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Open Hands and Open Hearts 
 
There was an old man on the isle of Crete and during his lifetime he loved many things. He 
loved his wife, his children, and his job, but most of all he loved the land. He loved the very 
ground he walked on, worked, and fought for. When it was time for him to die he had his sons 
bring him outside his stone cottage and lay him on the hard earth. He reached down, grabbed a 
handful of Crete’s soil and was gone. He arrived at the gates of heaven and the Lord came out 
dressed in the long robes of a judge and said to him, “Old man, come in.” As the old man 
moved towards the gates the Lord noticed something in his hand and said, “What are you 
clutching in your hand?” He said, “It is Crete. I go nowhere without it.” The Lord said, “Leave it, 
or you will not be allowed in.” The old man held his clenched fist up and said, “Never!” And he 
went and sat beside the wall of the heavenly city. After a week had passed, the gates opened 
again and the Lord appeared a second time, in the guise of a man wearing a hat, looking like 
some of the old man’s buddies down in Crete. He sat down next to the old man, threw His arm 
around the old man’s shoulder and said, “My friend, dust belongs to the wind. Drop that piece 
of earth and come inside.” But the old man was still adamant. He said, “Never!” During the 
third week the old man looked down at the earth he was clutching and saw that it had begun 
to cake and crumble. All of the moisture of the earth had gone out of it. Also, his fingers were 
arthritic and could not handle it. The earth began to trickle through his fingers. Out came the 
Lord, this time as a small child. He came up to the old man and sat next to him and said, 
“Grandfather, the gates only open for those with open hands.” The old man thought about 
this, finally stood up, and did not even look as his hand opened and the crumbled dirt of Crete 
fell through the sky. The child took his hand and led him toward the glorious gates, and as the 
gates swung open he walked in. Inside was all of Crete. 
-From Robert Strand’s Moments for Pastors 
  
Our lives are filled with so many wonderful things; our fam-
ily, our friends, and our stuff. It can be tough to think that 
what awaits us is something so glorious that all of this will 
pale in comparison. The old man in the story sure didn’t 
want to leave his “stuff” behind and often we don’t either. 
He continued to believe, even at the gates of heaven, that what he had in his hand was more 
important and more necessary than what he didn’t know about on the other side of the gates. 
It stands in the face of the old adage “a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.” All that we 
have and all that we are truly are the Lord’s and so whatever we have in hand is His anyway. 
Let’s live our lives with the open hands and open hearts that Christ yearns for us to have. The 
Lord will open many doors for us but it is ours to walk through them. 
  
Grace and peace to you... 

Pastor Chris 
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Go Tell It on the Mountain* 

Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus is His name. 
 

He possessed no riches, 
no home to lay His head; 
He fasted in the desert,* 
He gave to others bread:* 
   Go tell it on the mountain . . .  
 
He reached out and touched them, 
the blind, the deaf, the lame; 
He spoke and listened gladly 
to anyone who came: 
   Go tell it on the mountain . . . 

Some turned away in anger, 
with hatred in the eye; 
they tried Him and condemned Him, 
then led Him out to die: 
   Go tell it on the mountain . . . 
 
‘Father, now forgive them’, 
up on the cross He said; 
In three more days He was alive 
and risen from the dead. 
   Go tell it on the mountain . . . 
 
He still comes to people, 
His life moves through the lands; 
He uses us for speaking, 
He touches with our hands: 
   Go tell it on the mountain . . ., 

*From An English Methodist Hymnal 

 

 

Church Family, 

Happy Easter! Though the day may have come and gone, we celebrate the entire Easter season until Pentecost.  One of 
our members, Barbara Buckley, shared with me an alternate text to what is usually a Christmas carol that we all know and 
love. I intend to share it during a service, but the words just speak so well to the season we are in, and I wanted to share it 
with you. 

All year long we should “Tell it on the mountain” that Jesus is His name, and He is alive!  

I pray that you have been blessed by the wonderful worship experiences we have shared recently.  I was incredibly moved 
by the work of so many of our congregation who worked so hard to present our Palm Sunday worship service, as well as 
the rest of Holy Week, and Easter Sunday was truly a celebration of our risen Savior. As we enter May, we have entered 
into a new series on The Lord’s Prayer, where we hope to gain greater insight into Christ’s motivation for teaching us this 
example for how we should pray, as well as receiving our own motivation for increasing our prayer life.  

I will conclude with your attendance update in just a moment, but first, I want to share a challenge with you. I’m sure that 
most of us can think of at least one person who we maybe haven’t seen in worship in a while. If not that, then surely 
someone who we would love to see become a part of our church family. Over the month of May, I want to challenge you 
to invite that person to worship. Whether it is someone who is already a part of our church family, or someone new to 
Aldersgate, I would like you to personally connect with them, invite them to church, and please make sure to bring them 
to see me before/between/after worship, so I can personally thank them for joining us, and see how we can further  
connect with them. God is on a mighty move in our congregation, and is calling us to partner with Him to bring our family 
together. Facebook posts, mass emails, and other of these types of communication are important, but none of them are 
nearly as effective as your personal contact. Inviting someone to church, to hear the Good News, whether for the first 
time or the thousandth, is a true act of love. I’m praying for you, church! 

From Pastor Rob 

3/20/22  9:00 67 11:00 73 Online 39 Total 179  

3/27/22 9:00 45 11:00 78 Online 36 Total 159  

4/3/22  9:00 75 11:00 80 Online 52 Total 207 

4/10/22  Palm Sunday Single Service 10:00 208 Online 40 
Total 248 

4/17/22 Easter Sunday 9:00 97 11:00 206 Online 31 Total 
334 

Exam Study Treats for College Students 

The Crazy Ladies and Emily Green packed boxes of exam study treats on Thursday, April 21. 

The boxes contained candies, gum, stress balls, granola bars, stickers, highlighters, pens,  

mechanical pencils, play dough, hand sanitizer, Ramen Noodles, and more. The boxes will be 

sent to all of Aldersgate’s college students –all 24 of them. 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens  
layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

Spring and the Resurrection 

Spring has come, the weather is warmer, the grass is greener, and the days are getting longer. There are many signs of 
Spring that remind us of the Resurrection. Below are some signs of Spring that as you are walking around, keep them in 
mind as a reminder of what Jesus did for us.   

Birds: There is a legend about the Robin. It is said that a gray robin flew into Christ’s crown of thorns to draw out a thorn, 
and when it did, a drop of Jesus’ blood fell on its breast, leaving a red stain on all robins after that time.  

Bees: Bees buzz around, collecting pollen and helping flowers grow. The honey they make is a symbol of God’s favor. The 
Bible states that God’s promised land as “flowing with milk and honey”. 

Flowers: The daffodil is one of the flowers that is most connected with the Resurrection. Tradition states that giving  
daffodils ensures happiness for the recipient if given in bunches.  

Trees: The dogwood tree used to grow straight and tall, but after it was used as a crucifix for Christ, God made it short and 
twisted with a thin trunk so it could never be used that way again.  

These spring symbols help explain the concept that God in the flesh took on death and came back to tell us that there is 
eternal life on the other side. As Christians, we don’t have to look further than spring  for an exclamation point to that 
affirmation.  

Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

 
 

Emmanuel Dining Room 2022….Take 2 

Groups and families in our church have been cooking and feeding 
the hungry at Emmanuel Dining Room on the sixteenth of every 
month for many years- Until 2020! Aldersgate continued to  
provide financial support every month so EDR could provide box 
meals when it discontinued having people come into the dining 
room to eat. EDR opened for in person dining near the end of last 
year and had to close almost immediately because of a COVID 
resurgence.  

EDR has opened its dining room again and is seeking 
cooks! 

Three to four people are needed to shop for, prepare and plate 
the meal in the EDR kitchen. We don’t serve and we don’t clean 
up...we just cook! Help us get  this ministry going again in 2022.  

We have all months open at this point! 

Menus are available as well as a protocol to help anyone who has 
not done it before.  We also provide support, and  
answer any questions you may have. Aldersgate reimburses ex-
penses. The time commitment on the day is from about  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Please consider signing up for a 16th of the month.  We need you! 

Contact Anne Murray if you have questions or want to prepare a 

a.m

Welcome Irene Botbyl 

Have you noticed how clean 
the church is recently?  Have 
you been in the church during 
the week and noticed Irene 
working diligently? In  
February, Irene Botbyl joined 
the Aldersgate Staff to help us 
with daytime housekeeping.  
Irene will be with Aldersgate through the summer 
and will return to college in the fall. Irene is pursuing 
a degree in Environmental Science. Thank you, Irene, 
for  joining  us if even for a short time and for making 
the church shine. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Information About the “New” Aldersgate Prayer List 

By Martha Weldin 

• What is this about? 

 I am coordinating a church-wide list of people in our congregation who need extra prayers said on 
their behalf.  This is also intended for extended family members and close friends.  

 The list will not include specifics about why special prayers are needed. 

 There will not be a specific group of people to pray for the people on the list.  We are asking  
everyone in the congregation to pray for them!   How often you pray for the people on the list is your 
decision.  

• To add someone to the list: 

 E-mail is the preferred method.  Send an e-mail to prayerlist@aldersgatede.org.   

 If you don’t use e-mail, you can call the church to have someone added.  They will e-mail the  
information to prayerlist@aldersgatede.org on your behalf or otherwise ensure your request is added 
to the list.  

 Please include: 

1. Name of the person to pray for. 

2. How they are related to you (self, father, sister, niece, friend, etc.) 

3. Phone number in case there are questions about spelling, etc. 

 
 People added to the list will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless you ask to extend that or to remove 

the name early. 

• How will you get a copy of the list? 

 The list will be in .pdf format and will be e-mailed each week to the same people who receive e-mail 
copies of the bulletins. 

 We will also make a limited number of hard-copies available along side the hard-copy bulletins each 
week. 

 If you want a copy of the list mailed to your house each week, you can request that by sending an  
e-mail to prayerlist@aldersgatede.org or by calling the church.  You will need to provide your current 
postal address at that time. 

• When will this start? 

 The first copy of the prayer list will be published along with the bulletins for April 24, 2022.  We  
already have 10 people on the list.  So, by the time you read this Messenger article with all these  
details, you probably will have already seen a copy of the list. 

Walk for a Cause! 

The Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community is back as an in-person event for the first time since 2019! This event is a 

major fundraiser for many of the non-profit agencies Aldersgate supports, such as Family Promise, Neighborhood 

House and Meals on Wheels, as well as many other small non-profits who don’t otherwise have a way to reach donors.  

When: Saturday, June 11th, 2022  

Where: Starting at Tubman Garret Riverfront Park (32 S King St, Wilmington) and along the riverfront 

Time: 5k walk begins at 9 a.m., 1 mile walk begins at 9:15 a.m. 

For more information, visit the walk website: https://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/locations/wilm.shtml 

Click on the register here or donate here links to see the list of organizations and select the ones you wish to support.  

mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
https://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/locations/wilm.shtml
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Thank You 

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with  
children temporary housing and daily case management support from professional staff in their search for gainful  
employment and sustainable housing. Aldersgate is one of over 45 partner congregations in New Castle County that make 
this program possible.  We are a small part of the 2,100 volunteers providing 9,600 hours of volunteer service.  Aldersgate 
hosts Family Promise guests 4 times per year.   

March was our turn to support the Family Promise guests.  During the pandemic, our week of service has called us to  
support 2 families through the Family Promise Hospitality Center.  Aldersgate is asked to provide daily evening meals,  
groceries, pantry needs, and prayer. On Sunday evening, Carey and George Cross were ready to serve and provided a 
meal while Ned Landis prayed for the one family in the program.  On Monday, that family exited the program leaving 2 
vacancies for new families. No additional families entered during our week of service.  The transitional nature of Family 
Promise always requires flexibility to be ready to make changes in plans at a moments notice.  Our amazing volunteers 
were ready “on standby” with meals prepped in the freezer and groceries ready to go at any time should new families  
arrive.  We are so grateful for the flexibility of our volunteers and their readiness to serve!  

Thank you to our “on-call” March volunteers: Judy Morton, Nancy Hough, Betsy Diemer, The Johnston Family, Rob & 
Mandy McFarland, Troop 67, Andy Ziegler, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group, & Kathy Daum. 

We always welcome additional volunteers!  Would you like to prepare a meal for a few families with children?  Can you 
take a day to focus your prayers on their needs?  Do you have a bit of room for an additional load of laundry or two?  Do 
you have a few minutes after church to make beds, set-up lamps, and welcome items?  Are you an early riser and have an 
hour or so to provide transportation to our guests?  Can you spend one night sleeping on a couch or air mattress so that 
our families have a safe place to rest together?  If you think you might be interested in this rewarding volunteer  
opportunity, please reach out to Brian.   

The next opportunity to volunteer with Family Promise will be in May 2022. To volunteer or find out more please  
contact Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 
With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

Your GO Team has several mission projects in the works for late spring/early summer. We hope to engage as 
many people from the congregation as possible in these projects. We hope you can join us! 
 
 

May 27th – HOPP Food Distribution. We will be partnering with several other United Methodist churches and the Longwood  
Foundation to distribute pre-packaged boxes of food to the community from our parking lot. We will be soliciting volunteers to 
drive down to Asbury UMC and pick up the food boxes, then come back to the Aldersgate parking lot and hand them out to anyone 
who comes by. This ministry happens the 4th Friday of every month.  Call Christine Wesley at 302-521-1467 or sign up at   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-hopp to be a part of this effort. 
 

June 18th – UMCOR Flood Bucket Assembly. We will be collecting supplies for UMCOR flood buckets, assembling the buckets in the 
parking lot, and then driving them to the UMCOR Depot in western PA. We will be inviting people throughout the UMC conference 
to join us. You can help by donating supplies, helping put together the buckets, or volunteering to drive to the UMCOR Depot with 
completed kits. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-umcor. 
 

June 24th – HOPP Food Distribution 

Anytime  -  

Helping Hands is a new outreach designed to partner Aldersgate volunteers with people needing assistance in our congregation or 
the community at large. If you know someone who needs help with transportation for errands or getting to church, home repairs, 
or any other support, contact Emily Green in the church office or Don Temme at don_temme@comcast.net. 

Blessings Bags are a great outreach project for any small group that can be done any time. Have members bring 2 gallon Ziploc bags 
and items from the list in the link below and assemble bags at a gathering. You can drop the bags at the church office or keep them 
in your cars to give to those you encounter who are in need. Supplies list can be found here:  
https://www.stgilesjefferson.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/BlessingBagsChecklist.pdf 

 

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-hopp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-umcor
https://www.stgilesjefferson.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/BlessingBagsChecklist.pdf


Share the Journey   6 May 2022 

Financial Update  

 

Our Stewardship Scorecard  

Giving Income Budgeted through June:   $659,396.54 

Giving Income Received through February:  $401,918.07 

Goal to Go:      $257,478.47      39% 

February Income (all sources):     $53,645.82 

February Expenses:         $93,839.56 

Coming out of the COVID period, Aldersgate has financial challenges, like every other church and most nonprofit  

organizations. This is no surprise.  What is remarkable is that there has been little impact on our core ministries.  We have 

adapted and continue to do so as the virus comes, goes, morphs and comes again.     

The Finance Committee and Lead Team are aware of the concerns and developing plans to improve our financial health.  

In setting the budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1, we face some challenges in increasing our financial  

commitments and containing our spending.     

In the near term there are ways to help improve our financial health:   

In vacation planning add a note to write a check for what you plan to give for the summer months before you go. 

Summers are tough at Aldersgate. Attendance and giving drop. We have a fund established to aid in cash flow but 

need to increase the held dollars significantly to cover the summer drop.   

Sign up for automatic payments. The use of this service has grown significantly at Aldersgate. Join the crowd!  

Remember what your Sunday School teachers always said about giving in God’s world. If you do it up front and 

don’t see it, than you don’t miss it; and the priorities are right: 1. God, 2. Me. You can easily sign up on the  

website (aldersgatede.org) at the Donate page, or call our Church Administrator Kevin at (302) 478-2505 x 114.   

If you do sign up for automatic payments, consider what other charities ask: add about 3% for handling costs. That 

way your planned dollars go directly to ministries and programs.    

Drop a few extra dollars or check in the basket on the way out of worship. This is admittedly not high tech,  

innovative or clever in any way. But, during this time of Spring renewal and realization again of the Ultimate  

Perfect Redemption, let’s continue the celebration with a few extra bucks.         

Continually, it comes back to our commitment in all facets of our Christian lives. Put another Methodist way, how do we 

continue to fan the flames?  Thanks to all who support Aldersgate.  

Bob Reis, Chair of Finance  

The CARING FOR CREATION Team on April 24 

during the Earth Day church garden clean up.  
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Luke & Jessica Fresconi   May 2  13 years 

Ed & Sharon Owens   May 4  31 years 

Al & Sherie Stiles   May 6  44 years 

Henry & Kathy Daum   May 10  42 years 

Ron & Eleanor Kelly   May 10  47 years 

Ron Hunsicker & 
Kathy Seibert    May 10  8 years 

Keith & Kelly Swain   May 10  14 years 

Bill & Cathy Holloway   May 12  38 years 

Gary & Betty Lu Ireland   May 14  62 years 

Joseph & Sheena Gladden   May 17  25 years 

Ron & Jill Teixeira   May 21  17 years 

Robert & Mary Macklem  May 25  59 years 

Lerone & Amy Joyner   May 27  22 years 

Vincent & Karen Napoli   May 28  17 years 

William & Mary Johnston  May 29  38 years 

 
 

UWF hosted their annual Spring Program on April 3rd with close to 30 attendees.  Reverend Karin Tunnell led the group 
in a lively and educational discussion on the history and work of those dedicated to vocations in Christ. 
Deaconesses (and home missioners, which are the male equivalent) are laity “called by God to a lifetime relationship 
in The United Methodist Church for engagement with a full-time vocation in ministries.”  Early deaconesses were 
women who held leadership roles in the church and served unselfishly. Methodist deaconesses in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries are credited with starting schools and hospitals in communities where they did not previously ex-
ist.  Today they may serve within a church or the community. We learned about deaconesses serving in roles such as a 
mission group coordinator in Detroit and a counselor for youth expelled from school and their families. At the 2016 
General Conference, the Office of Deaconess and Home Missioner were made an official 
order within The United Methodist Church. Today there are at least 650 active  
deaconesses/home missioners worldwide, answering the call of love, justice and service. 

Thank you all who 
attended and 
supported this 
event, it was so 
wonderful to be 
together and  
in-person! 

Layette Ministry Baby Supply 
Drive 

Please help mothers in need by donating supplies to 
United Women in Faith Layette Ministry.  A baby bag 
including clothes, diapers, blankets and other  
necessities will be given to mothers referred by Circle 
of Love, Inc. (formerly Love Inc.) and other social ser-
vice agencies.  A collection container will be located 
outside the church office.  Donations will be collected 
through Sunday, May 15, 2022. 

Items to be collected: 
Diapers (Newborn through Size 2) 

Baby Wipes 
Baby Wash/Shampoo 

Onesies (Sizes 0-6 Months) 
Outfits/Sleepers (Sizes 0-6 Months) 

Receiving blankets 
  
Provided below is a link to an Amazon Wishlist if you 
would like to order online and have your donation sent 
directly to Aldersgate: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/4PPNC53PCDZY?ref_=wl_share 
 
Sponsored by UWF Hannah Circle.   
 
Questions: Contact Stacie DiGiacoma 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/4PPNC53PCDZY?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/4PPNC53PCDZY?ref_=wl_share
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What Black History Month Meant to Me by Pastor Tony 

I first became aware of Carter G. Woodson from my Sunday school teacher Connie May Clayton (who in my mind was 
the most beautiful woman in the world, besides my mother). She would make us recite the poems of Hughes and 
Wheatly, she introduced us to Countee Cullen and the poem of the Black Christ. All of the stories of heroines and  
heroes were shared at Sunday dinner where we were introduced to the best of our culture and the dominate ones 
around us. My grandfather smoked rich cigars which prompted my brother and myself to sit at his feet during baseball 
season. Once while reading kids version of FDR, I exclaimed that I was going to be president of the USA when I grew 
up. Needless to say, it drew one of the biggest laughs I’ve ever gotten in my life. At the age of seven or eight, it was 
hard to comprehend how absurd I might have sounded to the adults. I was innocent of 1950’s America and the roles 
Negros (Now Blacks), played in society. (I wish they had lived to see Obama). 

The second major shift in understanding was after half of a career in Liberation Theology and understanding and 
preaching the Black Christian agenda in churches and seminars throughout the denomination, my mother who had 
supervised most of the aforementioned  dinners and lessons while growing up, the woman who had introduced me to 
Miles Davis and Sarah Vaughn, the living advocate of John Lewis Stokely Carmichael and John Lewis shifted again and 
proclaimed we were in fact Americans and we need to drop the Black or African in front, we were a whole people not a 
hyphenated people. 

This new direction caused me to venture down a path I was reluctant to travel , and it meant that I had to explore the  
humanity inside of myself if I wanted to continue the journey. The humanity journey means that we have to forgive 
ourselves for accepting all the labels we place upon ourselves and others. We have to see one another as we truly are, 
which places us in the position to glimpse people as Jesus would want us to see them. 

I thought this would be the easy way out -hide behind the cross, cloak yourself in Jesus. Beloved nothing could be  
further from the truth. 

The cross rips away the masks of our blackness, our whiteness, the human pretentions that make us believe in  
ourselves more than God. The courage to follow Christ is the only history that enables us to escape the shackles of our 
human history and be liberated into the saints of God.  

If all things were equal and fair, there would be no need for Black History. It’s the insecurities of power structures and  
avarice individuals who wish to suppress others. Yet beloved be warned, the goal for the child of God is to overcome. 
Erin Jackson won the women’s 500 speed skating, Elana Taylor Silvered in Monobob. In 1960 Black NFL players were 
3%, now they are 47%. 

And that’s just sports. Despite the medias penchant for showing black evil and destruction, more than 71% of black  
college - bound students graduate. 

Once while studying in undergrad for black history class my Grandfather looked over my shoulder and asked me what I 
was studying and I told him Negro history. He paused for a moment drew a pull off his cigar and said, “Boy that’s not 
for you, that history is for them.” 
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Touch-A-Truck and Aldersgate Preschool Open House was a success even with the snow  

flurries, wind and cold this first year! We are so thankful for all the volunteers and helpers!  

 

Bellefonte Bounce - Kept everyone moving!  

Brooks Courier Service - Donations of children’s books from DE libraries  

(Julie Brooks) 

CanjunSno - 1st event of the season of their 10th year (Meg Hurst) 

CT Clean & Sons  - Premium Power Washer (Chris Turner) 

Davey Tree Expert Company - Bucket Truck (Mike Holleran)  

Deldot - 3 cool massive trucks with 3 awesome guys!  

Ethan Gaz - red pickup truck & cupcakes!  

KC Sign &Awnings - 60 foot crane bucket truck (Craig Spangler)  

Motorcycle - (John Jennelly) 

New Castle County Police Car - (Officer Thompson)  

Ponte’s Auto Service - 2 Mustangs & pickup  

Talleyville Fire Company - (Chief, Steve  Catalano, Bill and 

son, Will Hall- my cousin!) 

Uncle John’s BBQ Stand - Delicious Food! (John Berl)  

 

Plus of course our best Aldersgate Preschool Teachers and  

Parent Volunteers-  Amy Gibbs, Mrs. Cannon, Miss Nicole, Mrs. Katie and Miss Jenn! 

The Easter Egg Hunt and Celebration was 

huge with so many new and old friends and 

family coming back to church! We had a 

little hunt on the playground for the empty 

Easter eggs thanks to Confirmand, Tyler 

Ernst who spread out all those eggs, helping 

during the event and 

cleaning up. We were 

able to have a few  

photos with “best ever” Easter Bunny and forever thankful 

to Gregg Xenakes for his continued support each Easter! We 

had a few sand cross necklaces, butterflies, Easter stamps, 

Easter stickers, scratch art crosses, decorate a cross and 

made more butterflies. We had fun with bowling, ring toss, 

fish bowl, duck pond and bean bag tosses. The big hit again was the ball pit 

thanks to Amanda Moyer. We are thankful for my husband, John Jennelly, for 

all the snacks (Goldfish, RiceKrispie treats, Fruit snacks, juice and water). Of 

course the bubbles and candy-Jelly bean prayer, chocolates and more  

chocolate filled tables is always the sweetest treat! A humongous, thank you 

and shout out to the Amy Honisch family and the Lisa Morris family for all the 

help with cleanup! We hope to see everyone for some more exciting times 

with your Aldersgate Church family.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Meaning and 

Power of the Prayer 

Jesus Taught (Adam 

Hamilton) will be the  

Children’s Sunday School’s focus this 

spring. All Kindergartners through 5th 

graders will receive a most special gift!  

Praying the Lord’s Prayer will come to life 

and help all  

children of God 

learn and  

understand the 

prayer Jesus 

taught us to 

pray. May 22 will 

be our last day 

of Sunday school 

with a little celebration!  
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Aldersgate Preschool is an inclusive Christ-centered community striving to know God’s  

purpose and live out Christ’s teachings as we meet the needs of our local and world  

communities. 

 

Enrolling for Fall classes! 

We are enrolling all children for the Fall 18 month old, 2 year old, 3 year old and PreK fall classes now! 

To enroll your child: 

· Contact Sharon Jennelly, Director, for a tour, to discuss openings and opportunities at Aldersgate for your child. 

· Registration Form is on the Aldersgate Preschool Page, www.aldersgatede.org 

· Complete the Registration Form and return it to the Preschool with the $50 Registration Fee. 

· You’ll receive information, including a letter of acceptance and the necessary forms needed to complete  

enrollment. Payment of the first & last month’s tuition is expected at this time. 

· A visit to Aldersgate Preschool will be scheduled as your child’s start date approaches so you can both become  

familiar with the new surroundings. 

+Our MISSION is to nurture children in the knowledge and love of God and to surround them with steadfast love. 

+Our PURPOSE is to develop the entire child - socially, spiritually, intellectually, physically and emotionally. Aldersgate 

Preschool provides developmentally appropriate experiences for all children in a Christian environment which enables 

each one to achieve his/her full potential as an individual and in relationships with others. As part of Aldersgate UMC, 

Preschool families are always welcome to attend the abundant opportunities for Christian nurture and fellowship 

offered by the church. 

+Our curriculum includes both free play and guided activities. Language, sensory, motor, and perceptual skills are  

developed through child-centered and teacher-directed activities with an atmosphere conducive for learning. Rather 

than religion being a separate part of the curriculum, it is taught through the teacher’s loving example, through songs 

and stories, and thankfulness for God’s love and grace for us. 

JOIN the Aldersgate Preschool Teaching Team! We are interviewing for excellent teachers and substitute positions, 

while we add classes for the fall 2022! Contact Sharon Jennelly for all the details today! 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Pastor Rob’s Update 2 

Crazy Ladies College  Exam Treats 2 

Lay Leaders’ Message 3 

Emmanuel Dining Room News 3 

Prayer List 4 

Walk for a Cause 4 

Family Promise  5 

Go Team Volunteer Opportunities 5 

Finance 6 

Caring for Creation 6 

Life Celebrations 7 

United Women in Faith 7 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 8-9 

A Message from Pastor Tony 9 

Aldersgate Preschool & Children’s Ministries 10-11 

Worship Schedule 

Contemporary Service with Journey Band  in Sanctuary at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

Traditional Service  with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m. 

You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

Or YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 22 :  Graduates Recognition 

June 5: Pentecost and Confirmation - one service at 10 a.m. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

