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  A significant place where disciples are made 
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2021 

“Lord, who throughout these forty days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 

For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with thee to mourn our sins 

And close by thee to stay. 

Claudia Frances Ibotson Hernaman’s hymn, “Lord, who 

throughout these forty days,” signals the beginning of Lent and is 

often sung during Ash Wednesday services or throughout the season of Lent. Forty is a 

number with special biblical significance. It rained for forty days and nights when the 

earth was overtaken by floodwaters, and Noah waited another forty days before 

opening the window of the Ark. Israel wandered in the desert for forty years. Jesus was 

seen on earth following the resurrection for forty days. In this case, Christ’s forty days 

in the wilderness provides the primary paradigm for the forty days of Lent. The hymn 

is based on the account of the temptation of Jesus found in three Gospels -- Matthew 

4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13. As is the case with many hymns, Christ’s life 

becomes a model for how his followers should confront temptation. The first two lines 

of the stanzas focus on a response of Christ when he faced temptation; the last two 

lines encourage Christians to model their behavior on Christ’s example. This is a 

familiar pattern for children’s hymns from the days of Isaac Watts. It obviously strikes 

a chord with adult believers as well. 

The classic themes of the Lenten season are presented in the stanzas of this hymn: 

Fasting and prayer (stanza one) 

Struggle with Satan and sin (stanza two) 

Dying to self, meditation on scripture (stanza three) 

Penitence (stanza four) 

Looking toward the joy of Easter (stanza five) 

“Lord, who throughout these forty days” is the only hymn by Hernaman that is 

commonly sung today. Because there are very few hymns that encompass the entire 

period of Lent and take us to Easter, it fills a needed gap in the hymn repertoire and 

starts us off on the journey toward Holy Week and Easter. 

I pray your Lenten season is a time of recovery, renewal, and reengagement. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Chris 
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Greetings Aldersgate family, 

The Lead Team and the Worship Committee have been 
monitoring closely the gathering restrictions set forth by our 
governor. While we had been able to open back in November, 
we decided to close again when the governor tightened 
restrictions. His latest modification allows us to return once 
again to having in person worship. Therefore, starting on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, we began holding in person worship services, followed by 
regular Sunday services on February 21 at 11 a.m.. Reservations are necessary as we are capping 
attendance at 160 or when all 40 sections in the sanctuary are spoken for. For those who are not yet 
comfortable attending in person, all services will continue to be offered by way of live stream on our Facebook 
page and our YouTube channel, both of which can be searched by entering “aldersgatede” into the respective 
search bars.  

If you’re planning on attending, please do the following: 

1. Read the protocol paragraph below 

Sign up for the service that you wish to attend at the following links (also soon available on our website): 

Watch the video that we prepared last November to see what you can expect è https://
fb.watch/3zJY3aZZgW/ 

Come and enjoy worshipping with your church family! 

Worship Protocol  

All participants in worship will be spaced at least 6 feet from one another and will wear a mask when not 
performing their role. Passing of the Peace will be not be a part of the worship service. While handshakes, 
hugs, and high fives will be absent from the worship service, friendly gestures will be encouraged. Singing and 
responsive elements can only take place with a mask on and should be done softly. When Communion is part 
of a worship service, distribution of the elements will take place in the narthex. Members will get a 
prepackaged communion element set upon arrival, to be reserved until the appropriate time during worship. 
Our Director of Music and others will fulfill the role of a cantor, but a choir, as we are accustomed to, will not 
be used. The worship services will be designed to conclude within an hour, yet will include the usual elements 
of our worship tradition. Sunday worship services will continue to be shared live through Facebook and 
YouTube. Songs, lessons, and other liturgical materials will also be shared through screens in the sanctuary, 
which promises to visually enhance our worship experience and provide opportunities for worship 
engagement, in light of the restrictions and limitations imposed by COVID-19.  

Emergency Procedures  

In the event of an emergency requiring members to exit the building, all sanctuary doors and building 
exterior doors are available. In the event that an individual/family needs to exit the sanctuary during the 
worship service, an Usher will assist to ensure that disruptions are minimized.  

 

**Please also note that we will need help with greeters and ushers for worship. If you’re comfortable 
welcoming folks to church and using a touchless thermometer, you’re qualified. Let me know if you can help. 
Thanks! 

 
I can’t wait to see you in person and even more when the pandemic is over and we can all safely worship 
without restrictions. 

 
Blessings to you all!! 

 
Pastor Chris 

 

https://fb.watch/3zJY3aZZgW/
https://fb.watch/3zJY3aZZgW/
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From Your Lay Leader 
      Anne Murray 

I admit I am excited about returning to in-person worship. By the time you’re reading 
this it’s been going on for a couple of weeks! It’s great news!  

We are directed to pray for one another and build one another up (Thes 5:11, Hebrews 
3:13) as well as to bear each other’s burdens – God created us to be in community 

 

Our pastors, staff and lead team worked diligently to be sure we had all protocols for safe worship in 
place so we can worship together and be in community.  

 

My thanks goes out to everyone involved in producing our on-line live service!  It kept a bit of that 
needed community going.   I looked forward to seeing all the notifications that “Barbara or Frank is 
watching with you.” It sustained us during a long hard time.  But I am happy to say…See you in 
Worship!  

When asked, “How do our finances look?” the answer is never 

a simple word or two.  However, this doesn’t mean that the answer 

has to be complicated.  Here are a few updates for what has 

happened, where we’re at, and where we’re headed. 

Like so many, 2020 was a challenging year.  We ended the year with a deficit of 

approximately $119k.  However, with our PPP* loan of $111k (this is in the process of being 

forgiven) our deficit is reduced significantly, settling at around $8k.  There is a second round of 

PPP loans that we have also applied for.  We will continue to provide the necessary paperwork 

needed to have this loan forgiven as well while continuing to be very fiscally responsible. 

Our pledge drive was lower than previous years but was still respectable, considering this 

global pandemic we are battling.  For those of you who pledged- THANK YOU!  If you have yet to 

pledge, it’s not too late! 

                                # Pledges            Total $ Pledged 
2019                       170                         $498,493.92 
2020                      170                         $539,212.00 
2021                       132                         $468,728.12 

 *Paycheck Protection Program 

This year we will be conducting a full audit with a firm from outside of the 

church.  Although we don’t expect any surprises, we are looking forward to this opportunity to 

make sure there are no issues. 

What can you do?  Simple.  Please give what you have pledged.  This will help our world, 

community, and church more than you can imagine.  I thank you for your support and prayers as 

we continue to navigate this unchartered path. 

Taber Smith 

Dear Aldersgate Family, 
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Peninsula-Delaware Conference News 

Update on Redistricting 

As reported in the November Messenger, a plan to reduce the number of 

districts in the Peninsula-Delaware Conference from four to three was approved 

at the 2020 Annual Conference, to take effect on July 1, 2021.  This reduces 

costs (and apportionments) by 7% totaling $300,000 annually across the 

conference.  At that time, the plan for new district boundaries was tentative.  

Bishop Johnson, after consulting with her cabinet as well as clergy and lay members of annual 

conference, has now finalized the new district boundaries and names.  All of Delaware will now be in 

a single district (the Delaware District) while Maryland churches will be split into two districts 

named Upper Shore and Lower Shore.  Aldersgate will go from the Wilmington District to the 

Delaware District.   

For those familiar with the current district boundaries, a rough idea of how they map into the new 

districts (with the corresponding number of churches) is as follows: 

 The 135 churches in the new Lower Shore District will be essentially those currently in the 

Salisbury District. 

 The 130 churches in the new Upper Shore District will be essentially those currently in the Easton 

District plus Maryland churches currently part of The Wilmington District. 

 The 142 churches in the Delaware District will be essentially those currently in the Dover District 

as well as Delaware churches currently part of the Wilmington District. 

 The District Superintendents now in place will continue, with the exception of the Dover District 

superintendent, who is taking a pastoral assignment. As stated earlier, this all takes effect on July 

1, 2021. 

Bert & Betsy Diemer, Lay Members of Annual Conference 

Youth and young adult programs  

Youth and young adult programs are full swing 
ahead as we continue to gather together 
virtually. It is a blessing that we can spend time 
with one another in fellowship and also grow in 
our faith together. One cool project that the 
Youth Planning Committee worked on this 
month was making Valentines for Aldersgate’s 
Christian Fellowship Sunday School Class and 
for elderly hospital patients at Christiana 
Hospital. The Youth Planning Committee 
worked diligently to coordinate and create 65 
valentine treat bags, each of which included a 
personalized colored valentine made by our 
youth at Impact. This has been a special project 
to share the love of God with others this 
Valentine’s Day! 

      

                 Celia Wichmann, Cienna Takvorian, Amy Goodman, & Abbie Townsend.  
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101st Annual Ecumenical Lenten Series 

Lenten Series Offering will benefit the Emmanuel Dining Room:  

The Ministry of Caring 

115 East 14th Street 

Wilmington, DE  19801-3209 

Donation site--https://www.signup82north.com/MinistryOfCaring/ 

      WORSHIP AT 7 p.m. 

   * Services will be virtual 

February 24     Church: Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

      Pastor: Reverend J. Christopher Pennington 

      Link for service: http://aldersgatede.org/ 

 

March 3  Church: St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman  Catholic Church 

      Pastor: Reverend Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman, VG 

      Link for service:  https://stjosephonthebrandywine.org/ 

 

March 10   Church: Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

      Pastor: Very Reverend Father Stephen Hutnick 

      Link for service:  http://www.sspeterandpauluoc.org/ 

 

March 17    Church: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

      Pastor: Reverend Father Volodymyr Klanichka 

      Link for service: https://stnicholaschurchde.org/ 

 

March 24   Church: Chester-Bethel United Methodist Church 

      Pastor: Reverend Neil Gutmaker 

                  Link for service: http://www.chesterbethel.org/index.html 

Wednesday Evenings 

February 24 

March 3 

March 10 

March 17 

March 24 
“The poor should never           

be treated poorly” 

Brother Ronald Giannone 

Ecumenical 
Lenten Committee: 

 
P.O. Box 544 

Delaware City, DE 19706 
 

President, 
Rev. Clemens Manista 

 
Vice President, 

Rev. Chris Pennington 
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Children’s Ministry News 
Aldersgate Families (with children up to 5th grade) are welcome and encouraged to join the 
Facebook group page Aldersgate DE Children’s Ministry which helps with keeping in 
connection with each other!  

Let’s focus on what we can do and adjust for the safest option, since we are unable to hold our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt this year! Please plan to pick up and receive a special package with Palm Sunday 

and Easter activities to do together with your family. Notices will be sent out with more 
details. Please let me know if you would like to continue to receive the family activities or if 
you know someone that would like to be added to these emails/mailings by contacting 
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or calling the church office 302-478-2575, ext. 118 or cell 
302- 562-5808.  

Plan on seeing a weekly Children’s Message about Holy Vessels – A Lenten Season 
of Recovery, Time for Children- Acts of Healing, during Sunday’s worship service 

which will be on-line with Facebook and YouTube. Breathing, experiencing God’s love and praying are all 
acts of healing. We will be exploring these acts of healing together during the season of Lent.  

We plan to use just a few simple items you already have around the house. 

Lent 1: Treasure- Tape and sheet of paper and pencil/crayons 

Lent 2: Safe Keeping – A blanket 

Lent 3: Stories - A latex-free adhesive bandage 

Lent 4: Different Pictures - “Stuff Safari” with household items 

Lent 5: Restoration – A few objects from nature- houseplant, few dried leaves, river rocks 

Lent 6: Palm Sunday- Palm branch 

Easter Sunday – April  4! He has Risen! Alleluia! 

Vacation Bible School this summer will of course be different this year and we need your help on 
planning for this event. Please contact me if you would like to and are able to help with this most important 
ministry! 

Especially during the pandemic, we celebrate kindness, giving and helping 
others in any way we can. The Aldersgate Preschool children 
and families were able to collect over 40 sets of new pajamas 
this year. The children’s pajamas were delivered directly to 
Child, Inc., in Claymont. They were very thankful and 
grateful for this donation at this time of need for their 
shelters. The children (and teachers) also had fun wearing 
their pajamas to preschool, too!  

Join the Aldersgate Preschool Team! We are in need of substitute teachers and hiring qualified teachers 
for fall! Send your resume and contact me if you are interested in safely teaching and caring for the children 

and the families in our community. 

Aldersgate Preschool Enrollment is happening now for the Fall! 

We welcome all 2 year old children by September 1st for the Monday/Wednesday/Friday, Tuesday/Thursday 
or Monday-Friday classes. 3 year old children by September 1st for the Monday/Wednesday/Friday, Tuesday/
Thursday and Monday -Friday classes plus a Prekindergarten class Monday-Friday, Monday/Wednesday/
Friday and Tuesday/Thursday for 4 year old children by September 1st. Go to the aldersgatede.org Aldersgate 
Preschool page and register to hold your child’s spot (or be placed on a waiting list). 

Check out our Facebook page for all the happenings! 

Blessings, Sharon Jennelly  Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 

Office: (302) 478-2575 Cell: (302) 562-5808  sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org   

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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  UMW Spring Program – Save the Date 

  Monday, April 19TH  - 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 “Soup-er Bowl” Aldersgate vs. Hunger Soup Food Drive  

Thank you to everyone who donated.  Our totals are still being counted.  Look for our final score in the 
Messenger next month.  All donations will be donated to Southbridge Neighborhood House and other local 
food pantries.  This event was sponsored by UMW Hannah Circle. 

 
Easter Eggs 

Sarah Circle regrets that 
Easter Eggs will not be 
sold this year  James and Anne Lardear  Mar 14  29 years 

Frank and Amy Honisch  Mar 19  16 years 

Scott and Maria Phillips  Mar 20  22 years 

Kent and Karen Allaway  Mar 23  25 years 

Sara Schock and Bernard Lanoue  Mar 25  10 years 

Hal and Beverly Barker  Mar 30  36 years 

Wayne Donald Zipse  

passed away on Feb 8.     

Dear Aldersgate Community, 

I would like to thank everyone for their cards and kind words for the passing of my 

husband, Jim.    

Helen Schowengerdt  

Lily Order Form     

Submit orders by Sunday March 14, 2021 
Completed forms and check can be placed in Mailbox #10 in the Hub 

Purchased Lilies may be picked up on Easter Sunday,  April 4, from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. or 
call the office to make arrangements. Thank you. 

$12/plant 
 
Given by__________________________________________ Phone Number _______________________ 

 

Number of plants__  Total Amount Enclosed ($12/plant)_________      I will pick up my lily order ____ 

 

 

Plant #1     Please circle:    “In Memory of”       OR     “In Honor of” 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Plant # 2 Please circle:    “In Memory of”       OR     “In Honor of” 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Plant # 3 Please circle:    “In Memory of”       OR     “In Honor of” 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Plant # 4 Please circle:    “In Memory of”       OR     “In Honor of” 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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 In-person worship 
services on Sundays @ 
11 a.m. are back!!!! 
 

Also streaming online on Sunday at 11 a.m. Can 
be reached on Facebook at: 
 
         https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE  OR now you 
can also see the sermon live on your smart TV via YouTube 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: January 29, 2022 ... AUMC Auditorium ... the 
“Almost-Annual Aldersgate Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social XI”.  

And ... remember ... experimenting with chili and chocolate recipes is 
a delicious antidote to the “stay-at-home blues”!  

- Jeff Walters, Head Chili Bean 

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Temporary Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Closed Fridays 
Note: please call ahead (302-478-2575) before visiting 
church 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE

