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Take Another (closer) Look 
As many of you are already aware, music plays a large part in my life. I feel that the Holy Spirit 

works in and through me using music as its medium. I have often felt closest to the Lord when I 

have been singing or listening to music.   

I want to share the words to a very familiar hymn with you. The hymn is “For the Beauty of the 

Earth” and you probably have sung it countless times in your church life. Today, however, take a 

prayerful and meditative look at the words to this hymn. It was written in the mid 19th century 

by Folliet S. Pierpoint.   

One of the interesting things about old hymns is that they were often written as a way to get 

theology across to people who otherwise would not think about it, let alone, study it. Look at the 

six verses to this hymn and notice the subtle switch that occurs.   

 

Verses 1-4 are offering thanks for the many things that God has provided. Verse 5 includes the 

church among these things and suggests praise and sacrifice. This is where the switch starts to 
(Take Another Look—Continued on page 2) 

For the beauty of the earth,  

for the glory of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth  

over and around us lies;  

 

Chorus: Lord of all, to thee we raise  

this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the beauty of each hour  

of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale, and tree and flower,  

sun and moon, and stars of light; (Chorus) 

 

For the joy of ear and eye,  

for the heart and mind's delight,  

for the mystic harmony,  

linking sense to sound and sight; (Chorus) 
 

 
For the joy of human love,  

brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth and friends above,  

for all gentle thoughts and mild; (Chorus) 

 

For thy church, that evermore  

lifteth holy hands above,  

offering upon every shore  

her pure sacrifice of love;  (Chorus) 

 

For thyself, best Gift Divine,  

to the world so freely given,  

for that great, great love of thine,  

peace on earth, and joy in heaven: (Chorus) 
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Check your calendar and mark the following dates to have your 

photo taken for our upcoming 65th Anniversary Pictorial                        

Directory—Don’t be left out! 

 

 Friday, November 25, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 

136, 138 

 Wednesday, November 30, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Thursday, December 1, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Friday, December 2, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Saturday, December 3, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Wednesday, December 28, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Thursday, December 29, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

Thanks to Tim & Jackie Young for heading up this church-wide effort! You can sign up online at www.aldersgatede.org 

or at the information table after worship.  Sign up soon so you can be sure to get your preferred time slot! 

happen. Verse 6, on first appearance, could look just like the rest, but Mr. Pierpoint has included the theology of the 

gift of Jesus to the world. It’s subtle, but it’s there.   

In this season of giving thanks for the abundant grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, let’s not lose sight of the 

foundational purpose of His existence here on the earth. His sacrifice is our redemption and it’s up to us to open the 

door for Jesus to enter. 

Grace & Peace, 

        Pastor Chris    

(Take Another Look—Continued from page 1) 

 

Greetings from your Stewardship Chairs                                    
Brett Landis and Taber Smith!   

We are excited to begin this journey with everyone here 
at Aldersgate. Over the coming weeks, we'll be talking 
about the five covenants we hold dear: 

Prayers * Presence * Gifts * Service * Witness   

Please open your heart and mind as we strengthen our 
church, our community, and our world for the glory of 
God. 

Dear friends, 

As you know, I do much of our hospital visitation, but I 
can't have a ministry of pastoral care to anyone of you 
UNLESS- you notify the church either through the              
hospital, calling the church office (302-478-2575) or 
calling me directly (302-562-4711). 

When we are sick there is added stress on our lives and 
our family and I want to be there with you and for you, 
praying for your healing and recovery and enlisting our 
church family to pray also. So please keep us informed. 

My book study this fall is going well at both Maris 
Grove and here at church. Come spring, I will be              
offering a study on the book Imagine Heaven by John 
Burke. Consider this note your invitation to our 9 a.m. 
Sunday morning Traditional service in the sanctuary for 
worship and prayer. 

   Blessings, 

    Pastor Don 
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United Methodist Women 

Pecan Sale—UMW will be selling pecans again this fall.             
Pecans come fresh from the grower in halves and pieces and 
will be available in early November. Price will not be set until 
harvest, but historically they have been $11 a pound. Orders 
may be placed with circle leaders or with Laura Parrish                                   
(302-477-1718).  

UMW Cookie Walk—Saturday. December 10. Doors open at 
9 a.m. Fill a box with homemade Christmas Cookies for $12.00 
a box. Cookies, other baked goods, crafts and “New to You” 
Christmas decorations will also be available for purchase.    
Proceeds support missions for women, children and youth.  
 

Please help make this annual community event a huge 
success by baking cookies for the walk and bringing them 
(labeled “cookie walk”) to the kitchen next to the                           
Auditorium on Friday, December 9 or Saturday,                           
December 10 between 7 and 8:30 a.m.  

A Time of Thanks 

Thanks be to God for guiding my steps that brought me to Aldersgate Church. It was several years ago and my wife was ill and my 
daughter a small toddler. We weren't attending a church at the time and my wife had just gone through many surgeries. My faith 
needed some help. It occurred to me that my daughter had been going to a Mother's Day out program and was comfortable there. 
And so, one Sunday morning I started. I would walk in holding her small hand and sit in a different pew each week. Young and old 
members would smile and introduce themselves in a warm and helpful way. Soon as my wife started to feel better she joined us.  

Funny how if a father leads, the family follows. We still have health struggles, but who doesn't. I am grateful to our church for so 
many things. Especially when my father passed away and many members showed up for his visitation. And now our journey           
changes again as our daughter has gone off to college. I've prayed many times for many things and all have been answered. Of 
course the answers come when God is ready. In my life I've heard many times people say (journey); and it truly is a journey.  

This church is a gift for all of us. Be thankful. I am. Thankful 
for the members that have reached out and included me in 
so many things. Happy Thanksgiving brothers and sisters.  

  Peace be with you. 

    Jeff Ingman 

Your Help is Needed! 

 

Don’t you just love having a 
nice cup of coffee and maybe 
a few crackers with friends 
after worship? We know many 
of you do and are very               

disappointed when the table is bare. Due to a variety of       
issues, several of the (few) volunteers who serve in the “coffee 
fellowship ministry” are unable to do so presently. Maybe you 
can step up and fill that need. 

It’s not difficult, in fact, its become a rather simple task and the 
church provides all the goodies that are required. There’s no 
need for a big spread, so you don’t have to worry if you are not 
an expert baker. Lynne Conlan will provide instructions or 
training if you’ve never done this before, so fear not!  

If you’d like to help, please contact Lynne at 610-306-0783 or                                        
mlconlan@yahoo.com 

Note: No volunteer = No Coffee Hour! 

A special thank you to Kyle Smith, Sheena Gladden, Judy              
Morton, Brandon Gladden, Keila Pennington and Pastor Chris 
for serving on the planning committee for the 65th Anniversary 
celebration. You were all so wonderful to work with and I can’t 
thank you enough for your time and energy. Also, thank you 
Sheena Gladden for making such a beautiful and delicious cake 
for the event. 

  

 

Christy Pennington 

65th Anniversary Committee Chair 
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Advent Sermon Series and Bible Study  

* Under Wraps—The Gift We Never Expected  

Bible Study—Thursday 12/1, 8, 15 & 22  at                                      

 7 a.m.,  11 a.m. and 7 p.m. in room 122  

Sunday, November 27 

 God is Expectant—Matthew 1: 18-23  

Sunday, December 4 

 God is Dangerous—John 3: 1-2, 11-16  

Sunday, December 11 

 God is Jealous—Luke 10: 25-28  

Sunday, December 11 @ 7 p.m.—Christmas Concert  

Sunday, December 18 

 God is Faithful—1 John 3: 1-3, 18-24  

Sunday, Christmas Day at 10 a.m.  

Celebrate the birthday of Christ as we gather for a 

unified worship experience at 10 a.m., featuring a 

Christmas carol shout out. Kids (and even adults) are 

welcome to come in their Christmas jammies!  

Sunday, New Year’s Day at 10 a.m.  

Begin the new year with your church family as we 

gather for a unified worship experience at 10 a.m., 

featuring a covenant renewal. Kids (and even adults) 

are again welcome to come in their Christmas                  

jammies!  

NEW Christmas Eve Worship Schedule  

 4 p.m. Family Service with Nativity             

Pageant & Candlelight featuring the      

Journey Band  

  7:30 p.m. Communion in Hughes Chapel 

with Pastor Don  

8 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

featuring Choir, Brass and Candlelight  

 Advent Bible Study By Pastor Chris * 

 

Under Wraps is an all-church Advent experience that            

explores the character of God described in the Old Testament 

and then revealed through Jesus Christ. The adult study book is 

the centerpiece of the program, serving as the adult small 

group.  

 

Each week centers on a key word that describes a characteristic 

of God that is evidenced in the Old Testament and then seen 

more clearly through Jesus: faithful, dangerous, expectant  

and jealous. * Details of time and location are below. 
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Greeting from your Finance Committee Chair!                                                                                                                                                

By Dorothy Whiteman 

I appreciated being able to reach out to the congregation during our services on                                      

Sunday, October 9.  

To recap, I thanked both our pledging and non-pledging givers for their contributions during the year. Pledges give us an idea of 

how close we are to our budget targets and provide a level of comfort to the committee as to what will be received. Of course, all 

contributions are appreciated, and we do understand that not all of our families are able to commit to a specific donation level.  

Unfortunately, we are behind our year-to-date contribution target overall. Through September, we have received $472,890, which 

is only 58% of our budget target. We are typically at 73% of our budget target by September. This means we’re 15% behind on  

contributions for the year. I asked the congregation to consider increasing and/or accelerating their 2016 gifts.  

September expense numbers are still being finalized. Our August YTD contributions and expenses were $636,000 and $722,000, 

respectively, which results in a net loss through August of $86,000.  

I also provided some details on ‘where the money goes’ at Aldersgate. To summarize, our budget for 2016 spending on all pro-

grams was just under $1,200,000. That is spent as follows:  

 60% - SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee), includes our personnel costs for our outstanding staff. We are blessed to have 

the leadership we do and they've received minimal or no cost of living increases in recent years.  

 20% - Trustees, which includes costs to maintain and improve our building. Spending here on necessary projects prevents 

problems from escalating. 

 8% - Apportionment, paid to the United Methodist Church each year, is based on our total budget. 
 

 3% each - Gather, Grow and Go.  
 
Gather covers the costs of our worship services, including our music ministry, worship materials and fellowship.  
 
Grow supports our preschool, our children's ministries, Christian education and small group ministries.  
 
Go is our outreach to the community we love and serve, including financial support for organizations like Neighborhood House, 
Meals on Wheels, Emmanuel dining room, and more than twenty others. 
 
All of these line items are critically important to our church family, and God challenges us to “Honor the LORD with your wealth, 
with the first fruits of all your crops…” Have a blessed month! 

GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

TIME CHANGE: 
Sunday, November 6 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR WANTED!!!  

I have been blessed as the editor of the Messenger for 
nearly 10 years and will be retiring at the end of the 
year. I use Microsoft Publisher, however you can use 
the software package of your choice to get the job 
done.  

I’ll be happy to “substitute” if I’m available once the 
new editor is identified. It’s time for someone else to 
share the joy!  

Please let me know if you’re interested. You can reach 
me at 302-367-6955 or maryjane.prince@verizon.net. 

If no one is willing to be the newsletter editor, the                
December edition will be the last! 

http://www.griefshare.org
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Aldersgate’s United Methodist Men 

Salute to Veterans 

Tuesday, November 15  

11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

All Veterans who are members or constituents of Aldersgate UMC will be recognized for their service to our 

country at our special November Luncheon and meeting. Our speaker will be Rev. Don Godwin who was a 

medic in Vietnam. Pastor Don will share some of his memories, including caring for wounded Marines. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

Are You A Veteran? 

 

If you are a veteran, please provide us with some information for proper recognition. Thank you very much! 

 

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE OR EMAIL: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BRANCH OF SERVICE:  ARMY _____  NAVY _____  MARINES _____  COAST GUARD _____   

 

AIR NATIONAL GUARD _____  ARMY AIR FORCE _____  RESERVES _____ OTHER _____ 

 

YEARS SERVED: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WARS/CONFLICTS SERVED IN:_ ______________________________________________________________ 

 

WOULD YOU CONSIDER SHARING SOME EXPERIENCES, IF ASKED?  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make reservations now and select the kind of sub sandwich you prefer—ham, roast beef, Italian or turkey. Orders should be in by 
Tuesday, November 8. Leave your sandwich order in the Hub, respond to the One Call invitation or email 
UMM@aldersgatede.org. Bob Hawkins is the president this year.  



Share the Journey   7 November 2016 

Each plant is $12.00 Please make checks payable to Aldersgate UMC. 
 

Purchased poinsettias may be picked up from the Narthex following any service on 
Christmas Eve. 

Name: ___________________________________    Phone: __________________ 

# of Plants: _____ Total Amount Enclosed: ($12/plant): ___________________ 

 

_____ I will pick up my poinsettia order _____ Please deliver my poinsettia to a shut-in 

Plant #1:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #2:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #3:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #4:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

You may place your poinsettia order in the collection,                                                                               
mail to the church office at Aldersgate UMC, 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, De 19803                 

attn.: Treasurer, or place in HUB mailbox # 10. 
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years. While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all. Congratulations!   
 

November 2 Jeff & Karin Ingman  25 years 

November 2          Mike & Renee Smith  20 years 

November 12        Ken & Pam Wright  61 years 

November 14        Mike & Barbara Johnson  35 years 

November 15        Marvin & Jean Ann Harding 64 years 

November 16        Donald & Ruth Smith                      25 years 

November 23        Paul & Betty Aldrich                        53 years 

November 24        John & Dinah Schlecht                    20 years 

November 28        Dick & Jessica Johnston                 57 years 

November 30        Bill & Elyn Schmitz                           20 years 

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Susan Schranck 
302-478-2575 ext. 117 or Susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org 
All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

September 13       Wanda Layton 

September 23       Rebecca Duffy 

Baptized on October 30 

Ellee May Davison                                         
daughter of Sam & Jen Davison                 
granddaughter of Kirk & Sandy Anderson 

The Messenger has Gone Green       

If you are currently receiving the monthly newsletter online 
and wish to unsubscribe OR would like to receive the              
newsletter via email verses USPS mail please e-mail Susan 
Schranck at susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org. 

Christmas Joy 2016 

Our congregation will support over 200          
individuals at six agencies through the 
Christmas Joy ministry this year and we 
need your help! Select a tag off the tree, 
shop and return the gifts by November 
27th, the join us December 3rd  at 9 a.m. for 
the Wrapping Party!  

Sojourner's Place 

Urban Promise 

A Seed of Hope 

Family Promise 

Sunday Breakfast Mission 

Neighborhood House 

A Message for the Worship Committee                                                              
by Henry Daum, GATHER Team Lead 

The Worship Committee has recommended, 

and the Trustees approved, the removal of 

several pews at the back of the Sanctuary on 

the lectern side.  

This will accommodate the choir being within 

the Sanctuary during Introits and Benediction 

Responses and participation in beginning-of-the-service liturgical 

elements (Call to worship, hymn). It will also offer additional 

space for wheelchair congregants.  

We will provide temporary seating in the area for high-

attendance events such as the Christmas Concert and the Youth 

Musical. Look for the work to be done over the next several 

months. 

Rummage Sale Silver Polishing Service                                                 
By Laura Parrish 

Laura Parrish’s silver polishing service got off to a slow start last 
year, but she hopes to encourage more early silver donations to 
the 2017 rummage sale. Even slightly tarnished silver needs to 
be polished because no one will buy silver unless it is bright and 
shiny. If you have silver to donate to the sale but cannot polish 
it, Laura will do that for you. Call her to arrange for drop off or 
pick up: 302-477-1718. She needs the silver before Palm Sunday 
(that’s April 9, 2017). The week before the rummage sale is                
incredibly busy for all involved; sorting and                 
pricing the thousands of donations takes a lot of 
time. If Laura can get the silver polished before 
that week, it makes life much easier for those 
organizing the sale.     

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
mailto:susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org
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Announcing the Aldersgate Youth Players March 2017 Production: 

 
 

Based on Disney’s Oscar nominated film, Mulan JR. tells the story of a brave  
Chinese warrior who battles the Huns, rescues an emperor, and just happens to 
be a female in disguise. With numerous male and female roles, Mulan JR. is an    
action-packed show filled with humor and heart. 

Saturday, December 3rd    1 – 5 p.m.                                                                                
Sunday, December 4th   10:20 a.m. – 12:40 p.m. 

Location:  Aldersgate Music Center & Bell Choir Room   
 

Anyone in 2nd grade or older is eligible to audition.   
There are MANY singing AND non-singing roles. 

Please bring a completed audition form along with a photo of yourself to the audition. 
Audition forms can be found on the Bulletin Board by the Music Center or online at 

www.aldersgatede.org  
 

You will be asked to sing “Reflection” or “I’ll Make a Man Out of You” from the show, 
 and/or a brief song of your choice. You may also be asked to read from the script. 

You can sign up for an audition time at Signup Genius using the link below 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa8a72ca6f94-audition1 

 
As many as four (4) people can sign up in each time slot. You MUST Sign up for an Audition 

time. Anyone who does not sign up in advance will not be guaranteed an audition. 
*If you are unable to access the Signup Genius form or cannot attend the auditions, but would 

like to be in the show, please contact Mrs. Atwater to arrange an audition at 
 Janet@JanetAtwater.com. 

 Rehearsals will begin on Saturday, January 7, 2017; however, most rehearsals will be on 
Sundays, although there will be some rehearsals on additional days as needed. 

2017 Performances 
 Friday, March 3rd @ 7 p.m.   

Saturday, March 4th @ 2 p.m. & Sunday, March 5th @ 2 p.m. 
 

For questions or more information, contact Janet Atwater:                                             
Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa8a72ca6f94-audition1
mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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 Pray Without Ceasing 

November is traditionally a month of thankfulness, leading as it 

does to Thanksgiving, America’s favorite holiday. This year, with 

the never-ending campaigning and looming elections, there is 

plenty to pray about in addition to being thankful! It may be 

helpful to remember that God has given us this Earth, this            

wonderful Delaware, the joy of friends and family. You may 

want to confess your uncertainty, your election-ad fatigue, your 

annoyance at someone’s proselytizing. Or pray for civility,              

patience, and calm in the face of all the issues swirling around 

us.  

In fact, the Apostle Paul gives us a good guide for this month in 

1 Thessalonians, where he says See that none of you repays evil 

for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all                 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

(1 Thessalonians 5:15 – 18) 

At the end of this month Advent will 

begin and we will celebrate Pizza SUP 

on Monday, November 28. Plan to 

join us to kickoff the Advent season             

supporting Christmas Joy and                   

enjoying free food and fellowship. In the Auditorium, 5 – 7 p.m. 

Remember, we want to support you in your Christian walk. If 

you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the 

pew cards during worship at all services, or send a message to 

Pastor Don or one of us. 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

Aldersgate’s Crazy Ladies are At It AGAIN! 

 

To commemorate the 65th Anniversary of Aldersgate UMC, the 

Crazy Ladies spent the summer creating (with love, of course) Prayer 

Beads. At the 2016 United Methodist General Conference in                  

Portland, OR, every delegate and church leader received a set of 

specially made prayer beads. The United Methodist artist, Kristen 

Vincent, helped craft the design to help address her own difficulties 

with prayer. For Kristen, prayer beads solved her personal “prayer 

problem” and believes they can help other find focus and improve 

their prayer life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As there is no wrong or right way to use prayer beads, the  follow-

ing examples are offered to get you started. But please use the 

beads in a way that serves your prayer life best. Protestant prayer 

beads typically have four cycles of 7, which with extra beads totals 

34. Using a common object as a   prayer tool can be found in the 

book of Numbers (chapter 15:37-41) where God offered fringe: the 

first prayer tool. In our case, we’re offering beads!   

Use the beads to help you focus on developing and going deeper 

into your relationship with God; which is what prayer is about. The 

beads are just a tool to facilitate that. Prayer beads can offer             

structure, a path, a safe place even, for prayer. 

Feeling the beads can help you maintain your focus in  prayer.          

Seeing the prayer beads lying on a table, we may be reminded to 

take time to sit with God.  

At times when we, like the Israelites, feel lost and abandoned in the 

wilderness places of life, we can hold onto the beads and know that 

God is as close as the beads in our hands. 

As prompts for prayers, suggesting you do one cycle of 7 prayers             

praising God, then one of 7 confessions, then 7 intercessory prayers, 

and finally 7 prayers of gratitude.  

 

Bead Meaning                                                                                                                  

The cross, or in our case, the wooden disc with the UMC Cross & 

flame, is the starting place of the prayer beads and  reminds us Christ’s 

act of salvation for us. Next is the (large) Invitatory Bead which can be 

used as a call to worship to begin your prayer or recite The Lord’s   

Prayer. There are 4 large Cruciform Beads that form the shape of the 

cross. The number 4 also reminds us of the 4 Gospels and the 4 seasons 

of the year. Between each of the Cruciform Beads are 7 smaller Week 

Beads. The number 7 represents spiritual perfection and also reminds 

us of the 7 days of Creation and the 7 seasons of the liturgical year. 

There are 34 beads in a prayer bead chain, which is meant to remind us 

of the 33 years that Christ lived on earth, plus 1 to  represent His                  

resurrection.  

Thanks to www.prayerworksstudio.com for the inspiration and instruction 

for this work. For more prayer bead devotionals, visit: 

http://prayerworksstudio.com/category/blog/ 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2016
http://admin.patheos.com/blogs/philfoxrose/2012/11/the-gratitude-list/
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Do you remember the old Room 236—The Sofa Room?  
 

It’s had a much-needed facelift and is now spit-shined and 

spiffy! 

Room 236 is now the envy of every meeting room at Aldersgate! Stop 
by and check out the new, and much-improved Room 236—aka—Sofa 

Room below. If you’d like to gather some Aldersgate friends and 
adopt a room to renovate, please contact Don Moore                                 

302-235-8554 or lndmoore@comcast.net. 

Fewer than half a dozen times a year, I have the privilege of           

helping to prepare the sanctuary for Sunday morning worship. If 

I put my mind to it, I can see a relationship of each part of my 

duty to a phase of my life. 

 Dusting the furniture brings to mind the way in which God 

sweeps away my sins and my cares when I turn to Him in 

prayer, and I’m careful not to allow my dust cloth to leave 

any traces behind. 

 Changing the paraments make me think of the changes I 

must make in my life. I’m not always happy to make these 

changes, but once they’ve been made I’m usually happy 

with the results. As with the paraments which have been 

removed, the memories of times past are not discarded, but 

are carefully folded and stored away, to be taken out and 

relived from time to time. 

 Checking the altar candles to see if the fuel needs to be  

replaced is very similar to making sure that my fuel doesn’t 

run low. Without the proper fuel, neither the candle nor I 

can let our light shine. I can replace the fuel in the candle, 

but only God can replace mine. 

 Preparing for a baptism makes the years melt away, and I’m 

once again standing before the altar with a tiny baby boy, 

promising to rear him to love and serve God. I offer a silent 

prayer for the little ones for whom the same promise will 

soon be made by their parents. 

 In like manner, preparing for a wedding takes me back to 

what seems like only yesterday, when I stood before the 

altar with my husband, promising to love and care for each 

other for the rest of our days. I take a moment to pray that 

the couples about to be wed will find the happiness and 

contentment of their lives together that we have found in 

ours. 

 I make sure that each acolyte and crucifer has a bulletin and 

hymnal, so that he knows what the planned program is and 

what is expected of him, in carrying it out. In like manner, 

God’s word is always available to me, outlining His program 

for His people, and what is expected of me in helping to 

make it come to pass. 

 I make sure that the wick of the lighter is long enough to 

reach out and catch the brief flame of the match. I think of 

the many times each day that God sends opportunities my 

way to reach out and perform some little act of kindness to 

brighten another’s day—a smile, a touch, a kind word. If I 

withdraw into myself and am encased in my own interests 

only, the opportunity to brighten another’s day may pass 

by, never to return again. 

 As my final act of praise, I place the flowers on the altar with 

the hope that their beauty and freshness will remind the 

congregation of the beauty and joy with which God                  

surrounds us. My duties completed, I realize once again that 

the blessing I receive far outweigh the services I render and 

as I leave the sanctuary, God’s approving smile goes with 

me, illuminating my heart. 

Thoughts on Altar Duty By Doris Payne 



Share the Journey   13 November 2016 

The month of November brings along my favorite event of the 
year in the student ministry. Every November we have Doubt 
Night, which is a chance for students to wrestle with really 
tough questions. Students are given the opportunity to write 
down anonymous questions about Christianity, the Bible, and 
ethics. The questions are placed in a basket and then Pastor 

Chris and I pull them out and do our best to answer them. We are completely honest with the students when we answer these 
questions. Sometimes that answer is simply, I don’t know.  

I fully believe by answering these tough questions that we engage in a deeper learning about the Trinity and our own faith. Every 
year I’m blown away by the questions our students are thinking about. I’m also encouraged that our students feel comfortable 
enough to ask these tough questions at Aldersgate!  

Doubt Night is November 20 and our students, and Pastor Chris and I, could use your prayers that evening. Sometimes asking tough 
questions about our faith can cause us to feel uncomfortable, but it is in feeling uncomfortable that proper growth and                                 
understanding happen. While you’re praying for our students this month, I would encourage you to ask God some tough questions 
too. You’ll likely be amazed at the big answers that you will come across after asking those questions.  

        Grace and peace,  

         Adam West  

Friday, November 18—6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Everyone is welcome to this FREE event! 

Bring your favorite Board Game and Pot Luck dish to 

share! Drinks provided. 

After the Pot Luck the Family Movie will be shown while 

people play board games. 

RSVP by Sunday, November 13:  
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or  
adam.west@aldersgatede.org or 
Call the church office—302-478-2575 

 

Chili & Chocolate 
Cook-off Social VII 
 
 
Save the Evening: 
Saturday,                         
January 28, 2017 
 
 
NEW: A surprise bonus food category 
will be announced at an upcoming                  
worship service. Stay tuned... 

Rummage Sale Pickups                                                                                                                                 

 

If you, a neighbor or family member 

are downsizing or cleaning out               

Rummage Sale worthy items, please 

remember our one-time-a year sale! To arrange a pickup 

or find out about the next scheduled pickup please 

reach out to Chris Burket. Chris’ contact information is 

609-504-3107 or cburket@gmail.com 

TIME CHANGE: 
Sunday, November 6 

mailto:adam.west@aldersgatede.org
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
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What’s Inside...What’s Inside...What’s Inside...   

As people of faith across the country, the 2016 
election presents an important opportunity to                    

reflect on our deepest values and commitment to 
the common good.  Moral questions about the kind 

of nation we want for our children and                            
grandchildren are raised. 

 
The 2016 election should be a national examination 

of conscience. 
 

Please take the time to vote … your vote counts. 


