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 Are You “Vanilla” or “Chocolate” - “Cilantro” or “Curry”? 
 
 
We had some snow this winter. Hip, Hip, Hooray! Hip, Hip, Hooray!! I know of a few people who 
have enjoyed this weather with me and I know of several who have felt this winter would never 
end. It always amazes me when I look at the people God has created and the vast difference of 
likes and dislikes that we exhibit. I often say, “That’s why they make vanilla and chocolate” in 
response to a weird look that I might receive concerning something that I find appealing. 
 
Just as our DNA structure is unique to each of us, so are our tastes. It would be pointless trying 
to convince your pastor to eat anything with cilantro in it. I just can’t stand that herb, yet I will 
happily eat food with curry. Most rap music is completely unappealing to me, however, I  
thoroughly enjoy listening to Mozart or Bach and I will admit that rock and roll is pretty high on 
my list. 
 
What things appear on your “likes” list and what things are put on your 
“dislikes” list? Have you ever wondered what things God or Jesus likes or 
dislikes? Have you ever tried to guess whether Jesus would have been a  
vanilla or chocolate lover if he had ice cream to eat? I don’t know the  
answers to those questions, but there is one thing of which I am certain. God 
doesn’t put any of His people on either His like or dislike list. 
 
We can know that for certain from the beloved passage in John 3:16 and in the redeeming works 
of His Son, Jesus Christ. God sent Jesus into the world that ALL might be saved. We are all sinners 
and are desperately in need of Jesus. 
 
As we enter into the season of Lent and travel together through it to the glorious celebration of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us be careful with our lists and take time to examine the  
contents of those lists. It is OK to like vanilla over chocolate, curry over cilantro or classical over 
rap; but as humans, we could end up putting a type of people on there just because of who they 
are. We must keep at the very foundation that ALL are in need of Jesus Christ and no human  
creation of God’s falls outside of God’s grace. If any of us were measured by the sin in our lives, 
we would all fail, but through the saving act of Christ on the cross, we have hope of eternal life. 
 
Grace and peace! 

Pastor Chris 
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Church family, 
  
I’m praying for a wonderful March for each of you!  It’s been so good to see your faces in church on Sunday, and  
throughout the week.  I hope you are finding ways to stay connected to your church family, even if your participation is 
still more online than in person.  As we enter the season of Lent, some may think toward “giving something up”, while 
others may think of a practice or habit they can try to develop during the season, to help strengthen their spiritual  
journey.  Regardless, I encourage you to “not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but  
encouraging one another” (Hebrews 10:25), whether you do so online, in person, or some combination of the two.   
There is simply nothing more important than staying connected to God, and staying connected to each other as the body 
of Christ. 
  
March 6, we begin the series “Savior”, where together we will dig deeper into the major atonement theories of Christ’s 
work on the cross.  In other words, we’ll look at the answers to the question “Why did Jesus have to do what He 
did?”  Make plans now to join us for worship on these Sundays in Lent, as we journey toward the crucifixion, and the  
resurrection, together.  Along the way, we’ll come to understand that Jesus’ work on the cross has different meanings for 
different people, but no matter how we analyze it, it was necessary, and the greatest gift we’ve ever been given. 
  
Looking ahead, you’ll want to mark your calendar for a special 10:00 a.m. single service  
Sunday, April 10, as our Music & Worship ministry presents “Victory”, a musical presentation of 
the last days of Jesus’ life.  We’ll remember the powerful work of Jesus in the days leading up to His 
crucifixion and resurrection through music, narration, and drama.  This is one of those excellent 
opportunities to invite someone to church, and I encourage you to take advantage!  I know it can 
be difficult sometimes to find the words to talk to someone about your faith, and this is a chance to 
simply say “Come and sit with me, and we’ll go to lunch afterwards”, and let the story be told in a 
special way.  I’m praying now for who you’ll invite! 
  
Finally, your attendance update, reflecting attendance since 1/23/22.  Please note, 1/23 & 1/30 
were “online only” worship services, the numbers attending reflect participants in the service, and 
the online number. 
  
 
1/23/22 9:00 15 11:00 6 Online 91 TOTAL 112 
1/30/22 9:00 15 11:00 5 Online 108 TOTAL 128 
2/6/22 9:00 47 11:00 42 Online 62 TOTAL 151 
2/13/22 (Scout Sunday) 9:00 75 11:00 99 Online 73 TOTAL 247 
  
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Rob 
  

From Pastor Rob 
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You don’t want to miss….. 

  Lent  Study                          
Led by Pastor Chris Pennington (Room 236)                     

Starting  March 9, 2022 

Wednesday’s 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon  

Savior: What the Bible Says about the Cross   

By: Magrey DeVega  

 

The  cross  is  the  central  symbol  of  the  Christian faith.  But  what exactly did Jesus do to 
save us from our sins? Why was the cross necessary, and what does it mean for us today? 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 

 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 
As United Methodists and members of Aldersgate United Methodist Church we commit ourselves to participate in the 
Church’s ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.   This month’s message from 
your Lay Leaders is about service.   

 
Our mission as a Church is to GATHER as God’s People; to GROW in Faith and Love; and to GO into the World 

as Jesus’ Disciples.  The structure of the Church’s leadership reflects that mission as the various ministries are  
organized into GATHER, GROW, and GO Support Teams.  GATHER is lead by Henry Daum.  It consists of the  
Co-Fellowship Leaders, the Worship Committee Leader, the Director of Music Ministry, and a Member at Large.  
GROW is lead by Ellen Leonzio.  In GROW are the Congregational Care Leader, the Discipleship Leader, the Director of 
Children’s Ministry, and a Member at Large.  GO is lead by Christine Wesley.  Members of GO are the Local Ministry  
Leader, the National & World Ministry Leader, the Evangelism Leader, the Director of Youth and Adult Ministry, and 
two Members at Large. 

 
In addition to all of that, there is the Lead Team with 14 members, the Communications Team, the Planned 

Giving and Memorials Committee, the Board of Trustees, the Finance Committee, the Staff Parish Relations  
Committee, the Leadership Development & Nominating Committee, the Lay Members to Annual Conference, and, of 
course, your Lay Leaders.  The members of most all of these groups serve staggered fixed terms, many of which will 
conclude this June 30th. 

 
The Leadership Development & Nominating Committee is beginning its work to fill the expected vacancies.  As 

you can see, there are many wonderful opportunities for service.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering to serve the 
Church on one of its committees, or, if you are asked to serve, please prayerfully consider accepting.   

 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

From the Rummage Sale Team - Furniture donations 
 
Several people have asked about how to deal with excess furniture without our rummage sale, especially for people who 
need furniture to be picked up. Two potential outlets are The Salvation Army and the Habitat for Humanity ReStore.  
 
For the Salvation Army, you can schedule online at satruck.org, which routes your request to the nearest SA facility based 
on your zip code. Fill out the form and pay attention to the requirements your furniture needs to meet. Scheduling is  
often a couple of months into the future. You can also call the Salvation Army locally for more information at  
1-302-654-8808. 
 
The HFH ReStore will pick up if you have at least two large furniture pieces. Items must be outside or in a garage. They will 
not enter a house. You can arrange pick-up by calling the coordinator, Holly, at 1-302-652-5181 extension 111 or emailing 
her at restoredonations@habitatncc.org. Scheduling is usually 3-4 weeks into the future. 
There may be others, but this should give you a start.  

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
satruck.org
mailto:restoredonations@habitatncc.org
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102nd Annual Ecumenical Lenten Series 

We are pleased to announce 

the 102 year of the Lenten 

Worship Series sponsored by 

the Ecumenical Lenten 

Committee of Wilmington. 

We will offer a 7:00 p.m. virtual 

worship each week. 

Please join us for this spiritual 

journey of worship . Each week 

we will come together, virtually, 

to  experience Lent through a 

particular faith tradition and 

community. We encourage you 

to spread the word, and to 

attend. 

An offering will be taken up at 

each week to support the 

Emmanuel Dining Room. We 

are grateful for your past 

support and we look forward to 

you tuning in this year. Please 

send donations to:  

Emmanuel Dining Room:  

The Ministry of Caring 

115 East 14th Street 

Wilmington, DE  19801-3209 

OR  

 

March 9  Church: Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

 Pastor: Reverend J. Christopher Pennington 

 Link for service: http://aldersgatede.org/ 

 

March 16 Church: Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

 Pastor: Very Reverend Father Stephen Hutnick 

 Link for service:  http://www.sspeterandpauluoc.org/ 

 

March 23  Church: Chester-Bethel United Methodist Church 

 Pastor: Reverend Neil Gutmaker 

 Link for service: http://www.chesterbethel.org/index.html 

 

March 30  Church: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 Pastor: Reverend Father Volodymyr Klanichka 

 Link for service: https://stnicholaschurchde.org/ 

 

April 6 Church:  St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman  Catholic Church 

 Pastor:   Reverend Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman, VG 

 Link for service:  https://stjosephonthebrandywine.org/ 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP AT 7 p.m. 
https://www.signup82north.com/



Share the Journey   6 March 2022 

 

 
 
ALDERSGATE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 
 

Children’s Sunday School (Kindergarten-5th graders) 10:10-10:50 a.m. - We are back, in Room 137! All families 

are encouraged to join the AldersgateDE Children’s Ministry facebook page. Call/Text/Facebook anytime how we can 
pray for you and your family. 

  
We need help with the Easter Egg Hunt & Celebration (Saturday, April 9), Vacation Bible School (June 20-24),  

Sunday School Teachers and substitutes and teachers for Aldersgate Preschool and events,  

contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org, Cell-302-562-5808 or Office 302-478-2575, ext. 118 anytime! 

  
 
 
 

 
Aldersgate Preschool - REGISTRATION for Fall Classes is now OPEN to the community. Tours are being offered 

after preschool hours, to maintain CDC and DPH COVID guidelines. Our Aldersgate Preschool teachers are vaccinated 
and properly masked. Check out the Aldersgate Preschool page for the fall registration form, calendar, Family  
Handbook, brochure, and LIKE, Comment, and Share the Aldersgate Preschool Facebook Page for all the happenings! 

 
 

THANK YOU for being the hands and feet of Christ by  

sharing and loving families in need of a good night’s rest with a set of new  
pajamas and a book! Aldersgate Preschool families and some church families  
collected and delivered 50 pajamas and children’s books to CHILD, Inc. who help 
strengthen families in need. 

  
SAVE THE DATE:  
Aldersgate Preschool’s Art Show - Friday, March 18, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Touch-A-Truck and Aldersgate Preschool OPEN HOUSE, Sunday, March 27, 2-4 p.m.  
Do you know anyone with a truck that would like to participate? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❤ Aldersgate Preschool Chapel Pastor Chris spoke about 

love! With Valentine’s Day approaching, the children were 

definitely in tune with this one. They knew Valentine’s Day was 

coming and that it was a time to show those around us love. 

They described giving hugs and cards, and saying, “I love you!” 

to those in our lives. Pastor Chris then introduced the book 

“God Gave Us Love” by Lisa Tawn Bergren and Laura J. Bryant.  

It’s a wonderful story featuring bears and otters and explains many facets of love,  

including the most important thing, that God gave us Jesus as an act of love. We closed 

our time with prayer.  

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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            UMW Climate Action  

   
 
 

United Methodist Women call for sound stewardship of the earth and environmentally  
friendly lifestyles that preserve creation for the benefit of present and future generations. 

  
Tree planting is something many of can do and a wonderful act of stewardship of our environment.  
Climate benefits include shading of buildings, reducing energy needed for cooling and buffering winter storms thereby 
reducing energy needed for heating (DNREC). Plus trees themselves absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and  
provide carbon storage. 
  
Right here in Delaware there is a Tree for Every Delawarean Initiative- TEDI that UMW wants you to know about. The 
web page   https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/tedi/ has a wealth of information to help individuals and groups with tree 
planting projects. There’s information on how and where to plant, best kinds of trees for our area and a lot more!  
  
 For more information and lots of resources visit the website for TEDI listed above.   

 

“Soup-er Bowl” Aldersgate vs. Hunger Soup Food Drive       
 

Thank you to everyone who donated. Our totals are still being counted. Look for  
our final score in the Messenger next month.  

DNREC 

Sarah Circle’s Easter Eggs are Coming.  

Look for more news soon. 

New Delaware District Has its First Meeting! 

The Delaware District of the Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference, formed when the number of district  
superintendents was reduced from four to three, met for the first time in February.  

On the agenda were two committee elections and the reports from the Urban Ministries projects. As a result 
of voting for the Nominations Committee, Pastor Jacqueline Ford was elected, as was (our own)  
Pastor Tony Arrington, and Pastor Dave Ingalls, formerly Student Ministries Direction at AUMC, now  
pastor of Grace UMC in Wilmington. Elected to the Urban Center Ministries Committee were Pastors Jonathan Whitney, 
Ken Anderson, and Kelly Ann Conner, who serves at Mt. Lebanon. 

In 2021, the Urban Ministries Center focus was on youth and the economically disadvantaged. In particular, Learning Pods 
were funded and set up at Neighborhood House and a couple other sites to help students attend virtual school.  
A Parent – Education Liaison at NH supervised the students and worked with various schools to optimize their experience.  

In addition to ongoing projects at Mt Joy, Ezion-Mt. Carmel, and the City of Love @Brandywine Church, Grace has opened 
their renovated kitchen to entrepreneur chefs. During her presentation, Pastor of Community Engagement Chelsea Spyres 
invited us to see the variety of food offerings that are available from their website www.wilmingtonkitchencollective.com. 

 

Betsy & Bert Diemer, Lay Members of Annual Conference 

https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/tedi/
http://www.wilmingtonkitchencollective.com
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James and Anne Lardear    March 14              30 years 
Frank and Amy Honisch      March 19              17 years 
Scott and Maria Phillips       March 20              23 years 

Kent and Karen Allaway      March 23              26 years 
Sara Schock and Bernard Lanoue  March 25            11 years 

Hal and Beverly Barker       March 30          37 years 
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Newly updated Student Ministry Center 

Happenings here at Aldersgate…. 

Altar Guild at their hybrid February monthly meeting 

Confirmands visiting Barratt’s Chapel 
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Pastor Rob’s Message 2 

Upcoming Opportunities 3 

Lay Leaders 4  

Rummage Sale Suggestion-Furniture 4 

Ecumenical Lenten Series 5 

Aldersgate Children’s Ministry and Preschool 6 

United Methodist Women 7 

Delaware District News 7 

Youth and Young Adults 8 

Life Celebrations and Thank you 9 

Happenings in Pictures 10  

Easter Flower Order Form 11 

Worship Schedule 

Contemporary Service with Journey Band  in Sanctuary at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

Traditional Service  with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m. 

You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

Or YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

Upcoming Events 

 
Sunday, February 27, one service at 10 a.m. with Bishop Easterling 

Tuesday, March 1, Virtual Shrove Tuesday  Pancake Dinner 

Wednesday, March 2, Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m. 
 

Sunday, March 6, first Sunday in Lent 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

