Aldersga e
2018

A significant place where disciples are made

What’s Hidden Within?

The Messenger

Will there be one final blast of snow before winter gives up its hold on the
region? I, as many of you know, am very happy to see several inches or
more fall. I never get the feeling that we have had winter if there is not at
least one storm that covers everything over with snow. Christy laughs at
me when I don’t consider it a proper snow if the tips of the grass are still
showing. I know I would have difficulty living in Florida or some other non
-snowy state. I am a winter person. This is not to say that I don’t like the
other seasons. I am always delighted to see the flowers bursting from the
ground around the church. It amazes me that bulbs can lie dormant for the entire winter and
then, by some miracle, know when to spring up. They get taller by the day and soon these new
sprouts will have buds that will form the beautiful flowers that we enjoy so much.
What is hidden dormant within you that can spring forth this season and become a beautiful
thing? Unlike flowers, we have to give these hidden treasures a nudge sometimes. In Corinthians,
Paul tells us that anyone who is in Christ is a new creation - just like the flowers that appear in the
springtime. I encourage you during this season of Lent to gaze hard into deep recesses of your
soul and gently nudge something within you to burst up through the ground of your life. Try
something different in your spiritual life. If you’re are accustomed to praying on a regular basis
and don’t do too much studying of the Bible, add that in. Take a step out of your normal comfort
zone and that might provide the impetus for your flowers—your hidden treasures— to grow.
There will be several different opportunities to worship in this Lenten season and I hope you will
join me in inviting God into our lives as we continue to celebrate and commit to the life of Jesus
Christ. That said, I’m asking each of you to put on your calendar the Maundy Thursday service at
Hillcrest-Bellefonte March 29 and the Good Friday service at Chester Bethel on March 30. I’m
even boldly asking you to potentially say “No” to something else in order to be with your church
family on those nights. I know lots of things pull at you and grab for your attention but our
spiritual journey is vitally important. These services will help complete the picture that began with
our Ash Wednesday service and culminate with our Easter celebration. Easter will mean so much
more to you as you deepen your faith walk and understanding of the life, death and resurrection
of our Lord.
Grace and peace to you...

Pastor Chris

Share The Journey.

Aldersgate Faith Journeys
!!!!

SIGN UP

!!!!

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the members of the “ Grow Team ” here at Aldersgate are looking
forward to some wonderful Sunday School classes, Bible studies, Group studies, and events this Spring. Our
only request is that you sign up and / or register for these various studies or groups so the leaders can be fully
prepared with the necessary materials for each class or group. If you wish to register for
Children’s Sunday School classes please call Sharon Jennelly through the church office at 302-478-2575.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children’s Sunday School Classes
All Sunday School Classes start at 10:00 A.M.

NURSERY (Room 116)

Led by Marina Chowdhury & Atiya Siddiqui
Consider the offering of our Nursery as an opportunity to have your child cared for while you spend an hour in an
adult Bible study, getting into God’s word, enjoying good discussion, fun, fellowship, and meeting folks that you may
not even know.

3 & 4 YEAR OLDS (Room 112)

Led by Jonathan Gladden, Sheena Gladden & Sara Shock
This will be a fun time for your three and four year olds! Hearing Bible stories, playing some games and making some
new friends!

KINDERGARTEN & 1ST GRADE (Room 111)

Led by Kate Carlson & Kim Hockenbrook
We continue to introduce the characters of the Bible - David, Sampson, Paul, and above all Christ to the children and
to give them a basic understanding who they are and their importance in our faith today. Plus there’s always time for
some games, puzzles, and on occasion some crafts!

2ND & 3RD GRADE (Room 137)

Led by Cheryl Beeson & Christy Pennington
The third graders are presented with Bibles in September and we encourage the children to bring their Bibles to
Sunday School. They start learning the books of the Bible, four books each week. They have a regular lesson in the
Bible and then they act out the story in the lesson. Some weeks we do a craft or take part in a game. At Lent, (Easter),
we have Resurrection Eggs, with a discussion of their significance.

4TH & 5TH GRADE (Room 132)

Led by Carey Cross, Cathy Goodman & Kristin Lefebvre
The class typically starts out with the group reading a Bible story with each child taking a turn reading a verse so
everyone is engaged. Then we discuss what we think it means, what it meant to the people of the time when it
actually happened, and how the lesson can be applied to our own lives today. We have very lively discussions. The
teachers give the children lots of room to share their ideas and opinions. After all the learning we have puzzles,
crosswords, word finds, etc., games and competitions.
.
Share the Journey
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Aldersgate Faith Journeys
Youth and Adult Sunday School Classes
MIDDLE SCHOOL (Student Ministry Center)
Led by Henry Daum, Sharon Owens, Ray Pendley & Renee Shenk

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL (Student Ministry Center)
Led by Janet and Peter Atwater & Judy Morton
The Middle School, Junior High, (6th-8th Grades) and the Senior High, (9th-12th Grades), meet each week and
explore a passage of scripture through interactive games, activities, and discussion. Come join us as we grow our
faith and develop friendships while having a lot of fun!

ALPHA to OMEGA (Fellowship Hall)

Led by Jack Smith

We will be doing an interactive Bible study that involves in-depth study of Biblical themes and / or specific books of
the Bible. We engage in lively conversation, share ideas and opinions, and address questions that come up during
discussion. Our class will look at various Old and New Testament stories that look at different aspects of a subject such
as faith, or hope, etc.

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP (Room 136)

Led by Susan Mammele

This is an opportunity for those with intellectual and physical disabilities to come together and share in the great
love that God has for everyone!

GENERATION GO (Room 236)

Led by Brian & Cheryl Merritt

We will be presenting DVD based studies throughout the Sunday School year. We encourage participation by
everyone and focus our discussions on the most important questions brought up in each study, including whatever
questions you may wonder about yourself.

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT (Room 237)

Led by Ellie Kelly

During our time together we study the scripture on which the weekly sermon is based. If you attend the
Contemporary Service, our class will serve as a great review – emphasizing key points in the scripture. If you attend
the Traditional Service, our class will serve as preparation for your worship experience.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wednesday Evening Youth Group
7:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

IMPACT (Fellowship Hall & Student Ministry Center)

Led by Adam West

This is for youth in 6th through 12th grades. There is time for fellowship, creative games, and a lesson each evening.
It’s very relaxed and is a great way to get to meet others in a less formal setting.

Share the Journey
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Aldersgate Faith Journeys
Day Time Bible Studies
CRAZY LADIES OF ALDERSGATE ( Room 237 )
Tuesdays 10:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. Led by Mary Jane Prince
Really, Crazy Ladies ? The name was “born“ from our first book study, Francis Chan’s, “Crazy Love,” and it stuck.
We’re a fun group of women who enjoy reading, studying, and chatting. We have studied many books and our
discussions have been lively to say the least. As we get close to the end of a study, we all search for books that may be
of interest to the group and we decide, as a group, what our next book will be, Majority rules ! Contact the facilitator,
Mary Jane Prince at 302-367-6955 or at mjprince726@gmail.com if you have any questions.

JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE ( Room 236 )
Tuesdays 10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. Led by Karen Moore
In this study we will be exploring Isaiah’s vision of faithfulness and hope in God’s plan and purpose for the created
order and the extent to which we can claim that vision as our own. The study manual we will be using also contains
materials for the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations. We will reserve those for future classes. The books will be $
13.00 each. Please contact Karen if you are interested.

Evening Bible Study
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.

Led by Dave DiGiacoma

This is a men’s group Bible study that meets throughout the year. The group meets in the homes of various
participants on a rotating basis, ( participants are not required to host ). We study various books of the Bible, not in
any particular order. No prior experience with Bible study is needed. Come out for some good discussion, fun and
fellowship. All are welcome ! If you are interested in joining these searchers of knowledge, contact Dave at
302-530-9568 or digiacoma@msn.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lenten Bible Study
24 Hours That Changed The World By Adam Hamilton
No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.
In the book, Adam Hamilton guides us through the last twenty-four hours of Jesus’ life. Each chapter is designed to
help the reader experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death in a way you have never done
before. This study is being offered on Thursdays in Room 237 at 7:00 A.M., 11:00 A.M., and 7:00 P.M., beginning on
February 15th thru March 29th, and will be led by Pastor Chris Pennington. If you desire to be a part of this study
please let Chris Know as soon as possible so he can order you a book. The book costs $ 12.00.

Mission Trip
This year our Youth Leader Adam West will be taking Aldersgate’s team to Providence, Rhode Island. They are
planning to lead a Vacation Bible School and possibly do some painting while there. They are hoping to work with
churches in the local community to help them reach the people of Providence. A few years ago, Providence was
named America’s most Godless city. If you are interested in giving support to the team this year it would be greatly
appreciated. The cost for each individual is $ 445.00. Please keep them in your prayers now as they prepare and also
during their mission. More information will be forth coming as the trip draws closer.

Share the Journey
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SUBMIT ORDERS BY SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH
Each plant is $12.00 (checks to Aldersgate UMC)
Completed forms and checks can be placed in MAILBOX #10 in the HUB!
For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form
in a pew envelope separate from your offering. Thank you.

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: __________________
# of Plants: _____

Total Amount Enclosed: ($12/plant): ___________________

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR LILIES AFTER WORSHIP SERVICES ON EASTER SUNDAY

Plant #1: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #2: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #3: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #4: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
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Recycle –
Make it a Priority

UNITED METHODIST MEN
March 20 Luncheon in Fellowship Hall
at 11:45 a.m.

When did you last
hear a great story?
Edee Fenimore, Story
Teller Extraordinaire,
will be the program for the Methodist Men’s March
meeting. She is a wife, mother, grandmother and
great grandmother whose fascination with stories
began many years ago and has continued throughout her careers as a teacher and a Presbyterian minister. Come hear about storytelling in various cultures around the world and listen to and discuss
two ancient tales.

The Methodist Men’s luncheon and meeting will be
Tuesday, March 20 at 11:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
This is a perfect time for fellowship and discussion.
Sign up in the hub or respond with your choice of
sub sandwich. Visitors and guests are encouraged.

Matthew Di Giacoma and Jonathon Gladden illustrate
how easy recycling can be.

Become a member of Aldersgate UMC!
Our next new member class is scheduled for
Saturday, March 24, 10 a.m. - noon. Childcare
available upon request. In this class we
will answer your questions about
Aldersgate and the United Methodist church,
give you a tour of the building, and introduce
you to the ministries and people in our
congregation. Please contact Cheryl Merritt,
Membership Coordinator, to reserve your
seat. newmembers@aldersgatede.org
Share the Journey

Chili & Chocolate &
One-Bite Snacks
Cook-off VIII
Winners:
Congratulations to Tyler Ernst for Best Chocolate!
Congratulations to Kyle Smith for both Best Chili and Best
One-Bite Snack!
Yet another sell-out crowd of 130+ enjoyed over 50 tasty,
homemade culinary creations, and had a ton of fun &
fellowship.

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, January 26, 2019, 5 P.M.
6
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From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

layleader@aldersgatede.org

How Did it Get to Be Lent Already?
Missed Ash Wednesday? There is still time to get into the Lenten spirit, by joining one of Pastor Chris’ Lenten study
groups, attending the Ecumenical Lenten series, coming to church each Sunday, and getting geared up for the excitement
of Holy Week! It all happens this month, there’s a lot packed into the 31 days of March! We pray that you make the most
of this special time in the church calendar.
Looking ahead to April, the Peninsula-Delaware conference is holding a second Way Forward Forum Event, here at
Aldersgate on Saturday, April 28 from 1 – 4 p.m. You may know that the Bishops created a Commission on a Way Forward
at the last General Conference in 2016, to present options for United Methodists to live together faithfully with differing
beliefs around the issues of human sexuality. The Commission has asked for our feedback and it has also come up with
some possible proposals.
As members and friends of the United Methodist Church, we are God’s temple and God’s Spirit lives in us! (1 Corinthians
3:16) To discern the movement of the Holy Spirit, we need to listen to one another as the Spirit speaks through us. We
hope many of you will find the time to attend this important gathering. It is a free event, but the conference asks that we
register in advance. Use this link to register: A Way Forward Registration or
https://pendel-reg.brtapp.com/AWayForward71

Arts at Aldersgate Concert

Next
SUP

Please join the Pennsylvania Flute Choir on
Sunday, March 18 at 4 p.m. In honor of Wom-

The next ‘SUP
will be Wednesday, March 21, when our church hosts
the final Ecumenical Lenten Service of the season.
Because of this, our favorite salad bar dinner will be
available from 5 – 6 p.m. and pause for the service.
When the service concludes, the salad bar will be
open again, until all have been fed (or by 8 p.m.) The
salad bar will be full of springy and leafy things along
with chicken and other protein options and many
choices of dressing! We will have a selection of
sweets to end the meal. You are welcome to come
before or after the service and attendance at the
service is optional.

en's History Month, the choir will highlight female
composers with various musical styles! Come learn
about these composers and be amazed at
the different types of flutes that form these
beautiful arrangements!
With conductor Scott Zeplin, The Pennsylvania Flute
Choir is an auditioned, community group formed in
2002 by flutist Georgia Dimaano. The choir has
grown from a one-time recital group to an active,
professional ensemble. Its 20+ members hail from
southeastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The
choir performs throughout the tri-state region for
engagements such as concert series performances,
weddings, religious services, private parties, and
music for special events. It also performs at regional
flute fairs and flute society events and
conventions. For more information, please visit the
group's website at www.paflutechoir.org

The outreach will be food pantry donations, including
cereal or healthy snacks or donations to the
Emmanuel Dining Room, which is where all
Ecumenical Service offerings are going this year.

Share the Journey
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Help Camp Pecometh with an In-Kind Donation
If you have used items that are in good working condition, we may be able to put them to good use at Camp Pecometh.
Right now, we have several specific needs:

Washers, dryers, refrigerators and push mowers.
We can never have too many of these. We use them mainly for the summer camp program, but now is a good time for us
to come pick them up, before the warm weather comes. Contact Bud-d Landing atbuddylanding@pecometh.org.

Nikon digital cameras, either the D3300, Coolpix B700 or Coolpix B500 for our Photography Camp.
Some of our campers are not able to afford a camera needed to get the full experience from this camp program.
Other items that we can always use are automobiles, computers and monitors, farm implements, golf carts that still have
a lot of use left in them. Thanks for thinking of us!
Contact Jack Shitama at jack@pecometh.org, if you have any of these items or you’d like to find out how you can help.

Help Needed
We are looking for volunteers to join the
Aldersgate Meals

on Wheels team!

Help

deliver meals to residents in Brandywine Hundred
one weekday a month. It only takes two hours and
is very rewarding. It is a wonderful opportunity to
share God’s love with those in need. If you are
interested in joining the
team, please contact Judy
Morton at
judymorton1@gmail.com
or 425-5222.

Share the Journey
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98th Annual Ecumenical Lenten Series
Worship at 6:00 p.m.
Light Lenten supper following
Feb. 21:

Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church
1406 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809
Very Reverend Father Stephen Hutnick
****** already held******

Feb. 28:

Chester-Bethel United Methodist Church
2619 Foulk Road, Wilmington, DE 19810
Reverend Karen Hoff

Mar. 7:

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
800-801 Lea Blvd., Wilmington, DE 19802
Reverend Father Volodymyr Klanichka

Mar. 14:

St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman Catholic Church
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807
Reverend Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman, VG

Mar. 21:

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803
Reverend J. Christopher Pennington

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday: Thursday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. at Hillcrest-Bellefonte (400 Hillcrest Avenue)
Good Friday:

Friday, March 30 , 7:00 p.m. at Chester-Bethel UMC (2619 Foulk Road)

Easter Sunday:

Sunday April 1 , 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Mt. Lebanon (850 Mt. Lebanon Rd)
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service at Aldersgate
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service at Aldersgate
NO SUNDAY SHOOL

Share the Journey
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Children’s Ministry Upcoming Events
Be a part of something that matters - our children! Contact Sharon to get involved!

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, March 24, 11 a.m.
Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11 a.m. at the playground entrance (or in the
church if raining) then to the Fellowship Hall for games, crafts, Easter Bunny and soft pretzels!

RSVP: To register the family for this event, visit the church office or call (302) 478‐2575 x118 or email
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org.Volunteer to help and let us know how many children and ages attending by
Saturday, March 17th, St. Patrick’s Day.

Great for families with children 10 years old and younger.
This event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the community, so bring a friend and your own
EASTER BASKET to collect the eggs.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Vacation Bible School "Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus"
Monday- Friday, June 18-22, 9 a.m.— Noon
Volunteers needed for all stations. Register all children (ages 3-10+) by emailing
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or calling (302) 478-2575.
We will also have a registration form on the website and at church.

Share the Journey
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Background Checks and the Safe Sanctuaries Policy
Page 6 of the Policy, the Safe Sanctuaries Participation Covenant Statement, needs to be completed before a person
works with our children and youth. Please go to www.aldersgatede.org, the Safe Sanctuaries page, download the
policy (or copies available at the top of the steps), sign page 6 and submit to Sharon or Adam so you are cleared to
work with our children and youth.

Aldersgate Preschool will be hosting the Nursery Kindergarten Association of Delaware (NKAD),
a professional organization for early childhood centers dedicated to maintaining high educational standards for young children. The requested and fascinating course, Sensory Processing
Challenges in Children by Therplay with Laurie Watkins, will be on Thursday, March 15, 7-9 p.m.
You may come earlier as Aldersgate Preschool will be having classroom tours 6:30-7 p.m.
Questions? Contact Director, Sharon Jennelly.

Student and Children’s Ministries
We have once again reached the season of Lent as we journey towards Easter. Perhaps
you’re considering giving up or adding something to your daily schedule during Lent this
year in order to make experiencing Easter a more impactful experience. Many of our
youth have chosen to fast from something this season and others have chosen to add in
something. At Impact the week prior to the start of Lent we discussed Jesus’ time in the
wilderness where he fasted for 40 days and nights. At the end of the lesson, our students
were challenged to consider fasting from something this Lent, and if they wished they
were welcome to draw a symbol of what they would be giving up on the chalk wall
outside of the Student Ministry Center. If you’ve decided to also fast from something
year, it might be helpful to know that some of our students are making this spiritual journey alongside you. Some of
them are giving up social media, others are giving up chocolate, and others are adding something to their daily
schedule. Please be in prayer for our students as they make this journey towards Easter. Also, feel free to head
down to the Student Ministry Center and check out their artwork.

Adam West

Share the Journey
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Presented by the Aldersgate Youth Players:

Performances in the Sanctuary:
Friday, March 2nd at 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 3rd at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 4th at 2 p.m.
Admission is FREE -

but donations will be gratefully accepted.

The show is about 90 min. long including intermission & suitable for ALL!

NEW THIS YEAR:

Support your friends in the cast and crew with Candy-grams. Candy will
be sold before the show and during intermission on a cash basis.
______________________________________________________________________

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program

If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form below
with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line. All
contributions are tax deductible. Forms and checks should be given to Janet Atwater, placed in
her box in the Hub, or mailed to her at:
Janet Atwater, 2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA 19317
______________________________________________________________________

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________
Amount Donated: [ ] $25 [ ] $50 [ ] $100 [ ] $250 [ ] Other ____
May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?

[

] YES

[

] NO

Janet Atwater, 2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA 19317

______________________________________________________________________

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program

Share the Journey
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Psalm 23 - For the Work Place
A message from Pastor Don

March
Bruce and Liz Monroe

The Lord is my real boss, and I shall not want.

March 2

50 years

He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me.
He gently reminds me to pray and do all things withoutmurmuring or complaining.
He reminds me that He is my source and not my job.
He restores my sanity everyday and guides my decisions
that I might honor Him in all that I do.
Even though I face absurd amounts of e-mails, systemcrashes, unrealistic deadlines, budget cutbacks, gossiping
co-workers, discriminating supervisors and an aging body
that doesn't cooperate every morning, I still will not stop--for He is with me!

Mary Zerbey
Dorothy Bergman
Barbara Covey Angell
Beverly Lewis
Joyce Stusvick

February 12, 2018
February 7, 2018
January 10, 2018
January 24, 2018
January 8, 2018

(mother of Diana Vandenbraak )

“Meet Me at the Gate”
By the Worship Committee

His presence, His peace, and His power will see me
through.

You are invited to meet your friends and fellow
worshipers at the Gate, Aldersgate’s new café venue, on
Sundays March 11, 18, and 25! On these Sundays, the
Gate will be open in the narthex before, during, and after
each service to offer coffee, snacks, and fellowship,
under the guidance of the Fellowship and Worship
Committees.

He raises me up, even when they fail to promote me.
He claims me as His own, even when the company
threatens to let me go.
Surely His Faithfulness and love is better than anybonus check.

We are opening the café on a trial basis. The goals are
to make the traditional coffee hour accessible to all, to
create additional space in the auditorium, and to offer
opportunities for fellowship to persons attending all
services. We can enjoy refreshments in the narthex or in
the auditorium, where there will still be tables for those
who want to snack and visit. We will not bring food or
drink in the sanctuary.

His retirement plan beats any 401K there is.
When it's all said and done, I'll be working for Him a
whole lot longer and for that---I will bless His Holy Name!

During and after the Gate café’s hours, we will be seeking
your feedback on the idea, as well as suggestions for
modifications. Look for the Gate on March 11, and be
ready for a new experience!

Messenger Articles

Dear church family,

Articles for the Messenger are usually due on the 15th
of each month. Articles can be emailed to
messenger@aldersgatede.org or to Preston Cooper
(maryandpres@gmail.com) or Kathy Daum
(daumhf@comcast.net).

Thank you for the support you demonstrated
during my recent illness. Thank you for the visits,
altar flowers, cards, and good wishes.
Charles Pierce
Share the Journey
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Soup-er Bowl Sunday - Final Score ADERSGATE VS. HUNGER
Aldersgate tackled hunger and filled the food
pantries at Southbridge Neighborhood House,
Brandywine Community United Methodist
Church, and Jewish Family Services. THANK
YOU to everyone who supported Hannah
Circle’s Soup-er Bowl food drive. Final score: 2,601 cans of soup, 239 other food
items and over 180 reuseable bags were collected! We met Pastor Chris and Jay
Gladding’s challenge of collecting over 2,500 cans of soup and thereby earned the
privilege of watching the two of them dance the “Can-Can” while getting doused
with Gatorade at the Shrove Tuesday SUP Dinner.

Sarah Circle Easter Eggs for Sale!
Butter cream, peanut butter, coconut cream, and chocolate pecan
eggs will be available after all church services on March 18th and 25th . Price is $8 for a half-pound
egg made with lots of love (we won’t mention the sugar). Proceeds from egg sales support United
Methodist Women’s missions for women and children. Pre-orders will be accepted (but are NOT
required) at https:// eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/umw-easter-egg-preorder/

UMW Spring Program - Sunday, April 15th, 12:30 p.m. , Aldersgate Auditorium
Women and girls are invited to attend an afternoon of fellowship, food and fun. We will enjoy lunch of sandwiches
and salad catered by Panera. Registration will be held in the Auditorium after all services on Sunday, March 25 and
Sunday, April 8. Tickets are $2 for girls and $5 for women. Childcare will be available if requested by April 8th . We will
be collecting disposable diapers, sizes 2 through 4, and containers of baby wipes to be donated to Southbridge Neighborhood House. Our program will be presented by The Imagination Players. The Imagination Players are talented area children and teens (ages 7 to 18 years of age) who use
song and dance to entertain families in the Delaware area. A portion of all proceeds
generated by The Imagination Players will benefit local, national and international charities, especially those which benefit children and families.

Many hands made the Souper Bowl Drive successful.
Thank you all for your support and SOUP.

The soup delivery team: Front: Kathy Daum. Barbara Buckley, Judy Morton,
Rachel West, Donna Ruggiero, Stacie Di Giacoma, Debbie Pittenger, Ken Roth,
Back: Pastor Chris, Dave Benfer, Bob Reis, Kevin Botbyl, Caroline Reis, Tucker
Ellis, Nancy Hough, Henry Daum, Chris Ruggiero, Adam West

Share the Journey
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Rummage Sale Update
√ Twenty percent of the net proceeds from this sale will go to Family Promise of Northern New Castle County.
The balance of the funds will be held for unbudgeted trustee projects to maintain and enhance our church
property.

√ The last donation pickup will be on Saturday, March 17. Please call Chris Burket (609-504-3107) to get on
the schedule.

√ New leaders for the Children’s & Furniture Events have stepped forward! You will find a new list of event
leaders on the next pages. Many thanks to Mark Wichmann who agreed to learn the ropes in Furniture and to
Amy Honisch & Nancy Hough who will co-chair the setup work in the Children’s event prior to the sale. Many
thanks to those who have experience and are willing to teach the new leaders – That’s you, Susan Reader &
Heather Burket!

√ Please join us on Saturday, March 31 at 9 a.m. when we will be unpacking boxes that have been donated by
generous donors over the year. There will also be a crew of guys with strong backs gathering up furniture and
other larger items and bringing them to church. Here’s the schedule for the prep work that will be done the
week after Easter:

√ Sorting, cleaning, repairing, and pricing will happen daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on:
Monday, April 2 * Tuesday, April 3 * Wednesday, April 4

√ More sorting, shining, organizing and cleaning up happens on Thursday and Friday so we are ready for the
community to arrive early on Saturday morning!

√ One of the most crucial times for help is once the sale has ended on Saturday, April 7, after 2:30 and the
church building is cleared of leftover items and readied for Sunday School the following day. With many
hands this hard work goes quickly, and we hope you will show up eager and ready to help!

√ Won’t you consider joining the fun any time listed above when you have a few spare minutes? Many hands
make light work and we all benefit! If you want to bring friends, they are more than welcome and will gladly put
them to work. For those with community service requirements for school, we will provide confirmation of
volunteer hours worked.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News from the Unique Boutique
We are now accepting jewelry donations in advance of the Rummage Sale! If you have costume or fine jewelry to donate,
please contact Kelly Truitt at 302-652-8702.
Also, the Unique Boutique Too needs your interesting/trendy clothes and accessories, which can be donated during
Rummage Sale week. Thank you!
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ALDERSGATE’S ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

Saturday, April 7 from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Drop-off donations at the Fairfax “RAINBOW ROOM” entrance:
•

Saturday, March 31 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Monday, April 2 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

•

Tuesday, April 3 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

•

Wednesday, April 4 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

EVENT AREAS
ANTIQUES /COLLECTIBLES—China, Clocks, Mirrors, “Odds & Ends” & Figurines, Special Collections, Paintings
etc.
UNIQUE BOUTIQUE—Jewelry, Fashion Accessories, etc.
UNIQUE TOO—Unique and “interesting” adult clothing.
CHILDREN’S ITEMS —Toys, Clothing, Equipment, etc. (no stuffed animals, toilet equipment, cribs or car
seats)
SPORTING GOODS/TOOLS—Games, Equipment, etc. (no treadmills or steppers), all types of tools

BOOKS/DVD’S/PUZZLES/GAMES —Movies, Games, Books (no encyclopedias or VCR tapes)
HOUSEWARES/WHITE ELEPHANT/SMALL APPLIANCES/PLANTS—Kitchen items, linens, miscellaneous
treasures ready for a new home. Holiday items. All types of small appliances. Only flat screen TVs accepted.
Seedlings, vegetable, indoor and outdoor plants.
FURNITURE/PICTURES/LAMPS/RUGS—In good condition. (No 3-cushion sofas, sofa beds/hide-a-beds,
mattresses, large entertainment centers.) Smaller sofas OK.
FOOD—Baked Goods - Breads, Cakes, Pies (Please bring donations on Friday noon to 5 p.m.)
Breakfast & Lunch—Don’t miss this!
Please deposit your “not-so-special” adult clothing in the red receptacle near Pontes at the Rt. 202 exit.

Stop by to help sort and prep donations anytime we are working at the church. Hours are noted above.
This is a very special time of laughs, fun, fellowship and yes, a bit of hard work! Be part of the event!
Thanks to Mt. Lebanon UMC, St. Mary Magdalen for the loan of tables for our sale.
A huge THANK You to the scouts of Troop 67 and their parents who help with the heavy lifting!
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CONTACTS FOR DONATION QUESTIONS and “TO VOLUNTEER”

CO-CHAIRS:

Mary Jane Prince (302-235-8578 / cell 302-367-6955) – mjprince726@gmail.com
Chris Burket (cell 609-504-3107) —cburket@gmail.com

ASSISTANTS:

Pam Wright (610-358-2479 / cell 302-547-5139) – kywpcw@msn.com
Shirley Rollins (302-478-5155 / cell 302-463-8400 – paparollins@comcast.net

CHILDREN’S ITEMS:

ANTIQUES:

Amy Honisch (302-478-7877 / cell 302-299-0955)– skateramy@hcomcast.netotmail.com
Nancy Hough (302-762-5321 / cell 302-593-7753)– houghnan74@gmail.com
Heather Burket (cell 609-504-3112) – hkaten@gmail.com

Bill Bareford (610-268-1397/ cell 302-584-2453)– wjbareford@outlook.com
Barbara Bareford (610-268-1397) – babz2010@outlook.com

COLLECTIBLES: Pam Wright (610-358-2479 / cell 302-547-5139) – kywpcw@msn.com
Barbara Lugg (302-479-2550 / cell 302-528-8722) – bjlugg@comcast.net
BOOKS/DVD’S: Betsy Diemer (302-762-6759) – betsydiemer@comcast.net
Carolyn Fleckenstein (302-478-4633) / cell 302-584-3351) – frittsie39@comcast.net
UNIQUE BOUTIQUE:

Kitty Lugar (302-656-3308 / cell 302- 530-1036) – kittyannlugar@msn.com
Penny Short (302-234-6704 / cell (302-593-1120) - pennysdancin@gmail.com

HOUSEWARES/WHITE ELEPHANT/ SMALL APPLICANCES/PLANTS:
Linda Williams (cell 302-530-7198) - lindafw19807@msn.com
Sandy & Kirk Anderson (302-478-6859)
Sandy (cell 302-383-7636) — anderson.sandy65@yahoo.com
Kirk (cell 302-383-7638) – ksjkm@aol.com
SPORTING GOODS/TOOLS: Don Rollins (302-478-5155 / cell 302-463-2050—paparollins@comcast.net
Rex Palmer (302-299-2718)— williamrexpalmer@gmail.com
FURNITURE/PICTURES/LAMPS/RUGS:
Mark Wichmann (302-478-1017 / cell 302-668-8627)—mark.w.wichmann-1@dupont.com
Don Moore (302-235-8554)—lndmoore@comcast.net
FOOD: Baked Goods— Kathy Daum (Cell 302-690-2996) – daumhf@comcast.net
Jill McKeown (home 302-635-7628)—jillmckeown@msn.com
Breakfast/Lunch—Gary Poplos (Sandy Poplos cell 302-388-4514) —gapandsap@verizon.net

LOGISTICS:

Chris Burket (cell 609-504-3107) –cburket@gmail.com
Don Moore (302-235-8554)—lndmoore@comcast.net

COMMUNICATIONS/PUBLICITY: Ken Wright (610-358-2479) – kywpcw@msn.com
Jim Lardear (302-478-7022) – ajlardear@verizon.net
TREASURER:

Lynette Kenton (302-478-2575) lynette.kenton@aldersgatede.org
John Prince (302-235-8578 / cell 302-740-0192) – jmjprince@gmail.com

PICKUP/SETUP/CLEANUP: Scouts, Goodwill, Chester Bethel UMC, AM Vets, Cancer Federation, Salvation Army
TAX RECEIPTS: Don Moore (302-235-8554) – lndmoore@comcast.net
CASHIERS & MARSHALS: Kelly Truitt (302-652-8702) – ogtruitt2@gmail.com
Share the Journey
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March Happenings
March 2, 3, 4 - Youth Musical—Madagascar Jr.
March 18 - Arts At Aldersgate - Pennsylvania Flute Choir
March 21 - Ecumenical Lenten Service and SUP
March 24 - Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday Worship Services
9:00 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service,
Auditorium
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service,
Sanctuary

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Aldersgate Faith Journeys

2,3,4

Easter Lily Order Form

5

United Methodist Men

6

Caring for Creation

6

Lay Leaderss’ Message

7

Arts at Aldersgate

7

Ways to Help

8

Lenten and Easter Service Schedule

9

Student and Children’s Ministries

10,11

2018 Youth Musical - Madagascar

12

Life Celebrations

13

United Methodist Women

14

Rummage Sale

15 - 17

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

