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Have you heard the story about the little child who was walking with his Dad through the woods? 
They’d been walking for several hours, and the end of the woods was nowhere in sight. Dad 
stopped to survey the area and assess their situation. There were no signs of civilization. No  
houses, no gas stations, no convenience stores, no cars. 
Dad playfully asked the child, “Which way should we go?” 
“I don’t know, Dad, I’ve never been this way before.” 
“Are you saying that you’re lost?” asked Dad. 
“How could I be lost?” the child responded. “I’m following you!” 
 
Dad, whether you know it or not, you are being followed. No matter your age, there will always 
be younger legs trying to walk in the imprints you’ve made. But leading your family is not as  
lonely a job as it may seem. For you have one who has gone before you to show you the way. 
Your family can confidently follow you, as you follow Christ. 
 
So lead on, Dad. Lead your family to the summits of life. Lead them through the frightening  
shadows with bold bravery. Model a resolute faith that the light will overcome the dark. Ignore 
the whispering voices that urge compromise, and stand strong on your convictions. Climb every 
mountain with confidence in Christ to give you strength. Fall to your knees and pray when your 
family stumbles through the valley. Feed your soul and the souls of your family with uplifting  
fellowship. Expose the traps of Satan with the light of the Word. Grapple bravely with tough  
decisions using the gift of spiritual wisdom. Focus your eyes on the peak and push ahead through 
the rocky canyons. 
 
Remember-you are not alone. You have one who has gone before you to show you the way. 
Your family has never been this way before, but they won’t get lost as long as they follow you and 
follow Him. 
Lead on, Dad. 
 
Grace and peace to you and Happy Father’s Day to all the fellows!!  

Pastor Chris 
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Financial Update  

Our Stewardship Scorecard  

Giving Income Budgeted through June:   $659,396.54 

Giving Income Received through April:   $523,995.30 

Goal to Go:      $135,401.24      21% 

March Income (all sources):      $77,392.65 

March Expenses:         $96,367.04 

April Income (all sources):    $127,581.09 

April Expenses:         $68,143.66 
 

This Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 

We are making progress in meeting our giving goal. In April we had a positive cash flow, enabling us to reduce our deficit.  

Restraints on spending coupled with investment fund transfers to appropriate operating accounts have improved our  

finances for fiscal year 2021-2022 that ends on June 30. Yet, we still show an operating deficit (expenses beyond received 

revenue) over $100,000. So, everyone’s continuing financial support is needed and much appreciated. This will enable us 

to complete programs and finish the year in better shape as the slow giving months of summer arrive.   
 

Next Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023  

The Lead Team has passed a budget that will challenge us for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. To accomplish the activities 

planned, we need to increase income significantly from past years. Emerging from COVID protocols will aid greatly in 

many ways. We should have increased building use fees and other incidental income. The major share is planned from 

increases in our committed giving. To reach our goals in funding programs, our budget calls for total giving to reach 

$771,816.28.  This is ambitious but is needed to provide staffing and the programs we expect at Aldersgate.  It has been 

many years since we mounted a detailed stewardship campaign but will do so this year.  You will also hear about many 

ways we can all be more committed and assure Aldersgate has a bright future.    

Thanks to all who support Aldersgate’s ministry and many missions.   

Tip for this month 

If you donate to the church by credit card, earning valuable points, add the 4% charge to Aldersgate to the amount.  

Collectively, over a year, it makes a difference.     

Bob Reis  

Finance Committee  

Thank You... 
to all of the chairs and committee members who have served this past year.  Some  

members and chairs will be “rolling off”, and to you we extend special thanks for 

your service.  Whether you were in Lead Team,  a Co-Lay Leader, a member or 

chair of Gather, Grow, Go, Communications, Planned Giving and Memorials,  Trus-

tees, Finance, Staff Parish Relations, Leadership Development and Nominations,  or 

Lay Members to Annual Conference, you have made a difference. Thank You! 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
        Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 

              layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 
June is a busy month everywhere and certainly in our church family.  We celebrate Fathers’ Day 
this month and are blessed by all the good things that fathers do to help us grow and thrive.  We 
thank God for those who step up to father those who don’t have their own fathers in their lives and very  
importantly we are grateful for Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

We congratulate our high school and college graduates and ask God’s blessing on the next step of their  
journey, whatever it may be.  Our members along with our Youth and Young Adult Director Emily Green 
reach out and support our HS graduates after graduation with cards, prayers and goodie boxes, keeping in 
touch and letting them know we are thinking of them and praying for them 

Rocky Mountain Vacation Bible School will start on June 20th and promises to be a great adventure. Thanks 
to all who makes VBS happen! 

And June, of course, marks the beginning of summer!  Attendance typically falls off as people take  
vacations, but our ministries don’t really take vacations.  Our Finance team has worked hard to deal with the 
already existing decrease in giving to create a budget that helps us continue our mission. Our help as  
members is also critical. I can only share what has been true for our family, every time we have given,  God 
has blessed us in every area of our life. It seems the more you give the more you have to give.  We  are  
fulfilled just for our willingness to give towards Aldersgate’s work to expand God’s kingdom. 

Please give faithfully, either by mail, online, in-person, or text.  

If you want to contact Sharon or me, you can email us at layleader@aldersgatede.org 

If you have a prayer request, please send it to our newly reinstated Aldersgate Prayer Chain at  
prayerlist@aldersgatede.org 

Earth Day Clean Up, April 24 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
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Church Family, 
  
I pray you are enjoying this beautiful Spring weather! I know that the warm weather isn’t for everyone, but it is by far my 
favorite. I try to enjoy at least a little time each day sitting on the front porch, in my rocking chair, just enjoying God’s  
creation. Mandy and I are blessed to have inherited a beautiful yard when we bought our home. The previous owners had 
lived there over 40 years, and the best way I can describe the beautiful work they did in the yard is as a “mini-Longwood 
Gardens”! It is a reminder to me, with the way the different perennials sprout and bloom at different times, that we are 
always in a season of life, and as Jesus reminds us, “every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful.” (John 15:2). I try to be grateful for my seasons of pruning, because I know that God wants to produce a 
bountiful harvest in me. I believe the same can be said for our church. If God has been pruning and tending to us over the 
course of COVID, it is because He intends to produce a bountiful harvest in us. We have to be willing to be subject to the 
pruning, so we can experience the healthy growth. Won’t you join me in praying for God to produce that harvest at  
Aldersgate? 
  
As we enter the Summer months, it is always a time when many of our members are able to get away, spend time with 
loved ones, visit places we enjoy, etc. It is good to be able to “catch your breath”! When you are away, use the power of 
technology to stay connected with your church, through live streaming, Facebook, and our website. When you are in 
town, make church attendance a part of how you spend your Summer! We’ll be looking for you, whether online or in the 
pews, each week for worship. 
  
Finally, your attendance update for the period through May 15. 
  
4/24/22  9:00 52 11:00 63 Online 43 Total 158 
5/1/22 9:00 58 11:00 83 Online 33 Total 174 
5/8/22  9:00 73 11:00 95 Online 30 Total 198 
5/15/22  9:00 47 11:00 52 Online 20 Total 119 
  

Pastor Rob 

From Pastor Rob 
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VBS includes a special program and lunch on Friday, June 24, 11 a.m. and Worship Service on Sunday, June 26, 9 a.m. Join 
us for Music, Bible Adventures, KidVid Cinema, Imagination/Craft Station, Chew Chew Snacks & Loco Motion Games.  
Register 3-12 year old children by June 10 & suggested donation $20/family (Checks payable to Aldersgate Church). Place 
registration & volunteer form (note days you can help out) & donation in mailbox #7 in the church office OR send to:  
Sharon Jennelly, Director of Children’s Ministry, Aldersgate UMC, 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803 Or  
FAX: 478 -1828 OR  sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org            www.aldersgatede.org 

Congratulations Class of  

We are excited for this summer’s VBS!  
Vacation Bible School 

Rocky Railway       
June 20 – June 24,  

9 a.m. – Noon 

High School Students 

Matthew DiGiacoma 
Salesianum High School 
Attending:  
The University of Delaware 

 
Caitlyn Bowman 
Brandywine High School 
Attending:  
The University of Delaware,  
Majoring in Communications 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org/
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Confirmation and Pentecost Sunday, June 5 at 10 a.m. 
 
Aldersgate will welcome 10 new members on June 5 as the following young people are confirmed. We are so  
honored  and excited to have such an amazing group of youth joining the church.  On Sunday, June 5th there will be a 
table set up in the Narthex with a bag for each confirmand. Please join us in welcoming the confirmands to the church 
by providing cards or letters and placing them in the confirmands’ bags.  
 
Confirmands for 2022 
Tyler Ernst 
Max Gosse 
Ian Gosse 
Sophia Harrington 
Scott Honisch 
Henrik Maansson 
Chase Merritt 
Brooks O’Hanlon 
JoJo Schlecht 
Brendan Schott 
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New Songbooks for Nursing and Retirement Home Ministries 
Thanks to the skills of Kyle Smith and the amazing DOV’s, we have a new and expanded 

hymnals for worship at nursing and retirement homes.  The new books include a 

wider variety of hymns in a large, readable format, as well as separate sections 

for holiday and patriotic songs. The hymnals are receiving rave reviews from 

 worship leaders and participants. Many thanks to Kyle and the DOV’s for their 

time, effort and creativity! 

 

   Your GO Team has several mission projects in the works for June. We hope to engage as     

   many people from the congregation as possible in these projects. We hope you can join us! 

June 18th – UMCOR Flood Bucket Assembly. We will be collecting supplies for UMCOR 
flood buckets, assembling the buckets in the parking lot, and then driving them to the 
UMCOR Depot in western PA. We will be inviting people throughout the UMC conference to 

join us. You can help by donating supplies, helping put together the buckets, or volunteering to drive to the UMCOR De-
pot with completed kits. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-umcor. 

 
June 24th –HOPP Food Distribution. We will be partnering with several other United Methodist churches and the 

Longwood Foundation to distribute pre-packaged boxes of food to the community from our parking lot. We will be solic-

iting volunteers to drive down to Asbury UMC and pick up the food boxes, then come back to the Aldersgate  

parking lot and hand them out to anyone who comes by. This ministry happens the 4th Friday of every month.  Call Chris-

tine Wesley at 302-521-1467 or sign up at  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-hopp to be a part of 

this effort.  

 

HOPP Food Box Distribution on Friday, May 20.  Around 50 boxes of food were distributed. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-umcor
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49A8AF22A20-hopp
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May 15, 2022 | A Message from Bishop LaTrelle Easterling 

We know that camp - especially overnight camp - can be costly for families. We're committed to making camp 
accessible for every child, while still offering the programming that our campers love, with the safety and care 
that our camper parents have come to trust.  

We do that through numerous ways. The first is with our camperships. Camperships are our version of  
scholarships. They are available for campers who need financial support to attend camp. We typically provide 
$200 camperships (up from $150 in previous years) for our week-long, overnight programs and $50 for  
mini-camp. 

We also have a program called the Spain Grant. The Spain Grant was designed to allow a camper with  greater 
financial need to attend camp for only $50 dollars.  With the Spain Grant we try to partner with local churches 
and organizations to help the camper prepare for their week of camp. This could be helping with  
transportation to camp, sending mail, helping supply the camper with bedding or clothing for their week. 

Our camperships and Spain Grants come from the generous support of our donors and churches. We are lucky 
enough to never have to turn away a camper because of financial need, and are able to support every camper 
that needs it through those donations alone. 

To learn more about our Camperships visit: https://www.pecometh.org/payment-options 

To donate to either of these grants, contact Julie Lutz at (410) 556-6900 x128, or julie@pecometh.org 

  

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 

 -- Psalm 34:18 

Beloved, all hearts join in sorrow and grief for those families who suffered loss yesterday in Buffalo, New York. The 
mind cannot fathom that in the blink of an eye such senseless tragedy occurred again. With this shooting, we  
witnessed hatred become violence again. Again. 

Until we stand united against hatred of any kind we are all enslaved, we are all imprisoned, we are all bound, we 
are all at risk. No one is free until we are all free. This is our common and corporate work. This is our universal and 
uniting call. We cannot pretend this is someone else’s responsibility -- it is OUR responsibility. 

And as this was live-streamed across social media, may we never grow numb to nor accept such vulgar displays of 
depravity. 

May God’s grace gently enfold all who weep and wail as a result of this tragedy. Even as we acknowledge that the 
pain is devastating and the tears inconsolable, we also acknowledge that earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot 
heal. 

Blessings and Peace, 

LaTrelle Easterling 

Bishop, Baltimore-Washington and Peninsula-Delaware Conferences 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!Kw-LqR-gdXFb0xOU6hLAUB6vQy7oU3JpUfjQZ83aWAqsrwia1hVODU1opkOwWOjKw
mailto:julie@pecometh.org
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Betsey Woodward   April 20, 2022 

Robert Macklem   April 21, 2022 

Lucille Yeatman   May 7, 2022 

Anthony & Ann Arrington  June 1 31 years 
James & Shannon Garrity  June 1 20 years 
Jay & Kathleen Doughty  June 3 27 years 
Steven & Sharada Manns  June 3 22 years 
Dan & Anne Murray  June 7 47 years 
Taber & Kyle Smith  June 8 26 years 
Craig & Janice Tunell  June 8 37 years 
Jason & Lyn Bobiak  June 11 28 years 
Barry & Margaret Siple  June 13 63 years 
Jack & Melva Smith  June 17 46 years 
David & Cathy Penkrot  June 20 35 years 
Chris & Christy Pennington  June 22 26 years 
Andrew & Renee Shenk  June 22 26 years 
Matthew & Linsey Anderson  June 23 10 years 
William & Barbara Bareford  June 23 60 years 
Bert & Betsy Diemer  June 23 49 years 
Steven & Ohanna Moore  June 23 9 years 
Martin & Peggy Tracy  June 23 49 years 
Larry & Dianne Whittaker  June 23 49 years 
David & Sara McFarland  June 24 11 years 
Joseph & Judy Setting  June 25 17 years 
Donald & Linda Moore  June 26 57 years 
Chris & Heather Burket  June 28 14 years 
Paul & Deborah Montigney  June 28 47 years 
Steve & Deborah Davis  June 29 48 years 
Bonnie Rambo & Martin Ollenschleger  June 29 31 years 

Personal Retreat with Spiritual  
Direction 

 Previously known as our “Silent Retreat,” 
this program offers flexible options for  

quiet time away. From July 10-14, 2022, 
you can choose your length of stay. We 

have options from 1 day, to all 5 days! To 
learn more about this program, and to  

register, click HERE, or visit  
https://www.pecometh.org/silent-retreats 

  

Guided Canoe and Kayak Programs 
 Enjoy the quiet stillness of morning on the 

Chester River, on this paddle guided by 
Pecometh Staff. All equipment will be  

provided. To learn more, or to register, 
click HERE or visit  

https://www.pecometh.org/silent-retreats 
  

Quiet Canoeing - Tuesday, July 12,  
9-11 a.m. (Tentative) 

Guided Quiet Sunset Kayaking -
 Wednesday, July 20, 7-8:30 

p.m.  (Tentative)  

Sunday, June 5 - Confirmation and  

Pentecost, one service at 10 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, June 7 - Charge Conference via 

ZOOM at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Monday - Friday, June 20-24 - Vacation 

Bible School, 9 a.m.- Noon 
 

Friday, July 1—Night at the Blue Rocks, 

6:35 p.m. 
 

Sunday, July 3, July 10, July 17, July 

24, July 31 - ONE WORSHIP SERVICE, 

10 a.m. 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!ETLK4dCZfwVE6yMrvSArrCy6WZvQo3kz5CUBQW78UK6mXWJ7Z0k7agX0VqftfrS5M
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!BXriBe6UD6+AIbivJ+8OvCtNrSnsuKQQxip2mFniL6smyrNuAPz9uX4Z5RCrAPkZ0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xhomj-J0+J0ZgMycNaJsTSMblEU8hLs55syINF8iSVxr-mZufaO1wa9w2FEvqk7yM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!A6CjpHnMEcKSpJjRK4hY7l6KDQbv4GpD+FIgAbjhdq6-OiiwT2asR1trzBhQ4F4Mw
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Did you know ……. 

United Women in Faith is the largest denominational faith organization for women with  

approximately 800,000 members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders 

and advocating for justice. Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs and  

projects related to women, children and youth in the United States and in more than 100  

countries around the world. 

United Women in Faith and The United Methodist Church's principles and values include: 

• Promoting the empowerment of women, children and youth. 

• Promoting anti-racism and multiculturalism. 

• Promoting inclusion and equity. 

• Promoting fair labor practices. 

• Promoting economic and environmental stewardship and sustainability. 

  

Hannah Circle - Layette Ministry 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
to the Layette Ministry Baby Supply 
Drive. We collected many diapers, 
wipes, blankets, and clothes that will 
fill diaper bags. The diaper bags will 
be given to new mothers with limited 
resources. When everyone does a 
little we can accomplish a lot, and we 
did! 
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Summer Worship Schedule In-Person and Live Streamed 
 

June and August 

Journey Service at 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Traditional Service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

July 

One worship service at 10 a.m. 

You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

Or YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

Upcoming Events 

June 5: Pentecost and Confirmation - one service at 10 a.m. 

Vacation Bible School - June 20-24, 9 a.m.—Noon 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

