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All Those Years 

My friend Debbie's two daughters were in high school when she experienced severe 
flu-like symptoms. Debbie visited her family doctor, who told her the flu bug had 
passed her by. Instead, she had been touched by the "love bug" and was now 
pregnant. The birth of Tommy, a healthy, beautiful son, was an event for 
celebration, and as time went by, it seemed as though every day brought another 
reason to celebrate the gift of Tommy's life. He was sweet, thoughtful, fun-loving 
and a joy to be around. One day when Tommy was about five years old, he and 
Debbie were driving to the neighborhood mall. As is the way with children, out of 
nowhere, Tommy asked, "Mom, how old were you when I was born?" "Thirty-six, 
Tommy. Why?" Debbie asked, wondering what his little mind was contemplating. 
"What a shame!" Tommy responded. "What do you mean?" Debbie inquired, more 
than a little puzzled. Looking at her with love-filled eyes, Tommy said, “Just think 
of all those years we didn't know each other." Alice Collins (From Chicken Soup for 
the Mother’s Soul) 

  

I wonder if this is how Jesus feels when years go by in a person’s life and they 
haven’t come to know him, I mean really know him. I think about all the 
opportunities afforded to each of us throughout our lives 
and yet for many there is a distance between them and 
God. That distance doesn’t need to be there and certainly 
God yearns for the closeness of parent and child in its 
most beautiful form. My mom and I were close and I 
thank God for that. 

  

As we think about our moms in this month of May, let us 
not forget that our Creator Mother/Father knew us from 
the beginning of time and sewed us together cell by cell 
with complete unconditional love. That God sent Jesus 
Christ into the world to save us from all that was keeping 
us apart from God and that his sacrifice and our belief in 
his resurrection assures us that we will be reunited with pure love in the appointed 
time. 

  

I would like to wish my wife and all of the wonderful ladies I know a Happy 
Mother’s Day! 

  

Grace and Peace!  

Pastor Chris 

Honoring 

Our Mothers 

Happy  

Mother’s Day 
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                    From Your Lay Leaders 
 

                           Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

        layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 
The last few months may have been the strangest, most surreal even, we have ever experienced.  Last 

Christmas, who had ever heard of Wuhan, China?  Or wet markets?  Or imagined that people ate bats and 
pangolins?  Or even knew what a pangolin was?  Who was knowledgable about coronaviruses?  Or was afraid 
of COVID-19.  Who was anticipating a pandemic? Who would have recognized the now household names of 
Drs. Fauci and Birx? Who was familiar with immunological modeling?  Or its now rather obvious limitations?  
Who would have thought that our lexicon would include terms like “flattening the curve,” “social distancing,” 
“PPEs,” “lockdown,” “opening the economy.”  Or, that we would be concerned about the supply of ventilators, 
and how to make masks out of bandanas and hair ties?  Or that we would be wearing masks in public now?   

 
When will we come out of this?  Will there be a new normal?  If so, what will that new normal look 

like?  What changes will we make?  In government?  In education?  In business?  In healthcare?  What lessons 
will we learn?  What lessons will we fail to learn?  Did we do the right thing?  Did we not do the right thing?  
What was the right thing even?   

 
While we were struggling with all of these questions, and more, because there seemed to be infinitely 

more questions than answers, there was … Easter -   Easter, when we again focused on why were are 
Christians.  We celebrated the miracle of Christ’s resurrection.  We proclaimed, “Christ is risen.  He is risen, 
indeed.”  We knew that, “whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  And we know that 
is the answer.  

 
    Still, we need to connect with each other and God through prayer and worship.  If you can, please watch 

the livestream of worship on Sunday mornings.  Make an effort to check in with each other on the phone or 
online.  Don’t neglect your own prayer life, and please remember to give.  You can do that online or through 
the mail.     

 
Until the pandemic has abated, please follow all of the recommendations of our public health officials 

for keeping safe, trust in God, and we will all see each other soon in the pews. 
 
 
 
Our Vacation Bible School will probably be a bit different looking this summer during this 
uncertain time of the pandemic. If we do have a Vacation Bible School it will probably need 
to be virtual. We will still need many volunteers to make this happen so let me know how 
you can help and be part of this amazing outreach for our children and families of the 
community. Be on the lookout for updates! 

 

Family Sunday School 

We all want to stay connected with you while we all are staying safely quarantined 
through this challenging pandemic. We do hope you have been receiving the exciting 
resource link for the SPARK –Activate Faith, Family Sunday School for each 
Sunday’s lesson with the Bible story, songs and fun activities to share!  

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/?
fbclid=IwAR2IhqJP3S_TIEbTCANP3tuHv0DegFdoYpZeSbOlKgGzEl15FsqvCIetBrY 

We all continue to pray for everyone adjusting to new ways of life, especially for you - our precious families 
and children. Please reach out and let me know if you happen to need anything at all! Also please let me 
know if this is helpful and plus any other families that would like to receive this resource.  We will get 
through this together! 

Always Praying and Blessings,    Sharon Jennelly, Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/?fbclid=IwAR2IhqJP3S_TIEbTCANP3tuHv0DegFdoYpZeSbOlKgGzEl15FsqvCIetBrY
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/?fbclid=IwAR2IhqJP3S_TIEbTCANP3tuHv0DegFdoYpZeSbOlKgGzEl15FsqvCIetBrY
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Mildred Alford  passed 

away on April 3, 2020 

 

Edward Meggs passed away 

on April 4, 2020 

 

 
Luke and Jessica Fresconi                  May 2     11 years 
Ed and Sharon Owens                         May 4    29 years 
Al and Sherie Stiles                              May 6    42 years 
Henry and Kathy Daum                      May 10  40 years 
Ron and Eleanor Kelly                        May 10   45 years 
Kathy Seibert and Ron Hunsicker    May 10     6 years 
Bill and Cathy Holloway                     May 12   36 years 
Eldo and Grace Luciani                       May 30  27 years 

Gary and Betty Lu Ireland             May 14   60 years 
Joe and Sheena Gladden                May 17   23 years 
James and Helen  Schowengerdt May 21   26 years 
Ron and Jill Teixeira                       May 21   15 years 
Robert and Mary Macklem            May 25   57 years 
Kirk and Sandy Anderson              May 26  47 years 
William and Mary Johnston          May 29  36 years 

                                                    

             United Methodist Women with Hope 

 

“Our National Mission Institutions (NMIs) are on the front lines serving 
those impacted by COVID-19 and the quarantine mandates. These 
institutions, for whom United Methodist women provide support, are 

doing their best to maintain essential services as they experience increasing needs. With economic 
impact due to loss of wages, childcare facilities not operating, layoffs, and small business closings, the 
already vulnerable clients they serve have been immediately impacted.”  

 

This quote from the United Methodist Women website reminds us of the importance of the National 
Mission Institutions.  There are about 90 National Mission Institutions in the United States.  They are 
partially supported by UMW funds. There is a National Mission Institute right here in Wilmington – 
Southbridge Neighborhood House. Neighborhood House is on the front lines providing food and 
other item such as diapers to the residents of Wilmington. The Early Learning Center (ELC) and the 
School-age Program are serving  children of “Essential Employees” or children that are homeless or 
considered “at risk”. Please keep the Neighborhood House in your prayers during this COVID-19 
situation. You can donate directly to Neighborhood House or through Aldersgate United Methodist 
Women. 

 

 

Aldersgate United Methodist Women look forward to 
gathering in person again when safe for all. In the meantime, 
please reach out to your UMW sisters in prayer, by telephone, 
email, or notes. Please reach out for help with needs: Contact 
Kathy Daum (daumhf@comcast.net) or 302-652-8541. 

Aldersgate wishes Elyn 

Schmitz a very Happy 100th 

Birthday on May 8th. 

mailto:daumhf@comcast.net


Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

What’s Inside... 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leader Report 2 

Vacation Bible School 2 

Sunday School Update 2 

Transitions 3 

UM Women 3 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  
 Worship Services Temporarily 
Streaming Online on Sunday at 11 a.m.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Temporary Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 
Note: please call ahead (302-478-2575) before visiting 
church 

Feeling cooped up?  A bit bored?   

Same old, same old?   

Now is a great time to experiment with new 
recipes for the 2021 CHILI and 
CHOCOLATE cook-off.  Yes, our world-famous 
Aldersgate Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social XI …
now in our second decade!! … will be Saturday, 
January 30, 2021.  The entry you design now 
could have you wearing a … Sombrero of Glory 
(TM) !! 

If able, please support 

Neighborhood House and 

other food banks. Without 

our collections at the 

church, their needs are 

high and resources low. 

http://neighborhoodhse.org/  

(302) 658-5404  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
http://neighborhoodhse.org/

