needs to exit the sanctuary during the worship service, an usher will  

assist to ensure that disruptions are minimized. 

Supplies on hand 

Two touchless thermometers 

Three stand hand sanitizer dispensers 

One backpack misting sanitizer 

 

 

Needs for each Sunday 

Two Greeters  

Three Ushers  

Susan Schranck will be the Registrar to facilitate 

contact tracing 

Ron Romine will be our custodian on Sundays 
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Finance Update: “Look Inward, To Serve Outward!”  

                To say that 2020 has been…”unique” is quite an understatement.  In this year of turmoil, 
challenges, heartbreak, and cancellations I know that I’m looking for ways to make positive 
change.  Well, I have found it- our 2021 Stewardship Campaign! 

                On Sunday, November 1st  we will kick off our annual campaign.  This year, our motto is 
“Look Inward, To Serve Outward”.  What does this mean?  It means that in these challenging times we can look to  
ourselves to help serve others.  There are four equally important categories for this campaign: tithing, prayer, witness, 
and service.  Although our community and world is a bit different right now, we all have it within us to make a difference. 

                Regardless of how much you can give, we ask that you return your pledge card.  Do not stress over what you 
pledge.  That is a sacred commitment between you and God and everyone’s situation is different.  All we ask is that you 
please submit your card so that we have a better idea of what 2021 will look like. 

                I hope you and your loved ones are doing well in this time of pause.  Please know that your support, witness, 
prayer, and service make a tremendous difference. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
Taber Smith 

From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

Flood ~Fire ~Wind ~Covid-19 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
 

With the election almost here it’s hard to focus on other things going on in our country.  But many Americans are  
suffering from the effects of fires in the West and hurricanes and flooding in the South- and of course there’s the  
devastating effects of Covid-19 on so many across America. 

It is  good to know that UMCOR is working hard to provide relief! 

If you have not please consider donating to UMCOR to help meet the needs of disaster response in our country. Every 
little bit helps and  as many of you know all donations go directly to helping people and communities in need. So thank 
you in advance! 

We are excited to return to in-person worship and appreciate all the careful planning of Pastor Chris, the staff and Lead 
Team to develop good protocols for our health and safety.  Hope to see you soon. 
 

Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

Emmanuel Dining Room Update 

Since March EDR has been giving guests boxed meals and has not had teams come in and cook. 

This is expected to continue for foreseeable future.  We appreciate all the volunteers who cooked in 
the early months of 2020  and those prepared to do so as the year progressed. Aldersgate has been 
contributing monies every month and will continue to support EDR in this way.  When the situation 
changes, we will let everyone know.    

Anne Murray and Linda Williams, EDR Coordinators 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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   Family Promise Update and Thank You 

Like so many things in 2020, Family Promise also had to make changes in 

the ways it provides care to temporarily homeless families.  Once again, Aldersgate was ready to jump in to help where 

needed.  Aldersgate was signed up for our fall turn at hosting the Family Promise guests during the third week in  

September.  However, with new COVID-19 precautions in place, we were called to help in new ways.  

The Family Promise guests are now staying at an extended-stay hotel in Christiana.  Aldersgate was asked to provide daily 

evening meals, groceries, pantry needs, and prayer to support the families during this challenging time.   Our volunteers 

made grocery store runs, prepared hot home-cooked meals, and provided a socially distanced delivery of the food to the 

guests each night of the week.   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management support from professional 

staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with families who graduate from 

the program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families secure housing in less than 60 days. Over 90%  

remain housed one year post-transition.  Aldersgate is just one congregation in the Interfaith Hospitality Network that 

makes this program possible by providing overnight accommodations and meals for 1 week, 4 times a year.  

Thank you to our amazing volunteers: The Gladden Family, Christine & Ron Wesley, LifePath Church, The Davenport 

Family, Natalie Dyke, Nancy Hough, Taber Smith, The Shahan Family, Ned Landis, David Bakey, Judy Morton, Eartha  

Arrington, Iva Boardman, and The Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group. 

A special thank you to Susan Schranck who has served as our Family Promise Set-up Coordinator for many years, long 

before Brian became Aldersgate’s Family Promise coordinator.  She announced that she will be retiring from this role in 

2020.   

Susan was integral to setting the stage for our Family Promise guests at Aldersgate 4 times a year.  She made sure that the 

rooms at Aldersgate were successfully converted to comfortable family bedroom space.  Susan made sure that each room 

was complete with inflatable beds, linens, pack & plays, lamps, alarm clocks, privacy screens, and welcome signs on each 

room.  At the end of each week, she worked with volunteers to convert our guest rooms back to Sunday School rooms on 

Sunday mornings.  She also coordinated our laundry team to wash everything and have it packed and ready to go for the 

next host week.  Susan’s attention to detail was critical to making sure that our guests had a clean and safe place to stay 

and that our church facilities were in great shape.  Thank you, Susan, for your leadership and your heart, helping our 

guests and volunteers for so many years!  You are the hands and feet of Christ! 

With Susan stepping down, we are actively seeking a new set-up coordinator to join our Family Promise team starting in 

2021.  If you think you might be interested in this rewarding volunteer opportunity, please reach out to Brian.   

The next opportunity to volunteer with Family Promise is December 13th-19th.  To volunteer 
or find out more please contact Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 
With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

Who are these Masked Volunteers? 
Our faithful and safe gardeners : Joanne Smeltz, 

Doug DeVoll and Carolyn Fleckenstein. They have 

worked together for many years to keep the  

Aldersgate gardens beautiful.  

             THANK YOU 

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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THANK YOU ALDERSGATE STAFF 

October was Pastor Recognition Month— THANK YOU PASTOR CHRIS AND PASTOR TONY for all that you do. Thank 
you also to all of the STAFF.  The staff who continued to work all these months of Covid restrictions. 

While photographs were not easily obtained for the staff, some suitable likenesses are shown in no particular order 
below.  Can you guess who they represent? 

 

 

Thank You and Best Wishes, Danielle 
Danielle Johnson, our Weekday Housekeeper, is leaving  

Aldersgate to live closer to her Mother. Danielle has been 

with Aldersgate for 8 years.   Danielle has worked beyond her 

normal duties to  help with Funeral Receptions, UMW 

Meetings, Altar Guild decorating,  rummage sale preparations, 

and others. Her last day at Aldersgate is  Friday, November 13, 

2020.  Thank you for all that you have done.  

Numbers 6:24  “ The Lord bless you and keep you”. 

 

From Staff Parrish Relations 

Aldersgate Staff 
Clockwise from  upper left: 

Kyle Smith– Church Administrative Assistant   

Emily Green– Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Sharon Jennelly– Director of Children’s Ministry and  Preschool 

Kevin Botbyl– Business Administrator 

Mark Sobol– Organist 

Susan Schranck– Volunteer Membership Secretary 

Dave Hapner– Weekday Maintenance Custodian 

Danielle  Johnson– Weekday Housekeeper 

Ron Romine– Sunday Custodian 

Rob McFarland– Director of Music 
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UMW Pledges 
If you have not turned in your UMW pledges they can be 
mailed directly to our UMW treasurer, Sharon  Owens. 
Sharon’s address is listed in the Aldersgate Directory. 
Checks should be made payable to Aldersgate UMW. 

Save the Date 
UMW Virtual Epiphany Meeting 

Monday, January 4, 2021 at 7 p.m. via Zoom  
 

 
 
 
 

Aldersgate 2021 Youth Musical – STAY TUNED! 
 

Normally, in the November Messenger we would be announcing the 2021 Youth Musical and providing audition  

information and performance dates for the upcoming year. But, as we all know, this isn’t a normal year. The Aldersgate 
Youth Musical Production Team is actively exploring our options, and we will be sure to let everyone know once a deci-
sion has been made. Our primary concern is the health and well-being of our amazing Cast & Crew and our loyal Angels 
and Audience members. In the meantime, wear your masks, social distance and wash your hands so we can gather to-
gether as soon as possible and make some wonderful new memories and friendships while we create a musical together! 
 
 -Janet Atwater, Director 

Calling all Third Graders 
We would like to gift all of our Third Graders with a Bible at the Sunday, November 22nd worship service. This is an  
exciting time for everyone! One of the biggest changes that occurred since your child started school was learning to 
read.  Regular Bible study is one of the building blocks of a Christian discipleship.  When your child reads the Bible for 
themselves, it allows the Holy Spirit to minister to them. We believe and have a commitment to our children at baptism 
and therefore, we are pleased to invite your Third Grader and your family to be present on Sunday, November 22, at 11 
a.m. in the Sanctuary. We will have an opportunity during the service for your child to receive a Bible. Please confirm that 
you will be there as you should have received a letter with this invitation. If your third grader and the family are unable to 
attend this in-person service, please contact me and we will be sure to make other arrangements for your child to receive 
a Bible. I can be reached at (302) 478-2575, ext. 118, or by email sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Brian and Kymberlie Kelly November 1  17 years 

Jeffrey and Karin Ingman November 2  29 years 

Andrew and Christy Ziegler November 2  1 year 

Edward and Sarah McFarland November 7  11 years 

Alexander and Sarah Spann November 8  40 years 

Ken and Pam Wright   November 12  65 years 

Michael and Barbara Johnson November 14  39 years 

Ken and Nivana Takvorian November 15  17 years 

Gary and Sandy Poplos   November 18  18 years 

Royal Lowthert and Jane Smith November 21  17 years 

Paul and Betty Aldrich   November 23  57 years 

John and Dinah Schlecht November 24  24 years 

Martin and Jane Wagner  November 26  37 years 

Richard and Jessica Johnston  November 28  61 years 

 

Jane Moore Utley  May 20, 2020 

Thanks to your generous support, we raised $4,800 

for the Wilmington food closets we support! What 

a blessing! We're coming up on the busy time of 

year for these food closets and, with this gift, they 

will be able to purchase the things that are most 

needed by their clients. This is another example of 

how Aldersgate serves as Christ's presence in our 

community.  

Thank you for your 

Harvest Food  

Donation 

Charlotte Anderson, daughter of Matthew and Linsey Anderson  October 18, 2020 

Cooper Anderson, son of Matthew and Linsey Anderson   October 18, 2020 

Grayson Smith, son of Ryan and Nitasha Smith    October 18, 2020 

Xander Wang, son of James and Rebekah Wang   October 18, 2020 

Anderson Family, Wang Family and Smith Family 
The Smith Family 

Ewan Jackson McFarland, son of Sara and David McFarland  September 30, 2020 
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

In-Person Worship Protocols 2 – 4 

Finance Update 5 

Lay Leaders 5 

Emmanuel Dining Room Update 5 

Family Promise 6 

Aldersgate Staff Thank You 7 

United Methodist Women 8 

Youth Musical 8 

Third Grade Bibles  8 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 9 

Life Events 10 

Poinsettia Order From 11 

Temporary Worship Schedule 

In-Person Worship Starting  

November, 8 at 11 a.m.— Reservation 

Required  

OR Streaming online on Sundays at 11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   
 

Or YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

Sunday, November 1 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

