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A significant place where disciples are made

The Messenger

Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow
This hymn written by Bishop Thomas Ken and
known as the Doxology is one of the most beloved
hymns sung hundreds, if not thousands, of times
on any given Sunday. The word “doxology” is derived from the Greek words “doxa” (glory) and
“logos” (word) - a word of glory:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Bishop Thomas Ken was born in Berkhamsted, England in July of 1637 at a time when there was
great upheaval in England in regards to the Church and the Monarchy – an English civil war, if you
will. In 1652 Thomas entered Winchester College, where he was an exemplary student. In 1656
he entered Oxford and was ordained in 1662. After a decade of several pastorates, he returned to
Winchester College to serve in various capacities, including chaplain to the bishop. He also composed poems, prayers and hymns, some of which would later be published in a book entitled
“Manual of Prayers”.
Bishop Ken continued to write hymns until his death in 1711. His hymns, especially the Doxology,
influenced countless people. George Whitfield remarked that Thomas Ken’s hymns were of great
benefit to his soul at the age of ten.
150 years after his death, an impressive scene occurred at Andover. They were having a great gathering at the collegiate dinner table and, unexpectedly, it was announced that the telegraphic cable
across the ocean was successful. At that moment it is said that “a thousand gentlemen spontaneously arose, and, in the majestic sounds of ‘Old Hundred’ sang” the soul inspiring strain: “Praise
God, from whom all blessings flow.”
Records also show the fact that during a season of revival in London, the church was accustomed
to sing the Doxology at each time the report was given of a new case of conversion. During one
day they had occasion to repeat it some thirty-five different times, as one and another had been
added as trophies of the cross.
Bishop Thomas Ken was a bold and convicted servant of God and it is said that not many (if any) of
his sermons are remembered, but the Doxology became one of the most powerful anthems of the
Church.
Let us praise God from whom all blessings flow this Thanksgiving and always!
From our house to yours,
A most blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!

Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas
Share The Journey

From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

layleader@aldersgatede.org
From the Lay Leaders
This year the calendar is a little complicated. Thanksgiving is the fourth of five Thursdays in the month, for
one thing. Also, although the first Sunday of Advent will be celebrated on December 3rd, we will begin our
Advent preparations by celebrating Pizza SUP on Monday, Nov. 27th. There will also be salad and dessert.
Plan to join us to kick off the Advent season supporting Christmas Joy and enjoying free food and fellowship.
As we have done the past two years, we will have Christmas cards to sign for our shut-in members. In the
Auditorium, 5 – 7 p.m.
Remember, we want to support you in your Christian walk. If you have prayer concerns, please share them
on the pew cards during worship at all services, or send a message to Pastor Don or one of us.

Betsy Diemer & Ferris Wharton

Pecan Sale—UMW
will be selling pecans again this fall.
Pecans come fresh
from the grower in
halves and pieces
and will be available in early November. Pecans
will be are $11.75 a pound. Orders may be placed
with circle leaders or with Laura Parrish (302-4771718).

November Lunch Meeting
Tuesday, November 21st
At 11:45 a.m.
Am I normal? Are you Normal? Easily asked, but . . . .
Pastor Don Godwin will help us understand
‘Normal’ when he shares from the book Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know Them by
John Ortberg. Ortberg pops the myth of normalcy and hands us the keys to creating and
sustaining strong relationships and community.
The Methodist Men’s luncheon and meeting
will be Tuesday, November 21st at 11:45 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. This is a great opportunity for fellowship. Visitors and guests are encouraged.

UMW Cookie Walk—Saturday, December 9th.
Doors open at 9 a.m. Fill a box with homemade
Christmas Cookies for $12.00 a box. Cookies, other
baked goods, crafts and “New to You” Christmas
decorations will also be available for purchase.
Proceeds support missions for women, children
and youth.

Bob Hawkins

Please help make this annual community event a
huge success by baking cookies for the walk and
bringing them (labeled “cookie walk”) to the
kitchen next to the Auditorium on Friday, December 8th or Saturday, December 9th between 7 and
8:30 a.m.

Stacie Sharpless DiGiacoma
Share the Journey
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TRUSTEE HAPPENINGS
It has been a busy summer and start to the fall with a variety of projects reaching completion
and others getting underway. We encourage you to take particular notice of completions.










Remember when our steeple was a landmark beacon on 202? Most of us forgot;
however, Rex Palmer did not. He repaired the wiring, replaced the timer and installed new lights. The route into the steeple is tortuous. Thanks Rex. (Complete)
Improved lighting in the courtyard where new lights were installed on the columbarium and in the
renovated fountain pool. If you are at church in the evening please take notice. Thanks to Doug Devoll, Carolyn Fleckenstein, Joanne Smeltz and Adam West.(Complete)
Renovation of room 237 provides a more attractive, functional and comfortable room for meeting.
Thank you to Kevin Botbyl, Dave Hepner, Ed McFarland, Bob Reis and Don Moore. (Complete)
New handicap parking signs have been installed to help members and visitors find the appropriate
entrances. Thanks to many that have given their time to this project. (Complete)
A project has been initiated to replace the speakers in the Sanctuary. Fortunately the sound board in
the back was expanded and updated recently and will be adequate. Two quotations are being prepared and a third will be solicited. With our excellent music programs as well as spoken word from
the pulpit and lectern and entertainment events like our youth musicals, enhanced hearing will improve all attendees’ experience. The expense will be significant but will be paid back in many ways.
Two Eagle Scout projects from our Troop 67 were okayed to proceed. One to build a vegetable garden, maintain and grow produce for food kitchens led by Ben Pendley. The second by Patrick Taylor
to construct a “book box” for the playground where reading material will be kept and maintained for
adults to use while children play.

If you have any questions or ideas for improving our building or grounds please contact a trustee.

Don Moore
The Annual Rummage Sale is less than SIX MONTHS away, and the excitement is already building—especially
in the form of donations. I will go on record as having said when I first joined the Staff at Aldersgate that I did
NOT like this event—months before it happened! My attitude about it quickly changed, however, when I
saw the all of the hard work done by so many people to get ready for it and then to experience it first-hand
on Saturday and be included in the event, even as an Aldersgate “probie.” I am looking forward to the 2018
sale and thinking about several areas where I may want to volunteer!
As you find items that you no longer want in your own home but still have good life left in them for someone
else, please note that you must schedule a time to drop off your items. In the past, many things have been
stored under stairwells at the church. Due to a recent visit by the Fire Marshal’s Office, we were notified that
practice CANNOT continue due to the hazards it presents. Please call Chris Burket at (609) 504-3107 to
schedule a time for you to drop off your items; this will allow them to be placed in a safe and appropriate
space the first time. Look for more information in next month’s issue!

Kevin Botbyl
Share the Journey
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It’s Fall Cleanup Time
around the church grounds!
Everyone is invited
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12th, 10-10:45 a.m.
Led by: Youth and Generation Go Classes
Bring: For litter pickup—gardening or work gloves; trash bags and some plastic gloves supplied.

For garden cleanup—gloves, weed diggers, hand clippers, and trowels.
Meet in the Auditorium.
Dress: For the weather—rain or shine
Refreshments: By Caring for Creation Team

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sponsored by Caring for Creation Team

Lorraine Fleming

Thanks to the good work and TLC of the members of the Caring for Creation Team and abundant rainfall over the summer the middle and far islands are now both planted and growing, growing, growing!
Some time ago, Pastor Chris loaned a wheelchair to a person whose husband was in need of one. Since then the husband has died and the
wheelchair has been returned to Aldersgate along with the following
note of thanks:

Thank
you

Thank you for letting us borrow the wheelchair when my husband was in need. I
am sorry I haven’t returned it sooner. His death was sudden and I am now ready
to start getting things back together. Thank you for being so kind to help him be
mobile for the time he needed it.
Michelle Armstrong

Share the Journey
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Finance Report
Your Finance Committee (Parentheses indicate term expiration)
Chair – John Prince (2020)
Matt Anderson (2018)
Bill Holloway (2018)
Dorothy Whiteman (2019)
Brett Landis (2019)
Janeen Ernst (2019)
Preston Cooper (2020)
Dennis Snyder (2020)

Ex Officio:
Pastor – Chris Pennington
SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley
Trustees – Jonathan Dyke
Treasurer – Lynette Kenton
Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl
Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton

We are now one quarter through this fiscal year and thanks to your continuing support contributions for
the past 12 months vs the previous 12 months are about 10% higher this year. Considering this period
includes our traditional ‘slump’ in giving, I feel very thankful. With your support we helped 12 agencies
this quarter with almost $7,000 in total payments.
Contributions statements were sent out as of the end of September that reflect your giving from January
to September. About 2/3 of the statements were sent electronically which saves us time, paper and
stamps. If you did not receive your statement, please contact our Treasurer Lynette Kenton:
(lynette.kenton@aldersgatede.org or 302.478.2575 x-111).
Contribution Envelopes (donations) are provided on a quarterly basis for your convenience. These
printed envelopes have a unique three-digit number assigned to the donor. If you don’t currently receive
packets of envelopes and would like to have them, please contact our Membership Secretary Susan
Schranck (susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org or 302-478-2575 x-117).
On the other hand, if you receive them and don’t use them, please contact Susan and you will be assigned a four digit ‘virtual’ envelope number which is used to record your donations. This is another effort
to ‘go green’ and reduce our cost which is running about $1,000 per year. Every cut helps.
Our annual Stewardship Campaign is starting and you should expect to see a letter in the mail arriving
in the next few weeks. Please prayerfully consider your commitments to Aldersgate and return your
Financial Commitment Card to us on Sunday, November 26, 2017. If you don’t receive a mailing by the
end of October, please let me know john.prince@aldersgatede.org or 302.740.0192. John Prince
Dear Reverend Pennington and members of

UMC,

Thank
you

On behalf of the Pen-del CONAM, please accept our thanks
and gratitude for your gift to the Native American Ministries
Special Sunday Offering. Your gift makes a difference in the lives of local
and global communities. We pray that God will continue to bless your ministries and your congregation.
In Creator’s Name,
Ragghi Rain
Share the Journey
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Harvest Food Festival Results
Thanks to the generosity of you and our friends at St. Mary Magdelen Church, we collected over 5 ½ tons of
food on October 1st to help feed the hungry in Wilmington! On Monday, October 2nd, we delivered the food to
the following 8 food closets:
Claymont Community Center
Sunday Breakfast Mission

Ezion Mt. Carmel UMC
St. Paul’s Catholic Church

St. Patrick’s Center

Neighborhood House

Brandywine Community UMC
St. Helena’s Catholic Church

The following 12 Aldersgate people donated their Monday morning to help deliver the food:
Ken Roth
Jake Gaz
Rex Palmer Jason, Isaac, Weston Zerbey Ned Landis
Jay Gladden Judy Morton Dave Dunbar Chris Pennington

Kevin Botbyl

A special thanks to
Ronnie O’Connor
who coordinated
the St. Mary Magdelen participation
and to Diamond
Chemical for the
donation of 2
trucks to deliver
the food.

Henry Daum

Just in case you
need a little
more motivation
to come to
church!!
Aldersgate Children’s Choir
Share the Journey
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Mark your calendar,
our Annual Christmas Concert will
held at 4 p.m. on
December 10th and
will feature all of
AUMC’s musical ensembles. An orchestra will join the combined choirs, including the Aldersgate Chancel Choir and
Vocal Impact and the Hockessin United
Methodist Church to present “A Christmas Celebration,” along with other selections. Come enjoy the holiday spirit!
The Gateway Ringers will be playing at
the 11 a.m. Traditional Service on
October 29th.
The Aldersgate Brass will be playing at
the 11 a.m. Traditional Service on
December 10th.

University of Delaware
Schola Cantorum
Saturday, November 11th, 8 p.m.
Schola Cantorum presents
In Paradisum
Duane Cottrell, Conductor
Marvin Mills, Organ

Coming to Aldersgate!

Program: Requiem
by Maurice Durufle
Ain'-a That Good News, William L. Dawson
I Got Shoes, Robert Shaw
Deep River, Norman Luboff
Elijah Rock, Jester Hairston
Give Me Jesus, L.L. Fleming
Hold On! Jester Hairston

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for Seniors, UD Faculty/
Staff Alum, and $5 for Students, and Children. Tickets
are available in advance at the REP Box Office by calling (302) 831-2204 or stopping by. Tickets will also be
available at the door with cash or check. REP Box Office is open 12-5 p.m. M-F.
More about Music at Delaware on our
website: www.music.udel.edu

Aldersgate is truly helping to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world. Because of our Aldersgate Go Team Community Outreach, Spirit Lake Ministry Center is able to offer a Bible study this fall. Over the past few years, missionaries Pastor Mike and
Libby Flowers have grown the Spirit Lake congregation from zero to approximately 60 worshippers every
Sunday evening. During Lent, they decided to offer a Bible study. They ordered ten books and prepared a
meal for study participants and their families. Twenty-five people came!!! Because of the response to the
Lenten study, Mike and Libby decided to offer a Bible study this fall. They were trying to figure out how to
purchase the books, video and food so that they could again offer a supper along with the study. Guess
what???? A check arrived from Aldersgate – covering the total cost for the fall study plus money to help with
next year’s Lenten Study.
Thank you Aldersgate for your generosity and helping us live out the mission of the United Methodist
Church!!!
Share the Journey
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For more info on Juliette Kang, visit https://www.philorch.org/about/

Share the Journey
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Caregiver Stress Quiz

Managing Caregiver Stress

Yes No 1. Does care recipient have
significant memory loss?

Submitted by Pastor Don
I find that Caregivers are throughout our congregation and
as our members grow older they find out that they can not
do the things they enjoyed or needed to do. The stress on
Caregivers as they try to manage the growing needs of
their loved ones becomes overwhelming. Here are some
tips for Managing Caregiver Stress
1. Talk with other caregivers. Talking about the stress
of Caregiving can give you a great deal of relief.

Yes No 2. Are the physical demands of caregiving taxing you?
Yes
No 3. Does care recipient
wander away if not watched?
Yes
No 4. Does care recipient
have bowel or bladder accidents?

2. Take time for yourself. Make sure you take time off
from caregiving. Time to yourself is essential.

Yes
No 5. Is care recipient demanding or manipulative?

3. Know what resources are available and ask for
help. Caregiving is a huge job—and it is too much
to do alone.

Yes No 6. Is care recipient verbally
abusive to you?

4. Learn to let go. Focus on those things that are most
important. Let go of less important commitments.

Yes No. 7. Do you have competing
demands for your time (such as dependent children, employment)?

5. Take care of yourself. Without good rest you will
quickly wear down. Things that used to be manageable may seem unbearable!
6. Eat well, your food is your body’s fuel. Without
good food, we quickly wear down.
7. Avoid Alcohol. Alcohol and other drugs may seem
like they are helping your stress. But in the long
run, they will wear your body down.

Yes No 8. Did care recipient recently move in with you (or did you
move in with him/her)?
Yes
No 9. Can care recipient afford to purchase needed medications,
supplies, outside help?

8. Keep your sense of humor. Try as best you can to
find humor in difficult situations.

Yes
health?

9. Exercise is one of the best ways to reduce stress.
Even a few minutes daily can help!

Yes
No 11. Are you able to take
time each week to purse your own outside interests?

10. Give yourself credit, not guilt. You deserve a pat on
your back, you are doing a tough job, and you deserve a reward once in a while.

No 10. Are you in good

Yes
No. 12. Do you exercise at
least three times a week for 20 minutes?

Don’t Forget!
Aldersgate Autumn Gala: That’s Entertainment
Friday, November 3rd, 6 – 9 p.m.
Childcare Available!

Share the Journey
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Friday, November 17th
6- 8:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
Everyone is welcome
to this FREE event!
Bring Favorite Board Game and Pot Luck dish to share! Drinks provided.
After the Pot Luck dinner the Lego Batman Movie (PG) (2h 9m)
will be shown while some people may play board
games that they brought to share.
RSVP: sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org Text: 302-562-5808 or
adam.west@aldersgatede.org

Sherrie Graveline’s father
passed away on October 7,
2017.

November
Kenneth and Pamela Wright

62 years

Gary and Sandy Poplos

15 years

October 7, 2017.

Paul and Betty Aldrich

54 years

Teresa Yarbrough passed away
on October 10, 2017.

Richard and Jessica Johnston

58 years

William Morton, brother of Judy
Morton passed away on

Share the Journey
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You just might get this article in time to join us for our upcoming Youth Fall Bonfire Sunday
October 29th from 4-7 p.m.. Presented in conjunction with Young People's Ministries of the
Peninsula-Delaware Conference of The United Methodist Church, this free event for area
youth groups will be full of fall fun, including hayrides, dinner 'round the campfire (including
s'mores), and great worship!
Register online today!
For more information, visit our Youth Fall Bonfire page online at http://www.pecometh.org/
youth-fall-bonfire or call us at 410-556-6900.
Grow your faith with a spiritual renewal!
Check out the Emmaus display at church or online flywithchrist.org
We prayed for the recent Men's and Women's weekends and will pray for the Chrysalis Youth
Retreats - November 3-5 (for girls) and November 17-19 (for guys) all held at Camp
Pecometh. Talk with John or Sharon Jennelly about this experience.
Save the dates: Men's Walk- March 15-18, Women's Walk- April 26-29 and May 3-6, 2018.
Advent Workshop - All ages are invited for a light lunch, make and/or lead a table with
Christmas crafts while enjoying fellowship with each other.
December 3rd, First Sunday of Advent, Noon-3 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Contact Sharon now as crafts and helpers are needed. Please also let us know
how many are attending. RSVP: Email, call or sign up in the church office.
Light lunch provided- ($ donations being accepted.) Of course we will be baking and decorating those delicious Christmas cookies!
Sharon Jennelly
LuLaRoe Fundraiser- shop with us
on Tuesday, November 7th, 9 a.m.12:30 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.- In Room
122, benefiting the Purchase of an
I-PAD for Aldersgate preschool’s
technology in the Classroom

Share the Journey
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Worship Schedule
Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium
Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Children’s Church will be during the 11 a.m. fall worship
services, September 24th– November 19th. After the Reading of the Gospel, Mrs. Sharon Jennelly and/or Adam West
will invite all 4 year olds -3rd graders to follow them to
Room 137 to sing, dance, learn more about an exciting Bible story and participate in an age-appropriate craft! We
will be exiting from the front of the church then will bring
the children back to the Sanctuary by the end of the service. Please let us know if you are able to help out in this
ministry.
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Family Game Night
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Life Celebrations
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Pecometh Acttivities; Advent Work Shop
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3 Month Alert!! Yes, the 8th annual Chili &
Chocolate Cook-off Social Evening is
only 3 short months away. Save the date :
5 p.m. Saturday, January 27, 2018. New mystery food & prize
category to be announced. Stay tuned to your Chili Channel.
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