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  A significant place where disciples are made 2019 

 Aldersga  e  

 Greetings Aldersgate Family! 
 
 
On Wednesday, March 6, we begin the season of Lent. This day is called Ash Wednesday. Its  
official name is “Day of Ashes,” so called because of the practice of rubbing ashes on one’s  
forehead in the sign of a cross. Since it is exactly 40 days (excluding Sundays) before Easter Sunday, 
it will always fall on a Wednesday—there cannot be an “Ash Thursday” or “Ash Monday.” The Bible 
never mentions Ash Wednesday—for that matter, it never mentions Lent. Lent is  
intended to be a time of self-denial, moderation, fasting, and the forsaking of sinful activities and 
habits. Ash Wednesday commences this period of  
spiritual discipline. Ash Wednesday and Lent are 
observed by most Catholics and some Protestant 
denominations. The Eastern Orthodox Church does 
not observe Ash Wednesday; instead, they start 
Lent on “Clean Monday.” While the Bible does not 
mention Ash Wednesday, it does record accounts of  
people in the Old Testament using dust and ashes as 
symbols of repentance and/or mourning (2 Samuel 
13:19; Esther 4:1; Job 2:8; Daniel 9:3). The modern 
tradition of rubbing a cross on a person’s forehead 
supposedly identifies that person with Jesus 
Christ.  So should a Christian observe Ash  
Wednesday? Since the Bible nowhere explicitly 
commands or condemns such a practice, Christians are at liberty to prayerfully decide whether or 
not to observe Ash Wednesday. If a Christian decides to observe Ash Wednesday and/or Lent, it is 
important to have a biblical perspective. Jesus warned us against making a show of our fasting: 
“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 
men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, 
but only to your Father, who is unseen”  (Matthew 6:16-18). We must not allow spiritual discipline 
to become spiritual pride. It is a good thing to repent of sinful activities, but that’s something  
Christians should do every day, not just during Lent. It’s a good thing to clearly identify oneself as a 
Christian, but, again, this should be an everyday identification. And it is good to remember that no 
ritual can make one’s heart right with God. My prayer for you is that this season of Lent will be one 
of deep and profound meaning and a means by which you become closer to God. 
 
 

Blessings to each of you! 
Pastor Chris 
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TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS 

BIG news about our HVAC  

project! 
  

Let the “H” in HVAC stand for Hallelujah!!!  Gus Teipelke, a long-
time member of Aldersgate, has donated a gift of $83,553.00 
which represents the full amount of the Auditorium portion of 
the HVAC project. This gift is given in memory of Gus’ wife, Ann, 
who is interred in our columbarium. 
 
  
Here’s a breakdown of the cost and current funding of the  
project. 
  
$465,000              Total cost of the HVAC replacement 
$118,000              Funds currently set aside (Bequest, Capital Reserve and Undesignated Memorials) 
$83,553                 Gift from Gus Teipelke 
$263,447              Total funds still needed to complete the HVAC project 
  

Would you like to help? Any gift counts and will be celebrated!   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case  

management support from professional staff in their search for gainful employment 

and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with families who graduate from the  

program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families secure housing in less 

than 60 days. Over 90% remain housed one year post-transition.  Aldersgate is just 

one congregation in the Interfaith Hospitality Network that makes this program  

possible by providing overnight accommodations and meals for 1 week, 4 times a year.  

Thank you to our compassionate volunteers who made Christmas a little bit brighter for our guests during our week of December 16th-23rd. 

Jessica, Luke, Ella, Alle Fresconi and Becky Bramley, Jason, Issac, and Westen Zerbey, Emily Warner, Luke Taber Smith, Betsy Diemer, Chris Burket, 

Preston Cooper, Kathy Daum, Brian, Karen, Olivia, and Juliette Erskine, The Judy Family, The Johnston Family, Laura Parrish, Nancy Hough, Pastor 

Don Godwin, The Davenport Family, Andy, Renee, Tyler and Audrey Shenk, Judy Morton, Moose Patrol Troop 67, Mark, MJ, Mia, and Ceilia  

Wichman, Sandy Poplos, Karen Ginn, Ned Landis, Mt. Lebanon UMC, Susan Schrank, Bonnie Rambo, Jen Xenakes, Marilyn Reiner, Shirley Rollins, 

and Delores Hall. 

Volunteers served as overnight hosts, cooked and served dinner for 12-24 people each night, drove the 15 passenger van to and from the Day 

Center, prayed for our guests and volunteers, played with our guests, served breakfast, donated food, inflated mattresses and transformed class-

rooms to bedrooms, did laundry, swept floors, wiped tables, and provided our guests with a safe and grace-filled environment to rest.   

The next opportunity to host is March 10-17th.  To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.  

Chili, Chocolate & Chopped Salad Winners  

Many thanks to all who again helped make our annual Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social such 

a fun evening in January. Congratulations to our grand prize winners:  

Barbara Bareford - Marshmallow Surprise Salad 

Tammy Baxter - Zippy’s Copycat Chili 

Tyler Ernst - Salted Caramel Chocolate Chip Cookie Bar, repeat winner (with a new entry).  

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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Lenten Bible Study 

2019 

March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 & 11 

Wednesday, March 6 

@ 7:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
501 Duncan Rd 

Wilmington, DE 19809-2394 
(302) 764-7488 

                  stmarksonline.org 

Guest Preacher: Bishop Peggy Johnson 

Sermon Title: Can You Keep a Secret? 

Deaf Bible Drama | Imposition of Ashes | Holy Communion 

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson is a native of Baltimore, Maryland and serves as the episcopal 

leader of the Philadelphia Area of the United Methodist Church, which includes the  

Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference and the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference. 

She received a Bachelor of Science degree from Lebanon Valley College, a Master of  

Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Wesley 

Theological Seminary.  Prior to her election to the episcopacy in 2008 she served as a  

pastor in the Baltimore-Washington Conference since 1980. Her churches included a  

4-point rural circuit in Frederick, MD, a suburban Baltimore congregation, a campus  

ministry at Galladuet University and for 20 years she was the pastor of the Christ UMC of 

the Deaf.  Bishop Johnson has a particular passion for ministry with people with disabilities 

and her years as the pastor of an all-Deaf congregation led her on paths of experience with 

not only the deaf and deaf-blind communities but also with those who have mobility,  

intellectual, and mental health challenges.  She is married to the Rev. Michael C. Johnson, 

a United Methodist pastor, and they have two adult sons, Peter and Gabriel.   

Pastor Chris Pennington at 

Aldersgate 

From Your Lay Leaders 
Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 

 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 
By the time you read this article, an extremely significant event will have taken place in the life of the United  
Methodist Church.  Because this article was written prior to it occurring, the result is unknown to us.  The event was 
the Special General Conference of the United Methodist Church held February 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri.  A vote was 
to be taken on at least three, and maybe more plans on The Way Forward, dealing with the Church’s approach to  
human sexuality, in particular, homosexuality.  Because the United Methodist Church is a worldwide church, there are 
a number of strong and conscientiously held views about what the Church’s approach should be to homosexuality, 
including ordination of practicing homosexuals, same sex marriage, and a range of other issues.  No doubt those views 
were represented at the Special General Conference.   
 
The United Methodist Church is a tremendous force for good in the world as it spreads its message of Jesus’ love.  
Please pray with us that whatever plan was approved by the delegates to the Special General Conference, the Church 
will emerge more unified, and full of stronger and more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Easter this year is Sunday, April 21st.  That means that the Lenten season is just around the corner.  Please look for 
notices for Pastor Chris’ Lenten Bible Study and for the Ecumenical Worship Services held in with other neighboring 
churches.  It is a great opportunity to share our faith as prepare for Easter with our friends in other churches and de-
nominations.       
 
Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship at all  
services.  We look forward to seeing you at church.  

http://www.stmarksonline.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Aldersgate Faith Journeys 

Spring 2019 

Children’s Sunday School Classes 

All Sunday School classes begin at 10:00 a.m. 

 

NURSERY ( Room 116 ) Led by Marina Chowdhury & Atiya Siddiqui 

This is an opportunity to have your child cared for while you spend an hour in an adult Bible study, getting into God’s word, 
good discussion, some fun, and fellowship, meeting folks that you may not even know. 
 
3 & 4 YEAR OLDS ( Room 112 ) Led by Sara Shock & Amanda Moyer 

This will be a fun time for your three and four year old children. They discover the love of Jesus through the Bible stories, games, 
and activities, together with all their friends ! We celebrate with singing and dancing at the end of each class. 
 
KINDERGARTEN & 1ST GRADE ( Room 111 ) Led by Kate Carlson & Amy Honisch 

During class we are introduced to the characters of the Bible, David, Sampson, Paul, and above all Christ ! The children 
are given a basic understanding who these characters are and their importance in our faith today. Plus there’s always time 
for some games, puzzles, and on occasion some crafts ! 
 
2nd & 3rd GRADE  ( Room 137 ) Led by Cheryl Beeson & Christy Pennington 

The third graders are presented with Bibles in September and we encourage the children to bring their Bibles to Sunday 
School. We start learning the books of the Bible, four books each week. They do a regular lesson in the Bible and then they 
act out the story in the lesson. Some weeks we do a craft or take part in a game. At Christmas we have an Advent Wreath and 
during Lent, ( Easter ), we have Resurrection Eggs, with discussion of the significance of each. 
 
4th & 5th GRADE  ( Room 132 ) Led by Sandy Anderson, Jake Gaz, & Jeff Walters 

This class typically starts out with the group reading a Bible story with each child taking a turn reading a verse so everyone 
is engaged. Then we discuss what we think it means, what it meant to the people of the time when it actually happened, and 
how the lesson can be applied to our own lives today. We have lively discussions. The teachers give the children lots of room 
to share their ideas and opinions. After all the learning we have puzzles, crosswords, word finds, etc., games and competi-
tions. 

 
 

Youth  Sunday School Classes 

 

Middle School                                             Led by Sharon Owens, Renee Schenk, Ray Pendley & Henry Daum 

             &     (meet in Student Center) 

Senior High School                                 Led by Janet Atwater & Judy Morton   

                                The Middle School, Junior High, ( 6th – 8th Grades ), and the Senior High, ( 9th- 12th Grades ), meet each 
week and explore a passage of scripture through interactive games, activities, and discussion. Come join us as we grow our faith 
and develop friendships while having a lot of fun !  
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Adult Sunday School Classes 

ALPHA to OMEGA  (Fellowship Hall) Led by Jack Smith 

We will be doing an interactive Bible study that involves in-depth study of Biblical themes and / or specific books of the Bible. 

We engage in lively conversation, share ideas and opinions, and address questions that come up during  discussion. Our class will 

look at various Old and New Testament stories that look at different aspects of a subject . 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP  (Room 136) Led by Susan Mammele 

This is an opportunity for those with intellectual and physical disabilities to come together and share in the great love that God 

has for everyone! 

GENERATION GO  (Room 236)                                                                    Led by Brian & Cheryl Merritt 

As the name implies, Generation Go caters largely to parents “ on the go,” however all are welcome to attend class. Brian and I 

typically choose 4 – 6 week long DVD based studies with a 10 – 20 minute video message which is followed by class discussion of 

the topic presented. Studies do not require any advanced prep, so drop in, visitors are always welcome ! We will begin our Lenten 

study of Max Lucado’s book “ He Chose the Nails,” beginning on March 17th, 2019. 

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  (Room 237)                                                                               Led by Ellie Kelly 

Each week we study the scripture on which the weekly sermon is based. If you attend the worship service at 

9:00 A.M., our class will serve as an extension of studying the scripture. If you attend our class before the 11:00 

A.M. worship service, then our class will serve as a preparation for worship. Hope you will come and join us ! 

 

Wednesday Evening Youth Group 

  IMPACT  (Fellowship Hall & Student Ministry Center)           7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.     Led by Adam West 

Our youth group is for youth in 6th through 12th grades. During Lent our group will meet at Aldersgate and travel as a group to the 

location of the evenings Ecumenical Service location ! 

 

Day Time Bible Studies 

CRAZY LADIES OF ALDERSGATE   ( Room 237 )                                     Led by Mary Jane Prince 

Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Fourth Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

 

Yes, we’re crazy ! Crazy for the Lord ! Crazy to learn more about living a Christian life ! We’re a fun group of women enjoy-
ing reading, studying and chatting. As we get close to the end of a study we all search for books that may be of interest to 
the group and we decide as a group what our next book will be. Contact Mary Jane Prince at 302-367-6955 or 
mjprince726@gmail.com. 

INVITATION TO PSALMS ( Room 137 )                                                     Led by Karen Covey 

           Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.   Starting April 23 

During this 10 - week Study we will experience a varied presentation of individual Psalm texts by using video 
segments. Listen to insights into specific Psalms presented by biblical scholars through an informal, roundtable 
conversation format. This study will help you make a deeper connection to the world of the Psalms and make a 
stronger connection between prayer practice and scripture. Please contact Karen to register . Study manuals 

for this course are $ 12.00 each. 

mailto:mjprince726@gmail.com
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Wednesday Evening Study 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY ( Room 237 ) Led by Dave DiGiacoma 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. to 8:30  p.m. 

This is a men’s group Bible study that meets throughout the year. We study various books of the Bible, not in any particular 
order. No experience with Bible study is needed. Cone out and join us for some good discussion, fun, and fellowship. All are 
welcome ! To begin your journey with these fellow travelers and searchers of knowledge, contact Dave DiGiacoma at 302-530-
9568 or digiacoma@msn.com, or just show up on Wednesday evening. 

Looking forward to seeing you ! 

Lenten Bible Study 

ENTERING THE PASSION OF JESUS   ( Room 237 )                      Led by Pastor Chris Pennington 

Starting Thursday, March 7       7:00 a.m.      11:00 a.m.           7:00 p.m. 

“ Although the Bible gives us insights into what Jesus was thinking between the time he entered Jerusalem and the night he spent in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, we can’t totally relate. But what if we look at the “ ordinary ” people who witnessed the Passion events 

…. The women around Jesus and his disciples ? Or the “ bad guys”…. Judas, Pilate, and Caiaphas ? If we look closely at the people 
who were part of Jesus’ life during the last days before the crucifixion – their relationships and roles in the story – how might 
that deepen our understanding of what happened ? “ During this six - week Bible study the author, Amy-Jill Levine, endeavors 
to help us fill in the blanks. Please contact Pastor Chris to register ! Study Guides are  $12.00 each. 

 

Upcoming Faith Journey Events 

EASTER EGG HUNT: Come on out and join us on Saturday, April 13  at 11:00 a.m. to Noon for our Easter Egg Hunt ! This 

event will begin at the playground entrance or in the church if it rains. Then we will go to the auditorium for games, crafts, soft 
pretzels, and to see the Easter Bunny ! This is great for families with children 10 years old and younger ! Bring your children, 
grandchildren, invite your friends and neighbors to come on out and have some fun.  
 

CONFIRMATION:  You are invited to attend the 10 a.m. Worship Service in the main Sanctuary on Sunday, April 28 in  

support of our youth who will be Confirmed and become a faithful member of the church ! They have studied the Methodist faith 
and will be professing their Christian faith publicly ! 
 
  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:Beginning June 17  Are you ready for an African adventure that engages the whole herd ? Then 

come out and join the adventure ! We will start at 9:00 a.m. and end at Noon each day ! Kids explore God’s goodness & celebrate a  
ferocious faith that powers them through the wild life ! Kids travel through field-tested rotations that reinforce relevant Bible Points ! 

VBS is for ( potty-trained ) 3 year olds to age 12 ! If you would like a music CD from VBS there is a suggested donation of $ 20.00 ! 
Volunteers are needed !  See the forms on pages 10 and 11 to register or volunteer. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

“Save the date for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner to support the Youth 
Mission Trip!  Back for one night only, Tuesday, March 5th from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Come enjoy breakfast for dinner on us.  We’ll be serving all-
you-can-eat pancakes, bacon, and sausage as well as gluten-free options. 
Monetary donations toward the Youth Mission Trip will be accepted.  
 
We hope to see you there!  

mailto:digiacoma@msn.com
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Soup-er Bowl Sunday - 
Final Score ALDERSGATE 
VS. HUNGER   
 
 
 
Aldersgate tackled hunger and filled the food pantries at Southbridge Neighborhood House, Brandywine 
Community United Methodist Church, and Jewish Family Services. THANK YOU to everyone who supported 
Hannah Circle’s Soup-er Bowl food drive. Final score: 2,361 cans of soup, 261 other food items.  

 

UMW Spring Program - Sunday, April 7, 12:30 p.m. , Aldersgate Auditorium   
Women and girls are invited to attend an afternoon of fellowship, food and fun. We will enjoy lunch of  
sandwiches and salad catered by Panera. Registration will be held in the Auditorium after all services on  
Sunday, March 24TH and Sunday, March 31st. Tickets are $2 for girls and $5 for women. Childcare will be  
available if requested by March 31. As a Spring service project we will be collecting disposable diapers, sizes 
2 through 4, containers of baby wipes or a cash offering to be donated to Southbridge Neighborhood House. 
Our program will be presented by storytellers Edde Fenimore and Marie Gormley-Tarleton  
presenting a Lenten - themed presentation of Mary and Martha.    

 

150 Years : This is the number of years that United Methodist Women have been working  to benefit  

women, children and youth. Look for more news about this 150 - year celebration in October as we  
participate in Aldersgate’s UMW Sunday.  March 23 is the Day of Giving to the United Methodist Women 
Legacy Fund. Visit   http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ to learn how you can help. 

Message from Pastor Anna Cottom 
During the last several months, I have experienced an illness that has prevented me from perform-

ing my duties and because of that my life has changed drastically.  With disappointment like this 

one wonders, “why?” We often think it is something we have done.  But I wonder is it something 

that God wants me to learn from this.  So, my question is ”God, what do You want me to learn from this?”  

There is never an easy answer to any question.  So, I reflected on the message of the “thorn in the flesh”  Paul asked 

God to remove that thorn at least three times.  Each time, the response was “My grace is sufficient.” Although, one 

expects that answer to be enough, in human thought process, I realize I don’t really understand what I’m supposed to 

do next.   I’ve learned that no matter what state I’m in, God provides.  I have learned that He has never left me nor 

forsaken me.  But mostly, I know that the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  

My hope is that you will realize the grace of God will keep you and provide for your every need.     

Thank you for your prayers and love.  

Pastor Anna  

Delivery Team - Thank You! 
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Finance Committee 

 

Who comprises the Finance Committee?  

 

 

The 2019 Stewardship Campaign - Aldersgate 
has over 650 member families of which  
approximately 160 have submitted pledges for 2019. Currently we have 22% fewer pledges than last year which 
amounts to about 18% less dollars. The good news is that the average pledge is up approximately 6%.  Remember that 
contributions make up over 70% of our total income.  We need your support!  

If you have submitted a pledge to share your blessings, ‘Thank You’.  

If you have not sent in your pledge please do so immediately.  If you need a pledge card, you will find some in the rack 
at the top of the stairs near the glass doors, outside the auditorium by the elevator and by the information desk. Con-
tact John Prince (john.prince@aldersgatede.org) to receive an electronic pledge form or a paper version. 

As of the end of January: 

• Contributions are 9% lower than last year. 

• Income is 4% lower than last year. 

• Expenses are 6% lower than last year which is a positive 

• The good news is the bottom line is a net loss of less than $3,000 for the fiscal year. With your help we can make 
this up. 

Electronic giving options: 

Online – Make a donation on our website: www.aldersgatede.org 
 

Text to Donate – Make a donation via Text message! 302-213-6168 

Of course, checks and cash are always preferred. 

Aldersgate is committed to being good stewards of your faithful contributions.  

Chair – John Prince (2020) 

Brett Landis (2019) 

Janeen Ernst (2019) 

Dorothy Whiteman (2019) 

Preston Cooper (2020) 

Dennis Snyder (2020) 

James Wang  (2021) 

Ferris Wharton (2021) 

Ex Officio: 

Pastor – Chris Pennington 

SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley 

Trustees – Tom Lugg 

Treasurer – 

Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl 

Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton 

What Should You Know About Reconciling Ministries? 

We know that our congregation has questions about why the Reconciling Ministries 
group was established at AUMC, and what we’re working toward, and maybe many  
other things. That’s why we have decided to make an information display and have 
members available during the hospitality time in the auditorium after worship services.  

Please watch for us beginning the first Sunday in March. In the meantime, join us in praying for the special General 
Conference on the Way Forward, Feb. 23 – 26, 2019. 

AUMC Reconciling Ministries members: Betsy Diemer, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joannne Smeltz, Nancy Hough, 
Anne Murray, Judy Morton, Cheryl Merritt, Don Moyer, Grace DiGiacoma, Adam West, Brian Merritt, Anna, Amy & 
Cathy Goodman, Linda Williams, Ellen Leonzio. 
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Presented by the Aldersgate Youth Players:  
 

 
 

Performances will be in the Sanctuary: 
 Friday, March 1st at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 2nd at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 3rd at 2 p.m. 

Admission is FREE - but donations will be gratefully accepted. 
The show is about 90 min. long including Intermission & suitable for ALL!  

 
WE’LL BE SELLING CANDY-GRAMS AGAIN THIS YEAR: 

Support your friends in the cast and crew with Candy-grams.  
Candy will be sold before the show and during Intermission on a cash basis. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
 

If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form below 
with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line.  All 
contributions are tax deductible.  Forms and checks should be given to Janet Atwater, placed in 
her box in the Hub, or mailed to her at: 

Janet Atwater, 2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA  19317 
 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
Name:  _______________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________ 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ] $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other ____ 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ] YES     [    ]  NO 

Rummage Sale Silver Polishing Service 
  
Unable to polish your donation of silver?  Laura Parrish will do that for 
you.  Contact her (302-477-1718) to arrange for pick up or  
delivery.  Silver needs to be received by Palm Sunday (April 14). 
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Student and Children’s Ministries 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, APRIL 13th  
11 a.m. - NOON 

RSVP: To register for this event, 
visit the church office or call (302) 

478‐2575 x118 or email  
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org . Volunteer to help and let us 
know how many children and ages attending by Saturday, April 6th. 

Great for families with children 10 

years old and younger. 
This event is an opportunity to share 

Aldersgate’s fellowship with the com-

munity, so bring a friend and your own 

EASTER BASKET to collect the eggs!  

Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt begin-
ning at 11a.m. at the playground entrance (or in the church if 
raining) then to the auditorium for games, crafts, Easter Bunny 
and soft pretzels!  

Vacation Bible School June 17 – June 21, 9 a.m. – Noon 

With a special program and Lunch on Friday, June 21, 11 a.m. and Service Sunday, June 23, 
9 a.m. 

Join us for Music, Wild Bible Adventures, KidVid Cinema, Imagination/Craft Station, Hungry Herd Cafe, Stampede 
Sports. Register (potty-trained) 3-12 year old children NOW! & suggested donation 
$20/family (Checks payable to Aldersgate Church) for a music CD.  

Place registration & volunteer form (note days you can help out – childcare  
available!) & donation in mailbox #7 in the church office addressed to: Sharon  
Jennelly, Director of Children’s Ministry, Aldersgate UMC, 2313 Concord Pike,  
Wilmington, DE 19803 Or FAX: 478 -1828 OR sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org 

2019 Vacation Bible School Registration 

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parents’ Names: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ Zip Code: __________________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________ 

Cell: __________________________________Work phone: _______________________________________________ 

Age: ___ Date of Birth: _____________ School: ________________________ Last Grade Completed: ______ 

Home Church: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Allergies or Medical Information: _____________________________________Other Concerns: ___________ 

Emergency Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Relationship: ___________________________________________ Phone: __________________________________ 

List the names of persons who may pick up this child from VBS: _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Waiver of Liability 

I know, understand, and appreciate the risks associated with participation in VBS and I am voluntarily enrolling my child in the activity. In doing so, the 
child is assuming all of the inherent risks of VBS. I further understand that in the event of a medical emergency, VBS will call EMS to render assistance 
and that I will be financially responsible for any expenses involved. In consideration of being permitted to be at VBS, on behalf of myself, my family, my 
heirs, and my assigns, I hereby release Aldersgate UMC, its agents, and its employees from liability for injury, loss, or death to the above-mentioned par-
ticipant while using any facility or equipment or in any way associated with participating in the activity of camp now or in the future, resulting from the 
ordinary negligence of VBS, its agents and employees. 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________ Date: _________ 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS- 

Require Background Checks & Safe Sanctuary Training www.aldersgatede.org (sign page 6.) 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 
 

Please place completed form in the church office (Hub), mailbox #7 Director of Children’s Ministry. Sharon Jennel-
ly and/or a VBS committee member will be contacting you. Any type of help is greatly appreciated. Please consid-
er and note which days of the week you can help for an awesome VBS experience for the children. 

I would like to help BEFORE VBS by: 

 

I would like to help DURING VBS as a: 

Preschool Leader or Assistant: Use provided books to prepare and lead/help the class. 

Bible Storytellers: Use provided books, dress up and involve the children in the story. 

Imagination Station/Craft Leader: Use provided books, collect supplies, prepare crafts/experiments, and work with kids. 

Music Leader: colead singing and movement station, and help with music in daily opening and closing. 

Snack Leader: Use provided books to plan, prepare, and serve snacks. 

Game Leader: Use provided books to prepare games and lead children in playing games. 

Crew Leader: (Needs to be a youth or an adult) lead a group of children from station to station, 

stay with group during opening and closing times, at dismissal, and release child to parent/guardian. 

Photographer/Spotlight VBS: Take pictures, download on lap top or print for boards and show them at the end of each day. 

Assembly Leader: Prepare and colead the opening and closing assembly for each day. 

Youth Assistant: Stay with the children and help in assigned area. 

Nursery Leader & Assistant: Help in the nursery with children from infants to 2 years old. 

Coordinate Friday’s Lunch: Help plan, prepare and or cleanup the lunch after Friday’s program. 

Registrar: Help with first day registration and guide children to their groups. 

I’m willing to help wherever I’m needed! 

Monday _____ Tuesday _____ Wednesday _____ Thursday _____ Friday _____ 

□ Praying for VBS  

□     Making phone calls and recruiting volunteers  □ Gathering supplies 

□ Coordinating the Youth Helpers  □ Decorating 

Youth Rally 2019… 
A few weeks ago, we took some of our students down to Ocean City, MD for The Rock Conference. This is put on yearly by the Bal-
timore Washington Conference. Normally, we attend Youth Rally, but this year there was a scheduling conflict. A huge thank you 
goes out to my adult helpers for spending a weekend in Ocean City with our students. These heroes are Sharon Owens, Judy Mor-
ton, and Chris Pennington. Also, the Harrington family was nice enough to allow us to use their home in Fenwick Island for the 
weekend. They helped make this weekend possible for our students.  All of the headline people for the event were wonderful. We 
were blessed by the music of Salvador. They led us in worship that was both English and Spanish. Even though most people in the 
room did not know Spanish they were able to lead us into a wonderful worship session. They allowed us to experience a worship 
service much like what I imagine happened at the day of Pentecost.   
We had the opportunity to hear Egypt Speaks a spoken word poet. She showed us a new style of worship. It was very apparent 
that her words powerful and full of emotion. She showed us some of the different ways that we can use our gifts to worship God.   
Ben Glenn was the speaker for the weekend. He was extremely funny and deep. The room seemed to hang on his every word. At 
the end of each sermon, he would paint a picture with chalk on a queen-sized sheet. When he was painting you could hear a pin 
drop in a room full of 5,000 middle and high schoolers.   
God spoke to our students this weekend in a variety of different ways. Thank you all for your prayers and support of our students 
as they spent a weekend in Ocean City. If you would like to experience a weekend like this, you can join us next winter at Youth 

Rally 2020 as a student or chaperone.      Adam 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
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James and Anne Lardear   March 14             27 years 

Frank and Amy Honisch     March 19             14 years 

Scott and Maria Phillips     March 20             20 years 

Kent and Karen Allaway    March 23             23 years 

Sara Schock and  

Bernard Lanoue      March 25            8 years 

Hal and Beverly Barker     March 30          34 years 

*  Please note, if your anniversary does not appear, please check with our 

membership secretary, Susan Schranck, to ensure we have your anniversary date 

in our system. 

 

Mary Lou Williams  February 11, 2019 

 

Robert Hanson   February 12, 2019 

Aldersgate’s Lead Team (aka Church Council or Governing Body) 
 

It’s been more than a decade since a small group of church leaders opened the UMC Book of Discipline and set about 
the work to revamp the structure of Aldersgate’s committees. The goal was to come up with an operating model that 
would require fewer bodies to lead Aldersgate into the future. The problem they attempted to solve was that of “too 
many rejections” when Aldersgaters were asked to serve 3-year commitments on various committees. The former 
structure, which included the Administrative Board required around 140 people to say yes. The new structure, which 
includes the Lead Team requires less than half that; or 65 when all roles are filled. The members of Aldersgate’s Lead 
Team (or Church Council or Governing Body, if you prefer) are:  
Sr. Pastor, Chris Pennington,  
Co-lay Leaders Ferris Wharton and Sharon Owens,  
GATHER Team Leader Henry Daum,  
GROW Team Leader Ellen Leonzio,  
GO Team Leader Jay Gladden,  
Director of Youth Ministry Adam West,  
President of Trustees Lynne Conlan,  
Finance Chair John Prince,  
Staff Parish Relations Committee Co-Chairs Mike Pittenger and Jennifer Pendley,  
Communications Team Chair Karen Erskine and  
Tri-Chairs Jim Lardear, Richmond Williams and Mary Jane Prince. 
 
The Lead Team meets on the 3rd Tuesday of most even months or additionally if there is pressing business. We are 
beginning to establish short and longer term goals for our church. While you will not be able to vote, we certainly  
invite your input to the process. You are invited to attend any or all of the meetings which will be held in room 237 on 
the following dates:  
 April 16           June ? - Charge Conference     July 16 (an exception)            October 15       December 17 
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Rummage Sale 2019 

Saturday, April 27 - 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

It’s time to look around for items you no longer need or want and pack up a Rum-
mage Sale Donation! We will gladly provide a tax receipt for you and may even be 
able to pick up your goodies. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter and around the church you can find more specific in-
formation about what sort of things you can donate. 

There are 2 scheduled pickup dates before the sale, which are:          March 9 and April 6 
 
If you, or a friend, would like a pickup for large items, please contact Chris Burket at cburket@gmail.com or 609-504-
3107. Include your name, address, phone number, and brief list of items. We’re unable to accept  
couches, mattresses, or tall file cabinets.  
 
You can also bring donations to the Panera side ramp on Saturday, April 20 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) or  
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday (April 22, 23, 24) between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.  
 
Many thanks to the folks who have agreed to lead an event again this year and to those who stepped up to be an event 
lead for the first time—Henry Daum will lead Tools / Sporting goods and Kyle Smith will assist Kevin Botbyl in Collectibles. 
There’s lot of work to be done and plenty of fun to be had, so join us this year as we  
prepare for sale day!  
 
Contact Mary Jane Prince (mjprince726@gmail.com / 302-235-8578) for more information. 
 

EVENT AREAS 

VINTAGE TREASURES /COLLECTIBLES—Mid-Century Modern, Clocks, Mirrors, “Odds & Ends” & Figurines, 
Special Collections, Paintings, China etc. 

UNIQUE BOUTIQUE—Jewelry, Fashion Accessories, etc. 

UNIQUE TOO—Unique and “interesting” adult clothing.* 

CHILDREN’S ITEMS —Toys, Clothing, Equipment, etc. (no stuffed animals, toilet equipment, cribs or car 
seats) 

SPORTING GOODS/TOOLS—Games, Equipment, etc. (no treadmills or steppers), all types of tools  
 
BOOKS/DVD’S/PUZZLES/GAMES —Movies, Games, Books (no encyclopedias or VCR tapes) 
 
HOUSEWARES/WHITE ELEPHANT/SMALL APPLIANCES/PLANTS—Kitchen items, linens, miscellane-
ous treasures ready for a new home. Holiday items. All types of small appliances. Only flat screen TVs 
accepted. Seedlings, vegetable, indoor and outdoor plants. 

FURNITURE/PICTURES/LAMPS/RUGS—In good condition. (No 3-cushion sofas, sofa beds/hide-a-beds, 
mattresses, large entertainment centers.) Smaller sofas and Loveseats OK. 

FOOD—Baked Goods - Breads, Cakes, Pies (Please bring donations on Friday noon to 5 p.m.) 
Breakfast & Lunch—Don’t miss this! 

 

* Please deposit your “not-so-special” adult clothing in the red receptacle near Pontes at the Rt. 202 exit. 

mailto:cburket@gmail.com
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CONTACTS FOR DONATION QUESTIONS and “TO VOLUNTEER”  
 

CO-CHAIRS: Mary Jane Prince (302-235-8578 / cell 302-367-6955) – mjprince726@gmail.com  

Maria Phillips (302-792-0930) / mcphillips121@verizon.net 

Chris Burket (cell 609-504-3107) —cburket@gmail.com 

 

ASSISTANTS: Pam Wright (610-358-2479 / cell 302-547-5139) – kywpcw@msn.com  
 Shirley Rollins (302-478-5155 / cell 302-463-8400) – paparollins@comcast.net 

 
********* 

CHILDREN’S ITEMS:  Amy Honisch (302-478-7877) —skateramy@hotmail.com 
           Nancy Hough (302-762-5321 / cell 302-593-7753) —houghnan74@gmail.com 

 

ANTIQUES: Bill Bareford (610-268-1397/ cell 302-584-2453)—wjbareford@outlook.com 
  Barbara Bareford (610-268-1397) —babz2010@outlook.com 

 

COLLECTIBLES:  Kevin Botbyl (302-690-5467—cell) – kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org  
  Kyle Smith (302-690-7979) —ksmith7499@hotmail.com 

 
BOOKS/DVD’S: Betsy Diemer (302-762-6759) – betsydiemer@comcast.net 
  Carolyn Fleckenstein (302-478-4633) / cell 302-584-3351) – frittsie39@comcast.net 

 

UNIQUE BOUTIQUE: Kitty Lugar (302-656-3308 / cell 302- 530-1036) – kittyannlugar@msn.com  

Penny Short (302-234-6704 / cell (302-593-1120) —pennysdancin@gmail.com 

 
HOUSEWARES/WHITE ELEPHANT/ SMALL APPLICANCES/PLANTS: Linda Williams (cell 302-530-7198) -lindafw19807@msn.com 

 

SPORTING GOODS/TOOLS: Henry Daum (302-652-8541 / 302-983-7834) - daumhf@comcast.net 

 

FURNITURE/PICTURES/LAMPS/RUGS:  Mark Wichmann (302-478-1017 / cell 302-668-8627) —mark.w.wichmann-1@dupont.com 

 

FOOD: Baked Goods— Kathy Daum (cell 302-690-2996) – daumhf@comcast.net  
               Jill McKeown (home 302-635-7628)—jillmckeown@msn.com 

 Breakfast/Lunch—Gary Poplos (Sandy Poplos cell 302-388-4514)—gapandsap@live.com /sandra.poplos@bsd.k12.de.us 

******** 

LOGISTICS: Chris Burket (cell 609-504-3107) –cburket@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNICATIONS/PUBLICITY:  Ken Wright (610-358-2479) – kywpcw@msn.com  
    Jim Lardear (302-478-7022) – ajlardear@verizon.net 

TREASURER: John Prince (302-235-8578 / cell 302-740-0192) – jmjprince@gmail.com 

 
PICKUP/SETUP/CLEANUP: Scouts, Goodwill, Chester Bethel UMC, AM Vets, Salvation Army 

 

TAX RECEIPTS: Chris Burket, Mary Jane Prince, Maria Phillips or any Event Chair 

 

CASHIERS & MARSHALS: Kelly Truitt (302-652-8702) – ogtruitt2@gmail.com 

mailto:mcphillips121@verizon.net
mailto:kywpcw@msn.com
mailto:paparollins@comcast.net
mailto:skateramy@hotmail.com
mailto:houghnan74@gmail.com
mailto:wjbareford@outlook.com
mailto:babz2010@outlook.com
mailto:kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org
mailto:ksmith7499@hotmail.com
mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
mailto:frittsie39@comcast.net
mailto:kittyannlugar@msn.com
mailto:lindafw19807@msn.com
mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
mailto:mark.w.wichmann-1@dupont.com
mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
mailto:jillmckeown@msn.com
mailto:gapandsap@live.com
mailto:sandra.poplos@bsd.k12.de.us
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
mailto:kywpcw@msn.com
mailto:ajlardear@verizon.net
mailto:jmjprince@gmail.com
mailto:ogtruitt2@gmail.com
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SUBMIT ORDERS BY SUNDAY, April 14 

Each plant is $12 
Completed forms and checks can be placed in MAILBOX #10 in the HUB! 

 

For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form 
in a pew envelope separate from your offering. Thank you. 

Name: ___________________________________    Phone: __________________ 

# of Plants: _____ Total Amount Enclosed: ($12/plant): ___________________ 

 

_____ I WILL PICK UP MY LILY ORDER 

 

Plant #1:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #2:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #3:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #4:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Trustee Happenings 2 

Lay Leaders 3 

Spring Faith Journeys 4 - 6 

United Methodist Women  7 

Finance Committee 8 

Reconciling Ministries 8 

Youth Musical—School House Rock Live 9 

Student and Children’s Ministries 10 - 11 

Life Celebrations 12 

Lead Team 12 

Rummage Sale 13 - 14 

Lily Order Form 15 

Winter Worship Schedule 

Contemporary Service with Journey Band  in Auditorium at 9 a.m. 

Traditional Service in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

Traditional Service  with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday, March 1 at  7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 2 at  2 p.m.  

 
Wednesday, March 6 at 7 p.m. - Ash Wednesday  
Service, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 
Sunday, March 10 at 2 p.m. - Arts at Aldersgate - 
Celtic trio—Willow Tree 

Sunday, March 3  at 2 p.m. 

Aldersgate 

Youth Musical 


