Lent

March

Aldersga e
A significant place where disciples are made

2017

The Messenger
Share The Journey.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now I'm found,
Was blind, but now I see.
(John Newton, 1725-1807)

The gift of forgiveness is often best appreciated by those who need it the most. The
Reverend John Newton experienced this truth firsthand. His tombstone tells the story:
"John Newton, clerk, once an infidel and Libertine, a servant of slavers in Africa, was, by
the rich mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, reserved, restored, pardoned, and
appointed to preach the faith he had so long labored to destroy." These words were written
by Newton himself, a testimony to God's transforming power. After years as a hardened
slave trader, that "wretch" met Jesus Christ and abruptly turned to defend the gospel he had
so long despised. Throughout Newton's years of ministry, God's amazing grace remained
central to Newton's thinking. When it was suggested he retire (at age eighty-two!) due to
poor health and a failing memory, he responded, "My memory is nearly gone, but I
remember two things: that I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a great Savior!" (from The
One Year Book of Hymns)
I pray that as our season of Lent begins and progresses that you are able to remember that
God is with you no matter what is going on in your life and that we shouldn’t tell God how
big our storm is, but rather, we should tell the storm how big our God is!
Blessings,

Pastor Chris

United Methodist Men
Luncheon & Program

aldersgatede.org refreshed

Tuesday, March 21, in Fellowship Hall
Lunch at 11:45 a.m. – Program follows

The Communications Team recently hit
the "refresh" button and launched a new
responsive version of the church's
website at aldersgatede.org. The site is
designed to allow users to move
seamlessly across mobile, tablet and
desktop devices. Included in the redesign
is an enhanced navigation, along with
new pages to help you stay connected.

The UMMen will meet for lunch at 11:45 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 21 in Fellowship Hall featuring a program about New
Castle County Reads. Our speaker will be Pat Birchenall; she is
a member of the NCC Reads Committee and Manager of the
Newark Free Library.
The NCC Reads annual event started in 2005 encouraging
readers throughout the county to read the same book at the
same time and creating opportunities for community
discussions. Beginning in 2010, the series began to feature an
author talk at St. Mark's High School so that increasing numbers
of community members and book groups could enjoy not only
reading the book, but also hearing the featured author. Each
year since then, this highlight event has attracted more than
500 people to a free presentation by talented writers and an
opportunity to meet the author during book signings. As
participation expanded, the author talk moved to the Chase
Center On The Riverfront in 2015. The 2016 author was Daniel
James Brown speaking on The Boys in the Boat. The 2017 event
will feature The Twelve Tribes of Hattie by Ayana Mathis on
April 26. Over 50 area book groups are part of the NCC Reads
experience.
Make your reservation for UMMen on March 21 in the Hub,
respond to the One Call invitation or email to
UMM@aldersgatede.org and select the sub sandwich you wish
(ham, Italian, roast beef or turkey).

If you are looking to find out about
upcoming events taking place at the
church, you can bookmark the Events
page at
aldersgatede.org/connect/events.
Or, if you're looking to get involved, you
can find your next opportunity to serve
at
aldersgatede.org/donate/volunteer.
You can also continue to use the website
to watch or listen to our recent sermons,
access copies of our newsletter and learn
more about our ministries for children,
youth and music.
As always, your feedback is welcomed
at web@aldersgatede.org and you can
continue to follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/AldersgateDe.

SAVE THE DATE! APRIL 30, 2017
Earth Day/Creation Care/Native American Sunday
ALL MEMBER OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES, 10 a.m.

(see Sunday bulletins for more info)
Share the Journey
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From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

How Did it Get to Be Lent Already?
We want to thank you for coming out to celebrate Shrove Tuesday with us. We hope that you enjoyed the
pancakes as well as all the festivities. We know the youth appreciate your support for their mission trip to
Boston, Massachusetts. We could not put on the SUP dinners without the help of our volunteers and
appreciate their hard work.
Also, thanks for your support as you shared the Peninsula Delaware conference Prayer Vigil for the Way
Forward. We know that some of you had difficulty getting on the UMCprays.org site. If you have any
comments on the vigil that you’d like to share, please let us know. We continue to pray for you. Feel free to
contact us with any concerns. Join us in celebrating the days of Lent, including Ash Wednesday, the Lenten
study sessions, the Wednesday night services, and the events of Holy Week.

The next ‘SUP will be from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday, March 20, the First Day
of Spring! The menu will include a salad bar full of springy things! Watch the
Worship Folder for more information about this meal.

STUDENT MINISTRY
The first weekend in March is a very busy weekend for Aldersgate. It’s the weekend when our students
and parents see all of their hard work take the stage. It’s the weekend of the youth musical. Our students,
parents, and volunteers have spent a lot of their time at church on practicing songs, lines, and footwork.
I love seeing students show off their God-given talents in the youth musical. Students are even involved
behind the scenes in this production. To all of you who worked so hard on this year’s musical,
congratulations on a job well done. I hope that this musical will be a springboard for you to continue to use
your variety of gifts in the life of the Aldersgate community!

Speaking of community, this was a common theme in the Sunday school lessons
in the Student Ministry in February. Our Sunday school lessons used that
week’s lectionary as the text. The lectionary focused on community as we
studied the Sermon on the Mount and Leviticus 19. The lectionary seemed to
really make a profound impact on our students, teachers, and myself. I’m
looking forward to watching as we continue to study the lectionary into the
powerful season of Lent.

Adam
Share the Journey
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Reflection of Lent
Rev. Anna Cottom
The season of Lent leading up to the day of the
Resurrection gives us time to reflect on the importance of
the Cross. Not that the cross is the important thing but
what happened because of the crucifixion. Most of us
realize that the death and resurrection is the most
significant event in the history of the world. In other
religions, there are numerous theories and practices that
do not resonate with Christianity. But, we who are
Christian know the significance of faith in the Son of God,
the triune Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
When it comes to Easter, some believe the festival is
about the Easter bunny, and spring. But, the celebration
of the Risen Lord, the Savior of the world is not about the
frivolity of a festival. It is a sacred time but not a solemn
mournful time in which our celebration is about the
expectation of eternal life with the ONE who came to save
the world. This means the season of Lent from Ash
Wednesday to Palm Sunday is a time penitence. We have
been forgiven for our sins through the blood of Jesus the
Christ. Through God’s prevenient grace we who were
once without hope, now have hope. As we began to
realize the presence of the LORD who created the world
and all that is in it, we understand that it is not an accident
that we are here. We have a purpose and HE has a plan for
our lives.
Jeremiah 14:Now the word of the LORD came to me
saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
And before you were born I consecrated you; I have
appointed you a prophet to the nations."

This what we call justifying grace. This means we are
made righteous because of a relationship with the Lord.
The believer who has accepted HIM as personal Savior is
made righteous not because of what we do, but because
of HIS will. Not everyone who believes is a child of God.
People can believe but not receive.

Ultimately, we are moving on to sanctification or
perfection. Prevenient, justifying and sanctification are
confirmation of the grace of God. And, despite our
imperfection He calls us HIS children.
Now, we have a goal.
The objective is to live righteous. The means is to give
up all that is not of God.
And, the goal is to live eternally with Jesus the Christ.
Some of you have asked me why I refer to Jesus as the
Christ and not Jesus Christ. Christ is the Messiah, the
anointed one. In the time before Jesus several people
were considered anointed. And in fact, many were chosen
but none were deemed to be the ONE. That is until God
sent His only begotten Son into a sinful world to save a
wretch like me.
My final point is ARE YOU SAVED? Have you accepted
Jesus as your LORD and Savior? That doesn’t mean do you
attend church. It means do you know Him?
I confess, I always knew about Him, but now I really KNOW
HIM. I am still in the process of discovery.
Everyday new mercies I see.
Lamentations 3… I have hope:
22 Because of the LORD’s gracious love we are not
consumed, since his compassions never end.
23 They are new every morning—great is your
faithfulness!
24 “The LORD is all I have,” says my soul, “Therefore I
will trust in him.”
Everyday my eyes are open to the reality of the LORD’s
presence in my life.
Every day I look up and know there is a God that is my
LORD and SAVIOR.
Psalm 121 (NKJV) I will lift up my eyes to the hills—
From whence comes my help? My help comes from
the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.

Easter is a festival, but the Sunday of the resurrection is
the day of celebration. We serve a risen Savior who’s in
James 2:19 (NKJV) 19 You believe that there is one God.
the world today.
You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!

Share the Journey

4

March 2017

ARE WE CALLED TO OPPOSE ENVIRONMENTAL AND RACIAL INJUSTICE?
Based on an interview with Youth Ministry Director Adam West
by Susan Schranck and Lorraine Fleming
The Dakota Access Pipeline is in the headlines again. It has become an environmental
and cultural flash point. What are the issues? The proposed pipeline has united a number of different
interest groups; but the Standing Rock Sioux are at the center of the opposition, joined by dozens of other
tribes. Thousands of people, including many United Methodists, camped on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
land for several months to protest the 1,172 mile pipeline and stand in solidarity to protect water supplies.
The Army Corp abandoned an alignment north of Bismarck, North Dakota due to drinking water issues but
then planned to run the line within 500 feet of the Standing Rock reservation and under Lake Oahe, a
sacred site, and across the Missouri River half a mile from the reservation. The pipeline would carry
600,000 barrels of crude oil a day from North Dakota through the mid-West. A spill could contaminate the
water supply not only for the Standing Rock people but for some 20 million people downstream.
In December 2016, the Army Corps declined to issue the necessary permit for the pipeline to pass under
Lake Oahe, and President Obama ordered an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to be done by the
Corps—an interim victory for the “water protectors.” In preparing the EIS the Corps is required to
investigate other alignments and to hold public hearings and allow a public comment period. In January
President Trump signed an Executive Order to expedite the process noting that he wants the pipeline built.
Meanwhile the Corps is forcefully removing everyone from the camps.
Why does the United Methodist Church care about this issue and why should Aldersgate members care?
This is a clear injustice to indigenous peoples, adding to a long history of injustice. Every treaty signed with
Native Americans has been violated. As Christians we believe in justice for all peoples and that “water is a
sacred gift from God.” The first line environmental threat is to the Standing Rock Sioux making this a case
of--in Adam West’s words, “environmental racism.” Aldersgate has a partnership with Mike and Libby
Flowers of Spirit Lake Reservation in North Dakota, site of the 2014 mission trip led by Adam, who himself
has some Cherokee heritage.
What can Aldersgaters do to help combat this environmental injustice?
Follow developments via news media
Call the New Castle County offices of our Congressional representatives and let them know of your
concerns: Senator Tom Carper—302-573-6291; Senator Chris Coons—302-573-6345;
Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester—302-830-2330
“Nobody wants their church to be desecrated, and the earth is our church.” Doug Crow Ghost, Standing
Rock Sioux Nation
UPDATE: The Dakota Access Pipeline just got its final green light. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said it plans to
grant the final easement needed for the pipeline’s completion and will not conduct the environmental impact
statement (EIS) promised by the Obama administration.
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Trustee Happenings
Storage Space Project
Phase 1 cleanout is now complete! Phase 2 will address the following closets or
areas.
Room 137 closet and miscellaneous toys in corner of the room
Room 138
Storage cabinets on stage
Large storage room adjacent to the south side of music room
Second floor closets (2) across from Foster Conference Room
Please contact Don Moore (302-235-8554 or Lndmoore@comcast.net) if any of the items in the rooms or
closets are used by you so that we know what to discard. Clean-out will be on March 25 and any item not
spoken for or tagged will be discarded at the discretion of the Trustees. Thanks for your help in this effort!

Be a Part of UPD 2017 for the Best Summer of Your Life!
If you are a teen between the ages of 14-16 and are looking for an opportunity to enhance your
leadership skills, have an international experience, travel to places like NYC, DC and Dorney Park, fulfill
your service hours for school, meet new friends and have the best summer of your life, then consider
applying for UPD 2017. The cost is minimal and the experience priceless. Recruitment is now
underway and applications are being accepted. ulsterprojectdelaware.org
Ulster Project Delaware promotes peace in Northern Ireland by hosting eighteen Catholic and
Protestant teens from the N.I. towns of Banbridge, Coleraine, and Portadown in Delaware homes for a
month of reconciliation, tolerance, service, friendship and fun during July of each year. Banbridge teens
ages 14-16 will arrive in Wilmington for four amazing weeks with host families with a teen of the same
age. American and Northern Irish teens participate in a full calendar of activities designed to foster firm
friendships and promote tolerance, reconciliation and understanding between opposing groups in
Northern Ireland. Call Lauren Ruoff 302.893.0858 or Erin Mullin302.353.9479 with questions.

Share the Journey
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Children’s Ministry News

E

Saturday, APRIL 8 at 11 a.m.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11 a.m. at the playground
entrance (or in the church if raining) then to the Fellowship Hall for games, crafts, and a visit from the
Easter Bunny!

RSVP: To register the family for this event or volunteer to help,
visit the church office, or call (302) 478-2575x118 or email
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org.Please let us know how many children
and ages attending by Saturday, March 31st.

Great for families with children 10 years old and younger.

This event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the
community, so bring a friend and your own EASTER BASKET to collect the eggs!

CHILI, CHOCOLATE, AND
CORNBREAD
SOCIAL 2017
Congratulations to category winners :
Chocolate: Hannah Dunlap & Nate HaymanMississippi Mud Pie Shooters
Chili: Ed McFarland-Double Meat Chili
Cornbread: Becki, Hannah & Nate Hayman-Cornbread
Stuffed Jalapeños
135+ attendees enjoyed tasting a record 46 entries.
SAVE THE DATE … SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 2018.

Share the Journey
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To my Aldersgate Church Family,
GriefShare

I want to thank you sincerely for the warm
and wonderful sendoff you gave me on
Sunday, January 15. You all made me feel
loved and very much appreciated. I made the
journey to Florida that afternoon and again
on Monday, arriving around 3 pm as
expected. That’s the good news. The bad
news is that I miss you already. After all those
years of interacting with so many of you each
day, I really miss working with you and
sharing stories about family life and life in
general. And yes, I do miss the idle bantering
back and forth. That is part of what made my
job at Aldersgate so rewarding.
I won’t go into detail about the wonderful
weather we are having here on the East
coast of Florida. Suffice it to say I have only
worn shorts, tee shirts and sandals since
arriving.

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group, welcomes all
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236
Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236
Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more
information: http://www.griefshare.org/

March
James and Anne Lardear March 14

25 years

My address is:
5380 N. Ocean Dr. Unit 22C
Riviera Beach, FL 33404
If you are ever in the neighborhood, please
stop by and visit. If your vacation plans don’t
include Florida, I would like to hear from you
either via mail, email
(r.lowthert@verizon.net) or phone. My cell
phone has not changed. It is still 302-5625800.
Forever thankful for what God has given me,
Royal

Richard Raymond

January 27, 2017

Thanks to My Aldersgate Family
Your prayers, cards, calls, flowers and visits
have helped tremendously during my
recuperation from spine surgery. The outpouring
of love, caring and thoughtfulness make me
even more anxious to be back among you!
Thank you all for being you!
With love,
Don Rollins

Share the Journey
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Coming soon: United
Methodist Women Sarah
Circle Chocolate Easter
Egg Sale. Proceeds
benefit missions for
women and children.

Soup-er Bowl Sunday Final Score ALDERSGATE VS. HUNGER

BEFORE
Rummage Sale News
Rummage Sale
Pickup Dates

Aldersgate tackled hunger and filled the food
pantries at Southbridge Neighborhood House and
Brandywine Community United Methodist Church.
THANK YOU to everyone who supported Hannah
Circle’s Soup-er Bowl food drive. Final Score was 2,120
cans of soup and 236 other food items. We met Pastor
Chris's challenge of collecting 2,000 cans of soup so we
will get to dump Gatorade on him at the next SUP
Dinner on Tuesday, February 28.

If you or someone
you know wishes to
donate items and have them picked up and
stored until the Aldersgate Rummage Sale,
please contact either Chris Burket
at cburket@gmail.com or 609-504-3107 or
Don Moore at lndmoore@comcast.net or 302
-235-8554.
Pickups are scheduled for the following
Saturday mornings: March 18, April 1
Help! Rummage Sale Storage Needed

AFTER

Share the Journey

Donations continue to roll in which is great;
however, storage space is needed. If you have an
unused or only partially used garage and would be
willing to store donated goods until April, please
call one of the logistics team below. THANK YOU!
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Chris Burket 609-504-3107 or



Don Moore 302-235-8554
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Welcome to Aldersgate‘s

Newest Members

Share the Journey
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Presented by the Aldersgate Youth Players
Performances in the Sanctuary:
Friday, March 3rd at 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 4th at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 5th at 2 p.m.
Admission is FREE -

but donations will be gratefully accepted.

The show is about 90 min. long including intermission & suitable for
ALL!

Come and support our youth!

______________________________________________________________________

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program

In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a
show are called “Angels.” If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,”
please fill out the form below with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line. All contributions are tax deductible. Forms and checks should be
given to Janet Atwater, placed in her box in the Hub, or mailed to her at:
Janet Atwater, 2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA 19317
THANK YOU!
______________________________________________________________________

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________
Amount Donated: [ ] $25 [ ] $50 [ ] $100 [ ] $250 [ ] Other ____
May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?

Share the Journey
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2017 Checkerboard Dance Schedule
Sundays in Fellowship Hall,
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 26, 2017
Sunday, May 21, 2017
Music by DJ Michael Luternau
Volunteers Needed:

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

United Methodist Men

2

Aldersgatede.org Refresh

2

Lay Leaders’ Message

3

SUP

3

Student Ministry

3

Anna Cottom’s Reflection on Lent

4

Caring for Creation

5

Trustee Happenings

6



Assist Michael with Music

Ulster Project Delaware
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Chaperone the dance

Children’s Ministries

7

Life Celebrations

8

United Methodist Women

9

Newest Aldersgate Members

10

Aldersgate Youth Players– MULAN

11

If interested, please contact Natalie Dyke,
snow12@comcast.net or 302-478-0525.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

