Aldersga e
May
2017

A significant place where disciples are made
Take my Son

The Messenger

A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had
everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often
sit together and admire the great works of art. When the Vietnam conflict
broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved
deeply for his only son. About a month later, just before Christmas, there
was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package in his hands. He said,
“Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives
that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art.” The young man held out this package. “I
know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to
have this.” The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man.
He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The
father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man
and offered to pay him for the picture. “Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's
a gift.” The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took
them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded
his gavel. “We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?” There
was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, “We want to see the famous paintings.
Skip this one.” But the auctioneer persisted. “Will somebody bid for this painting? Who will start the
bidding? $100, $200?” Another voice angrily said, “We didn't come to see this painting. We came to
see the Van Goghs, the Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!” But still the auctioneer continued.
“The son! The son! Who'll take the son?” Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It
was the longtime gardener of the man and his son. “I'll give $10 for the painting.” Being a poor man,
it was all he could afford. “We have $10, who will bid $20?” “Give it to him for $10. Let's see the
masters.” “$10 is the bid, won't someone bid $20?” The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't
want the picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. The
auctioneer pounded the gavel. “Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!” A man sitting on the second row
shouted, “Now let's get on with the collection!” The auctioneer laid down his gavel. “I'm sorry, the
auction is over.” “What about the paintings?” “I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction,
I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this
time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit
the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!” God gave His
son 2,000 years ago to die on the cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: “The son,
the son, who'll take the son?” Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything.
Peace to you all this Easter Season!

Pastor Chris

Share The Journey.

United Nations Then and Now
I am a baby-boomer, born of parents who experienced World War II. My father was a tail gunner in the Air Force
on the Island of Guam. After the war, in 1948, the nations of the world decided to start the United Nations for
the purpose of working for diplomacy that would prevent more world wars in the future. In elementary school I
learned about this wondrous building in New York City and remember clearly the music teacher bringing her
piano on wheels into our classroom and teaching us this song:
“United Nations of the World, United Nations flags unfurled
When there is trouble brewing, don’t run for cover, Let nations get together and just talk it over!”
While in high school, in 1968 I went on an annual conference youth bus trip to NY City to visit the UN Building
and again I was struck by the enormity of the task. We learned about apartheid on that trip and I wondered
greatly about this process of diplomacy versus war. It would be a long time from 1968 until the end of apartheid
in South Africa but it happened.
Last week I attended the spring board meeting of the General Board of Church and Society. I serve on this
board along with five other bishops and many lay and clergy from around our connection. Rev. Megan Shitama
Weston (Pen Del) is one of the clergy from our area serving on this board with me. So much has changed since
1948 and 1968 but the theme is still the same: talk things over, come around common goals for the planet, have
respect for all people. This is none other than God’s work!
In 2015 the United Nations established the “Seventeen Sustainable Development Goals to Transform
Our World by 2030.” They are as follows:
1 No poverty, 2 Zero hunger, 3 Good health & well being, 4 Quality education, 5 Gender equality, 6 Clean
water & sanitation, 7 Affordable & clean energy, 8 Decent work & economic growth, 9 Industry, innovation
& infrastructure 10 Reduced inequalities, 11 Sustainable cities & communities, 12 Responsible consumption & production, 13 Climate action, 14 Life below water, 15 Life on Land, 16 Peace, justice & strong institutions, 17 Partnerships for the goals.
Much of the work of the United Methodist Church and the church universal believes and works toward these
goals. There is something that each one of us can personally do. We can engage in diplomacy in our local settings to promote equality and peace. We can share our means to eradicate hunger and inequalities. We can
vote for laws that protect our environment and promote health care for all.
The leaders of the General Board of Church and Society have asked that we ask our ambassador to the UN to
promote these development goals. (She is a United Methodist). Please write to her at:
H.E. Nikki R. Haley
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative
US Mission to the United Nations
799 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
In this way, your voice can be heard to promote peace in this
world. It is the responsibility of all of us.
The ending of the song I learned in elementary school goes like this:
“UN we know that you’ll build peace and understanding.
We know the toughness of the job that we’re demanding.
So let all our flags be ever unfurled!
The United Nations of the World.”
This is the world that God made and loves and wants to redeem. It is slow work. It is our work.
Biahop, Peninsula-Delaware Conference
Share the Journey
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Trustee Happenings
Sale of Parsonage--The sale of the Oakwood parsonage should close in May. This will complete the
sale of both parsonages. The net proceeds from the sale of the two properties, approximately $600,000, will be in a Pastoral Housing Fund invested by
PG&M and managed by the chairs of Trustees, SPRC, Finance and PG&M.
The fund policy is to maintain the principle with earnings providing up to 50%
of the senior pastor’s housing allowance. The church operating budget will
provide the other 50%, as this fund can only be used to provide the housing
allowance and in an emergency capital for building repair.
Courtyard Fountain and Columbarium Lighting—After Doug Devoll, Carolyn Fleckenstein, and Joanne
Smeltz redesigned and installed new planting in the courtyard, they turned to working with a contractor to renovate the fountain and add lighting. A project was approved with work to begin in
May.
Sanctuary Choir Space—As noted in earlier editions, a space in the rear of the Sanctuary was created
for our choir to be more of a part of our services following the benediction. Check out the new flooring; a vinyl plank of industrial quality which is easy to clean and reduces noise.
Improved Signage—Henry Daum and others have proposed new signage for the outside of the
church primarily to improve directions to handicap parking and
the ramp on the Fairfax side. Visitors have been confused in
the past and make it to the glass doors only to find steps are
required to go up or down. The project was approved and expect completion in May.
Storage Space Project Update—Many folks have participated
and have emptied 10 closets, many file drawers, reorganized
the Rummage Sale closet (thanks to Shirley and Sandy) and discarded a significant number of unused items from our two
large storage spaces. This has provided space for current activities and yes in another year or two they will be full again.
The Trustees will take the challenge of keeping our storage
spaces current.

Don Moore

Share the Journey
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Nancy Hough
Join your Aldersgate friends at the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community on June 3rd!
The fourth annual Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community is Saturday, June 3, at Bellevue State Park, Figure 8 Barn in Wilmington. The 5K walk starts at 9:00 a.m. and the one-mile fun walk starts at 9:15 a.m.
The Highmark Walk will support 23 local health and human services agencies this year. Highmark Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Delaware underwrites the cost of the event, so the participating organizations will
receive 100% of the funds they raise. Many of our congregants are active in some of these important
agencies, and we encourage you to consider supporting one or more of the teams. Non-profits must meet
walk participation goals as well as raise money, so your participation is a big support. Three organizations
in which many of our Aldersgate family are active include:
Family Promise of Northern New Castle County – Many of you are involved in supporting this mission of
our church. Brian and Cheryl Merritt are our program coordinators.
The Mission of Family Promise is preventing and ending homelessness for families by engaging faith
based congregations, volunteers and donors.
Join or support the team: Aldersgate Partners.
Neighborhood House, Inc. –Neighborhood House is a National Mission Institution of The United Methodist Women. Many Aldersgate members have served in various capacities over the years. Currently Ferris
Wharton is serving on the Board of Directors.
Mission: On a foundation of Christian principles, Neighborhood House provides transformational programs that impact low to moderate income individuals, families and communities.
Join or support the team: Judy’s Jaunters. (joining Judy Morton who is active in this organization)
Read Aloud Delaware – Many members of Aldersgate are past or current volunteers for Read Aloud Delaware.
The mission of Read Aloud Delaware is to prevent illiteracy by ensuring that each preschool child in
Delaware is regularly read to one-on-one.
Join or support the team: Hough ‘n Puffers.
The names of the other agencies can be found on the Highmark Walk website. These agencies provide a
broad array of services to the community, reaching those in need in Wilmington and across the state.
We hope you will consider joining one of the teams to walk or to financially support any or all of these
organizations for this event.
Register today as a walker, “virtual walker”, or to donate via the website at
www.walkforahealthycommunity.org.
Select the Wilmington location, then the organization (s) you wish to support.
For more information, contact Judy Morton or Nancy Hough
Share the Journey
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Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

The next SUP will be held on Monday, May 15. It will feature a taco bar with a wide array of ingredients to suit
every need or preference! The mission focus will be on St. Michaels United Methodist Church in Nassau, Bahamas. More information regarding this meal and mission will be found in the worship folder soon.
Also in May, the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference will be held from May 22 – 24 at the Chase Center on
the Riverfront in Wilmington! The theme will be “Down to the River to Pray” and we ask that you hold our
church leaders in prayer during this time. Our delegates to Annual Conference are Henry Daum and Bert Diemer.
Confirmation will be held on June 4, but it is not too early to pray for our confirmation class, which includes
Matthew DiGiacomo, Kelsey Mulrooney and Alex Mulrooney. Remember, if you have special prayer concerns,
you can bring them. to SUP, share them on the pew cards during worship at all services, or send a message to
Pastor Don or one of us.
Hope to see you on Sunday, and also for SUP on Monday, May 15, 5-7 p.m.
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton, layleader@aldersgatede.org

Children’s Ministry News
Service Project Sunday - May 7, 10 a.m.-10:50 a.m. (During Sunday school time) in Room 137.
All families (especially with Preschool to 5th grade children) are invited to create helpful bags for the homeless
(Blessing Bags), college students (UD Study Treat Bags) and even paint Inspirational Rocks! Be on the lookup
for a signupgenius.com link with all the details soon.
Let’s have kids realize that they are part of a collective body bigger than themselves and that through God’s
power they can make a significant difference in the world for Christ.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20)
This event was previously scheduled for May 28 which is Memorial Day weekend.

Vacation Bible School; Maker Fun Factory will be held on
Monday, June 19 - Friday, June 23, 2017, 9am-12 Noon.
Please contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org if you
are able to volunteer for any areas of interest: preschool
class, decorating, drama, games, art projects, video,
leading a group of children, and/or snacks.

Share the Journey
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Pollinators are making big news now that the Rusty patched bumblebee has
made history. It's the first bee to make the endangered species list. How did this
happen? We have vainly made tidy yards, communities, sports fields and parks
but forgot to include habitat for the rest of God's creatures. Pollinators includes
more than the bumblebees. Bats, hummingbirds and many other insects including flies, beetles, butterflies and other bees do the job. It is a necessary function in the circle of life. Our
food supply depends on a healthy population of pollinators to produce fruit, nuts and seeds. Lots of us
can associate with the sight of honeybee hives on farms. These are an amazing creature that apiarists
can harness to pollinate specific crops when and where they want. But in our own backyards and
neighborhoods there are thousands of tiny native pollinators taking care of our trees, shrubs, perennials,
annuals, grasses and our gardens. What can we do to perpetuate
these fellows residents? Let's start by making sure we make a little space for them in each
of our yards. Plant flowers
for different times of the
year. Use pesticides only as
a last resort. Take time to
observe what is hovering
over your existing flowers.
Enjoy all of creation.

STUDENT MINISTRY
May is a bittersweet month in youth ministry. It's the time of the year when
we start to look towards the summer. That also means that we are reaching
the point in the lives of our seniors when they often leave town for college. I'm
always thankful for the time that I have with our students during their middle
and high school time. No matter where our students go, they will always be
welcomed home to Aldersgate with open arms. Our students are shaped by this wonderful congregation
as they lay down a faith foundation that will be with them the rest of their life. Thank you to the members
this church who have invested time, energy, and prayers into the lives of our students! Your support of
the students is extremely important. Please pray for our graduating seniors as they begin to transition towards college.

Adam
Share the Journey
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Don't miss our vegetable and flower sale this year on Saturday May 20th from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. We
have a large assortment of vegetables and flowers available including tomatoes, lettuce, peppers,
juicy watermelons, various herbs, and cucumbers.
Stop by and get what you need. If you need to make arrangements to come another day, just send
an email to Sara Bedwell at sara@pecometh.org.
If you know a college-aged individual who's looking for a great summer job this year, then look no
further than Camp Pecometh!
This is a challenging and very rewarding opportunity to work with kids in a great Christian camp setting. For more info, visit us at the Summer Staff Info Page and apply today, or contact Megan
Sweeney, Camp Programs Coordinator, at megansweeney@pecometh.org
Plus, if you know someone in the 10th or 11th grade, they can apply for our Staff-in-Training
Program.

Don't miss out on an opportunity to make some great memories with your friends and family in July
First, it's our Single Parent Family Retreat July 14-16, where kids can have some fun and parents
get a break, too! For much more info and to register, call 410-556-6900 or visit us at http://
www.pecometh.org/single-parent-family.

Then, later that month, it's our Friends & Family Camp July 28-30, where everyone can experience
the fun of camp, no matter if you're young--or young-at-heart. For more info and to register, call:
410-556-6900 or visit us online at http://www.pecometh.org/friends-and-family-camp.

United Methodist Men Luncheon & Program
Tuesday, May 16, in Fellowship Hall
Lunch at 11:45 a.m. – Program follows
Mr. Miles Julian will give a program about helpful technology, such as visual devices for telephones, at the
United Methodist Men's meeting on Tuesday, May 16 at 12 noon. Mr. Julian is a Cokesbury Village resident
who writes a monthly column in the Village publication for residents and has helped many discover and expand their computer skills. If time permits, he will suggest some other programs we can run on line.

Tom Short

Please come and give Miles a warm welcome.

Share the Journey
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United Methodist Women's Spring Program was held on Sunday, April 2 when
over 40 women and girls enjoyed two hours of fellowship, food and
entertainment. Nisha Punjabi presented "India & Bollywood Dance". We
learned about India, its customs, culture and even learned a few dance moves.
As a spring mission project over 700 diapers were collected for Southbridge Neighborhood House.
Stacie Sharpless DiGiacoma

Share the Journey
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GriefShare
GriefShare, a grief recovery support group, welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a
loved one.

Thomas Earl Hames, Sr.-Father of Susan Mammele March 11

Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236

Donald B. Roberts, Sr.-Father of Don Roberts

March 19

Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236

John Q. Griffith, III

April 8

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For
more information: http://www.griefshare.org/

Anita Cottom, the daughter of Rev. Anna Cottom, (serving at
Christiana UMC), passed away on Sunday April 9, 2017 in
Mexico.

Annual Conference
Brandon Michael Zolnowski

Down to the River to Pray

Son of Michael and Michelle Zolnowski.

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference will celebrate
their annual conference at The Chase Center on the
Riverfront in Wilmington, Delaware on May 22-24,

Baptism Date: March 26, 2017
Carter James Wang

2017. The Theme will be: Down to the River to

Son of James and Rebekah Wang.

Pray

Baptism Date: March 26, 2017

New Member Orientation
Join me for New Member Orientation Class
on Saturday April 29, 2017 or Saturday,
August 26, 2017 from 9 a.m.-12 noon.
Whether you’re ready to join right now or if
you’re unsure about membership and have
questions, I’d love to talk with you. Please
get in touch with me so that I can answer
your questions, give you a tour of the church,
and/or introduce you to more folks in our
congregation. I’m looking forward to hearing
from you!
---Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator
newmembers@aldersgatede.org.

Share the Journey

May
Don and Shirley Rollins

May 2

64 years

Gary and Betty Lu Ireland

May 14 57 years

Joseph and Sheena Gladden

May 17 20 years

Brett and Melissa Landis

May 25 15 years

Robert and Mary Macklem

May 25 54 years

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would
like it to be included in the future, please contact Susan
Schranck 302-478-2575 ext. 117 or
Susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep our records up to
date.
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What’s Inside...
Dave Lockhart

Join the Aldersgate Chancel
Choir at the ball park! On
Wednesday, May 10, the
Chancel Choir will be singing
the National Anthem at the
Blue Rocks baseball
game. Game time is at 6:35
p.m. plaing against Potomac.
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