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Another Moment of Giving by God 
A friend of ours was walking down a deserted Mexican beach at sunset. As he walked along, he 
began to see another man in the distance. As he grew nearer, he noticed that the local native 
kept leaning down, picking something up and throwing it out into the water. Time and again he 
kept hurling things out into the ocean. As our friend approached even closer, he noticed that the 
man was picking up starfish that had been washed up on the beach and, one at a time, he was 
throwing them back into the water. Our friend was puzzled. He approached the man and said, 
"Good evening, friend. I was wondering what you are doing." 

''I'm throwing these starfish back into the ocean. You see, it's low tide right now and all of these 
starfish have been washed up onto the shore. If I don't throw them back into the sea, they'll die 
up here from lack of oxygen." 

"I understand;' my friend replied, "but there must be thousands of starfish on this beach. You 
can't possibly get to all of them. There are simply too many. 

And don't you realize this is probably happening on hundreds of beaches all up and down this 
coast. Can't you see that you can't possibly make a difference?" 

The local native smiled, bent down and picked up yet another starfish, and as he threw it back 
into the sea, he replied, "Made a difference to that one!" 

-From Chicken Soup for the Soul by Jack Canfield and Mark V Hansen 

This story reminds me of the love of Jesus. We’re those starfish in many ways, lost and dying on 
the beach of life. The big difference is that the starfish didn’t choose to be washed up on the 
beach but through our sin, we often do. God sent Jesus into the world and he’s on that beach 
amidst all of us starfish and he’s lovingly throwing us back into the ocean giving us a second (and 
third and fourth…) chance. He knows that if even one person accepts His love and salvation, it 
will have been worth whatever effort it took. The opportunity is available to all and what we do 
with those chances is entirely up to us.  

This month we celebrate Pentecost and this presents yet another moment of giving by God. Not 
only is Jesus’ love ever present but the equipping power of the Holy Spirit is, too. It’s really 
amazing to think of the lengths to which God goes to create relationship with and empower His 
creation. I pray that my time stranded on the beach lessens and my time swimming in the ocean 
increases. I pray that each of us accepts more and more the love that our Creator is imparting to 
us. 

  God bless each of you and Happy Pentecost! 

        Pastor Chris 
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Aldersgate UMM May Meeting 
Tuesday, May 17 at 11:45 a.m.                     

in Fellowship Hall   

The speaker for the United 
Methodist Men's May meeting is 

Tom Johns who is a volunteer at the Ronald McDonald 
House of Delaware. Tom is a DuPont retiree and has been 
volunteering for the last seven years. He greets families and 
gets them settled in their guest room during the child's 
treatment at Nemours/Alfred I DuPont Hospital for                     
children. 

Additional facts about the Ronald McDonald House of                  
Delaware. 

   * Opened on June 7, 1991 and will be celebrating 25 years 
next month. 

   * Nearly 42,000 families have stayed in the House. 

   * There are 50 guest rooms. A $15 donation per night, 
however, no family has ever been turned away. 

   * 415 volunteers (adults and teens) support the House and 
special events. 

Guests are welcome to attend any UMM meetings. If you 
are not on the contact list, please sign up in the Hub and 
indicate your choice of sub (turkey, roast beef, Italian or 
ham.)  

If you have questions, please contact one of the UMM                            
coordinators, Bob Hawkins, Bob Bodwell or George                         
McKeown at UMM@aldersgatede.org  

A Service Opportunity for Aldersgaters & Friends 
Emmanuel Dining Room (EDR) 

By Don & Linda Moore, EDR Coordinators 
 
EDR, founded in 1979 with three locations in Wilmington, helps 
alleviate hunger by providing a nutritious meal for the needy.  
Approximately 100 churches, synagogues, businesses and civic 
groups contribute their time and money by purchasing, preparing 
and serving noon meals on a rotating basis.  
 
For over 26 years Aldersgate has been preparing the noon meal 
at EDR West, North Jackson Street on the 16th of every month!  
Every day of the year, about 200 guests of EDR are seated in a 
clean, cheerful dining room and served a nutritious meal in      
restaurant fashion. All who come are warmly welcomed. 
 
Hundreds of Aldersgaters have participated. Most of Aldersgate’s 
organizations have hosted one or two months every year. This 
year a person that has attended our services saw a similar notice 
called and volunteer. Janet Hughes helped dish up for the first 
time in February and has now volunteered to get her friends to 
handle May. Thanks Janet!!!   
 
Participation is very simple. The “team for the month” selects a 
dinner from several menus; with meat, vegetable and fruit                             
pre-ordered from a large market like Shop Rite. On the 16th the 
team picks up food from the grocery store at 9 a.m. and takes to 
EDR where their staff will unload into the kitchen.  
 
The team helps the EDR chef prepare, cook and set up the                 
kitchen for filling plates. Other organizations provide the servers 
and clean-up crew.  At noon, just prior to opening the front door, 
all staff, servers, preparers and helpers form a large circle and a 
blessing is offered. The Aldersgate team will fill about 200 plates 
between noon and 1 p.m. when the front door closes. At that 
time you may stay and eat a meal or depart. Each team that     
participates enjoys the special feeling of helping people in need. 
 
If you and several friends or family would like to serve on the 16th 
of a month just call Don Moore at 302-235-8554 or email                     
Lndmoore@comcast.net. What a great way to introduce                        
potential new member to Aldersgate! It is a very rewarding three 
hours of your time and something you will want to do again!!!  
 
Now the good news, each month this year is covered except July 
and August. Sign up soon, as we also need a team for January 
and you can get 2017 started on the right foot! Take a shot at 
this and you will be glad you did. Just give me a call. THANKS! 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee Announcements                  
By Mike Houser, Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

 
Staff Parish Relations Committee is very pleased to                         
announce the acceptance of David Lockart and Kurt Collins 
as the Director of Traditional Music and the Assistant                     
Director of Traditional Music/Organist, respectively. Both 
gentlemen have served well in interim positions following 
the passing of Jeffrey Manns last year. 
 

David brings a strong musical background and leadership 
consistent with the longtime reputation of Aldersgate's                   
music history. Kurt has demonstrated his musical talent and 
creativity as Organist. The Church looks forward to the               
stability both will contribute to its Music Program on a long 
term basis. Please take some time to congratulate and                   
encourage David and Kurt. 
 

Concurrently, AUMC will be seeking to fill the positions of 
Director of Contemporary Music and Audio/Visual                          
Coordinator. The A/V Coordinator position was most                   
recently held by Rebecca Manns, however, effective May 1 
Rebecca resigned and will be returning home to Indiana in 
June. Please wish Rebecca and the Mann’s girls Godspeed in 
their move. 

mailto:UMM@aldersgatede.org
mailto:Lndmoore@comcast.net
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Clarifying Roles & Responsibilities of the Church Business Administrator & Volunteer Church Treasurer                                                                                                                             
By Royal Lowthert, Church Business Administrator & John Prince, Volunteer Treasurer 

We would like to clarify and differentiate the roles and responsibilities of the Church Business Administrator, Royal Lowthert, and 
the Church Treasurer, John Prince, a volunteer who typically works Mondays and Tuesdays. Royal is a fulltime paid employee.  

Royal and John are ex-officio (non-voting) members of the Finance Committee and Planned Giving and Memorials Committee.                
Royal is also an ex-officio (non-voting) member of the Board of Trustees. Both are capable of handling each other’s tasks in times of 
vacation and/or illness. If you have questions for either John or Royal, please do not hesitate to contact us via phone, email or                       
hand-written message. 

John Prince, Church Treasurer                        
John.prince@aldersgatede.org                                                                     

302-478-2575 Ext. 111—Mailbox #10 

 Records Sunday collections and tax deductible gifts (i.e. 
flowers, mission donations, etc.) on contribution                     
statements.  

 Transmits direct deposit paychecks to the bank and also 
pays payroll taxes to the appropriate state and federal 
agencies.  

 Maintains the list of members who have chosen                    
automatic deposit and initiates those on the 1st and 15th 
of each month via the bank. 

 Prepares all financial reports for various committees—
monthly, quarterly and annually.  

 Maintains all investment accounts as directed by either 
the Finance Committee or Planned Giving & Memorials 
Committee. 

 Sends our apportionment checks to the Conference Office 
each month. 

 Administers the Columbarium. 

 Provides IT support and keeps computers & networks 
(including WIFI) up and running. 

 Edits and posts the video for the 11 a.m. Traditional             
worship service to the church website and maintains              
content displayed on the TV at the glass door entrance. 

Royal Lowthert, Church Business Administrator                                   
Royal.lowthert@aldersgatede.org                                                                 

302-478-2575 Ext. 114—Mailbox #4 

 Receives all other donations, cash & checks, and records 
them in the accounting software, then directs them to the 
appropriate bank accounts.  

 Prepares semi-monthly payroll and issues checks for those              
requesting paper checks (not many).  

 Submits quarterly reports to the IRS and prepares the W-2 
forms for employees and 1099 forms for contractors at 
year end. 

 Maintains the hallway monitor slides and the messages on 
the LED sign in front of the church. 

 Schedules use of the building.  

 Purchases most materials needed for operations,                          
including Bible study materials and food and drink for the 
fellowship hour. 

 Supervises the custodial and maintenance staff.  

 Responsible for maintaining the building and grounds. 

 Effective May 1, handles requests for Audio/Visual support 
until the A/V Coordinator position is filled. 

 Fills whatever other gaps occur! 

Become a member of Aldersgate UMC!                                                                          
By Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator 

Our next installation of new members is scheduled for Sunday, May 15th. Whether 

you’re ready to join right now or thinking about joining in the future, I’d love to talk 

with you.  

Please get in touch with me so I can answer your questions, give you a tour of the 

church, and/or introduce you to more folks in our congregation. I’m looking                

forward to hearing from you!  Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator contact 

information: cmmerritt@outlook.com or 302-528-1255.   

 

From the Janesville WI Woman's Club newsletter circa 2000: 

We could learn a lot from crayons: Some are sharp, some are pretty, some are full, some have weird names, and all are                   
different colors ------ but they all have to learn to live in the same box.                                      (Thanks to Nancy Hough!) 

God is Good—All the time! 

mailto:John.prince@aldersgatede.org
mailto:Royal.lowthert@aldersgatede.org
mailto:cmmerritt@outlook.com
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Greetings from your Finance Committee Chair!                                                                                                                                            

By Dorothy Whiteman, Finance Committee Chair  

Happy Spring, from the Finance Committee Chair. I must admit it is my favorite season, and the 

tulips are fabulous this year. There is much to be grateful for this month. Our Rummage Sale       

yielded more than $21,000 . The Rummage Sale committee has requested that a portion of those 

funds be allocated to outreach, specifically Family Promise, and the majority be available to support capital improvements to our 

church. Thank you to those who worked to ensure another very successful Rummage Sale for the community and Aldersgate.  

We had a special meeting on Sunday April 17 to vote on the sale of the parsonages and approve the establishment of the housing 

allowance for Pastor Chris. We had strong turnout for such a beautiful Sunday afternoon, with about 114 attendees. Thank you for 

taking the time to be active in your congregation. Both motions were passed by an overwhelming majority of those in attendance. 

As was explained very clearly by our trustees and SPRC leads, we expect this will be mutually beneficial to both Pastor Chris and 

future pastors as well for the financial health of the church. There was a question during the meeting about the short-term impact 

of the sale on our 2016 budget. I want to assure you that we will work closely with the Trustees, SPRC and PG&M to ensure our 

2016 budget for other areas is not negatively impacted by this change. 

As was noted in February, we remain behind budgeted levels on a historic basis for this time of the year. Typically we have received 

about 25% of our annually budgeted contributions through March, this year we’re at $164,000 of $208,000 budgeted, or 20% of 

the annual figure. Our expenses remain on track at $287,000, on budget through March. Net income is therefore $23,000 behind 

budget. Advance payments from the preschool are keeping our cash position stable, but we hope to see contributions rebound 

before the summer months. 

Aldersgate: Open Hearts—Open Minds—Open Doors 

Green Your Clean                                                                                                                                                         

By Susan Schrank, Caring for Creation Team Member 

 

The cost of commercial, chemical-based cleaning products for your home can be high, including                        

long-term health concerns for the family and environmental pollution caused by their manufacture and 

disposal. According to the U.S. National Center for Health Statistics, 1 in 3 people suffer from allergies, 

asthma, sinusitis or bronchitis. Treatment for these conditions includes reducing synthetic chemicals in the home environment. 

 

For many home cleaning chores, you can make your own cleaning products which can be safely used in place of commercial                    

products. Be sure to keep all home-made formulas well-labeled and out of reach of small children. Some examples are below: 

 All-purpose cleaner: Mix 1/2 cup vinegar and 1/4 cup baking soda into a 1/2 gallon of water. Use for stains on shower stall        

panels, chrome fixtures, windows and mirrors. 

 Bathroom mold: Mix 1 part hydrogen peroxide (3%) with 2 parts water in a spray bottle. Wait 1 hour before rinsing. 

 Chopping block cleaner: Rub a slice of lemon across the chopping block to disinfect the surface. For tougher stains, squeeze 

some lemon juice onto the spot and let it sit for 10 minutes, then wipe clean. 

 Spot cleaner: Clean many ink spots, pencil, crayon and maker spots from painted surfaces using baking soda applied to a damp 

sponge. Rub gently, then wipe and rinse. 

 

These inexpensive natural alternatives can be safely used and are environmentally responsible alternatives. 

  www.aldersgatede5k.org 
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Aldersgate UMC is A Caring Community 

 Intentionally ministering to persons with                 

mental illness and their families. 

GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

 

 

DivorceCare at Aldersgate                                                                          
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Library                                                                                      

Contact Randy Husbands, at 302-383-0230 for more info.   

Going Green Reminder       

To change your newsletter distribution method or be dropped 

from distribution, paper or electronic, please call the church              

office at 302-478-2575 or email                                                                   

messenger@aldersgatede.org. 

Reconciling Congregation News                                                        

By Betsy Diemer 

A Reconciling Congregation is one that seeks to make everyone 

welcome regardless of race, ethnicity, social status, age,                      

gender or sexual orientation. This is, in fact, what is written in 

Aldersgate’s Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors Resolution 

that was approved in 2006. A Reconciling Congregation offers a 

welcome purposefully to LGBT people in particular, because 

this is one group, the only group, that is expressly made to feel 

unwelcome with the UMC.  

An Aldersgate interest group met in April and discussed what 

we could do. The good news is that General Conference and 

our Annual Conference both may be addressing reconciliation 

concerns in the next two months. While we wait to see what 

happens in these meetings, we want to encourage you to join 

us in praying for good outcomes. If you want to learn more 

please go to http://www.rmnetwork.org There you will find 

lots of information and be able to become a Reconciling United 

Methodist yourself! We will schedule another meeting once 

we have results from the conferences. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. You may contact 

Betsy at betsydiemer@comcast.net. 

Legacy Giving to Aldersgate 
Al Moore, PG&M Chair 

 
Many of us older members have 
supported Aldersgate by regular 
giving to the annual budget 
(Operating Fund) to cover costs of current programs and            
operations. We have made special gifts for capital                         
improvements and major new programs. We should also             
consider legacy gifts from our estates for ongoing support to 
Aldersgate after our passing. The Aldersgate Endowment Fund 
provides one way to assure that the principal value of our gifts 
will be maintained over time, with income used to support and 
perpetuate Aldersgate’s mission. The Planned Giving &               
Memorials Committee (PG&M) manages the Endowment Fund 
for preservation of original gifts, capital appreciation, and  
income production. Only income is used to support programs 
and projects not fully funded through annual giving to the      
Operating Fund. 
 
Estate sharing may be accomplished in a number of ways,             
including direct bequests in a will; transfer of assets such as 
stocks, bonds, real estate, or retirement account; charitable 
remainder trust (several types available); or life insurance. 
Consultation with a lawyer is necessary for several of these 
options. The Endowment Fund of Aldersgate UMC should be 
designated as recipient of the gift to assure the ongoing               
support of the church described above. Use of gifts to                  
Aldersgate UMC only will be decided upon by the Bequest 
Committee, which often designates some or all of gifts to   
short-term projects or programs rather than the Endowment 
Fund. 
 
Bequest Committee action on a recent bequest to Aldersgate 
UMC resulted in placement of 80% of the gift in a designated 
endowment within the Endowment Fund, with the remainder 
going to the Trustees’ Capital Reserve Fund for near-term          
special projects. Of a $25,000 bequest from the estate of              
Evelyn Burkle, $20,000 was placed in the existing Health               
Ministries Endowment, set up in 2013 from a bequest from 
the estate of Olive Cook to the Aldersgate Endowment Fund. 
Income from this endowment supports the work of Rev. Anna 
Cottom, Minister of Homebound Pastoral Care. A 2013                   
bequest of $29,214 from the James T. and Jean P. Corle                   
Charitable Remainder Unitrust (Wesley Seminary Foundation) 
went to the Endowment Fund as designated. Other bequests 
in the last three years did not designate a particular Aldersgate 
fund. These were allocated by the Bequest Committee to 
funds allowing both principal and earnings to be spent. 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org
mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years.  While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all.  Congratulations!   
 
Don & Shirley Rollins  May 2               63 years 

Bill & Pat Culliton   May 4               15 years 

Ed & Sharon Owens  May 4               25 years 

Sterling & Doris Pomeroy  May 7               61 years 

John & Helen Ciach  May 10             52 years 

David & Jodi Zarilli  May 11             20 years 

Gary & Betty Lu Ireland  May 14             56 years 

Jason & Randi Jowers  May 19             10 years 

Bob & Mary Macklem  May 25             53 years  
 
If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Betty Moore 
(302-478-2575 ext. 117) or betty.moore@aldersgatede.org.                                                                   

All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

What is Pentecost?                                                                             
From www.umc.org 

One of the principal days of the Christian year, celebrated on the 
fiftieth day after Easter. The Greek word pentecoste means 
"fiftieth day." Pentecost is the day on which the Christian church 
commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles 
and others assembled in Jerusalem. It marks the beginning of the 
Christian church and the proclamation of its message throughout 
the world and is often referred to as the birthday of the church. 
The liturgical color for Pentecost is red. Traditionally, Pentecost 
has been a day for baptisms. Because it was the custom in the 
early church for persons being baptized to wear white robes or 
clothing, the day also became known as Whitsunday, a                     
contraction of white Sunday.  

Next SUP—Monday, May 23  

from 5 to 7 p.m.                                

Focusing on Camp Pecometh 

The month of May brings a special 

event in the life of Methodist churches around the world. Every 

four years General Conference is held with representatives from 

all jurisdictions.  

This year General Conference takes place in Portland, Oregon 

from May 10 – 20. Important issues, including restructuring the 

arrangement of conferences and jurisdictions, will be decided. 

We all have been called to pray for our representatives to this 

conference and for the decisions they will be making on our   

behalf. Please mark your calendars and pray during those ten 

days that the results of this intense time will enable us all to do 

Christ’s work in the world. For more information on General 

Conference, go to  http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/gc2016-

how-general-conference-works). 

We want to thank you for your support of our confirmands at 

the April SUP and hope you will join us in welcoming them as 

members on Sunday, May 15. The next SUP will be held on   

Monday, May 23, and will focus on Camp Pecometh. More                     

information regarding this meal will be found in the worship 

folder soon.  

Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can 

bring them to SUP, share them on the pew cards during worship 

at all services, or send a message to Pastor Don or one of us.  

Hope to see you on Sunday, and join you for SUP on 

Monday, May 23! 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 
Frances Swet  March 21 

Carol Storr                  April 4 

Gloria Currie               April 11 

Douglas McGregor     April 14 

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!y+z+J2rBG0-7NjfLOx9ffWqOVnbBVOdNwPB6rI3meyH9xHVdp6KAYCrOZKDoyiLZ0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!y+z+J2rBG0-7NjfLOx9ffWqOVnbBVOdNwPB6rI3meyH9xHVdp6KAYCrOZKDoyiLZ0
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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UMW Diaper Drive 
By Stacie DiGiacoma 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the UMW Diaper Drive. Together we collected 
5,108 diapers and 106 containers of wipes. Donations were given to support the families of 
Southbridge Neighborhood House. When we all do a little we can accomplish a lot! 

 

 

Arts at Aldersgate Events 

 Cathedral Choir School of Delaware’s Organist Robert Dicks  

Friday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m.  

The Cathedral Choir School of Delaware's Organist, Robert Dicks, will be presenting an organ recital at 
Aldersgate on our 4 manual 100 ranked Cornel Zimmer organ. Free admission with a free will offering.  

 Church Choir Festival 

Sunday, May 22 at 6:45 p.m. 

Aldersgate UMC is hosting the first Delaware CHURCH CHOIR FESTIVAL! If you love choral music, this is 
an event you will want to attend. Choir members from churches throughout Delaware will join forces 
to form a choir of 130 singers to perform 9 anthems from throughout the church year - including                    
anthems for Pentecost, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and Easter, plus a new Benediction                
composed especially for this festival by David Lockart.   

Where: Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

When: Sunday, May 22 - pre-service music will begin at 6:45 p.m. 

Cost: A free-will offering will be taken 

Who will be performing? 

Hope you can make it! Come celebrate Music In Worship!    

Chancel Choir Director, David Lockart (dlockart@comcast.net). 

The St. Paul’s UMC JuBellation Handbell Choir 

Adult Choirs from the following Churches: 

    Aldersgate United Methodist Church  

    St. John the Apostle Catholic Church of Milford 

    Hockessin United Methodist Church 

    St. Peter’s Episcopal Church of Lewes 

    St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

    Newark United Methodist Church 

Aldersgate has covered a lot of bottoms! 

mailto:dlockart@comcast.net
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THANK YOU SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

We are so appreciative of our most AWESOME SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS! Please be sure to 
thank your volunteer Sunday School teachers in your own special way on the last class day, 
May 22 (or before!) with a handwritten card, flowers, candy, extra hugs!  We could not have a 
such a faith-filled Sunday School program at Aldersgate Church without them! 

The last Sunday School class will be May 22 at 10 a.m. We will be gearing up for Rally Day &  Picnic on September 11 and the first 
day of Sunday School on September 18—Be sure to mark your calendars! 

Vacation Bible School!                                                                                                                                       
June 20 – June 24 from 9 a.m. to Noon                                                                                                                  

Special program with Lunch on Friday, June 24 at 11 a.m. 

CAVE QUEST - Join us for Music, Deep Bible Quest, KidVid Cinema, Imagination Station, Cavern 
Cafe, Daily Bible Buddies, Spelunker Sports & Games. Register children ages 3 to 12 NOW!  
Ssuggested donation $20/family (Checks payable to Aldersgate Church) and includes a music CD. 
Any type of help is greatly appreciated. Please consider which days of the week you can help for 
an awesome VBS experience for the children!                                                                                                            

Register at www.aldersgatede.org or contact Sharon Jennelly at Sharon.jenelly@aldersgatede.org or 302-478-6268 ext. 118. 
 

I would like to help BEFORE VBS by:  

I would like to help DURING VBS by:  (Using provided books and materials)     

Christian Summer Day Camp 2016  

July 18-22 & July 25-29, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Sponsored by Aldersgate and St. Paul’s United Methodist Churches. Christian Summer Day 
Camp will be a unique experience for children ages 4-12 years old.  

Location: St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 1314 Foulk Road, Wilmington, DE 19803 (302) 478-3135 

Registration: Early bird discount $115 per week per child. After April  30 registration is  $125 per week per child. Camp scholarships 
are available. Extended care is available from 8 to 9 a.m. and/or from 4 to 6 p.m. for $5 per hour per child. 

Join us for Bible fun, crafts, singing, dancing, games, drama, outdoor activities and field trips. The vision of camp is: 

 to provide a safe, nurturing atmosphere for children to explore the love of Jesus Christ. 

 to build self-esteem and nurture a feeling of respect and concern for others and the world. 

Complete and send in Registration Form 2016 with payment by April 30. www.aldersgatede.org  Contact Sharon Jennelly, Director 
of Children’s Ministry, for more information at 302) 478-2575., Ext.118 or email sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org 

Praying for VBS  *  Helping with Pre-registration  *  Decorating  *  Recruiting volunteers  * Gathering supplies  *  Coordinating Youth helpers 

Preschool Leader or Assistant: Prepare and lead/help the class. 

Bible Storyteller: Dress up and involve the children in the story. 

Imagination Station Leader: Collect supplies, prepare experiments, and 
work with kids. 

Music Leader: Co-lead singing and movement station, and help with 
music in daily opening and closing. 

Snack Leader: Plan, prepare, and serve snacks.  

Recreation Leader: Prepare games and lead children in playing games. 

Group Leader: (Needs to be a youth or an adult) Lead a group of               
children from station to station, stay with group during opening and 
closing times, at dismissal, and release child to parent/guardian. 

Photographer: Take pictures, download on laptop or print for boards 
and show them at the end of each day. 

Assembly Leader: Prepare and Co-lead the opening and closing                   
assembly for each day. 

Youth Assistant: Stay with the children and help in assigned area. 

Nursery Assistant: Help in the nursery with children from infants to 2 
years old. 

Coordinate Friday’s Lunch: Help plan, prepare and or cleanup the lunch 
after Friday’s program. 

Registrar: Help with first day registration and guide children to their 
groups. 

I’m willing to help wherever I’m needed! Monday    ____  Tuesday    ____   Wednesday    ____   Thursday    ____   Friday        

http://www.aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Register until May 10 at www.fusionracetiming.com 
 

Lots of fun for families and plenty of volunteer opportunities 
 

Your participation gives you access to the park all day 
 

Thanks to our Presenting Sponsors: 

 Long & Foster Real Estate, Greenville 

Wilming- ton 

Universi- ty 

The Mary Campbell Center 5K ROLL STROLL & RUN 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 14—8 AM REGISTER—9 AM START 

BELLEVUE STATE PARK 

Mrs. Mildred Lightcap will be retiring from teaching at 
the end of May 2016. Our beloved “Miss Millie” has been 
teaching at Aldersgate Preschool for 10 years as the most 
dedicated and caring 18 month old assistant teacher and  
also a teacher of the Lunch Bunch program. We have 
been so blessed with her amazing heart and years of           

experience! As we all know, every day Millie is ready to share her love with the children as well with all the 
families and the other teachers. She is caring, energetic, positive, and very enthusiastic in everything she 
does. Millie arrives early to be sure everything is setup and cleaned just right. We are so thankful that Miss 
Millie will be substituting at Aldersgate Preschool the next preschool year! 

We are asking each child at Aldersgate and former preschool children and families to write, color, or design something special no 
bigger than letter size paper (8 ½” X 11”) about how much you love Miss Millie. You may include photographs or the children’s      
drawings, be creative and have fun with it! You may also send an email attachment to sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org to be              
included in the memory book. We will be collecting the pages until May 20th to be bound together. We will be presenting the                  
surprise memory book to Miss Millie at the end-of the-preschool-year picnic on Friday, May 27, 9 to 11 a.m. at Woodley Park,                             
Mt. Lebanon Road. If inclement weather, fellowship hall. 

Please pass along this message to anyone who had Miss Millie as their teacher or has taught with her at Aldersgate Preschool.  

Please contact Sharon for details if you are interested in caring for our preschool children as an assistant part-time 
preschool teacher or substitute. 

Rummage Sale Thanks! 

You did it again and what an amazing event it was! Through your                    

generous donations of goods, time and talents we blessed the                       

community with great deals, which they’ve come to expect and we 

made something out of nothing—in fact, we made more than  

$21,000!  

Family Promise of NCCo will receive 20% of the 

net proceeds and the balance will replenish the 

Capital Reserve Fund so we can attack the pro-

ject list around the building! 

Mark your calendars for next year’s sale on 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  

Due to a variety of reasons, we’re losing the majority 

of our garage storage space that we’ve used for the 

last few years. If you have a garage that you’re not 

fully using, please contact Don Moore to offer up as 

little as 1/2 of a single car garage so we can store 

items we pick up all year that have made a huge     

difference in the profitability of our sales.  

There MAY even be a tax advantage for you!  

Don’s contact information is 302-235-8554 or                 

Lndmoore@comcast.net. 

http://www.fusionracetiming.com
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:Lndmoore@comcast.net
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Trustees Update                                                                                                                                                            

By Bob Reis, Communications for Board of Trustees 

Our building challenges are ever-present and with good planning and much-appreciated funding 

the projects continue. With all of that, we are well within budget year-to-date and have the ability 

to continue current projects including replacing windows in the office wing and the planned re-

stroom renovation this summer.   

As you may know, we, as a congregation, have overwhelmingly voted to sell the two houses we 

own and provide Pastor Chris with a housing allowance. Trustees are in the process of making repairs necessary to make the                

properties ready to go on the market this summer. These decisions work best for all of us and will provide some needed flexibility. 

First, we will ensure that funds are available for the future to support the housing allowance and can then devote income from the 

investment to improve our building as is appropriate. We no longer have to be residential property managers, which is not our 

expertise! Pastor Chris and his family have flexibility to develop a living space unique to and owned by them and to increase equity. 

PG&M will handle the invested funds in a special account. SPRC will administer the allowance within their researched guidelines. 

Trustees will focus on church building needs and improvements as they arise and can be funded.    

Our Grounds Committee is planning another “mulch and spruce up” event, minus the blue spruce that was in front of the church. 

Unfortunately, we lost the spruce and will be finding a different use for that space. Look for the special invitations to bring a rake 

and join the effort.   

While our planning and budgeting tries to identify and fill needs we see, there are times when special needs come up and funding 

is needed on a priority basis. At these times, Aldersgaters respond. It’s natural to want to see what we give go to something we can 

recognize. We all know the electricity bill needs to be paid, but once the check is signed, the satisfaction evaporates. We have 

done it informally in the past, but see a need to publish unique giving opportunities that can make a difference. These needs           

usually arise once identified by a ministry and we agree that the project should be funded but are unable to do so immediately.    

So, if you see a need, let Royal or a Trustee know. We will see what we can do.    

Members of the Board of Trustees are: Don Moore, President, Jay Doughty, Dave Dunbar, Jonathan Dyke, Becki Hayman,                       

Rex Palmer, Susan Reader, Bob Reis, Jane Smith, and Royal Lowthert, ex-officio. 

This month’s special opportunity:    

One of Aldersgate’s hallmark ministries is GriefShare. The ministry provides a great service for those feeling alone and wanting to 

have the company of others when a loss has occurred. It fills a growing need, and gives us another quality connection to the North 

Wilmington community. GriefShare meets in Room 236, a space that has not been updated in a few decades and could use better                

furnishings, paint, carpeting and a warmer and more welcoming feeling. Committed souls have stepped up and a fund has been 

started. Pat Culliton and Brian Merritt are co-chairs of the project. You can also see Royal or Don Moore for more details or to join 

the effort. 

Sunday School News 

Sunday, May 15 is Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday with 1 worship service at 10 a.m., during the time we 
would normally have Sunday School.  

We are offering FAMILY SERVICE PROJECTS from 9 to 9:50 a.m. in Room 137 for everyone’s ability level! You 
can: 

 assemble Exam Study Bags for The UD Wesley Foundation,  

 make cards for homebound members of our church,  

 and much more!!!  

Please look for a sign up genius to register or email Stacie DiGiacoma at staciedigiacoma@msn.com 

mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
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For more information, see Judy Morton, Brian Merritt, Jessica Fresconi or Nancy Hough. 
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Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Service Opportunity (EDR) 2 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee Announcements 2 

UMM May Meeting 2 

Clarifying Roles & Responsibilities  3 

Become a Member of AUMC 3 

Green Your Clean 4 

Finance Update 4 

Reconciling Congregation News 5 

Legacy Giving to Aldersgate 5 

Church News 6 

Next SUP—Monday, May 23 6 

UMW Diaper Drive 7 

Arts at Aldersgate Events 7 

Thank You Sunday School Teachers Plus 8 

Preschool News  9 

Rummage Sale Thanks! & We Need Your Help 9 

Trustees Update 10 

Sunday School News 10 

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community June 4 11 

Let It Shine on Wilmington 5K 12 

What’s Inside...What’s Inside...What’s Inside...   
Come be an                            

“EVERYDAY HERO” 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS 

NOW OPEN! 

www.aldersgatede5K.org 

JOIN US! 

 

Friday, May 6, 2016 

Bib Pick up & Race Day Registration opens 5:30 P.M.  

5K start time 7 P.M. 

POST RACE GLOW PARTY! 

Keep your light shining, and cape flapping while dancing, noshing 

and being awarded! 

You can be a HERO for Wilmington! 

Event proceeds help benefit local Christian-based non-profit                            

organizations supported by the Aldersgate U.M.C. Missions Team 


