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 Greetings Aldersgate Family! 

  
Will there be a blast of snow before winter gives up its hold on the region? I, as many of you 
know, am very happy to see several inches or more fall. I never get the feeling that we have had 
winter if there is not at least one storm that covers everything over with snow. Christy laughs at 
me when I don’t consider it a proper snow if the tips of the grass are still showing. I know I would 
have difficulty living in Florida or some other non-snowy state. I am a 
winter person. This is not to say that I don’t like the other seasons. I 
am always delighted to see the flowers bursting from the ground 
around the church and at home. It amazes me that bulbs can lie 
dormant for the entire winter and then, by some miracle, know when 
to spring up. They get taller by the day and soon these new sprouts 
will have buds that will form the beautiful flowers that we enjoy so 
much. 

What is hidden dormant within you that can spring forth this season and become a beautiful 
thing? Unlike flowers, we have to give these hidden treasures a nudge sometimes. In  
Corinthians, Paul tells us that anyone who is in Christ is a new creation - just like the flowers that 
appear in the springtime. I encourage you during this season of Lent to gaze hard into deep  
recesses of your soul and gently nudge something within you to burst up through the ground of 
your life. Try something different in your spiritual life. If you’re are accustomed to praying on a 
regular basis and don’t do too much studying of the Bible, add that in. Take a step out of your 
normal comfort zone and that might provide the impetus for your flowers—your hidden  
treasures— to grow. 

Ash Wednesday was February 26, but there will be several more opportunities to worship in this 
Lenten season and I hope you will join me in inviting God into our lives as we continue to  
celebrate and commit to the life of Jesus Christ. That said, I’m asking each of you to put on your 
calendar Maundy Thursday, April 8 and Good Friday service, April 9. I’m even boldly asking you 
to potentially say, “No” to something else in order to be with your church family on those nights. 
I know lots of things pull at you and grab for your attention but our spiritual journey is vitally  
important. These services will help complete the picture that began on Ash Wednesday and  
culminate with our Easter celebration. Easter will mean so much more to you as you deepen 
your faith walk and understanding of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord. 

  

Grace and peace to you... 

Pastor Chris 
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Help us raise $15,000 that will help move five families into permanent housing! Every dollar donated will 

be matched up to $10,000, dollar for dollar by our board! 

All donations must be made as part of Do More 24. Do More 24 is a 24-hour day of giving, from 6 p.m. on 

Thursday, March 5th to 6 p.m. on Friday,  March 6th. Donations made during this timeframe will be 

matched and help us compete to win financial prizes. 

Make donations at degives.org 

Chili & Chocolate & “Say Cheese” 2020 … 

 

 

 

Congratulations to top vote getters Daniel & Stacie 
DiGiacoma (Cheese), Brad Schoenfeld (Chili), and Keila  
Pennington (Chocolate).  A big thanks to Joanne Smeltz, 
Laura Pickrell, Andy Shenk, and the many, many other 
people who cooked and pitched in!! 

For 2021 ... Jeff Walters now wants your suggestion for 
NEXT year’s Wildcard category 

Attention Gardeners, Adopt a Vegetable Garden Bed! 

The Aldersgate Garden will be in full swing this year!  We will be cleaning up the 

beds soon, and they will be ready for Spring planting.  New for this year -  we are 
offering the opportunity for an individual, family, Sunday School class, or any  
combination of people to "adopt" a bed.  You can plant what you would like and  
either keep the produce or give it to a food bank.  We will be making regular trips to 
the Neighborhood House to deliver produce over the summer.    This is a great  
opportunity to have a bit of a garden if you don't have the space for it at home or if 
you would like to help bring produce to those who don't have easy access.  It will be a true Aldersgate family garden.   If 
you are interested in this, please either e-mail or call us and we can talk more.   

Thank you! 

Jennifer and Ray Pendley 

 

 

 

degives.org
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From Your Lay Leaders 
Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 

 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 
As United Methodists and members of Aldersgate United Methodist Church we commit ourselves to participate in the 
Church’s ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.   This month’s message from 
your Lay Leaders is about service.   

 
Our mission as a Church is to GATHER as God’s People; to GROW in Faith and Love; and to GO into the World 

as Jesus’ Disciples.  The structure of the Church’s leadership reflects that mission as the various ministries are  
organized into GATHER, GROW, and GO Support Teams.  GATHER is lead by Henry Daum.  It consists of the  
Co-Fellowship Leaders, the Worship Committee Leader, the Director of Music Ministry, and a Member at Large.  
GROW is lead by Ellen Leonzio.  In GROW are the Congregational Care Leader, the Discipleship Leader, the Director of 
Children’s Ministry, and a Member at Large.  GO is lead by Joe Gladden.  Members of GO are the Local Ministry  
Leader, the National & World Ministry Leader, the Evangelism Leader, the Director of Youth and Adult Ministry, and 
two Members at Large. 

 
In addition to all of that, there is the Lead Team with 14 members, the Communications Team, the Planned 

Giving and Memorials Committee, the Board of Trustees, the Finance Committee, the Staff Parish Relations  
Committee, the Leadership Development & Nominating Committee, the Lay Members to Annual Conference, and, of 
course, your Lay Leaders.  The members of most all of these groups serve staggered fixed terms, many of which will 
conclude this June 30th. 

 
The Leadership Development & Nominating Committee is beginning its work to fill the expected vacancies.  As 

you can see, there are many wonderful opportunities for service.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering to serve the 
Church on one of its committees, or, if you are asked to serve, please prayerfully consider accepting.   

 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during  

worship at all services, or send a message to us.   

Altar Flowers 

As you may have seen in the newspaper, Kitty Breger retired in January and Breger 

Flowers closed.  Kitty provided beautiful arrangements for Aldersgate for  more than 

three years.  

Bloomsberry Flowers has been providing the altar flowers since January. There is a 

small increase in price. The new price is $50 for sponsoring the altar flowers. When 

you sponsor the altar flowers, you can choose to take the flowers home or donate 

them to a shut-in. Sponsoring altar flowers is a wonderful way to remember  or  

honor a loved one. 

If you would like to donate flowers please call Linda Williams 302-654-7554.  

 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Children’s Sunday School Classes  

All Classes Begin at 10:00 a.m. 

 

NURSERY   (Room 116)                                                               Led by Marina Chowdhury & Atiya Siddiqui 
This is an opportunity to have your child cared for while you spend an hour in adult Bible study, getting into 
God’s word, good discussion, some fun, and fellowship, meeting folks that you may not even know. 
 
 

3 & 4 YEAR OLDS   (Room 112)                                               Led by Amanda Moyer & Sara Schock 
This will be a fun time for your three and four year old children. They discover the love of Jesus through the 
Bible stories, games, and activities, together with all their friends!  We celebrate with singing and dancing at 
the end of each class. 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN & FIRST GRADE   (Room 111)                     Led by Amy Honisch & Laura Pickrell 
During class we are introduced to the characters of the Bible, David, Sampson, Paul, and above all Christ! The 
children are given a basic understanding of who these characters are and their importance in our faith today. 
Plus there’s always time for some games, puzzles, and on occasion some crafts! 
 
 

SECOND & THIRD GRADE   (Library)                           Led by Cheryl Beeson & Christy Pennington 
The third graders are presented with Bibles in September and we encourage the children to bring their Bibles 
to Sunday School. We start learning the books of the Bible, four books each week. They do a regular lesson in 
the Bible and then they act out the story in the lesson. Some weeks we do a craft or take part in a game. At 
Christmas we have an Advent Wreath and during Lent, (Easter), we have Resurrection Eggs, with discussion of 
the significance of each. 
 
 

FOURTH & FIFTH GRADE   (Room 132)                                            Led by Jake Gaz, & Jeff Walters 
This class typically starts out with the group reading a Bible story with each child taking a turn reading a verse 
so everyone is engaged.  Then we discuss what we think it means, what it meant to the people of the time 
when it actually happened, and how the lesson can be applied to our lives today. We have lively discussions. 
The teachers give the children lots of room to share their ideas and opinions. After all the learning we have 
puzzles, crosswords, word find, etc., games and competitions. 
 

 

Aldersgate Faith Journeys 

Spring 2020 

Aldersgate Faith Journeys 

Spring 2020 
Aldersgate Faith Journeys 

Spring 2020 
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Youth and Adult Sunday School Classes 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Student Ministry Center)                          Led by Sharon Owens, Renee Shenk 
  
 

SENIOR HIGH (Meet Student Ministry Center)                   Led by Janet Atwater, & Judy Morton                             
The Middle School, Junior High, (6th – 8th Grades), and Senior High, (9th – 12th Grades), meet each week and 
explore a passage of scripture through interactive games, activities, and discussion. Come join us as we grow 
our faith and develop friendships while having a lot of fun! 
 
 

ALPHA TO OMEGA   (Fellowship Hall)                                                                      Led by Jack Smith 
We will be doing interactive Bible study that involves in-depth study of Biblical themes and/or specific books of 
the Bible. We engage in lively conversation, share ideas and opinions, and address questions that come up  
during discussion. Our class will look at various Old and New Testament stories that look at different aspects of 
a subject. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP   (Room 136)                                                           Led by Susan Mammele 
This is an opportunity for those with intellectual and / or physical disabilities to come together and share in the 
great love that God has for everyone! 
 
 

GENERATION GO   (Room 236)                                                             Led by Cheryl & Brian Merritt 
As the name implies, Generation Go caters largely to parents “on the go,” however all are welcome to attend 
class. We typically choose 4 – 6 week-long DVD based studies with a 10 – 20 minute video message which is  
followed by class discussion of the topic presented. Studies do not require any advanced prep, so drop in,  
visitors are always welcome! 
 
 

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT   (Room 237)                                                                     Led by Bill Everett 
We invite you to come and join our discussion of various topics and scripture. The subjects may vary from what 
some of the daily issues we are dealing with every day, to how we can be serving the Lord in a  more  
meaningful way!  Or we might be studying a particular book of the Bible. The decision is made by the class 
members!  Come and test the waters to see if this is the class for you!  All are welcome! 
 
 

LOVE DOES   (Room 122)                                                                       Led by Ryan & Nitasha Smith 
We are a group of young adults that meet weekly for faith studies and fellowship. Our focus is to strengthen 
our faith foundation and relationships as we navigate life with growing families. Members of this group take 
turns facilitating lessons, planning social events, and outreach opportunities. This group organizes one of  
Aldersgate’s largest outreach ministries, Christmas Joy! Christmas Joy is an Aldersgate ministry where church 
members donate holiday gifts and needed items to those in need in the Wilmington area through various  
organizations. 
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Day Time Bible Studies 
 

CRAZY LADIES OF ALDERSGATE   (Room 237)                                                    Led by Betsy Diemer 
Tuesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. - Fourth Tuesday 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Yes, we’re crazy! Crazy for the Lord! Crazy to learn more about living a Christian life! We’re a fun group of 
women enjoying reading, studying and chatting. As we get close to the end of a study we all search for books 
that may be of interest to the group and we decide as a group what our next book will be. If you are interested 
in joining us contact Betsy Diemer at 302-762-6759 or rbdjr@comcast.net. 
 

THE BEATITUDES   (In the Library)                                                            Led by Karen Covey Moore 
Tuesdays 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. - Starting April 14, 2020    
In this six week study we will be exploring the Beatitudes in Matthew 5:1 – 12. Each week we 
will focus on one of the Beatitudes asking what does it say to us about God and faith and how 
does it impact our daily lives.  To sign up contact Karen at chabereth@verizon.net. 
 

GREAT CHARACTERS OF THE BIBLE   (Room 237)                          Led by Pastor Chris 
Pennington 
Thursdays 11:00 to Noon - Starting April 23, 2020       
Over the period of this six-week study you will look at the lives of some of the interesting figures in the Bible. 

You will see that God is the same today as He was in Biblical times. He still works through people, 
and that by studying them, we can see how the Holy Spirit equips and empowers us for service. 
Feel free to come when you can! It is not necessary to be in class every week to enjoy this study! 
Please contact Pastor Chris if you are interested! 

 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY   (Room 237)                                                          Led by Dave DiGiacoma 
Wednesday’s 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
This is a men’s group Bible study that meets throughout the year. We study various books of the Bible, not in 
any particular order. No experience with Bible study is needed. Come out and join us for some good discus-
sion, fun, and fellowship. All are welcome! If you’d like more information, contact Dave DiGiacoma at 302-530-
9568 or digiacoma@msn.com! 

Lenten Study 
 

He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado   (Room 237)                           
Thursdays 7:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. by Pastor Chris Pennington and 7:00 p.m. by Pastor Tony Arrington 
Starting March 5, 2020 and ending April 2. 
Every gift from God reveals His love, but no gift reveals His love more than the gifts of the cross. These gifts 
came not wrapped in paper but in passion. They were not placed around a tree but around a cross. They were 
not covered with ribbons but sprinkled with the blood that Christ shed on our behalf. In this five session study, 
Max Lucado explores the many gifts that Christ provided to us at his crucifixion. These include not only the gift 
of the cross, but also the gift of the thorns that pierced his brow. The nails that tore his flesh. The seamless 
robe that he removed for us. The empty tomb where he forever defeated sin and death. The hill of the cross is 
rich with the gifts of God’s grace. These gifts he didn’t have to give. The only required act for our salvation was 
the shedding of blood, yet God did so much more. So as we unwrap these gifts, we need to pause and listen 
for his voice. As we do, perhaps we will hear him whisper, “I did it just for you!” 

mailto:rbdjr@comcast.net
mailto:chabereth@verizon.net
mailto:digiacoma@msn.com
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Sarah Circle Easter Eggs Sale 

Butter cream, peanut butter, coconut cream, 
and chocolate pecan eggs will be available after all church  services on March 
29th and April 5th.  Price is $8 for a half-pound egg made with lots of love (we 
won’t mention the sugar).  Proceeds from egg sales support  United Methodist 
Women’s missions for women and children.   Pre-orders will be accepted (but are 
NOT required) at  https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/zzu1fy41m9pkrm/ 

 

UMW Hannah Circle “Soup-er Bowl” Sunday :  
Final Score: 3,154 cans of soup (including monetary donations).  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated, sorted, counted, and  
delivered soup. Soup was delivered to Southbridge  
Neighborhood House, Jewish Family Services, and Brandywine 
Community Methodist Church Food Pantries.  
 
 
 

UMW Spring Program  
Save the Date Sunday,  April 26 - 12:15 p.m. in the Auditorium.  

Delivery to Southbridge Neighborhood House 

Aldersgate in Fellowship 
• Delaware Blue Coats Basketball 

Game 

• Confirmands at Barrett’s Chapel  

with Pastor Chris 

• Chili, Chocolate & “Say Cheese”  

 

https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/zzu1fy41m9pkrm/
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Aldersgate’s Finances; the Basics at Present    By Bob Reis  

As you may know the Finance Committee meets year-round to monitor our income and spending.  We seek to improve 
the income with giving opportunities and alert the Lead Team to concerns and initiatives that should be considered for 
better Aldersgate financial health.  Each Spring we solicit needs and project income and spending to assemble a draft 
budget for the fiscal year which runs July 1 to June 30.  The Lead Team considers these drafts and then must approve a 
budget by July 1 each year.  We switched to a fiscal year budget a few years ago for easier monitoring for the Pre-
School and to better account for slow summers.    

Where does the money come from?   Aldersgate is blessed to 
have a facility that is used by a number of groups and an  
endowment fund that helps us meet our obligations and maintain 
and improve the building when needed.  Our 2019 income came 
from these sources:   

It takes 80 cents of every dollar to keep the doors open and staff employed.  In 2019 this was $867,662.12.   

Our commitment to the United Methodist Church (Conference and District) is another 9 cents of that dollar, in 2019 

$99,723.00.    
  

Our pledging effort has remained on a calendar year basis. For 2020 we have 167 out of 493-member family units 

pledging, the highest number in over 5 years.   The amount pledged is almost equal to last year at $531,612, 

($532,596.79 pledged and given in 2018).  This is a great start in our efforts to place Aldersgate on a better financial 

footing.   
 

Note that the amount pledged pays for our personnel costs.  Income in other areas has been relatively stable, though 

our building use income has declined over the past few years. For many years now we have had to access our  

endowment funds to cover summer financial shortfalls.  Loans from those funds have also been made to allow us to 

accomplish some building maintenance issues and desired upgrades. Memorial giving has been strong and has  

included a fund initiated for the Trustees to plan and finance ongoing needed projects, without frequently impacting 

the budget.  
 

We can improve our annual giving.  Doing so is an important way for us to build financial discipleship.  We would like to 

increase the number of family member units giving from our current 34%.  And, if all of us reached just a little  

further into our pockets, we could meet our obligations and increase our mission work.  You may not be aware that 

pledges can be made anytime and can be changed if financial circumstances change.  For tax purposes, some prefer to 

pledge and donate at the end of one year for the next, allowing us to have some prepaid pledges. For those with  

electronic savvy, automatically deducted pledges and electronic transfers can be easily arranged.   
 

What we have at Aldersgate is special and meets many of our and the community’s needs.  A shared commitment from 

all of us can keep it going.  The Finance Committee is asking all to consider increasing our financial commitments to  

Aldersgate and its ministries.        

 

 

Where does the money go?   In 2019 we spent $1,089,312.92, 
which was $32,955.90 more than we collected in all areas.  
Our actual spending was broken down as shown:   
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Aldersgate Youth Players Present: 

 

 
 

Performances will be in the Sanctuary: 
 Friday, March 6th at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7th at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 8th at 2 p.m. 

 

Admission is FREE – but donations will be gratefully accepted. 

The show is about 90 minutes long, including intermission, and is suitable for all ages. 

We’ll be selling candy-grams, so you can support cast & crew members. 

Candy will be sold before the show and during intermission on a cash-only basis. 

 
 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form below 
with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with “Youth Musical” in the subject line.  All  
contributions are tax deductible.  Forms and checks should be given to Janet Atwater, or placed in 
box 19 in the Hub, or mailed to her at 2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA  19317. Thank you! 
 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ]  $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other _________ 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ]  YES     [    ]  NO 
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Student and Children’s Ministries 

                              EASTER EGG HUNT 

     Saturday, APRIL 4th  

        11 a.m. - NOON 

 

 

Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11 a.m. at the playground entrance (or 

in the church if raining) then to the auditorium for games, crafts, Easter Bunny and soft pretzels!  

RSVP: To register for this event, visit the church office or call (302) 478‐2575 x118 or 

email sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org. Volunteer to help and let us know how many children and ages 

attending by Saturday, March 28th. 

Great for families with children 10 years old and younger. 

This event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the community, so 

bring a friend and your own EASTER BASKET to collect the eggs!  

        

  

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School June 22 – June 26, 2020    9 a.m. – Noon 

Including  a special program and Lunch on Friday, June 26, 11 a.m.  and Service Sunday, June 28,  9 a.m. 
 

Join us for Music, Bible Adventures, KidVid Cinema, Imagination/Craft Station, Chew Chew Snacks, Loco 
Motion Games. Register (potty-trained) 3-12 year old children & suggested donation $20/family (Checks 
payable to Aldersgate Church) for a music CD. Place registration & volunteer form (note days you can help 
out) & donations in mailbox #7 in the church office addressed to: Sharon Jennelly, Director of Children’s 
Ministry. sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org 
  

 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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VOLUNTEERS  

Require Background Checks & Safe Sanctuary Training www.aldersgatede.org (sign page 6.) 

  

□   Praying for VBS     □ Help with Pre-registration   □ Gathering supplies    □ Decorating       

□   Making phone calls and recruiting volunteers    □   Coordinating the Youth Helpers                            

I would like to help DURING VBS as a: 

  

□ Preschool Leader or Assistant: Use provided books to prepare and lead/help the class. 

□ Bible Storytellers: Use provided books, dress up and involve the children in the story. 

□ Imagination Station/Craft Leader: Use provided books, collect supplies, prepare crafts/experiments, 

and work with kids. 

□ Music Leader: co- lead singing and movement station, and help with music in daily opening and closing. 

□ Snack Leader: Use provided books to plan, prepare, and serve snacks. 

□ Game Leader: Use provided books to prepare games and lead children in playing games. 

□ Crew Leader: (Needs to be a youth or an adult) lead a group of children from station to station, stay with 
group during opening and closing times, at dismissal, and release child to parent/guardian. 

□ Photographer/Spotlight VBS: Take pictures, down load on lap top or print for boards and show them at the 
end of each day. 

□ Assembly Leader: prepare and Co-lead the opening and closing assembly for each day. 

□ Youth Assistant: stay with the children and help in assigned area. 

□ Nursery Leader & Assistant: help in the nursery with children from infants to 2 years old. 

□ Coordinate Friday’s Lunch: help plan, prepare and or cleanup the lunch after Friday’s program. 

□ Registrar: help with first day registration and guide children to their groups. 

□ I’m willing to help wherever I’m needed! 

           Monday    _____    Tuesday    _____    Wednesday    _____    Thursday    _____    Friday  

Volunteer for the Rummage Sale 

April 18, 2020  

Reminder: Contact Chris Burket (cburket@gmail.com) to arrange for large-load  

pick-up on either February 29th or March 29th or to offer additional storage space.  

Questions? Please contact Stacie DiGiacoma (staciedigiacoma@msn.com), Nancy 

Hough (houghn1@hotmail.com) or Chris Burket for more information or to  

volunteer. 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
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James and Anne Lardear   March 14             28 years 

Frank and Amy Honisch     March 19             15 years 

Scott and Maria Phillips     March 20             21 years 

Kent and Karen Allaway    March 23             24 years 

Sara Schock and  

Bernard Lanoue      March 25            9 years 

Hal and Beverly Barker     March 30          35 years 

*  Please note, if your anniversary does not appear, please check with our membership 

secretary, Susan Schranck, to ensure we have your anniversary date in our system. 

 

Charlotte LeVan       January 21, 2020 

 

Jean Pyle                  February 12, 2020 

 

Dorothy Titlow      February 18, 2020 

 

Evelyn Frank     February 20, 2020 

 

Kelly  Truitt  February 21, 2020 

We are pleased to announce the 100th year 

of the Lenten Worship Series sponsored by 

the Ecumenical Lenten Committee of  

Wilmington. 

We will gather first at 6 p.m. for worship 

followed by a light Lenten supper after the 

service. We feel this will give folks a better 

opportunity to fellowship and get to know 

each other. 

Please join us for this spiritual journey of 

worship and fellowship. Each week come 

together to experience Lent through a  

particular faith tradition and community. 

We encourage you to spread the word, to 

attend, and to bring your family and 

friends. 

An offering will be taken up at each service 

to support the Emmanuel Dining Room. 

We are grateful for your past support and 

we look forward to your attendance this 

year. WORSHIP AT 6 p.m.  followed by a light Lenten supper 

100th Annual Ecumenical Lenten Series 

March 4   Church: Chester-Bethel United Methodist Church 

Address: 2619 Foulk Road, Wilmington Delaware 19810 

Pastor:   Reverend Karen Hoff 
 

March 11  Church: Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

Address: 1406 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809  

Pastor:   Very Reverend Father Stephen Hutnick 
 

March 18    Church: Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

Address: 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, Delaware  19803 

Pastor:   Reverend J. Christopher Pennington 

March 25    Church: St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman  

             Catholic Church 

Address: 10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE  19807 

Pastor:   Reverend Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman, VG 
 

April 1          Church:   St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Address:   801 Lea Boulevard, Wilmington Delaware 19802 

Pastor:      Reverend Father Volodymyr Klanichka 

**UPDATED** 
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Reconciling Ministries News 

We welcome a new Reconciling Congregation in Delaware and the Peninsula  
Delaware Conference: Felton-Viola UMC in Felton, DE. 

On Saturday, March 21, we will be co-sponsoring a Reconciling Ministries Network 
workshop, Building an Inclusive Church Training at Newark United Methodist.  It 
will be open to the entire Annual Conference, will run from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. and will 
include lunch.  To volunteer to help, contact betsydiemer@comcast.net 

The Parents Reconciling Network (PRN) is an organization of United Methodist  
parents of LGBTQ children. It began with the goal of presenting a visible witness of 

parents in support of ending the denomination’s anti-LGBTQ stance. More than ever, this is an important time 
for parents and family members of LGBTQ children in The UMC. If you would like to join the PRN Board or get 
more information, go to rmnetwork.org 

Please keep the Reconciling Ministries staff in prayer as well as all who are preparing for General Conference 
2020. 

RM Group Members: Betsy Diemer, Cheryl Merritt, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne Smeltz, Nancy Hough, Anne 
Murray, Judy Morton, Don Moyer, Adam West, Brian & Tyler Merritt, Anna, Amy & Cathy Goodman, Ellen Leonzio,  
Jennifer Hamer-Maansson, Diane & Annie Shea, Bert Diemer, Natalie Dyke, Karen Covey-Moore. 

 

 

 Aldersgate Easter Services 

              Sunday April 12, 2020 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service, Mt. Lebanon UMC (850 

Mt. Lebanon Road) 

9 a.m. Contemporary Service, Sanctuary 

11 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary 

2020 Lenten Series 
Services start at 7 p.m. 

February 26 Ash Wednesday 

  Chester Bethel United Methodist Church 

Address: 2619 Foulk Rd, Wilmington, DE 19810 

April 9   Maundy Thursday 

   

Address: 400 Hillcrest Ave, Wilmington, DE 19809 

April 10   Good Friday Service 

  Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

Address: 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803 

mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
rmnetwork.org
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Emily Green – Our New Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

On behalf of the entire Staff Parish Relations Committee, we are very excited to 
announce that Emily Green will become our Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries, officially joining the Aldersgate staff in June. Emily grew up in the  
United Methodist Church, attending Bel Air United Methodist Church in Harford 
County Maryland. 

Emily is set to graduate from Eastern University in May with degrees in both Youth Ministry and  
Psychology. Eastern University, near Philadelphia, has a national reputation for its Youth Ministry  
Department, and Emily has excelled in both of her degree programs. Over the past three years, Emily has 
also accumulated an impressive range of practical experience, including serving as a Youth and Family  
Ministries Intern at St. John’s Lutheran Church, working several summers as Program Staff and as a  
counselor at a United Methodist summer camp called West River Center, and dedicating free time to  
parachurch ministries, including serving as a Younglife leader and a CRU College Leader, and participating in 
Chrysalis and Mid-Winter Advance. Emily also served as President of Eastern University’s chapter of Psi Chi, 
the International Honor Society in Psychology. All this will serve Emily well as she leads the expansion of our 
youth programs into a broader, more dynamic ministry serving both youth and young adults. Most  
importantly, Emily displays a mature faith, a deep commitment to a calling into youth ministry, and an  
enthusiasm about serving the Kingdom of God. 
 
Some of you had an opportunity to meet Emily when she visited Aldersgate in January. As we await her  
official start date, we expect that there will be additional opportunities for Emily to visit Aldersgate and to 
get further acquainted with her new church family. We will keep you posted about any upcoming visits and 
ask that you join us in extending to Emily a warm welcome. 
 
We also want to express the SPRC’s appreciation to the search committee — Dave DiGiacoma (Chair), Stacie 
DiGiacoma, Brian Erskine, Vivian Gaz, and Sharon Owens.  They devoted countless hours and enormous 
effort to the search process, and its success is the result of the fantastic work they did. 
 
Mike Pittenger and Jennifer Pendley 
Co-Chairs, SPRC 

 

Annual Spring Concert 

Sunday, April 5th, 2020—7 p.m. 

Please join our Chancel Choir with orchestra for a beautiful 

concert to start Holy Week. 
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SUBMIT ORDERS BY SUNDAY, April 5, 2020 

Each plant is $12 
Completed forms and checks can be placed in MAILBOX #10 in the HUB! 

 

For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form 
in a pew envelope separate from your offering. Thank you. 

Given By: ___________________________________ Phone: _________________ 

# of Plants: _____ Total Amount Enclosed: ($12/plant): ___________________ 

 

_____ I WILL PICK UP MY LILY ORDER 

 

Plant #1:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #2:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #3:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #4:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Opportunities 2 

Lay Leaders 3 

Spring Faith Journeys 4 - 6 

United Methodist Women  7 

Finance Committee 8 

Youth Musical—The Little Mermaid Jr. 9 

Student and Children’s Ministries 10 - 11 

Life Celebrations 12 

Ecumenical Lenten Series—UPDATED 12 

Reconciling Ministries 13  

Lent and Easter Services 13 

New Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 14 

Lily Order Form 15 

Winter Worship Schedule 

Contemporary Service with Journey Band  in Auditorium at 9 a.m. 

Traditional Service in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

Traditional Service  with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Wednesday, February 26 at 7 p.m. -  
Ash Wednesday Service, Chester Bethel UMC 
 
Friday, March 6 at  7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7 at  2 p.m.  

 
 

 

Sunday, March 8  at 2 p.m. 

Aldersgate 

Youth Musical 


