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An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson 
about life. "A fight is going on inside me", he 
said to the boy. "It is a terrible fight and it is 
between two wolves. One is evil - he is an-
ger, envy, bitterness, negativity, sorrow, re-
gret, greed, arrogant, self-pity, guilt, resent-
ment, inferiority, lies, false pride, ugly gos-
sip, and ego. The other is good - he is joy, 
peace, love, hope, serenity, empathy, kind-
ness, benevolence, humility, generosity, 
truth, compassion, faith, pride, justice, and 
determination. This fight is going on inside 
you - and inside every other person, too." 
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather, 
"Which wolf will win?" The old Cherokee replied simply, "The one you feed." 

As we head into the Thanksgiving season, I am reminded that Christ is always 
inviting us to his table to dine with Him and that His banquet is made of food 
that leads to eternal life with Him. God says to the Laodiceans in the seventh ora-
cle in Revelation, “If you open the door…I will come and dine with you and you 
will dine with me.” He shared this invitation with them after having told them 
that all the things they held as important were causing them to be ineffective and 
indifferent and that He was disgusted by their lifestyle. He then offers them a 
way to become right with Him again. 

Christ is always available and always offering ways for us to be right with Him. 
The old Cherokee’s simple answer to his grandson could not be more true. 

·         What things are each of you partaking of at this time in your life? 

·         How do you see these things affecting you? 

·         And what will be the resulting fruit that you produce? 

My wish and my prayer for you is that you will feed the good wolf inside you a 
hearty diet that will lead to the evil wolf inside you being diminished and eventu-
ally eliminated. I hope each of you enjoys a happy Thanksgiving and can look up-
on this season with thanks for all that Jesus Christ is and does for you, us and the 
world. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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  From Your Lay Leaders 
 

           Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

       layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

Fall is now in full swing and so is the Fall Holiday marketing season.  We have 
just had Halloween and so maybe you noticed that Halloween candy, costumes, decorations began 
showing up in stores sometime in September.  There is barely time for a Thanksgiving season before 
the Christmas shopping season begins.   

With all of the overlapping and expanding “seasons” happening around this time of year, it is 
comforting to know that there is one year where the “seasons” are constant and never changing, even 
if the dates do change a bit.  Of course, we are referring to the Liturgical Year.   

In the Liturgical Year, there a six distinct periods of Christian observances, each focusing on a 
different aspect of the Christian experience and tradition.  Some of the dates change from year to 
year, but they are related to the celebration of Christmas and Easter.  Advent begins four Sundays 
before Christmas.  The Christmas Season includes the twelve days from sunset Christmas Eve 
through Epiphany.  The Season After Epiphany runs from the end of the Christmas Season until Ash 
Wednesday.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts until Easter.  Easter is the first Sunday after 
the first full moon after March 21.  The Season After Easter is 50 days long and goes through the Day 
of Pentecost.  The Season After Pentecost begins immediately after Pentecost Sunday and continues 
until the beginning of Advent.  This season is also known as Ordinary Time. 

It is nice to know a little bit about our Christian “seasons” even though some of them will es-
cape the stores’ notice entirely.           

Please keep your eyes and ears open in the coming weeks for information about how you can 
make a financial pledge to support the ministries of the Church.  Remember, the Church relies on 
you to maintain the Church building and fulfill our mission of “making disciples for the transfor-
mation of the world.”        

Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew 
cards during worship at all services, or send a message to us.   

          

Well done good and faithful servant!! 

After more than 40 years of supporting and promoting Christian 

Education here at Aldersgate, Eleanor (Ellie) Kelly has retired!  

Ellie has taught Sunday School from toddlers to adults (Seasons of 

the Spirit), taught Disciple Bible Study, led a small group study 

(Sisters).  In addition , Ellie served as Methodist Youth Fellowship advisor and 

served on the Education Commission and helped organize and run the Christian Day Camp with 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.  Ellie was part of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference Chil-

dren’s Ministry Team and led Children’s Ministry workshops. She also taught our Aldersgate Pre-

school 18 month old and 3’s classes. During these years of involvement and commitment to Chris-

tian Education, Ellie found time to serve as Lay Leader and to sing in the Chancel Choir. 

Thank you Ellie for sharing your gifts, passion for Christian education and love for the Lord with 

so many over the years!!!   

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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What’s Happening with the Trustees? 

Being a volunteer in these busy times is difficult, with work, family and social 

obligations. We would like to thank the following volunteers:  Luke Fresconi, 

Chris Burkett, Mark Wichman, Kevin Botbyl, Kyle Smith, Tom Lugg, Mike 

Conlan, Kathy Daum, and Christine Lassiter; also, a very special thanks to 

Bob Wilkinson, a non-member, who donated all the spackling and taping. By providing their time and 

skills in Room 137, these people have benefited our church and local community.  We would also like 

to thank those members who made generous financial gifts to help with the cost of the project.  The 

size and heavy usage of our church building makes it hard and expensive to maintain. Without volun-

teers like these folks we would be at a loss.  

We had some fun, made some dust, and met church members with whom we had never crossed 

paths.   Room 137 is coming along thanks to all of you that volunteer your skills! 

                                                      Thank You, 

                                                      The Board of Trustees  

On another note…Do you have a fob (or maybe more than one!) that is not being used?  Due to a re-

cent review of the database that was developed when the new door lock system was installed, it was 

discovered that there are a number of fobs that are “out there” and should be returned so that they 

can be reissued.  Kevin Botbyl, Church Administrator, is currently contacting individuals who repre-

sent outside groups who no longer use Aldersgate in an attempt to have those returned, but we would 

also like to have fobs from our own members who do not have use of them.  Please call or email Kevin 

to arrange the return of a fob if you have one; you may also put the fob in an envelope with a note so 

he knows who is returning it.   

ADVENT  WORKSHOP 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER  1 , 2019 , 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

All families are invited for the traditional Advent Work-

shop at Aldersgate. Join us in creating memories with 

decorative ornaments, baking and decorating cookies 

and fun together. 

Contact Sharon if you are able to lead a table and/or 

able to provide about 50 crafts for this event.  

Contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or (302)562-5808 

and sign up in the HUB binder. $ Donations will be accepted.  
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The More You Know… 
Reconciling Ministry Group News 
 
Do you have questions or concerns about being a Reconciling Ministries Congregation? Are you unsure about 
what the Bible says about LGBTQ+ people and their place in the family of the UMC? Here is a very interesting 
video that may help. It is a straightforward testimony and teaching, about 15 minutes long, from the bishop 
who wrote the Disciple Bible Study series and has served the UMC faithfully for 70 years.  
 
Bishop Richard Wilke: A Plea to the United Methodist Church:  https://youtu.be/0EOq-1uet_Y 
 
Your Reconciling Ministry Group will host a showing of this video along with doughnuts and discussion on 
Tuesday, November 12 at 7 p.m. All are welcome to attend. If you would prefer to meet during the daytime or 
if you have questions, contact Betsy at betsydiemer@comcast.net. 
 
Also, when Bishop Peggy Johnson visited Aldersgate in August, she gave us a reading list of books around the 
topic of the LGBTQ+ community and the church. Members of the group are making their way through these 
titles, but if you would like a copy of the list, it is in the HUB. 
 
Have you noticed the Reconciling Ministries Network display in the hall outside the church office? We are 
keeping track of the Peninsula-Delaware RMNetwork groups and the total number of Reconciling groups 
across the U.S. However, we are also happy to report that there is a new Reconciling Congregation in the Con-
go! It’s the first African group! Praise the Lord! 
 

RM Group Members: Betsy Diemer, Cheryl Merritt, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne Smeltz, Nancy Hough, 

Anne Murray, Judy Morton, Don Moyer, Adam West, Brian & Tyler Merritt, Anna, Amy & Cathy Goodman, El-

len Leonzio, Jennifer Hamer-Maansson, Diane Shea, Bert Diemer, Natalie Dyke, Karen Covey-Moore. 

Ulster Project Delaware 
Ulster Project Delaware (UPD) is currently seeking adventuresome applicants, aged 14 -16, for its 
44th annual month-long peace, service and leadership project in July 2020.   

American teens and their families host Protestant and Catholic teens from Northern Ireland as they 
seek to learn tolerance, build understanding and gain lifelong friendships.  All teens participate in 
day trips to NYC, DC, Philadelphia, Hershey Park and the beach; service projects; leadership and 
team building events; visits to various places of worship; and fun local outings.  Teens of all faiths 
and nationalities are encouraged to apply.  The cost is minimal and the experience is priceless!   

Applications are now being accepted.  Visit www.ulsterprojectdelaware.org for more information 
and email any questions to applyupd@gmail.com or call Ruth Langrehr at 302.893.1878.   Please 
join us on Sunday, November 17 at 1:30 p.m. for an information session at the Brandy-
wine Hundred Library, 1300 Foulk Road, Wilmington. 

Thanks! 

Ruth Langrehr 

UPD President 

UPD Recruitment Co-Chair 

302-893-1878 

Are you searching for a fun way to spend your summer? 

Do you want an opportunity to make friends from across the 

world? 

Do you jump at the chance for new adventures? 

Are you ready to do your part to make the world a better place? 

https://youtu.be/0EOq-1uet_Y
mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
http://www.ulsterprojectdelaware.org/
mailto:applyupd@gmail.com
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Date: Friday, November 22, 2019                                                Time: 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.              

                                       Location: Aldersgate Church’s Fellowship Hall 

          Everyone is welcome to this FREE event!  

                   RSVP: sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or adam.west@aldersgatede.org,  

                                Or Signup in the HUB or Facebook event_____________________________  

    Bring Favorite Board Game and Pot Luck dish to share! Drinks provided. 

After the Pot Luck dinner the Movie will be shown while people play board games. 

                      Showing: The Little Mermaid, Rated G. 

 

 Children’s Ministry  

Rummage Sale: Have you heard the good news that Aldersgate will be  
holding its next annual Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 18, 2020?  
Mark your calendars and start saving your treasures. Many fun volunteer  
opportunities are available. Special donation pickups will begin in January. 
 Questions? Contact any of the Tri-chairs: Chris Burket (cburket@gmail.com), 
Stacie DiGiacoma (staciedigiacoma@msn.com)or Nancy Hough (houghn1@hotmail.com)  

mailto:adam.west@aldersgatede.org
mailto:cburke@gmail.com
mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
mailto:hough1@hotmail.com
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Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management support 

from professional staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch 

with families who graduate from the program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families se-

cure housing in less than 60 days. Over 90% remain housed one year post-transition.  Al-

dersgate is just one congregation in the Interfaith Hospitality Network that makes this program possible by 

providing overnight accommodations and meals for 1 week, 4 times a year.  

Thank you to our compassionate volunteers who shared radical hospitality with our guests 

during our week of September 15—22. 

Jessica & Luke Fresconi,  Becky Bramley, Mark, Celia, and MJ Wichmann, Dave & Stacie DiGiacoma, Roger 

Domenick, Kym Kelly & Fiona, Frank Honisch, Tyler Merritt, Rebecca Townsend, Karen & Juliette Erskine, 

Kelly & Maggie Ernst, Jason, Issac, and Westen Zerbey, Don Temme, Anne Murray, Betsy Diemer, Amanda 

Moyer, Natalie Dyke, Carolyn Fleckenstein, Laura Parrish, Preston Cooper, Judy Morton, The Johnston Fam-

ily, Ron & Christine Wesley, Henry Daum, Sharon Owens, Chris Burket, Taber Smith, The Davenport Family, 

John Jennelly, Bill & Candy Elliott, Andy Shenk, Susan Kegelman, The Spine Group, Mt. Lebanon UMC, 

Donna Hitch, J.E. Hamer-Maansson, Nancy Hough, Bob Reis, Moose Patrol Troop 67, Bonnie Rambo, Ron 

Romine, & Marilyn Reiner. 

Volunteers served as overnight hosts, cooked and served dinner for 12-24 people each night, drove the 15 pas-

senger van to and from the Day Center, prayed for our guests and volunteers, played with our guests, served 

breakfast, donated food, inflated mattresses and transformed classrooms to bedrooms, did laundry, swept 

floors, wiped tables, and provided our guests with a safe and grace-filled environment to rest.   

The next opportunity to host is December 15 – 21.  To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian 
at bjmerritt@outlook.com.  We would love to join with you to help make this Christmas season a bit brighter 
for folks experiencing a difficult season in life.  
 

With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

Pecan Sale—UMW will be selling pecans again this fall. Pecans come 
fresh from the grower in halves and pieces and will be available for $12 a 
pound in early November. Orders may be placed with circle leaders or 
with Laura Parrish (302-477-1718). 

UMW Cookie Walk—Saturday. December 14. Doors open at 9 a.m. Fill 
a box with homemade Christmas Cookies for $12. Cookies, other baked 
goods, crafts and “New to You” Christmas decorations will also be availa-

ble for purchase. Proceeds support missions for women, children and youth. Please help make this an-
nual community event a huge success by baking cookies for the walk and bringing them (labeled 
“cookie walk”) to the kitchen next to the Auditorium on Friday, December 13 by 4 p.m. or Saturday, 
December 14 between 7-8:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aldersgate United Methodist Women are looking forward to visiting Sight & Sound Theatre near Lan-
caster, PA to see the show Miracle of Christmas.  ONLY  ONE OR  TWO SEATS  LEFT. If you would 
like to join us, please contact Kathy Daum, daumhf@comcast.net.  

Sight & Sound Bus Trip 
 
 

Tuesday, November 12, 11 a.m.  
 

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
tel:302-477-1718
mailto:daumhf@comcast.net


Share the Journey   7 November 2019 

ORDERS CAN BE SUBMITTED NOVEMBER 24 THROUGH DECEMBER 15 

Each plant is $10.00  Please make checks payable to Aldersgate UMC. 
 

Purchased poinsettias may be picked up from the Narthex 
following any service on Christmas Eve. DEADLINE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15. 

Name: ___________________________________    Phone: __________________ 

# of Plants: _____ Total Amount Enclosed: ($__/plant): ___________________ 

 

_____ I will pick up my poinsettia order _____ Please deliver my poinsettia to a shut-in 

 

Plant #1:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #2:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #3:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #4:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form in a pew envelope, 
SEPARATE from your offering. Thanks! 
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Aldersgate 2020 Youth Musical Auditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, December 13, 2019 4:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. (Music Center Room)   

Saturday, December 14, 2019 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (Bell Choir Room)    

     

First Cast Read-thru will be on Sunday, December 15, 2019 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Aldersgate Music Center   

Anyone in 2nd grade or older is eligible to audition.   

There are MANY singing AND non-singing roles. 

Please bring a completed audition form along with a photo of yourself to the audition. 

Audition forms can be found on the Bulletin Board by the Music Center, online at 

www.aldersgatede.org or downloaded from the Signup Genius – see link below. 

You will be asked to sing Part of Your World, Under the Sea or Poor Unfortunate Souls 

from the show, and/or a brief song of your choice. The music for these 3 songs is also availa-

ble for download on the Signup Genius. You may also be asked to read from the script. 

You can sign up for an audition time at Signup Genius using the link below. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4FA8A72CA6F94-audition4 

As many as three (3) people can sign up in each time slot.  You MUST Sign up for an Audition 

time. Anyone who does not sign up in advance will not be guaranteed an audition. 

*For additional questions, or if you cannot attend the auditions but would like to be in the 

show, please contact Mrs. Atwater to arrange an audition at Janet@JanetAtwater.com. 

Rehearsals will begin on Saturday, January 4, 2020. Most rehearsals will be on Sundays, alt-

hough there will be some Saturday rehearsals and additional days as needed, especially for indi-

viduals with leading roles. 

2020 Performances 

 Friday, March 6 @ 7 p.m. & Saturday, March 7 & Sunday, March 8 @ 2 p.m. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4FA8A72CA6F94-audition4
mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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The Arts at Aldersgate                            

Please join us Sunday, December 8, 2:30 p.m. for 
our annual Christmas Concert, featuring the music 
ministry of Aldersgate.  This year we will be joined 

by the music ministry of St. Paul’s UMC, and members 
of the choir from Richardson Park UMC.  This is a 

simple and wonderful opportunity to invite someone to visit the church, 
and we encourage each member of Aldersgate to bring a guest, and fill 
the Sanctuary to capacity!  The concert will last approximately an hour and fifteen minutes, and will be fol-
lowed by our usual grand reception in the auditorium.  Admission is free as always, and we will collect a 
free-will offering at the end of the program.  Join us December 8, 2:30 p.m., as we sing, play, and ring in 
the Christmas season! 

 Rob McFarland 

Director of Music Ministry 

 

   

Mark Your  

Calendar!! 

The EASIEST “BIG HELP” GIG EVER ! 

Will you please be one of the wonderful people who occasionally attends a children or youth Sunday 
School class as the “second adult” in the room? 

  

 

The “BIG HELP” 

-        Safe Sanctuaries require two adults in each children and youth Sunday School class 

-        Occasionally, only one regular leader for a class is available that day 

-        Without a second adult in the room, the class can’t be held 

  

 

SO EASY for you 

-        No preparation 

-        Observe or participate ... your choice 

-        When there is a need, you can say yes or no for that week 

-        You decide how often (at most) … once a month? every 2 months? every 3 months? 

  

 

How to become an EASY BIG HELP GIG-er 

-        Contact Sharon Jennelly:  sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org ;  (302) 562-5808 

-        Or, sign up before or after a service 

 -        SO EASY!     

 

  And yet such a BIG HELP! 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Everly Rose Nanni.  Daughter of Brittany 

and Thomas Nanni. On September 29  

 

        Brian and Kymberlie Kelly             November 1     16 years 

        Jeffrey and Karin Ingman              November 2    28 years 

        Mike and Renee Smith                    November 2     23 years 

        Edward and Sarah McFarland       November 7     10 years 

        Alexander and Sarah Spann           November 8    39 years 

        Ken and Pam Wright                       November 12  64 years 

        Michael and Barbara Johnson       November 14  38 years 

        Ken and Nivana Takvorian             November 15   16 years 

        Gary and Sandy Poplos                    November 18  17 years 

        Royal Lowthert and Jane Smith     November 21  16 years 

        Paul and Betty Aldrich                      November 23  56 years 

        John and Dinah Schlecht                 November 24  23 years 

        Martin and Jane Wagner                 November 26  36 years 

          Richard and Jessica Johnston        November 28  60 years 

        Dennis and Marybeth Snyder         November 28  44 years 

Chili and Chocolate Cook-off     
Social X  

Saturday, February 8, 2020,  5 p.m. 

Good Food! Fellowship! Drawings!
Awards!  & Sombreros of Glory (tm) ! 

Consider inviting someone … it's 
a nice, fun way to introduce 
a friend or family to Aldersgate 

Categories:   

Chili  …  Chocolate  …  and for 
2020  ...  CHEESE 

(Chili, chocolate, and cheese entries 
can't contain either of the other main 
ingredients) 

Questions or ideas?  Head Chili Bean = 
Jeff Walters 

Become a member of Aldersgate UMC! 
Our next new member class is being offered on Saturday, November 23 at 10 a.m. – noon. Childcare 
available upon request.  In this class we will answer your questions about Aldersgate and the United 
Methodist church, give you a tour of the building, and introduce you to the ministries and people in our 
congregation. The next “class” of new members will be installed on Sunday, December 8. Please con-
tact Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator, to reserve your seat.  newmembers@aldersgatede.org  

Combined choir singing at recent traditional service 



Share the Journey   11 November 2019 

2020 Pledge Campaign 

We need your help with the 2020 Pledge Campaign. Please take a moment to fill out the 

pledge card at the bottom of this page and either place it in an envelope and mail it back 

to us or bring it to church by Sunday, November 24. But don’t wait! Do it right now while 

you’re thinking about it. We’re counting on you and your support and thank you in ad-

vance for your pledge for 2020. The Covenant Card in the middle of the page is for you to 

keep track of the 5 areas that you commit to support as a United Methodist. 

Please cut here and place somewhere at home you’ll see it often 

My Personal Covenant with God for 2020 

 
    As a member or friend of Aldersgate United Methodist Church, I 
will faithfully participate in its ministries by my prayers, my presence, 
my gifts, my service and my witness.  
I, therefore, covenant with you, Lord, that I will: 
Pray on a _____________basis for ____ hour(s). 

Be present for ________% of church activities. 

Tithe 10% or Give $________ per week for 2020. 

Serve my church by ________________________________________. 

Witness to _____________ people per ____________. 

Please cut here and return the form below to church 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
2020 Financial Commitment Card 

        Individual            Family 

Name:____________________________________  Date:_______________________ 

Address: __________________________________  Phone:______________________ 

 ___________________________________  Email:______________________________________________   

I/We pledge to support the ministry with a financial commitment for 2020 of $______________________.  

   I/We already give through Automatic Draft (ACH) and want to continue and/or increase our support. 

              I/We wish to sign up for Automatic Draft (ACH) for my/our giving.  

   I/We need envelopes and don’t currently receive them. 

PLEASE RETURN BY NOVEMBER 24, 2019 
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Fall Worship Schedule  
 

 
Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium  
Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

   
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays — 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
 


