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Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

Happy Pentecost to each and every one of 
you! Sounds a little strange, doesn’t it? 
Doesn’t float off of the tongue like “Happy 
Easter” or “Merry Christmas” or “Happy 
Birthday”? You’re not expecting any gifts or 
flowers or particular fanfare, huh? In spite of 
that and even in the midst of a pandemic, 
we’re going to celebrate again this year. How 
you ask? Well, whether you’re home watching or worshipping in person, here’s a 
hint...wear RED!! We’re observing Pentecost on May 23 this year and we should 
celebrate!! But why you ask? I’ll tell you why. Whereas one could argue that 
Pentecost is not as important as Easter or Christmas because of the significance of 
those dates, it is imperative that we recognize the reason it’s on the calendar. The 
phrase “Happy Birthday” is apropos to this occasion because Pentecost is the birth-
day of the church. Here’s what happens in Acts 2: 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

God gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit to go and do things that they had never 
done before. God continues to give the Holy Spirit and we, the children of God, 
should celebrate in the receiving of this great gift. 

But WAIT there’s more… We’re also finally receiving our Confirmation class as new 
full members that day. These kids have waited a long time and worked hard and 
have decided to commit themselves to Aldersgate and the work of God here. So, on 
May 23 come to church wearing your red clothes or be sure to watch at home and 
expect a jubilant worship experience as we together rejoice in all that God is doing 
in our lives. 

Grace and Peace and Happy Pentecost to you all, 

 

Pastor Chris 

Honoring 

Our Mothers 
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                    From Your Lay Leaders 
 

                           Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 
 

        layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

 

Spring has sprung and it is wonderful to enjoy some Spring weather and  see everything blooming.  
The church grounds look beautiful. Our church is experiencing a blooming of sorts as we now have 
two in person worship services offered each Sunday.  We’ve carefully followed strict protocols set 
out by the staff,  Worship Team and Leadership team and it has been a success!  If you’ve not 
returned to the church please come when you’re ready!  Until you are enjoy  our livestream 
worship and the new technology we have been blessed to aquire. 

 

As a congregation we celebrate our  confirmands completing the confirmation program that ended 
last year due to COVID. Confirmation will be on Pentecost, May 23. It will be a joy to welcome 
them as they are commended to our love and care. Let us remember them and their families in our 
prayers.  

 

All our teams and our staff will be preparing this month for Annual Conference in June.  Let us 
remember them in prayer as well. 

 

Sharon and I wish you all God’s Blessings at Pentecost.  May the Gift of God’s Spirit fill your hearts, 
families and homes. 

   Anne Murray 

Dear Aldersgate Family, 

                 By the time you receive this message, planning our budget 

for 2021-2022 will be in motion.  To keep everyone on the same page, 

here is how the process works. 

  
·         First off, our budget is from July 1st to June 30th.  This is to compensate for the 

highs and lows of the year. 

·         We take this year’s current budget and ask the staff and committees if they have 
any changes. 

·         We compile these changes (if any) and approve as a Finance Committee. 

·         We then present the budget to the Lead Team for approval. 

·         The budget is then presented at Charge Conference in June. 

  

Although we track to this budget very closely, we do have flexibility if changes or unplanned 

events occur.  As always, a big thank you to our committees and staff for making sure their 

respective areas are managed. 

 Your Brother in Christ, 

Taber Smith 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Attention Gardeners!   The Friends of Aldersgate Community Garden is ready for planting.   We added 
some great mushroom mix soil, and some kale, spinach, cauliflower, and lettuce are already in!    We are 
looking for some gardeners to “adopt a bed” this year.  It would be yours in which to plant whatever you 
want!   In past years, we have shared veggies with the church and others, brought veggies to Neighborhood 
House and the Food Bank of DE, and most recently partnered with the 
Good Shephard Lutheran Church to combine with their produce for local 
organizations providing food for those who need it the most!  You can 
decide what to do with it- use it for your family, share, give it away! 

If you are interested in “adopting a bed”, please call (302-723-2164) or e-

mail (jennifershroffpendley@gmail.com) Jennifer Pendley  

Aldersgate is an inclusive Christ-centered community striving to know God’s purpose 
and live out Christ’s teachings as we meet the needs of our local and world communities.  
 
Enrolling for Fall classes!  
We are enrolling all children for the Fall 2 year old, 3 year old and PreK classes now!  
 
To enroll your child: 
  
· Contact Sharon Jennelly, Director, for a tour, to discuss openings and opportunities at Aldersgate for your child. 
  
·  Registration Form is on the Aldersgate Preschool Page, www.aldersgatede.org 
  
· Complete the Registration Form and return it to the Preschool with the $50 Registration Fee. 
  
· You’ll receive information, including a letter of acceptance and the necessary forms needed to complete 

enrollment. Payment of the first & last month’s tuition is expected at this time. 
  
· A visit to Aldersgate Preschool will be scheduled as your child’s start date approaches so you can both become 

familiar with the new surroundings.  
 
+Our MISSION is to nurture children in the knowledge and love of God and to surround them with steadfast love. 
  
+Our PURPOSE is to develop the entire child - socially, spiritually, intellectually,  physically and emotionally. 
Aldersgate Preschool provides developmentally appropriate experiences for all children in a Christian 
environment which enables each one to achieve his/her full potential as an individual and in relationships with 
others. As part of Aldersgate UMC, Preschool families are always welcome to attend the abundant opportunities 
for Christian nurture and fellowship offered by the church. 
  
+Our curriculum includes both free play and guided activities. Language, sensory, motor, and perceptual skills 
are developed through child-centered and teacher-directed activities with an atmosphere conducive for 
learning.  Rather than religion being a separate part of the curriculum, it is taught through the teacher’s loving 
example, through songs and stories, and thankfulness for God’s love and grace for us.  
 
JOIN the Aldersgate Preschool Teaching Team! We are interviewing for assistant teachers and substitute 
positions, while we add another class for the fall 2021! Contact Sharon Jennelly for all the details today! 
 
We are still not sure what June will be like with the pandemic so VBS 2021 will be a bit 

different this year just like everything else! Plan on watching the WOW 
Live premier on Saturday June 5th and 6th on Facebook which is 
designed to “kick off” the WOW VBS! After premiering WOW 
LIVE 2021 we plan to have packets available for pickup (or delivery) so 
the children can do the activities when it is convenient for your family 
or your own safe pod of friends to gather in your own backyards and 
homes. We are thinking the week of June 21-24. Volunteers are greatly 
needed to help with organizing, hosting a backyard/home and 
distributing of the packets. Contact Sharon on how you can help!  
 

mailto:jennifershroffpendley@gmail.com
http://www.aldersgatede.org
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The Easter Bunny arrived early despite the wet weather this year. A huge Thank You to Gregg Xenakes for being the Easter 
bunny and helping with setup. Thank you Pastor Chris and John Jennelly for helping with greeting and registering the 
families, set up and clean up. All families that were registered but unable to attend were able to pick up their Easter prize 
bags. We are all so thankful to bless these beautiful families with this outreach event this Easter! 

March 2021 Easter  

Bunny Photos 

Blessings,     Sharon Jennelly 
Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org   

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Grace Hurst 

passed away 

on March 21, 

2021 

That’s right. Summer camp is 

back in 2021 at Camp 

Pecometh!! 

https://www.pecometh.org 

Sign up your children and youth for 

Summer Camp. We’re running camp at 

reduced capacity to adhere to CDC COVID 

guidelines, and we’re already nearly half 

full. Don’t wait to register (you know your 

young people need this more than ever). 

Encourage your young adults (18 or older) 

to join our Summer Staff. This is a life-

changing way for them to grow as 

principled Christian leaders for the church 

and the world. Plus, it’s more fun than they 

could ever imagine.  

         United Methodist Social Action 

For more than 150 years Methodist women have organized for mission and have 
worked in the name of Jesus to take positions on social justice issues and to change 
legislation, systems, structures and practices considered unjust and oppressive. 
United Methodist Women (UMW) have advocated to end lynching, improve 

women’s health, raise the status of women in society, organize for fair wages and benefits for workers 
and families, and adopt the Charter for Racial Justice.  

For the 2021-2024 quadrennium the two UMW social action campaigns, which are connected to climate 
justice and criminalization and mass incarceration of communities of color 
are: 

Just Energy for All: We are fortunate to live in a time when many of us in 

the U.S. have access to energy to run our dishwashers, charge our phones, 

cook our meals and commute to work and church. How does the energy that 

fuels all of this impact the lives and health of women, children, and youth in 

the U.S. and around the world? Our Just Energy for All Campaign works for 

energy that is cleaner and more just for all of God’s people and creation. 

Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline this is a term used to describe how children and youth 

of color are rerouted by systems and institutions- funneled away from educational success and towards 

the criminal justice system. 

Aldersgate UMW is exploring ways we may support these two important initiatives and will be keeping 

the congregation informed about how they might be involved in supporting the UMW Social Action 

efforts. If you are interested in either of these initiatives, please contact Anne Murray at 

ampelican@comcast.net.  

 

Luke & Jessica Fresconi  May 2 12 years 

Ed & Sharon Owens  May 4 30 years 

Al & Sherie Stiles  May 6 43 years 

Henry & Kathy Daum  May 10 41 years 

Ron and Eleanor Kelly  May 10  46 years 

Ron Hunsicker and Kathy Seibert  May 10 7 years 

Keith & Kelly Swain  May 10 13 years 

Bill and Cathy Holloway  May 12 37 years 

Gary & Betty Lu Ireland  May 14 61 years 

Joseph & Sheena Gladden  May 17 24 years 

Jason & Randi Jowers  May 19 15 years 

Ron & Jill Teixeira  May 21 16 years 

Robert & Mary Macklem  May 25 58 years 

Kirk & Sandy Anderson  May 26 48 years 

Lerone & Amy Joyner  May 27 21 years 

Vincent & Karen Napoli  May 28 16 years 

William & Mary Johnston  May 29 37 years 
Eldo & Grace Luciani  May 30 28 years 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!zt0aV2HN6a0KX5gx+aWxZcBvDOk9+vNM0+htwTviWE8VrpYKbBqILUuKgVywr2KgM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!A5MhoBWjPV4pzh1fAkzlWAAmf6nAXn6i5+YeAknCon1Xvk+zn0T-5j35ddO7IbgSM
mailto:ampelican@comcast.net
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Altar Guild Welcomes Spring  

 

Aldersgate Altar Guild has been working 
behind the scenes over the past year.  Our 
jobs have adapted to the COVID 
procedures, and the beauty of Easter and 
spring has brought new excitement to us. 
Below are pictures of the beautiful lilies at 
Easter.  Thank you all who purchased lilies 
and helped to make it a beautiful Easter at 
Aldersgate. 

 

The members of Altar 
Guild are:  

Sandy Anderson, Beverly 
Barker, Cheryl Beeson, 
Barbara Buckley, Helen 
Ciach, Mary Cooper, Kathy 
Daum, Donnie DeVoll, 
Carolyn Fleckenstein, Jean 
Ann Harding, Kathy 
Harding, Betty Lu Ireland, 
Ellie Kelly, Jill McKeown, 
Laura Parrish, Carolyn 
Reis, Dinah Schlecht, Jean 
Soboyna, Linda Williams. 

 

Thank you, Altar Guild Members, for your works for 
Aldersgate. 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

What’s Inside...  Worship Services: 
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE  In-Person 
and Live-Stream  at 9 a.m. 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE In-Person and 
Live-Stream at 11 a.m.    
          

You can find live-Stream at: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

 

Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

And hit the subscribe button 

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

New Office Hours beginning May 1: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

          Fridays 9 a.m.-12 noon. 
* By Appointment only at this time. Please call the office 
(302-478-2575)  

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message 2 

Finance Committee 2 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry 3 
Aldersgate Gardening Opportunity 4 
Preschool News 4 

Children’s Easter Bunny Photos 5 

Milestones 6 

UM Women 6 

Altar Guild 7 

Church Hours 8 

  

  

  

  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

