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  A significant place where disciples are made 
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 Our New Year’s Resolution 
If you look up the word “triumph” in the thesaurus, you’ll find words like victory, win, 
achievement and conquest. You’ll also find words like joy, celebrate, jubilation, and 
rejoice. Then if you look up “fail” or “failure”, you’ll find defeat, inef-
fectiveness, fault, and inferiority; and you’ll also find wither, collapse, 
and, of course, disappointment. 

These word associations from the thesaurus are merely reflections of 
how our society views success and failure. No wonder so many chil-
dren feel that winning is all important and that failure is unacceptable. And since all of 
us fail at being perfect parents, spouses, children, friends, and Christians, we are set up 
for a pretty  miserable existence. But it doesn’t have to be that way. God never in-
tended it to be so. 

Christ did not die for us when we were winners. In fact, God’s Word says that “at just 
the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” God, our 
heavenly Father, sent Jesus “at just the right time” – when we were powerless… fail-
ures… last place finishers. What a great lesson for us as earthly parents. When our chil-
dren lose the contest, fail the exam, or fall on their way to the finish line, that’s when 
they need our very best – they need us to imitate our heavenly Father and love them 
when they fail. They need warm hugs to renew self-esteem, raised arms at the finish 
line (even if they finish last), pats on the back, and words of affirmation at the final 
horn – no matter the outcome. They need to know it’s all right to fail, for they will do 
plenty of that in this life. We can rewrite the thesaurus and teach our sons and daugh-
ters, friends and relatives, and even our moms and dads that there is 
pride in trying, celebration in participating, joy in simply running the 
race. Let’s add some new words under the word failure like accep-
tance, encouragement, and hope. “At just the right time” – when they 
have failed – let’s share with them the victory we have found in our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

       layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

Few things that we do as lay leaders give us as much joy as participating in a service receiving 
new members into Aldersgate United Methodist Church.  On April 28th we are to receive three new 
members.  The new members are Janice Whitecotton, and Anthony and Debbie Camponelli.  We 
owe a debt of gratitude to Cheryl Merritt for preparing them for membership.  The service on the 
28th also is when our confirmands join the Church.  It was truly a wonderful day in the life of Alders-
gate.    Photos of our new members will be published in the June Messenger. 

 
The role of the lay leaders in these services is small – we merely present the candidates for 

confirmation or membership.  And, of course, much of the focus of the service naturally is on the 
candidates themselves as they renounce sin and pronounce their faith in a colloquy with the pastor. 
But since the Messenger goes out to the congregation, we want to focus on the important commit-
ments we make.  We reaffirm both our rejection of sin and our commitment to Christ.  We promise 
to nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and to include the confirmands and new mem-
bers in our care.  We also join together with the new members and confirmands in professing the 
Christian faith by reciting the Apostle’s Creed.  The new members and confirmands are commended 
to our love and care. And we are charged to do everything in our power to increase their faith, con-
firm their hope, and perfect them in love.  We would do well to remember our commitments, profes-
sions, and responsibilities as a congregation as we celebrate our new members and confirmands.     

 
 Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards 

during worship at all services, or send a message to Pastor Don (don.schuler@aldersgatede.org)   or 
to us ( layleader@aldersgatede.org). 

MORE THOUGHTS ON PRAYER… 

Recently I reread my February article on Prayer and thought about ways to “sneak in” prayer during 
our day.  Those of us who live alone might find it easy to add prayer to the day – we talk out loud – 
who other than God can hear us – we won’t annoy any one.   One day I realized I say a quick prayer be-
fore a trip – when I enter my car – I pray for safe travels.   Then I began to think how families can add 
prayer to their day:  

(1) Morning when/before leaving the house, a few minutes together when you wish each other “have a 
good day”, holding hands and saying it together.   

(2) Bedtime saying good night – a moment together to give thanks for the day.  

(3)  Creating a Family Prayer List--Persons you know, work/school situations where you need strength 
and guidance, current events, etc.   

(4) Creating a Prayer Calendar--Assigning a week to pray for entries on your Family Prayer List.    
Sarah Young’s daily devotions book “Jesus Calling.  Enjoying Peace in His Presence” writes for Feb-
ruary 22:  “Make Me central in your consciousness by praying continually: simple short prayers 
flowing out of the present moment.  Use My Name liberally to remind you of My Presence.”   

Peace Be With You 

Ellen Leonzio  (GROW Team Leader) 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS 

The Trustees were given an update on the ongoing Big-Ticket HVAC projects. 

Ralph Rose, Vice President of Construction for Service Unlimited emailed a 

progress report for the week ending 3/29/19. All of the refrigerant, hot water 

and condensable piping is 100% complete.  All of the refrigerant piping for the 

3 systems serving the Sanctuary and Narthex have been pressure tested, 

evacuated and charged. The existing duct work, which had been taken down has been reinstalled. All 

of the power wiring to the 3 condensing and air handling units serving the Sanctuary and Narthex 

are 100% complete. On 4/6/19 the power wiring from the old panel must be pulled and installed in 

the new panel serving the 3 condensers of the Sanctuary and Narthex and the condensing unit serv-

ing the Auditorium. A required power shutdown on that date is needed to install and tie-in the main 

breaker serving the 4 condensing units. This work must be completed on this date to stay on sched-

ule and have the 3 systems serving the Sanctuary and Narthex up and running by the end of business 

on, Friday 4/12/19. The work has started on installation of the 6 recessed console units in the Audi-

torium.  The installation will continue next week along with connecting the 4th condensing unit to the 

Auditorium console units. 

“NOBODY” EVER GETS ANYTHING DONE!!! 

We all see things that need improvement or repair at Aldersgate. Our building is huge. Not only do 

we have a multi-winged, multi-leveled church facility but also house a Montessori school and Alders-

gate Preschool.  Problem is most of us think we’ll tell “Nobody” when we see something that needs 

attention. But when we tell “Nobody” we can be 100% certain that nothing will ever get done. Lucky 

for us we have a “Somebody” to report things to. That “Somebody” is Kevin Botbyl. Kevin can be con-

tacted by phone at 302 -478-2575 ext. 114 or email at kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org. Now is Kevin 

going to be able to address everything right away? No, that’s impossible, but we can get things ac-

complished when we tell a “Somebody” like Kevin rather than “Nobody”.    

    

SPRING CLEANUP AND MULCHING 

Now that we all know we have a “Somebody” to report issues to, we need “Everyone” to help with our 
Annual Grounds Cleanup & Mulching Project. The date will be Sunday May 5th, starting at 10 a.m. 
What a great way to bond with your family or Sunday School Class by taking pride in the work 
“Everyone” can accomplish by beautifying our grounds. Please volunteer to help by contacting Kevin 
Botbyl at ext. 114 or kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org . 

            Bill Elliot 

The Good Samaritan Fund 
The purpose of the Good Samaritan Fund is to provide urgent/temporary assistance to individuals/families for such 
things as rent or utility bills. Donations mainly come from the congregation monthly on Communion Sunday.  
Referral phone calls from people who urgently need assistance are received in the Front Office and documented for 
Friendship House where the applicants are screened.  
If approved, we send up $100 to Friendship House for disbursement to the utility company or rental agency.  
There is much need in our community and with your help we could do much more.  
LOOK FOR THE PLATES NEAR THE COMMUNION RAILS IN THE TRADITIONAL SERVICES AND THE SPECIALLY MARKED BASKET IN 

THE CONTEMPORARY SERVICE. 

mailto:kevin.bobtyl@aldersgate.org
mailto:kevin.bobtyl@aldersgate.org
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Seeing with Clarity  

By Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 

My husband, Bo, tells a great story about when he played football in high school. At one game late in 

the season, his team lagged by one point, 16-17. They had possession of the ball with a minute to go. 

Bo expected the coach to call in a special team to kick a field goal. 

  

Instead, the coach told them to fall on the ball. His team complied. Bo thought to himself,“Oh, the 

coach really wants to put some pressure on us.” For the second down, the coach called the same 

play—fall on the ball. Bo thought, “Okay, maybe we are running down the clock. But, now he will call 

in the kicker.” When the coach instructed them to fall on the ball for the third down, Bo reminded 

himself that the coach had years of experience and knew what he was doing. And, on the fourth 

down, when the coach told them to fall on the ball again, Bo finally thought, “This is bigger than a 

game. Coach has something else in mind.” 

  

When the clock ran down, his teammates began to celebrate. Confused, Bo walked toward the score-

board. He had not worn his glasses that night and he saw, with joyful dismay, that his team had won, 

18-17! He also thanked God that he had not argued and had trusted the coach. 

  

I love that story. It demonstrates a deep trust in the coach to have the best interests of the team at 

heart. It shows how following the coach’s plan pays off, even when you do not understand. And, it 

reminds us that sometimes others see more clearly than we do. 

  

We, in The United Methodist Church, find ourselves in much the same position as Bo did. We cannot 

see how the current plan will provide a way to win (in this case, to win disciples for Jesus). We feel 

confused about the plays being called. We might even feel like we know the answer (call in the 

kicker) but feel dismayed that our way is not being followed. Instead of trusting the Coach, we find 

ourselves arguing in the huddle. 

  

Yet, Jesus calls us to a more excellent, if paradoxical, way. Jesus invites us to deny ourselves, to lose 

our lives, in order to gain them. In other words, to let go. During Lent, many people practice “giving 

something up” or fasting, which teaches us to let go. To let go of the appetites that control us. To let 

go of the need to be right. To let go of the need to know everything. To let go of grudges or resent-

ments. To let go of telling God the answer and instead trusting Jesus to lead. To let go of our egos in 

order to follow Jesus. This letting go requires a deep trust which arises out of a relationship with One 

whose faithful love never fails. This trust says, “I may not understand your game plan, but I know 

that you have already won the victory in Jesus.” 
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Why Committees and Town Hall Meetings Work 

By now, we may know the outcome of our congregational vote on the 2019 Welcoming Statement. 
The framing of that statement has truly been a group effort.  

First, we looked back to 2006 and realized the thorough work that had been done and the awe-
some contents of that original document.  

Second, the members who made up the Reconciling Ministries group worked on the language, 
content and voice of our statement to make it action-focused and to fit with our Caring Community 
commitment as well. We reviewed statements from other churches and compared them to what fit 
with life at our church. 

 And third, there were the Aldersgate members who read our attempts thoughtfully and gave 
great feedback, asked helpful questions, both at the Town Hall meeting and at times before and 
after. The end result is what you see in the statement, not a result of one person’s or one small 
group’s efforts, but of us all. 

This is work that got done in just a few months; that can make a difference in our world.  

What will happen as a result of a positive vote to become a Reconciling Congregation? Aldersgate 
will post our welcoming statement. We will be listed in the RM Network as reconciling, so that 
anyone looking for a safe church guaranteed to welcome all, will find us. We will try to create on-
going opportunities to engage in dialogue, build relationships and advocate for the necessary 
changes to the discriminatory statements in our Book of Discipline.  

We hope you will join us in continuing the work we began, with the Welcoming Statement. 

AUMC Reconciling Ministries members : Betsy Diemer, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne 
Smeltz, Nancy Hough, Anne Murray, Judy Morton, Cheryl Merritt, Don Moyer, Grace DiGiacoma, 
Adam West, Brian Merritt, Anna, Amy & Cathy Goodman, Ellen Leonzio, Jennifer Hamer-
Maannson, Tyler Merritt, Bert Diemer and Natalie Dyke. 

Proposed Welcoming Statement 2019 

Aldersgate UMC opens its life to all persons regardless of race, ethnicity, social status, age, mental 

health, intellectual or physical ability, gender identity, or sexual orientation.  We affirm our belief 

that God’s grace is available to all as we commit ourselves to be an inclusive Christ-centered commu-

nity.   As a reconciling congregation, we welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people as 

visitors and members.  All are welcome in our community of faith, as we fulfill our purpose of mak-

ing disciples for the transformation of the world. 

GRADUATES please submit name for recognition to the church office or email: 
kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org. If graduating from college or graduate school please tell 

us their degree. Students furthering their education please advise what school they are plan-
ning to attend next. We will be recognizing Graduates on Sunday, May 19, Youth Sunday! 
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Financial Update as of the end of March 2019 
 

Contributions are 9% lower than last year  
Total Income is only 1% lower than last year due to the distribution received from the Endow-

ment Fund earnings. 
Expenses are almost 9% lower than last year thanks to efforts of mainly SPRC and Trustees. 
The good news is the bottom line is positive currently thanks to the Endowment Fund earnings 

but we are heading into the ‘lean’ summer months. Please maintain your giving during the 
summertime. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electronic giving options: 
 

Online – Make a donation on our website: www.aldersgatede.org 
 

Text to Donate – Make a donation via Text message! 302-213-6168 
 

Of course, checks and cash are always preferred. 
 

 

Aldersgate is committed to being good stewards of your contributions.   John Prince 
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We were blessed with 50+ children plus their parents, grand-
parents and friends attending this year’s Easter Egg Hunt & 
Celebration. We were expecting about 40 children that were 

already registered-no 
problem, always ready 
for more the mer-
rier!  We hold this rain 
or shine and the play-
ground mulch worked 
out fine. We had a spe-
cial guest this year –
yes, the Easter Bunny was able to attend- Thank you to fuzzy 
Gregg Xenakes! Thank you for Laura Pickrell’s help and 
Amanda Moyer for providing the huge ball pit this year! 
Families were able to collect their Easter prizes, eat soft pret-
zels, make sand cross necklaces, create the Resurrection 
Easter story with stickers, make butterflies, do some stamp 

art, and play some fun games. All the families were reminded with these Easter activities that Jesus 
has Risen and is Alive! Collected contributions of care package items will go to the New Castle 

County Foster Care for comfort when transitioning to a new home.                   Sharon Jennelly                                                                                    
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The sixth annual Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community is Saturday, June 8th, downtown on 

the Christina Riverfront. The 5K walk starts at 9:00 and the one-mile fun walk starts at 9:15 

from the Frawley Stadium Parking Lot.  

The Highmark Walk will support 28 local health and human services agencies this year. High-

mark Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware underwrites the cost of the event, so the participat-

ing organizations will receive 100% of the funds they raise. Many of our congregants 

are active in some of these important agencies, and we encourage you to consider supporting 

one or more of the teams. Non-Profits must meet walk participation goals as well as raise 

money, so walking for the team is important as well as donating. In particular, we ask you to 

support two organizations that are missions of our church:  

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County  
Neighborhood House, Inc. 
 
The names of the other agencies can be found on the Highmark Walk website. These agencies 

provide a broad array of services to the community, reaching those in need in Wilmington and 

across the state. 

We hope you will consider joining one of the teams to walk or to financially support one of these 
organizations for this event.  

 

On Sunday, April 7th 
United Methodists 
Women enjoyed their 
Spring Program. The 
program was presented 
by storytellers Edee Fen-
imore and Marie Gorm-
ley- Tarleton presenting 
a Lenten-themed pres-
entation of Mary and 
Martha. 
As a Spring Mission Pro-
ject UMW collect 734 
diapers and 25 contain-
ers of baby wipes that were donated to Southbridge Neighbor-
hood House.  
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When should we celebrate Earth Day? 

 

Answer:  It can be celebrated any of the 365 days in a year and should 
be!  Mark your calendar for our Creation Sunday/Earth Day celebration 
on May 5. 

 

The official Earth Day, April 22, which coincided with Easter Monday this year, has come and 
gone.  While the concept originated in the U.S. Earth Day is now celebrated worldwide by billions 
of people, in many places for a month or more.  Forty-nine years after the first Earth Day in 1970 
this year’s theme is “Protect Our Species.”  Very appropriate to an era when extinctions of species 
around the globe have accelerated markedly.   

 

Much has been written about the plight of pollinators—insects, especially honeybees and butter-
flies, and hummingbirds.  For many reasons they are in serious trouble, but we can help. 

 

What can Aldersgaters do in their own corner of the planet?  

 

For starters we can help with planting more perennials that are rich sources of nectar and pollen 
in the church’s garden plots.  Do the same in your own yard or in a plant container if you don’t 
have a yard.  What to plant?  Native wildflowers are best, and common ones can be found in most 
nurseries.  Here are a few suggestions:  Black-eyed Susan, Purple Coneflower, Butterfly-weed, 
Foxglove, Coreopsis, Phlox, Lobelia, and Day Lilies.  These will provide bright color for a long 
blooming period.  In the fall Asters and native grass flowers also are good food for pollinators. 

Check out our Aldersgate Church sign on the 

Naaman’s Little League field on  

Concord Pike 

 

Sunday, May 19 is YOUTH Sunday! We 
will have student led services at the 9 a.m. 
Journey AND the 11 a.m. Traditional. 
Graduates will also be recognized so this 
will also be SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY! Wear 
your favorite schools attire and show off 
your school spirit!  
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Did someone help you have a great childhood when you were 

young – perhaps a parent, sibling, teacher or coach? Do you help 

children in your life today have a great childhood – your own 

kids, nephews or nieces, or maybe children you mentor or babysit? Throughout April, we 

celebrated the lives you touch and those who have touched yours by honoring them with a 

pinwheel – the national symbol for the great childhoods all children deserve because our 

children are our future. Aldersgate Preschool supported this cause with wearing their 

blue shirts on April 4 & 5, creating the blue pinwheel garden in front of the church, reading 

stories about love and other blue and pinwheel activities.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 

May is an exciting month for the youth ministry at Aldersgate. In early May we celebrated 
the confirmation class of 2019. Our seniors are about to end the school year and head off 
into their many different directions. This is always a bittersweet time for me. I love seeing 
our students take their next step in life, but I am always sad that it often pulls them away 
from us. Our students leave us to often pursue their plans to change the world and improve 
the lives of others. The entire body of Aldersgate takes part in this journey and helps raise 
our students into who they will become. As we celebrate our graduating seniors on May 19, 
please take some time to tell these students how much you cherished them being a part of 
Aldersgate. Often to keep them in your prayers, occasionally write them a note of encour-
agement, and when they come back during their breaks celebrate their return home. Please 
make sure that you join us in celebrating our graduates on May 19. This is also a school 
spirit and youth-led Sunday. You’re encouraged to come wearing your school gear as our 
students will be leading the Journey and 11 a.m. traditional service this day.  

Adam 
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Calling  

all young lion tamers  
Vacation Bible School  

 
 

June 17 – June 21, 2019 
9 a.m. – noon  

 
See next page for  

signing up  
 

9 a.m.-noon 

DFRC 

Delaware  Foundation Reaching Citizens 

With Intellectual Disabilities 
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 9 a.m.—noon 
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        Luke and Jessica Fresconi                     May 2                    10 years 

        Don and Shirley Rollins                          May 2                    66 years 

        Bill and Pat Culliton                                 May 4                    18 years 

        Ed and Sharon Owens                              May 4                    28 years 

        Charles and Carolyn Ciccone                  May 6                    30 years 

        Al and Sherie Stiles                                   May 6                    41 years 

        Henry and Kathy Daum                           May 10                 39 years 

        Ron and Eleanor Kelly                              May 10                 44 years 

        Bill and Cathy Holloway                           May 12                 35 years 

        Gary and Betty Lu Ireland                       May 14                 59 years 

        Joe and Sheena Gladden                          May 17                 22 years 

        Jason and Randi Jowers                          May 19                 13 years 

        James and Helen Schowengerdt            May 21                 25 years 

        Robert and Mary Macklem                      May 25                 56 years 

        Kirk and Sandy Anderson                        May 26                 46 years 

        William and Mary Johnston                    May 29                 35 years 

        Eldo and Grace Luciani                             May 30                 26 years 

 

It is with sad-
ness, that we 
share with you  
that  Betty 
Moore passed 
away on April  
9, 2019,. A 
celebration of 
her life was 
held on April 
16th at  the 

church. She served as Membership 
Secretary for over 20 years and had 
an attention to detail that was second 
to none. She will be missed by all of 
us and we ask you to keep her hus-
band Al, their sons and their families 
in your prayers during this difficult 
time.  

We believe that every child should be able to come to camp, which is why we 
have more options than ever for paying for a week at Pecometh! We have multiple payment options that allow 
us to keep the cost of summer camp affordable for everyone. Two of our great cost savings come in the form of 
Camperships and Spain Grants. 
 
Camperships are our version of Scholarships. They are available for campers who need financial support to 
attend camp. We typically provide a $150 campership for our week-long, overnight programs and $50 for 
mini-camp. A Campership Application is required to be filled out and mailed or e-mailed to our camp regis-
trar, Julie Lutz. We also encourage you to check with your church or community organization-most are very 
willing to help send a child to camp. 
 
The Spain Campership Grant Program is a partnership between Supporting Churches-who underwrite the 
program financially, Sponsoring Churches-who identify campers and ensure they are equipped and ready for 
camp, and families that desire for their children to have God-inspired, lifechanging experiences at Camp Pe-
cometh. A $150 campership is first applied, and between the sponsoring church and family, the $50 registra-
tion fee is taken care of. The remaining amount of the camp fee is funded by a supporting church who will be 
recognized in our Pecometh Annual Report. 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!AfdREUzL3VZvn0zgR4QswfcEi+--ELL9MmRm1qbz+BRyS+U4Jj7TQswFdKYngFjP0
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What’s Inside... May Worship Schedule 

Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium 

Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the  

Sanctuary 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

 SUMMER NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Summer Office Hours  

Memorial Day – Labor Day!  

Monday – Thursday  9 a.m. – 4 p.m.,  

Fridays  9 a.m.- 1 p.m..  

Please contact the office with questions (302-478-2575) 

Summer Worship Schedule (starts June 2) 
 9 a.m. Contemporary Journey Service.  

10 a.m. Traditional Service.  

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL during summer but childcare is 
available during the services. 


