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Listening to God this Lent 
  
A young man had been to Wednesday Night Bible Study. The Pastor had shared about listening to God and  
obeying the Lord's voice. The young man couldn't help but wonder, “Does God still speak to people?” After the 
study, he went out with some friends for coffee and pie and they discussed the message. Several different people 
talked about how God had led them in different ways. It was about ten o'clock that evening when the young man 
started driving home. Sitting in his car, he just began to pray, “God...If you still speak to people, speak to me and I 
will listen. I will do my best to obey.” As he drove down the main street of his town, he had the strangest thought 
to stop and buy a gallon of milk. He shook his head and said out loud, “God is that you?” He didn't get a reply and 
started on toward home. But again, the thought, buy a gallon of milk. The young man thought about Samuel and 
how he didn't recognize the voice of God, and how little Samuel ran to Eli. “Okay, God, in case that is you, I will 
buy the milk.” It didn't seem like too hard a test of obedience. He could always use the milk. He stopped and  
purchased the gallon of milk and started off toward home. As he passed Seventh Street, he again felt the urge, 
“Turn Down that street.” This is crazy he thought, and drove on past the intersection. Again, he felt that he 
should turn down Seventh Street. At the next intersection, he turned back and headed down Seventh. Half  
jokingly, he said out loud, “Okay, God, I will.” He drove several blocks, when suddenly, he felt like he should stop. 
He pulled over to the curb and looked around. He was in a semi-commercial area of town. It wasn't the best but it 
wasn't the worst of neighborhoods either. The businesses were closed and most of the houses looked dark like 
the people were already in bed. Again, he sensed something, “Go and give the milk to the people in the house 
across the street.” The young man looked at the house. It was dark and it looked like the people were either gone 
or they were already asleep. He started to open the car door and then sat back in the car seat. “Lord, this is  
insane. Those people are asleep and if I wake them up, they are going to be mad and I will look stupid.” Again, he 
felt like he should go and give the milk. Finally, he opened the car door, “Okay God, if this is you, I will go to the 
door and I will give them the milk. If you want me to look like a crazy person, okay. I want to be obedient. I guess 
that will count for something, but if they don't answer right away, I am out of here.” He walked across the street 
and rang the bell. He could hear some noise inside. A man's voice yelled out, “Who is it? What do you want?” 
Then the door opened before the young man could get away. The man was standing there in his jeans and  
T-shirt. He looked like he just got out of bed. He had a strange look on his face and he didn't seem too happy to 
have some stranger standing on his doorstep. “What is it?” The young man thrust out the gallon of milk, “Here, I 
brought this to you.” The man took the milk and rushed down a hallway. Then from down the hall came a woman 
carrying the milk toward the kitchen. The man was following her holding a baby who was crying. The man had 
tears streaming down his face. The man began speaking and half crying, “We were just praying. We had some big 
bills this month and we ran out of money. We didn't have any milk for our baby. I was just praying and asking God 
to show me how to get some milk.” His wife in the kitchen yelled out, “I asked him to send an Angel with some. 
Are you an Angel?” The young man reached into his wallet and pulled out all the money he had on him and put in 
the man's hand. He turned and walked back toward his car and the tears were streaming down his face. He knew 
that God still answers prayers. 
 
Sometimes it's the simplest things that God asks us to do that cause us, if we are obedient to what He's asking, to 
be able to hear His voice more clearly than ever. Please listen, and obey! It will bless you (and the world).  
Phil 4:13. 

 
Grace and peace! 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 

 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

Lent has arrived.  

By the time this article is published, some events will have already taken place, but certainly the month of March will 
be jam packed with Lenten activities. We will have already filled ourselves with the Pancake Supper supporting our 
mission trip: Thanks to everyone who came out! The Ash Wednesday service was wonderful too.  

During Lent tradition dictates that we give up or sacrifice something in recognition of Christ’s time in the desert before 
he was crucified. Many people give up coffee, chocolate, other specific foods, etc. This year I decided to look at the 
“giving up” tradition in a different way. Instead of giving up something like cookies, I am looking to give up being less 
understanding and even judgmental of others and, instead, showing grace and compassion. That is a difficult thing to 
“give up” as it is so easy to judge others when you compare them to a certain standard, but you don’t know the  
back-story or situation of others.  

The Bible teaches us that everything we have from God is given because of God's great love for us. "You are saved by 
God's grace because of your faith," Ephesians 2 reads. "This salvation is God's gift. It's not something you possessed. 
It's not something you did that you can be proud of" (Ephesians 2:8-9 CEB). 

May God’s grace be with all of you during this Lenten Season. 
 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

Blessings to all.  

                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When: Sunday, March 26 @ 2 p.m.* 
 Where: Aldersgate Sanctuary 

Who:  ALL AGES! 

Join us as we celebrate more than a decade of Aldersgate Youth Players performances, and Sing-Along with 

many of your favorite songs from the shows!  

*A reception will immediately follow in the Auditorium. 

Aldersgate Youth Players Sing-Along & Celebration 
Featuring songs from Aldersgate Youth Musicals 

 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Rummage Sale 2023 – Saturday, April 15 - 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

It’s time! 

1. To volunteer to help with the rummage sale if you haven’t already done so. See  
contact information below. There’s a lot of work to be done and plenty of fun to be 
had, so join us April 8th through 15th as we prepare for sale day! 

 
2. To assemble items you no longer need and pack them up for donation! Be sure they are clean and in good, 

saleable condition. We will gladly provide a tax receipt for you when you drop them off at the church on  
Saturday April 8th (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) or Monday and Tuesday April 10th & 11th between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m., or 
Wednesday, April 12th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please use the Rainbow Room ramp entrance across from  
Fairfax Shopping Center. 

Many thanks to the volunteers who have agreed to lead an event again this year and to those who stepped up 
to be an event lead for the first time. 

Contact a Rummage Sale Chair:  Stacie DiGiacoma (staciedigiacoma@msn.com, 302-598-5025), Nancy Hough 
(houghn1@hotmail.com, 302-762-5321) or Chris Burket (cburket@gmail.com) for more information. 

EVENT AREAS 

VINTAGE TREASURES /ANTIQUES—Mid-Century Modern, Clocks, Mirrors, “Odds & Ends” & Special decorative 

items, Paintings, Collectibles, China etc. 

UNIQUE BOUTIQUE—Jewelry, Fashion Accessories, Purses, Fine gifts, etc. 

UNIQUE TOO—Unique and “interesting” adult clothing. 

CHILDREN’S ITEMS —Toys, Clothing, Equipment, Books, Hobbies, etc. (no stuffed animals, toilet equipment, 

cribs, car seats, mattresses) 

HOLIDAY ITEMS – Decorations for all holidays accepted. 

SPORTING GOODS/TOOLS—Games, Equipment, etc. (no treadmills or steppers or other large items), all types of 

tools. 

BOOKS/DVDs/PUZZLES/GAMES/MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS —Movies, Games, Books (no encyclopedias or VCR 

tapes)  

HOUSEWARES/WHITE ELEPHANT/SMALL APPLIANCES/GARDEN—Kitchen items, Linens, Garden Supplies,  

Miscellaneous Treasures ready for a new home. All types of Small Appliances.  

ELECTRONICS – Small Electronics in working condition. (TVs – flat-screen only)  

SMALL FURNITURE/PICTURES/LAMPS/RUGS—In good condition: Chairs, Small Tables, Book Cases, Artwork, etc.  

(No large furniture, like sofas, that can’t be managed by one person; no mattresses. When in doubt, ask one of 

the leads.) 

BAKE SALE—Baked Goods - Breads, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, Tasty Snacks (donations to be made at announced 

times Friday and Saturday. See April Messenger.) 

BREAKFAST and LUNCH will be available for purchase. 

mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
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Building Bridges to the Community 

Emmanual Dining Room -EDR 

 

Reaching out to the community to prepare a meal at EDR is a wonderful way to build a bridge. 

We are so grateful that we had volunteers to cook in January and February and have people signed up for March, April, 
June and December.  Thank you !! 

Please consider helping with this ministry by preparing a meal once in 2023.  Directions are provided and  expenses will 
be reimbursed.  Invite friends and family to join you.  They do not have to be members of Aldersgate to participate. They 
do need to be 18 or older.  We cook on the 16th of the month 

God has blessed us so that we may be a blessing to others. 

If interested in helping contact Anne Murray at asmpelican@gmail.com 

Looking for more volunteer opportunities? 

These Community Organizations can use your help 

From the Go Team 

Hope Center  

Homeless Shelter in New Castle needs help with donations, watering plants, greeting visitors, handing out meal 

packs. Visit: newcastlede.gov/517/Volunteer-Opportunities or call 302-395-5632 for more information. Volunteers 

are always needed!!! 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

Seeking family support volunteers and assistants in the retail ReStore.  

Shifts Tuesday-Saturday between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. in Middletown and Wilmington 

Call 302-255-9878. 
 

Emmanuel Dining Room (Ministry of Caring) 

Help to serve a meal to those experiencing homelessness. To register to volunteer call 302-652-3228 or stop by at 

121 North Jackson Street, Wilmington. Aldersgate cooks a meal on the 16th of each month, but additional volunteers 

are needed daily on site, including weekends. 
 

Ronald McDonald House 

Weekend warriors needed! Our volunteer calendar needs some LOVE on Saturdays and Sundays. These shifts are our 

most difficult to fill and we are hoping that YOU, our generous community, can help us make the weekends relaxing 

and rejuvenating for our guest families. Interested in lending a hand? For more information, contact 302-255-9878. 

Volunteer at Aldersgate  - Schedule Liturgists 
Scheduling  the Liturgists  for the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services is a job that can be done from home. All that is required 

is the time to reach out to individuals via email to ask  if they can serve as a Liturgist and then letting Kyle Smith know 

who they will be each week.  DO NOT WANT TO MAKE A LONG TERM COMMITMENT? You can do it for a month or 2 

whatever works for you. Please contact Kathy Daum  at daumhf@comcast.net.   

mailto:asmpelican@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Henry/Downloads/newcastlede.gov/517/Volunteer-Opportunities
mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
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Welcome Spring on March 20 

 

Explores the world of Jean Valjean, Javert, Fantine, Marius and Cosette through the eyes of Christian 

Faith. Dive into the themes of grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love and hope in this six week Lenten 

Study. Please call the office to RSVP so we know how many books to order. 

Welcome Eileen Ruggiero  

to Aldersgate Staff 

 
If have noticed that the church is 

shining again, it is because we 

have and new weekday  

housekeeper.  Eileen joined the 

staff in February. If you see her 

working during the week, stop 

and say hello. We are so grateful 

that Eileen joined our staff. 
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Aldersgate Preschool is having an OPEN HOUSE and hosting a Touch-A-Truck event on Sunday, APRIL 

23, 3-5pm, it is a free family friendly event! Touch-A-Truck is looking for trucks, cars, boats, tractors, and 

rigs of every shape and size to help us bring children up close and personal with the machines that build 

their world and the men and women who serve and protect them. Touch-A-Truck offers exhibitors the 

opportunity to interact with parents, children, volunteers, and the community at large. 

 

Our goal is that children of all ages and families will receive an exceptional experience with vehicles of all 

types: construction, public service, emergency, utility, landscaping, transportation, delivery, and more. 

Children will interact with their favorite vehicles, learn about the importance of safety, and meet the men 

and women who serve and protect our community. 

Food Trucks will be on-site for your dining pleasure. 

 

For more information on becoming a Touch-A-Truck Exhibitor, please send an email 

to sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org 

In the event of inclement weather, Aldersgate Preschool will still hold their indoor OPEN House.  
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! + FRIDAY, MARCH 24 + 
  
We are so excited to have an Aldersgate Preschool  
Playground Fundraiser at Red Robin on Friday, March 
24, 4-8 p.m. 
 
The Aldersgate Preschool Art Show is 5PM-6:30PM the 
same night! 
  
Please SHARE and bring the flyer or you may show it on 

your phone, take out orders are welcome +1 (302)-478-

3484! Red Robin (Brandywine Town Center) will return 

15% of the receipts generated to Aldersgate Preschool! 

(FLYERS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALDERSGATE AT THE TOP OF 

THE GLASS DOORS) 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org


Share the Journey   7 March 2023 

 

LOVINGLY HANDMADE BY SARAH CIRCLE 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

May 17th 6-8 p.m. 

p.m. 
a.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 
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Henry Daum 



Share the Journey   9 March 2023 

 

 
Bruce and Liz Monroe   March 2  55 years 
James and Anne Lardear    March 14              31 years 
Frank and Amy Honisch      March 19              18 years 

Scott and Maria Phillips       March 20              24 years 
Kent and Karen Allaway      March 23              27 years 

Sara Schock and Bernard Lanoue  March 25            12 years 
Hal and Beverly Barker       March 30          38 years 

 

HOPP Food Box Distribution - Community Outreach Opportunity! 

The GO Team would like to invite you to be part of an outreach ministry that benefits those 
in our local community. Aldersgate UMC began participating in this free food box distribution 
ministry in May of 2022 and last month we gave out all of the 100 boxes that we signed up 
for! If there are extra boxes at the end of each distribution, one of our volunteers delivers 
them to a local food bank. Previous month’s extra boxes have gone to the Claymont  
Community Center. 

When:  Usually the last Friday afternoon of each month.  The date will be: 

  Friday, February 24th at 12:30 p.m. 

Where:  Aldersgate UMC parking lot.  Bring a bottle of water and dress warmly! 

Volunteers are needed each month to distribute free food boxes provided by the Longwood 
Foundation’s HOPP ministry to anyone in need in our community.  We gather in the  
Aldersgate parking lot at 12:15 p.m. to set up and get organized, and then distribute boxes from 
12:30 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed to hold up signs at the curb on 202, direct the 
flow of cars to our distribution point as they come in, and place boxes into cars (sometimes with 
“extra” items - this month we have signed up for blankets and hand sanitizer). This is a  

rewarding, hands-on ministry that directly serves our local community and also provides  
opportunity for fellowship. We enjoy each other’s company and have the chance to get to know each other a little bit 
better as we help our neighbors!  This is also a great way to invite others to get involved with Aldersgate who are interest-
ed in serving the community - so feel free to invite a friend!  The sign-up link for volunteers is below. 

Sign up at Feb Volunteer Sign Up Link or feel free to just come by at 12:15 pm to help.  All are welcome! 

Pack and Pray! 

Help is needed to pack up the boxes that are distributed at various churches throughout Delaware.  Community Days of  
Service are held at Asbury UMC in New Castle to box up supplies on the dates below (the Wednesdays before the food box 
distribution). No need to sign up, all help is appreciated! Volunteers will be working in 2 shifts:  

Wednesday, February 22nd - 9 a.m.-noon 

  Wednesday, February 22nd - noon-4p.m. 

Blessings - The GO Team 

February 19 
Sawyer Jean Hastings-Keys, 
Daughter of Kendra Hastings and Karen Keys  

 
 
 
Jacqulyn "Jackie" Sample     February 1, 2023 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ea4ae2ea57-january#/
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Happenings here at Aldersgate…. 

Chili & Chocolate (& Potato) Cook-off Social XI  
 

At the Chili & Chocolate (& Potato) Cook-off Social XI on Feb 4, attendees sampled 33 different entries made by our  
talented adults & kids.  Congratulations to all award winners.  Grand prize winners were:   
Chili - Katie Spangler (2 Way Chili);  
Chocolate - Sara McFarland (Chocolate Caramel Salted Cookies);  
Potato - David McFarland (Dark Russet Chips).   

Welcome to Our New Members - February 5, Contemporary Service 

Karen Keys and Kendra Hastings with 
Sawyer Jean Hastings-Keys  

Jaime Martin 
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders 2 

Aldersgate Youth Players Sing-Along 2 

Rummage Sale News 3  

Opportunities to Serve 4 

Ecumenical Lenten Series 5 

Aldersgate Children’s Ministry and Preschool 6 

United Women in Faith 7 

Youth and Young Adults 7 

Church Survey Results 8 

Life Celebrations  9 

HOPP Food Box Distribution  9 

Happenings in Pictures 10  

Easter Flower Order Form 11 

Worship Schedule 

Contemporary Service with Journey Band  in Sanctuary at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

Traditional Service  with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m. 

You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

Or YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

Upcoming Events 

 
Wednesday, March 1, First Session  Lenten Bible Study, 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 1, Ecumenical Lenten Service, 6 p.m. 

Friday, March 24, HOPP Food Box Distribution, 12:15 p.m. 
 

Sunday, March 26, Aldersgate Youth Players Sing-Along, 2 p.m. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

